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WASHraOTON mTDfO 

Tun book— Eha chnolde of my tTKVeli thnufh ludi ODca occtipfed by th« 
Saiaceu— Baturally dcdicats iiuAi to you, vhO| mon than any otbtr Amerit^n 
aulhof, biive rerivod the tra<Utiou» mlocod the hiitory, knd lUnmtiaEed the 
character of that hritUaBI and heroic people. Your cordial eoconnprnent cod- 

OrienUl life ; and though I hnng you now hut impeif«l retunu, I can at lent 

the hope that T may one day pluck from it fruit ^"■**»^ of blHaonu, To Spain, 
I came upou your track, and f ihould hecitJtte to ejthlblt my own glcnninft when) 
you have harveited, were it not for the belief that the rapid tketchci I have givaa 
will but enhance, by tbocoDtraat, the charm of your fluithedpictuTr. 

BAYARD TAYLOR. 
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Thu Toltune comprises die secood p(HiloD of s 
series oi travela, of which the " Jottbket to Obhtru 
AiTRioA,'' already published, is the first part I left 
home, intendiiig to spend a winter ia Afiioa, and to 
retmn dming the following smnmer; hot circomstan' 
ces afterwards occtirred, which prolonged my wan- 
derings to nearly two years and a hal^ and led me to 
visit many remote and unexplored portions of the globe. 
To describe this jonm^ in a single work, wonld 
embrace too many incongruous elements, to say nothing 
of its great length, and as it folk naturally into three 
parts, or episodes, of very distinct character, I have 
judged it best to group my experiences nnder three 
separate heads, merely indicating the links which 
ccomect them. This work includes my travels in Pales- 
tine, Syria, Ana llinor, Sicily and Spain, and will be 
fbllowed by a third and conclading volume, containing 
asj adTentnreB in India, China, the Loo-Ohoo Island^ 
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and Japan. Although many of the lettara, contained in 
this Tolnme, desciibe beaten tracks of trarel, I have 
always giren my own indiTidnal impressions, md may 
clum for them the merit of entire sinceri^. Tht 
JDOmey from Aleppo to Oonstantinople, through the 
heart of Asia Minor, illustrates regions rarely trarened 
by tourists, and wiil, no doubt, be new to moat of my 
readers. My aim, throoghoat the work, has been tc 
give correct pictorea of Oriental life and scenery, leaT- 
ing antiquarian research and speculation to abler hands. 
The scholar, or the man of science, may complain wit^ 
reason that I have neglected valuable opportunities for 
adding something to the stock of human knowledge : 
but if a few of the many thousands, who can only travel 
by their firesides, should find my pages answer the pnr- 
pose of a aeries of coemoramic views — should in them 
behold with a clearer inward eye the hills of Pales- 
tine, the sun'gilded minarets of Damascus, or the lonely 
pine-forests of Phry^a — should feel, by turns, some- 
thing of the inspiration and the indolence of the Orient 
—I duiU have achieved all I designed, and more than 
I can justly hope. 
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BmrBODT hH heard of Qnuantine, but In oar fovored codo- 
tr; tbere are manj nntraTelled peraom who do not preciselj 
koov what it is, and who no donbt wonder why it should be 
sacfa a bngbew to traTeHan in the Orient. I eonfises I am 
still somewhat in the same predicament mTwlf, althoi^h 
I hare already been twentj-fbnr honn in Q<w^'>^b- 
Bat, as a pecoliarity of the place is, that one can do nothing, 
however good a wOl he has, I propose to set down mjr azpe- 
riences each day, hcqdng that I aoA my readfn may ofatalo 
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J8 TBI LURW or TBI UlUlBir. 

■ome fmi^fiitd-tliAiiit^'of Qunatine, beftiTQ thatenn of 

I left'^^cu^cUU OD tb« Rf^enK^ rf Uie HA but^ in com 
p&nf inUi -JSr. Garter Harrlaoiv > feUciw-coantrymsn, who had 
joiobd me in Oairo, for the tonr throagh Paloatine. We had a 
head wfauC and rough sea, and-.J ' remained In a torpid 
Btat» dofip^ moat of the Tojage.- .^ore was rain the second 
night 4 -_^t/ when the dooda de1tr.dd.awa7 yesterday morning, 
we wen ,g|^|i3dfi^ed .lij^tlie sight 'ttf. Lebanon, whose snmmits 
glittered wjih'C&satB of andw: "The lower slopes of themonn- 
tains were grden.^h fields and forests, and Bejmmt, when 
we ran up to it, seemed buried almost out of mght, in the foli- 
i^e of its mnlbeny groTes. The town is built along tb« 
northern ude of a peninsula, which projects about two miles 
from the mun line of the coast, forming a road for Tessels. In 
half an boor after oar arrival, several large boats came along- 
dde, and we were told to get our baggage in mder Emd 
eml>ark for Quarantine. The time necessary to purify a tra- 
veller arriving flrom Egypt from suspicion of the pl^ua, is five 
days, but the days of arrival and departure are counted, so 
that the durance amounts to but three full days. The captun 
of the Osiris mustered the passengers together, and informed 
them that each one would be obliged to pay six piastres to 
the trausportation of himself and his bag^ge Two heavy 
lighters are now drawn np to the fbot of the gangway, bnt as 
Moou as the first box tnmbles into them, the men tomble out. 
Tney attach the craft by cables to two smaller Imats, in 
which they sit, to tow the infected loads. We are all smt 
down together, Jews, Tnrks, and Ouistians — a confused jiOt 
sf men, woman, children, and goods. A little boat troa 
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the city, in which then ue Htprawi itatiTM fton tbe two 
hotels, horen aronnd m, and cards are thrown to na. Th€ 
sealoDi agents wish to Bttpply ns Immedifttelj with tables, 
beds, and aD other honsehold appliances; bat we decline theii 
help until we arrive at the mygterioos spot. At last we Boat 
off — two l^hters fbll of infected, thoi^h respectable, materia], 
towed by oarsmen of most scarry appearance, bat free firotn 
erery suspicion of taint 

The sea is itOl rough, the ion is liot, and a fitt Jewess 
becomes sea-sick. An ItoIiBa Jew ruls at the boatmen ahead, 
in the Xei^Mlitan patois, for the distance is long, tlie Qnaran- 
tine being on the land-Bide of Bejront. We see the rows of 
little jellow honses on the cliff, and with great aj^iareut risk 
of being swept upon the breakers, are tagged into a small oove, 
wliere there is a landing-place. Nobody is there to receive usj 
the boatmen jmnp into the water and posh the b'ghters agunst 
the stone sturs, wtiile we unload onr own b^gage. A tin 
cnp filled with sea-water is placed befwe os, and we each drop 
six piastres into it — for money, strange as it may seem, is infeo 
tions. By this time, the gttarHaitot have had notice of ooi 
arrival, and we go np with them to choose oar habitations 
l%ere are several rows of onfr«tory hoasea overlooking the lea, 
each cont^ning two empty rooms, to be had for a handled 
piastres; bat a sqnare two-story dwelling stands apart from 
them, and tiie whole of it may be had for thrice that sum. 
There are seven Frank prisoners, and we take it for onrselves. 
Bnt the rooms are bare, the kitchen empty, and we learn the 
important fact, that Qnarantine is durance vile, without evea 
the bread and water. The guardiano says the agents ot the 
hotel are at the gate, and we can order from them whaterer 
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ire want Oertaiulj; bat at their own price, En we arewfaoUy 
at Ukot mercf. HoweTer, we go down etoira, and the ckief 
oSiceT, who accompanies as, gets into a ctvner u we pan, and 
holds a stick before him to keep aa oK He is now dean, bnl 
if his gannents brash against onrs, ho is lost. The peo{de we 
meet in the grooods step aside with great reepect to let aa pass, 
bat if we olfer them onr hands, ao oae wonld dare to touch a 
finger^ dp. 

Here is the gate : a doable screen of whn, with an hiterral 
between, so that coatact is Impossible. There is a crowd of 
individnals outside, aD anxtoas to execate commissionB. Among 
them is the ^^t of the hotel, who proposes to fill oar bare 
rooms with famitare, send as a servant and cook, and charge 
OS the same as if we lodged with him. The bargain is dosed 
at once, and he harries off to make the arrangements. It is 
now foar o'clock, and the bracing air of the headland pvtA a 
terrible appetite to those of ns who, like me, have been sea- 
sick and fasting for forty-eight hours. Bat there is no tbod 
within the Qaarautine except a patch of green wheat, and a 
well in the limestone rock. We two Americans join companj 
with onr roonMnate, an Alexandrian of Italian parentage, who 
has come to Bey rout to be married, and make the toTti of oni 
territory. There is a path along the cliffs overhanging the sol, 
with glorions views of Lebanon, np to his snowy top, the pine- 
forests at his base, and the long cape whereon the dty lies at 
foil length, reposing beside the wares. He Mahommedaas 
and Jews, in companies of ten (to save expense), we lodged 
In the smaller dwellings, where they bare already aronsed mil 
lions of fleas from their state of torpid expectancy. Ws 
■^Wnm, and take a nirvey of oar companions in the pavilion : t 



by Google 



TAHm AND rutrnrs. 21 

FkdcIi woman, with two nglj and peerish children (one at thv 
tvoMt), in the next Tocm, and three French gentlemni in the 
other — a merchant, a jonng man with hair of extraordinary 
length, and a jUaiatir, or ailk^nannfactnrer, middle-aged and 
cynical. The first Ii a gentleman in erei? senae of the word, 
the latter eudnrable, bnt the joaag Absalom is my aTereion 
I am subject to involnntary likings and disliklngs, for which 1 
ean give no reason, and tfaongh the man maj be In erery way 
amiable, his presence is very distastefiil to me. 

We take a pipe of consolation, bnt it only whets onr appe* 
tites. We give np onr promenade, for ezennae Is stjll worse ; 
and at last the snn goes down, and yet no sign of dinner. Onr 
pavilion beccanes a Tower of Famine, and the Italiui recites 
Dante Finally a strange &ce appears at the door. By Api- 
cins I it 18 a servant from the hotel, with iron bedsteads, camp- 
tablea, and some large chests, which breathe an odor of the 
Commissary Department. We go stealthily dowu to the 
kitchen, and watch the nnpacking. Onr dinner is there, snra 
enough, bnt alas I it is not yet cooked. Patience is no more 
my companion manages to filch a raw onion and a onist of 
bread, which we share, and roll nnder onr tongnes as s sweet 
morsel, and it gives ns strength for another hoar. The Greek 
dragoman and cook, who are sent into Quarantine for oar sokes, 
take compassion on ns ; the fires are kindled In the cold 
fnmaces ; savory steams cre^ np the stidrs ; the preparations 
tncrease, and finally climax in the rapturous announcement : 
'' Messieurs, dinner is ready." The sonp is liquified bUss ; the 
vltittta Gagman are wUUtUs dt io»Ae»r ; and as for that broad 
dish of Syrian larks — Heaven forgive is the regret., that mors 
■migt had not been mlenced for our sake I The meal is al' 
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nectar ani! tunbroflia, and now, filled and contented, we mloida 
intc oleep on comfortable conchee. 80 cIobob the fint daj of 
onr incarcention. 

This morning dawned clear and beautifld. Lebanon, except 
his sDowj €Xtat, was wrapped in the eaj-lj ehadovs, but the 
Mediterranean gleamed like a shield of saji^thire, and Bejroat, 
sculptured against the b&ckgronnd of its mulberry groTes, was 
glorified beyond all other dties. The turf aroond onr pavilion 
fairly blazed with the splendor of the yellow d^aiea and crim- 
son poppies that stod it. I was satisfied with what I saw, and 
felt no wish to leave Qnarantine to-day. Onr Italian hiend, 
however, is more impatient. His betrothed came early to see 
him, and we were edified by the great alacrity with which he 
hastened to the grate, to renew hia vows at two yards' distance 
from her. In the meantime, I went down to the Turkish 
honsea, to caltivate the acquaintance of a singular character I 
met on board the ateamer. He is a negro of six feet four, 
dressed in a long scarlet robe. His name is Mahommed 
Senoosee, and he is a fiikwr, or holy man, trom ^nmbnctoo. 
He has been two years absent from home, on a pilgrimage to 
Mecca and Medina, and is now on his way to Jemaalem and 
Damascus. He has travelled extensively In all parts of Cen- 
tral AMca, from Dar-Fur to Ashantee, and professes to be on 
good terms with the Sultans of Houssa and Bomon. He has 
even been in the great kingdom of Waday, which has never 
been ei^ored by Europeans, and as far south as lola, the capi- 
tal of Adamowa. Of the correctness of his narrations I have 
not the least donbt, as they correspond geographically with all 
that we know at the interior of Africa. In answer to my 
qnestaon wbethw a European ought safdy make Uw Mune toui; 
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he reined that there would be no difficnltj, provided ne wh 
scoompaniod bj a natire, and he offered to take me eren to 
Timbnctoo, if I wonld return with him. He was rerj cnrioni 
to obtun informatioD about America, and made notes of aO 
that I told him, in the qnaint character nsed b; the Mnghreb- 
bins, or Arabo of the West, which baa considerable resem- 
blance to the aDcient Cnfic He wiehes to jcun company with 
me fbr the Joome; to Jerosalem, and perhaps I shall accept 
him. 

AMdav, 4pr« la 
As Quarantine is a sort of limbo, without the pale of dvi- 
lized society, we haTe no chnrch service to-day. We haye 
done the beat we conld, however, in sending one of the ontside 
dragomen to pnrchase a Bible, in which we succeeded. He 
Drongbt na a very handsome copy, printed by the Americ«i 
Bible Society in New York. I tried vainly in Cairo and Alex- 
aodria to find a misBionary who wonld snpply my heathenish 
deatitntion of the Sacred Writings; for I had reached the Batt 
throngh Anstria, where they are proiiibited, and to travel 
throngh Palestine withont them, wonld be like sailing withont 
pilot or compass. It ^ves a most impresnre reality to Solo- 
mon's " honse of the forent of Lebanon," when yon can look np 
from the page to thoee very forests and those grand monntains, 
" excellent with the cedars." Seeing the holy man of Timbnc- 
too praying with his foce towards Mecca, I went down to him, 
an<^ we conversed for a long time on religions matters. He ia 
tolerably well mfonned, having read the Books of Moses and 
the Psalms of David, but, hke all Mahonimedans, his Ideas of 
region consist mainly of forms, and its reward is a nnaoal 
pandiae. Hie more hitelligent of the Moalema give a sf^tad 
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uterpnIatiOD to the nature of the Heaven promiied bj tin 
Prophet, and I hare heard Kreral optaly coofnsa thor diibe- 
Hef in the aeren^ hoariee and the palaces of peori and emerald 
Shekh Hohommed Senoosee Bcaroely evor utters a Bentence in 
which ifl not the word "Allah," oad "La Uloh il' Allah" is 
repeated at least every fire minutes. ^Rioee of his class ctuua* 
der that there is a peculiar merit in the repetition of the names 
and attributes of God. They utterly reject the doctrine of thi 
Trinity, wtuch they beliere implies a sort of partnership, ov 
Uod-firm (to use thur own words], and declare that oU who 
accept it are hopelessly damned. To deny Mahomet's prt^het- 
ship woald ezdie a violent anti4;onism, and I content myself 
with making them acknowledge tnat Ood is greater than oU 
Prophets or Apostles, and that there is bnt one God for all the 
bnman race. I have never yet encountered that bitter apiHt 
of bigotry which is so frequently ascribed to them; but on the 
contrary, fnlly as great a tolerance as they would find exhibited 
towards them by most of the Christian sects. 

This morning a paper was sent to us, on which we were 
requested to write our names, ages, professions, and places of 
nativity. We conjectured that we were sutgected to the bos* 
picion of political as well as phyncal taint, bnt hap|rily this was 
not the case. I registered myself as a voyagmr, the French as 
negodoifu, and when it came to the woman's turn, Absalom, 
who is a partisan of female progreaa, wished to (^ve her the 
same profusion as her husband — a machinist. Bnt she 
declared that her only pTofession was that of a "married 
woman," uid she was so inscribed. Her peevish boy njjoiced 
io the litie of " ptewriekeur," or " weeper," and the infhnt as 
" ttimm," at " sndter." While this was going on, Vaa gnardt 
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UK> (rf our room came in rery myBterionsiy, and beckoned tooq 
oompanion, aajing that " MademCHBelle waa at th« gtkte." Bnt 
It W&8 the Italian who waa vanted, and again, from the Httle 
window of onr parilini, we watched his hnrried progress otbi 
tile lawn. No soonei had ahe departed, than he took his pocket 
telescope, alowlj aweeping the drcnit of the bay as she drew 
nearer and nearer Bejront. He has sncceeded in distingnish- 
ing, among the masa of bnildinga, the top of the house hi which 
she lires, bnt alaal It is one story too low, and his patient 
espid has only been rewarded by the dght of nme cats 
promenading on the root 

I hare sncceeded in obtaining some further particalars in 
relation to Qoarantine. On the night of our arriral, as we 
were aboat getting into onr beds, a andden and horrible gn^ 
of brimatoce Tapor came up ataira, and we all fell to coughing 
like patients hi a pulmonary hospital The odor mcreaaed til] 
we were obliged to open the windows and ait beside them in 
order to breathe comfortably. This was the preparatory fomi- 
gataon, in order to remore the ranker seeds of plagne, after 
which the milder symptoms ml! of themselres vanish in the 
pnre eii of the place. Several times a day we are stunned 
and OTerwhelmed with the cracked brays of three discordant 
trumpets, as grating and doleful as the last gasps of a dying 
donkey. At first I snppoeed the olject of this was to give a 
ffreater station to the ur, and separate and shake down the 
DOxioDS exhalations we «nit ; but since I waa informed that the 
soldiers ontaide wonld shoot na in cose we attempted to escape, 
I hare concluded that the sound is meant to alarm ns, and pr» 
rent onr approaching too near the walls. On inquiring of onr 
gnardiano whether the wbeat growing within the grounds wu 
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ralt)oot to Qauintine, he informed me that it did oot ccorej 
Enfecdoii, and that three old geese, who walked oat past the 
guard with impnmtj, were free to go and come, as they had 
DCTer been known to have the plagne. Yeslierda/ erening the 
mescal attendant, a Polish ph/wlidan, came bi to Inspect oa, 
but he made a yoij hasty rerlew, looking down on na from the 
top of ahif^IuRW. 



Eureka I the whole thing is exid^ned. Talking to daj with 
the goardiano, he happened to mention that he had been three 
feoTB in Qaarantine, kee|»ng watch over infected traTeilers. 
"Whatl" 8wd I, "yon have been sick three years." "Oh 
no," he replied-, "I hare never been sick at aU." "Bnt are 
not people sick in Qnarantine V " StafferiUak f he ezcldmed ; 
' they are always in better health than the people ontside." 
" WhatlsQaarantinefbr, thenflperasted. " What is it for T" 
he repeated, with a panse of blank amazement at my ignorance, 
" why, to get money from the travellers I" Indiscreet gua^ 
diauo I It were better to snppoee onnelves nnder suspicion ai 
the plagae, than to have snch an explanation of the mystery. 
Yet, in spite of the onpalatable knowledge, I almost rognX 
that thia is onr last day in the establishment. The air is so 
pure and bracing, tlie views fh>m onr windows ao magnificent, 
the colonized t»anch of the Beynmt Hotel so comfortaUs, 
that I am content to enjoy this pleasant idleness— the man 
l^easant rince, bring inTolnntary, it is no weight oa the co» 
idmce. I look np to the Maronite viDs^es, perched on the 
slopes of Lebaiun, with scarce a wish to dlmb to tbvn. at 
taming to the QMukHng Mediterranean, view 
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"Hw ^eroBai4'i nil of bqowj hii« 
-Whttmlnf and briBUenlnK on that SeU of bl8B,>* 

•ad lATe lUKie ot thftt nnrest which the sight of « i«im) b 
moticm suggest*. 

Tcvdaj mj Mend from ^mbnctoo came np to hare another 
talk. He was carions to know the object of my traTela, and 
w he wonld not have comprehended the exact truth, I was 
obliged to convey it to hhn tiiroogh the medium of fiction. I 
informed him that I had been difipatched by the Saltan of my 
conntiy to obtain infimnation of the conntries of Africa; that 
I wrote in a book acconnts of everything I eaw, and on my 
retam, wonld present this book to the Sultan, who would re- 
ward me with a high rank — ^perhaps even that of Grand Yizier. 
The Orientals deal largely in hyperbole, and scatter uiunbers 
and values with the most reckless profosion. The AraUc, like 
the Hebrew, its sister tongue, and other old original tongnee 
oS Mui, is a langoage of roots, and abounds with the bcddest 
metaphors. Now, exaggeration is but the imperfect fbrm of 
metaphor. The expression is always a splendid amplification of 
the simple fact. Like sbJUhl archers, in order to hit the mark, 
they aim abore it. When yon have once learned his standard 
of truth, yon can readily gauge an Arab's expressions, and 
regnlate yoor own accordingly. Bat whenever I have attempted 
to strike the key-note myself; I generally found that it wai 
beknr, rather than above, the Oriental pitch. 

Hie Shekh hod already informed me that the King of Ashan- 
to», whom he had visited, possessed twenty-fbar houses full of 
gold, and that the Bultan of Honssa had seventy thousand 
tones alwkja standing saddled before his palace, in order that 
he nl^ take his eboke, when be wished to ride oat By thit 
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he ffld not meu thftt the facti were pmiadj m>, but onlj Aat 
the King mt mj^ ridi, snd the Sttltaa had s great manj 
hones. In order to gin the Shekb an idea of the great weaKb 
and power of the American Nation, I was obliged to adopt ttie 
■anie p^An. I told him, therefore, that our coontrj was twr 
ye&n' jonmej in extent, that the Treaanrj condated of Edoi 
thoosand honseii filled to the roof with gold, and that two huo- 
dred thousand soldiers on horaeback kept continnal gnard 
BTOnnd Sultan Fillmore'H palace. He received these tremendona 
statements with the ntmost serenitj and satisfaction, carefhllj' 
writing them is his iMok, togethw with the name of Snltap 
Fillmore, whose fame has ere this reached the remote regions 
of ^nmbnctoo l^e Shekh, moreover, had the desire of visiting 
England, and wished me to give him a letter to the English 
Snltan. This rather exceeded my powerB, bat I wrote a simple 
certificate expl^ning who he was, and whence he came, which 
I sealed with an immense display of wax, and gave him, Ii 
•etom, he wrote his name in my book, in the Maghrebbin char 
Mter, adding the sentence : " There is no God bat God." 

This evening the forbidden subject of politics crept into oar 
quiet coaunonitj, and the resolt was an exploeive contention 
which drowned even the braying of the agoniung trompets out- 
side. The gentlemanly Frenchman is a sensible and connstent 
republican, the old filateiir a violent monarchist, while Absa- 
lom, as I might hare foreseen, is a Biod, of the schools <tf Prond- 
bon and Conrnderant. The first predicted a Republic in 
France, the second a Atonarchy in America, and the last was 
m bvor of a general and total demolition of all existing sya 
tans. Of course, with such elements, anything like a aeriou 
diacnsrion was inqwaaible i and, as m most French ddiatea, U 
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0Dded iQ a bevildering cwftidoii of crtoa and gesdcoUtioiiB 
In the mldrt of it, I was atrack bj the cordialitj with whicfc 
the Monarchiflt and the Socialist united in their dentindaikinf 
of En^and and the Bngliah lawi. Aa thev sat side bj side 
pouring ont anathewafl against " perfide Albion," I conid not 
help exclaiming ; " Voild, eommt leg extrimet te rattontrtnt .'" 
This turned the whole current of their wrath agamst me, and 
X was glad to make a hasty retreat. 

The ph^ndan again risited us to-n^ht, to promise a releaar 
ttHOwrow morning. He looked us all in the bteat, to be cer- 
tain tfiat there were no signs of pestilence, and politely regret- 
ted that he could not offer us his hand. Tlie husband of tlia 
" married woman" also came, uid relieved the other gentlemen 
from the cha^^ of the " weeper." He was a stout, ruddy 
Frorencal, in a white blouse, and I commiserated him nncerely 
for banng audi a disagreeable wif^. 

foday, being the last (rf our imprisonment, we haTe received 
many tokens of attention from dragomen, who hare sent their 
papers through the grate to us, to be returned tomorrow after 
our liberation. They are not very preposseanng specimens of 
their class, with the exception of Ynsef Badra, who brings a 
recommendatiou from my friend, Boss Browne. Ynsef is a 
handsome, d'^^iing fellow, with something of the dandy in his 
dress and air, but he has a fine, clear, sparkling eye, with just 
enoagh of the devil in it to make him attractive. 1 think, bow 
ever, that the Greek dragoman, who has been our companion 
in Quarantine, will carry the day. He is by birth a BtBOtian, 
but now a citiien of Athens, and calls himself Fran^t^ Tltalis 
lie speaks. French, Gorman, and Italian, besides Arabic and 
Tnrkish, and as he has been fbr twelve at fifteen years vibra^ 
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ing between Europe and the East, he most by this time Itan 
unaased sufficient experience to answer the needs of roagh-«iid> 
tnmble traTellers like onrselTfis. He has not asked as for the 
place, which di^lays so ranch penetration on his part, that m 
■ball end bj offering it to him. Perhaps he is content to rat 
his claims apou the memory d oar first Quarantine dinner. If 
lo, the odors of the cutlets and larks — even of the raw nuon, 
which we remember with tears — dull not [dead his canse in 
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The handsome Greek, Diamanti, one of the proprietors of 
the " Hotel de Belle Yne," was on hand bright and earlj jes- 
terda; morning, to welcome ns ont of Quarantine, The gat«f 
were thrown wide, and forth we isaned between two files of 
soldiers, rejoicing in our pnrification. We walked through mul- 
berry orchards to the town, and through its steep and crotAed 
streets to the hotel, which stands beyond, near the extremity 
>f the Cape, or Baa Beyroat. The town is small, but has an 
ictire population, and a larger commerce than any other port 
in Syria. The anchorage, however, is an open road, sad ia 
stormy weather it is impoeeible for a boat to land. There are 
two pictnresqne old castles on some rocks near the shore, bnt 
they were almost destroyed by the EDglieh bombardment hi 
1841. I noticed two or three granite columns, now used aa 
the lintels of some of the arched ways in the streets, and other 
(ragments of 6^ maamry, the only remains of the aadtu 
Berytus. 

Our time, since our release, has been oceqited by prepare 
dons for the jonme; to Jemsalem* We hare taken Ynagoii 
u dragoman, and our maA^airw, or muleteers, we t 
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be in readiness to-morrow morning. I lean that the Umm 
are in revolt in Djebel Hanaran and parts of the Anti-Lebanon, 
which will prevent my forming; an; settled plan for the tour 
tbroi^b Palestine and Syria. tTp to this time, the country bai 
been conadered quite safe, the only robbory this winter havii^ 
been that of the party of Mr. Degen, of 'Suw York, which was 
plundered near llberiaa. Dr. Robinson left here two weeks 
ago for Jerosalem, in company with Dr. Eli Smith, €f the 
Ameikan IGiriOB st this plaee. 
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CHAPTER II. 



OAST OF PALESTINE, 

i-The Mulel«is-Th= Miila-Th« DonVey-Joni.. 

.( Lebanon-PiciurH-Tho Buini of Tyrt— A Wild 
Moroing— The TyrianSurgei— Climbing .he Ladder of Tyre— Psnorammf the 
Bay of Acre— Th* Plain of Eidraelon— Camp in ■ Garden— Acre— The Shore 
of the Bay— Haifa— Mount Carmcl and ili Monasleiy— A Deserted Coaal— The 

Wiecks— The Harbor and Town of Jaffa. 

The&rgeMeof 'lie""-K'»>'>B;""''n-" 

R. H. Stoddasd. 

Rahleh, AfrU 37. 1851. 

Wi left Bejrout on the morniiig of the 32d. Oar caraT&D 
soDOBted of three horses, three moles, aad a donkey, in charge 
of two men — Derrisb, an erect, black-bearded, and m<»t 
impasdre MuBsnlman, and Mostapha, who is the very pictnre 
or patience and good-nature. He was born with a smile on 
his Kice, and has never been able to change the expreaaioL 
They are both masters of th^r ut, and can load a mole with a 
speed and skill which I would defy any Santa Fd trader to 
excel. The animals are not less interesting than their masters. 
Oar horses, to be sore, are slow, plodding beasts, with consi- 
derable esdoiance, but little spirit ; bat the two baggage 
malei deserre gold medals from the Society fi>r the Pnxnotlim 
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of Indnstrj. i can orerlook anj amonut of Wftfwudnesi 
is the creatnreB, in connderation of the Bteadj, peTBeToring 
energf , the cheerfdlness and even entimdasm irith which tbej 
perfonn their dnties. They Beem to be conadoiifl tbat the; an 
doing well, and to taku a delist in the conacionsDess. Oni 
of them has a band of white shells around his neck, &fltened 
with a tassel and two la^e bine beads; and yon need but look 
at him to Bee tbat be is aware bow becoming it is. He thinki 
it was giw«a to bim for good condnct, and is doing his best t€ 
merit another. The little donkey is a still more original 
animal. He is a practical bnmorist, fall of perrerse tricks, 
bnt an intended for effect, and withoat a particle of malicei 
He generally walks behind, rnnning off to one ade or the 
other to crop a monthfnl of grass, bat no sooner does Dervish 
attempt to mount him, than he seta off at fall gallop, and 
takes the load of the caravan. After baring performed one 
of bis feata, be tnms around with a droll glauce at us, as mack 
aa to say : " Did yon see that V If we bad not been present, 
most assuredly be would never have done it. I can imagine 
him, after bis return to Beyront, relating his adventures to a 
company of fellow-donkeys, wbo every now and then burst into 
tremendous braya at some of his irrenstible dry sayingn. 

I persuaded Mr. Harrison to adopt the Oriental costume, 
which, &om five months' wear in A&ica, I greatly preferred to 
the Frank. We therefore rode out of Beyront as a peur 
irf Syrian Beys, while FranQois, with his belt, sabre, and pistols, 
bad mn Hi the aspect of a Qreek brigand. The road crosses the 
hJU beUnd the dty, between the Forest of Pines and a long 
tract erf red sand-bills next the aea. It was a lovely mondnf^ 
aot too bright and hot, for light, fleecy vapors hong along thi 

a*' 



;d by Google 



84 tHl LAKDB or THE SABACU. 

sides of Lebanon. Bejond the molbeny orchRrdB, we entered 
va wild, half-cnltiTated tracts, covered with a bewildering man 
7t blosaoma. The hiU-dde and stony sbelvei ot soU overhang 
tag the sea fairlj biased with the brilliant dote of color whicb 
ware rained npon them. The pink, the broom, the Jtoppj, the 
■peedwellj the Inpin, that beantifnl variety of the irrclamen, 
called by the Syrians " dtek e^j^iel" {coc^ o? the moantaja), 
and a uamber of anknown plants dazzled the eye with dieii 
profusion, and loaded the air with fragrance as rare as it wat 
nnfiuling. Here and there, clear, ewift rivnlets came dowi 
fl-(Hn Lebanon, coorsing their way between thickets (tf bloom- 
ing oleanders. Just before crotwing the little river Domoor, 
Franffois pointed out, on one of the distant heights, the resi- 
dence of the late Lady Hester Stanhope. During the after- 
noon we crossed several ofishoots of the Lebanon, by paths 
Incredibly steep and stony, and towards evening reached Saida, 
the andent Sidon, where we obtained pennission to pitch oar 
tent in a garden. The town is bnilt on a narrow point of land, 
jutting out from the centre of a bay, or curve in the coast, and 
contains about five thonsand inhabitants. It is a quiet, sleepy 
sort of a place, and contains nothing of the old Sidon except a 
few stones and the fragments of a mole, extending into the sea. 
The fortress in the water, and the Citadel, are remnants of 
Venitian sway. The clouds gathered after nigbt&Il, and 
occasionally there was a dash of rain on onr tent. But I heard 
it 'ith the same quiet happiness, as when, in boyhood^ Bleq>- 
ing beneath the rafters, I have heard the rain beating all night 
opon the roof. I breathed the sweet breath of the grasses 
whereon my carpet was spread, and old Mother Earth, wel- 
DCBolng me back to her bosom, cradled me into calm and 
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j^Teebiog ale^. nwre Ifl no rwt more gratcfiil than tlwt 
which we take on the tnrf or the sand, except the rest below 
it. 

We rose io a dark and clondj morning, and continued out 
way between fields of barley, completely stuued with the 
bloody bae of the poppy, and meadows tamed into golden 
mOHaic by a brilliant yellow daisy. Until noon our road was 
over a region of alternate meadow land and gentle tbongh stony 
eleTations, making ont from Lebanon. We met continually 
with indications of ancient power and prosperity. The ground 
was strewn with hewn blocks, and the foundations of bnildings 
remain iu many places. Broken sarcophagi lie half-bnried in 
grass, and the gray rocks of the hills are pierced with tombs 
The soil, though stony, appei^red to be natorallT fertile, and 
the crops of wheat, barley, and lentils were tgi/ flourishmg. 
After ronnding the promontory which forms the soathera boon- 
dary of the Qolf of Sidon, we rode for an hoar or two over a 
plain near the sea, and then came down to a valley which ran 
up among the hills, terminating in a natural amphitheatre. An 
ancient barrow, or tumulns, nobody knows of whom, stands 
near the sea. During the day I noticed two charming little 
pictnrea. One, a fountain gushing into a broad square ba^ 
of masonry, shaded by three branching cypresses. Two Turks 
sat on its edge, eating their bread and curdled milk, while 
their horses drank ont of the stone trough below. The other, 
an old Mahommedan, with a green tnrban and white robe, 
■eated at the fbot of a majestic sycamore, ora the high bank 
3f a stT'wm that tombled down its bed of white marble nx^ to 
the sea. 

The plain back <rf the narrow, sandy promontory on wUdi 
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t^ modern Boor ii boQt, ii a rich Uaek loam, wUch a Uttk 
proper cnltnre would tnm into a tot; garden. It helped mt 
to account for the wealth of ancient Tjn. The approach tc 
the town, along a beach on which the surf broke with a cod 
tinaooB roar, with the wreck of a Greek re§8el in the foifr 
{iroand, and a stonny sky behind, waa ver; striking. It wai 
a wild, bleak picture, the white minareta of the town standing 
out spectrally agunst the clouds. We rode np the sand-hills, 
hack of the town, and selected a good oamping^Iace among 
the ruins of Tyre. Near ns there was an ancient sqaare build- 
ing, now used as a cistern, and filled with excellent freoh water 
The anrf roared tremendously on the rocks, on either hand, 
and the boom of the more distant hrei^ers came to my eat 
like the wind in a pine forest. The remains of the ancient aetr 
wall are still to be traced for the entire drcoit of the city, and 
tlie heavy surf breaks upon piles of shattered granite colomns. 
Along a sort of mole, protecting an inner harbor on the north 
dde, ore great numbers of these colmnns. I counted fifteen 
in one group, some of them fine red granite, and some of the 
marble of Lebanon. The remains of the pharos and the for- 
tresses strengthening the sea-wall, were pointed out by the 
Syrian who accompanied ns as a guide, but his faith was a 
little stronger than mine. He even showed ns the rains of the 
jetty built by Alexander, by means of which the ancient city, 
then insolated by the sea, was takea The remams of the canse- 
way gradually formed the promontorj by which the place ii 
now connected with the main land. These are the prindpai 
Indications of Tyre above ground, but the guide informed ni 
that the Arabs, in digging among the sand-hills for the stones 
(tf the dd buildings, which they qnany oat and ibip to Bep 
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toot, oonw upon cbambeni, pillars, arches, and other obJect». 
He ^I^an purple k stiD famished by a mnscle fonod upon th( 
coast, bat Tjrre is saw onlj noted for its tobacco and milt 
stones. I saw many of the latter lying in the streets ct tb* 
torn, and an Arab was selliii^ a quantity at auction in tbt 
sqaare, as we passed. They are cnt ont from a species of dork 
volcanic rock, by the Bedouins of the monntaine. There were 
naif a dozen small coasting Teasels lying in the road, bat the 
old harbors are entirely destroyed. Isaiah's prophecy is liter 
ally fulfilled : " Howl, ye ships of Tarshish ; for it is laid waste, 
so that there ia no boose, no entering in." 

On retamlng from our ramble we passed the honse of the 
GoTemw, Daood Agha, who was dispensii^ jostice in regard 
to a lawsnit then before him. He asked ns to stt^ and takt 
■iofiee, and received ns with mnch grace and dignity. As ws 
rose to leave, a slare bnn^ht me a la^ie bunch of ch<^ flowen 
Grom his garden. 

We set oat from Tyre at an early hoar, and rode along tht 
beach aronnd the head of the bay to the Ra»el-Al»ad, the 
audent Promontoriom Albnm. The morning was wild and 
olondy, with gleams (tf snnshine that flashed oat over the dark 
violet gloom <tf the sea. The snrf was magnificent, roIUng ap 
in grand billows, which broke and formed again, till the last 
of the loi%, falling fringes of snow slid seething np the land. 
Something of ancient power was in their shock and roar, and 
•very great wave that plunged and drew back again, ctdled in 
tti solemn bass : " Where are the ships of TyreT where are 
the ships of TjnV I looked back on the dty, which stood 
•dvanoed far into the sea, her feet bathed in thnnderona tgrtf. 
By and by the okNida dear«d away, ths nn oame oat bold and 
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b^^bt, ud our road left the beaoli for a meadowj ^lain, 
eroflBod by tnah streanu, and sown with an inezbaostibls weald 
of flowers, Throogh thickets of mfrtle and mutii;, aroond 
which the me and larender grew In dense closters, we reached 
the fbot of the monntun, and began BBcendmg the celebrated 
Ladder of Tyre. The road ia so steep as to resemble a stafa^ 
case, and climbs along the side of the promontory, hanging 
07flr precipices of naked white rock, in some places thr«e hnn- 
dred feet in height. 'The motmtain !s a mass of magneeiao 
hmeetone, with occasional beds of marble. The surf has won 
{ta foot into hollow caverns, into which the sea mshes with a 
dull, heary boom, like distant thander. The ndes are coTerod 
with thickets of broom, myrtle, arbntns, ilex, mastic and laurel, 
DTergrown with woodbine, and interspersed with patches at 
mge, lavender, hyssop, wild thyme, and me. The whole moan- 
tun is a heap of balm ; a bnndle of sweet Bpices. 

Onr horBes' hooft clattered ap and down the rounds of the 
ladder, and we looked onr last on Tyre, fading away behind 
the white hem of the breakers, as we turned the point of the 
promontory. Another cove of the monntain-coaat followed, 
terminated by the Cape of Nakhnra, the northern point of the 
Bay of Acre We rode along a stony way between fields at 
wheat and barley, blotted almost oat of ught by showers of 
scarlet poppies and yellow cbrysantbemnms. There were tny 
ijaent mins : fragments of ssjrcopha^, foundations of honsea, 
and abont half way between the two capes, the moonds of 
Alexandro-Schcens. We stopped at a khan, and break&sted 
ander a magnificent olive tree, while two boys tended ou 
lorses to see that they ate only the edges of the wheat Add. 
Below the house were two la^ cypresses, and aa a Ilttk 
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tongne of Isnd the ruins of one of those sqaara towen of Uu 
aonain, which line all this owat. The intense bine of tbe 
sea, seen close at hand over a broad field of goldening wheat 
formed a dazzling and anperb contrast of color. Early in the 
afternoon we climbed the Baa Xakhnra, not so bold and grand, 
though qoite as flowery a ateep as tbe Promontorimn Albam, 
We had been Jogging half an hour orer its nneren enrnmit, 
when the side suddenly fell away below us, and we saw the 
whole of the great gulf and plain of Acre, backed by the long 
lidge of Mount Carmel. Behind the sea, which makes a deep 
indentation in the line of the coast, extended tiie plain, 
bounded on the east, at two leagaea' distance, by a range of 
hills covered with luxuriant olive groves, and stiU higher, by 
the distant monntains of Oalilee. Tbe fortifications of Acre 
were visible on a slight promontory near tbe middle of the 
Gnlf. From our feet the line of foamy surf extended for 
miles along the red sand-beach, till it finally became like a 
chatk-mark on the edge of the field of bine. 

We rode down the moontiun and continued onr journey over 
the plain of Esdraelon — a picture of snmmer Inxurisnce and 
bloom. The waves of wheat and barley rolled away from our 
path to the distant olive orchards ; here the water gushed 
from a stone fountain and flowed into a turf-^^rdled pool, 
around which the Syriau women were washing their garments ; 
there, a garden of orange, lemon, fig, and pomegranate trees 
la bloesom, was a spring of sweet odors, which overflowed the 
whole land. We rode into some of these forests, for they were 
00 leas, and finally pitched our tent in one of them, belonging 
to tbe palace of the former Abdallah Fasha, within a mile of 
ken. The old Saracen aqueduct, which still conveys water 18 
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the town, orerliiuig our tent. For an boor before reachii^ om 
deHtination, we had Been it on the left, croesing the noUows oi 
light stone archeg. In one place I coonted fifty-ught, and U 
another one hundred and three of these aiches, some of wlti<^ 
irere fifty feet high. Onr camp was a charming place : a neet 
of deep herbage, under two enormous flg-trees, and enmnrndea 
by a balmy grove of orange and citron. It was doably bean- 
tifiil when the long line of the aqneduct was lit np by the moon, 
ud the orange trees became mounds of ambrosial darkness. 

In the morning we rode to Acre, the fortifications of which 
bare been restored on the land-side. A ponderons doable g&te 
way of stone admitted ns into the city, throngh what was once, 
apparently, the conrt-yard of a fortress. The atreete of the 
town are narrow, terribly rough, and rery dirty, bnt the 
bazaars are extensive and well stocked. The principal moeqne, 
whose heavy dome is visible at some distance from the city, is 
snrroottded with a garden, enclosed by a pillared corridor, 
paved with marble. All the hoases of the city are bnilt in the 
most masdve style, of hard gray limestone or marble, and this 
circamstance alone prevented their complete destruction daring 
the English bombardment in 1841. The marks of the shells 
are everywhere seen, and the upper parts of the lofty boildings 
are completely riddled with cannon-balls, some of which 
temtun embedded in the stone. We made a rapid tour of the 
town on horseback, followed by the cnrioos glances of the 
people, who were in donbt whether to consider as Turks or 
Franks. There were a dozen vessels in the harbor, which is 
considered the best in Syiia. 

The b^^age-males had gone on, so we galloped after them 
tlong the hard beach, around the head of the bay. It was a 
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briDiut morning ; b delidona Bontb-eutern breese came to ni 
over the flowery plain of EsdraeloD ; the sea on our right show 
blue, and pnrple, and violet-green, and black, aa the sbadowi 
or nmahine croesed it, and onlj the long lines of roaring (bam, 
for evvt chan^g in fonn, did not rar; in hue A flshennan 
ttood on the beac^ in a statnesqne attitude, his handsome ban 
1^ bathed in the frothj swells, a b^ of fish hanging &om hii 
■boulder, and the large sqoare net, with its sinkers of lead in 
hia right hand, readj for a cast, Ke had good luck, ttxt Hu 
waTes brought np plent; of large fish, and cast them at onr 
feet, learing them to struggle back into the treacberons brine. 
Between Acre and Hufa we passed six w eight wrecks, mostly 
of small trading vessels. Some were half buried in sand, aom* 
BO old and mossy that thej were fast rotting away, while a few 
had been recenUy bnrled there. As we rounded the deep cnrre 
of the bay, and approached the line of palm-trees i^rdiim; the 
foot <tf Mount Gannel, Hufa, with its wall and Saracenic 
town in min on the hill above, grew more dear and bright in 
the sun, while Acre dipped into the bine of the Mediterranean. 
The town of Haiia, the ancient Caiapha, is small, dirty, and 
beggarly looking ; but it has some commerce, sharing the trade 
ot Acre in the productions of Syria. It was Sunday, and all 
the Consular flags were flying. It was an unexpected delight 
to find the American colors in this little Syrian town, flying 
Irom one of the tallest poles. The people stared at us as we 
passed, and I noticed among them many bright Fraukish faces, 
with eyes too clear and gray for Syria. ye kind brothers of 
the monastery of Carmel 1 forgive me if I look to you tar u 
explanation of this phenomenon. 
We ascended to Mount OarmeL The path led t]uoi(^ » 
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grore of carob trees, from vhich the beans, known in Germanj 
08 St. John's bread, are produced. After this we came intc 
an olive groTe at the foot of the moantain, from woich hR^ 
fields of wheat, giving forth a ripe sammer smell, flowed down 
to the ihore of the bay. The olire trees were of immense site, 
and I can well believe, as Fra Carlo iofonned ns, tbat the; 
were probably planted by the Roman colonists, established 
there by I^tns. The gnarled, veteran boles stiD send fi»tli 
Tigorona and blossoming bonghs. There were all manner of 
lovely lights and shades chequered over the torf and the wind- 
ing path we rode. At last we reached the foot of an aacent, 
steeper than the Xiadder of l^re. As onr horses slowly climbed 
to the Convent of St. Elijah, whence we already saw the French 
flag floating over the shoulder of the mounts, the view opened 
grandly to the north and east, revealing the bay and plain of 
Acre, and the coast as far as Ras Nakhara, from which we first 
saw Moont Carmel the day previous. , The two views are very 
mmilar in character, one being the obverse of the other. We 
reached the Convent — Dayr Mar Kliaa, as the Arabs call it — 
at noon, jnst In time to partake of a bountiful dinner, to which 
the monks had treated themselves. Fra Carlo, the good Fran- 
ciscan who receives strangers, showed ns the building, and the 
Grotto of Eiyah, which is under the altar of the Convent 
Chnich, a small bnt very handsome strnctnre of Italian marble. 
The sanctity of the Qrotto depends on tradition entirely, ai 
there is no mention in the Bible of El^ah having resided oo 
Carmel, thoi^h it was from this mountain that be saw the 
dond, " like a man's hand," rising from the sea. The Convent, 
which is quite new — not yet completed, in bet — Ii a large 
massive building, and has the aspect of a fortrea. 
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As we were to sleep at Tantura, fire Iiootb diaUnt, wr 
wtm obligud to make a ehort nmt, in spite of the invitation of 
the hospitable Fra Carlo to epend the night there. Id tht 
afteraoon we passed the ruins of Athlit, a town of the 3llddle 
Ages, and the Castel Pell^^ino of the Crosaders. Oar road 
now fbllowed the beach, nearly the whole distance to JaSa, 
and was in many places, for leagaea in extent, a solid layer of 
white, tm>wn, purple and rosy shells, which cracked and rattled 
under oor horses' feet. Tautora is a poor Arab Tillage, and 
we had some difflcolty in procuring provisions. The people 
lived in am^ hats of mod and stones, near the sea. The plaev 
bad a thievish look, and we deemed it best to be careftil in the 
disposal of oar ba^age for the night. 

In the morning we took the coast agun, riding over mflHons 
of shells. A line of sandy hUls, covered with thickets of 
myrtle uid mastic, shut off the view of the plain and meadows 
between the sea and the hills of Samaria. After three honra' 
ride we saw the rains of andent Graswea, near a small pro- 
montory. The road tomed away from the sea, (uid took the 
wild plain behind, which is completely overgrown with camo- 
mile, chrysanthemnm and wild shrnbe. The ruins of the town 
are visible at a coiuiderable distance along the coast. The 
prindpal remuns consist of a massive wall, flanked with pyrv 
midal l>aa&)nB at regular intervals, and with the traces of gate- 
ways, draw-bridges and towers. It was formerly snrronnded 
by a deep moat. Within this soace, which may be a quarter 
of a mile square, are a few fragments of bnildings, and toward 
the sea, some high arches and masses of masonry. The pl^D 
aronnd abounds with traces of hcoses, streets, and conrt-yardi 
Ctesarea was one of the Roman colonies, bnt owed Its proap» 
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lit; prindpoUf to Herod. St. Paul passed throagh it on hi 
my from Macedon to Jenualem, by tlie very road we wvn 
trftTeUing. 

VatiDg tiie day the path strack inland orer a vast rt^Bi^ 
plun, coTered with sage, larender and other sweet-smeUiag 
BbrabB, and tenanted by herds of gazelles and flocks of largr 
storks. As we adTanced farther, the laadacape I>ecaine aingu 
lafly beaotifol. It was a broad, shallow Talley, swelling away 
towards the eaet into low, rolling bills, far back of which rose 
the blae line of the monntains — the faill-conntry of Jnd<B& 
The soil, where it was plonghed, waa the richest vegetable loam. 
Where it lay faUow it was entirely hidden by a bed of grass 
and camomile. Here and there great herds of sheep and gotta 
browsed on the herbage. There waa a qniet pastoral air about 
tbe landscape, a soft serenity in its forms and colors, as if the 
Hebrew patriarchs still made it theh abode. The district is 
fomons for robbers, and we kept oor arms in readiness, never 
■oSering the baggage to be ont of our sight. 

Towards erenii^, as Mr. H. and myself, with Fran;<»a, 
were Tiding in advance of the bf^^e moles, the former with 
his gun in his hand, I with a pair of pistols thrnst throi^h the 
folds of my shawl, and Francois with his long Turkish aabre, 
we came suddenly npon a lonely Englishman, whose com- 
panions were somewhere in the rear. He ' appeared to be 
strnck with terror on seeing as making towards him, ud, 
turning his horse's head, made an attempt to fiy. The animal, 
aowever, was restive, and, after a few plunges, tefhsed to 
move. The traveller gave himself np for lost ; his anu 
dropped by liiB side ; he stared wildly at as, with pale hee 
and eyei opened wide with a look of helpless fright Bestrahi 
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Ing with difficiil'7 a snout of laogbter, I said tu Mm : " Did 
yoa leare Jaffa to-day V bat so completelf was his ear the 
fool cf his imsigiiiation, that he thoaght I was speaking 
Arabic, and made a faint attempt to get oat the onlv word oi 
two of that langD^;e which ho knew. I thea repeated, witb 
stB mnch distinctness an I conld command : "Did — ^you — ^leare 
— JaETa — to-day 7" He stammered mechanically, through hir 
chattering teeth, "T-j-yesI" and we immediately dashed oft 
at a gallop throagh the bushes. WheD we last saw him. h> 
was standing as we left him, apparently not yet recovered 
from the shock. 

At the little Tillage of El Haram, where we spent the 
night, I Timted the tomb of Saltan All ebn-Aleym, who is aow 
revered as a s^t. It is enclosed in a mosqne, crownii^- the 
top of a hill. I was admitted into the court-yard without 
hesitation, tboagh, from the porter styling me "E(rendi,"be 
probably took me for a Tnrk. At the entraace to the inner 
coart, I took off my slippers and walked to the tomb of the 
Saltan — a sqnare heap of white marble, in a small marble 
eoclosare. Id one of the niches in the wall, near the tomb, 
there is a very old iron box, with a slit in the top. The por 
ter informed me that it contained a charm, belonging to Snl 
tan All, which was of great ase in producing rain in times of 
dronth. 

In the morning we sent oar baggage by a short road acrosi 
the country to this place, and then rode down the beach 
towards Jaffa. The son came ont bright and hot as we paced 
along the line of spray, our horses' feet sinking above the fet 
locks in pink and purple shells, while the droD sea-crabs scam' 
pered away from our path, and the blue gelatincns sea-nettlM 
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wtn toned b^re lu hj the Borge. Our view was confined k 
tiu Baod^illfl — ■ometimeB covered with a flood of Bcarlet pop 
piea — on one hand; and to the bine, Bnrf-frmged eea od tht 
other. The terrible coast was still lined with wreclu, and 
jmt before reachii^ the town, we passed a ressel of some twfl 
hundred tons, recently cast ashore, with her strong boll still 
onbrokw. We forded the rapid stream of Kl Anjeh, which 
comes down from the Plain of Sharon, the water rising to our 
saddles. The low promontory In front now broke into towers 
and white domes, and great masses of hesTj walls. The 
aapect of JaSa is exceedingly picturesque. It is built on a 
'lill, and the land for many miles aronnd it being low and flat, 
ts topmost booses overlook all the fields of Sharon. The old 
harbor, protected by a reef of rocks, is on the north side of 
the town, but is now so sanded up that large vessels cannot 
eLter. A number of small craft were lying close to the shore. 
The port presented a different scene when the ships of Hiram, 
King of Tyre, came in with the materiolB for the Temple of 
Solomon. There is but one gate on the land side, which 
is rather strongly fortified. Outside of this there is an open 
space, which we found filled with venders of oranges and rege- 
tables, camel-men and the like, some rociferating in load i^ 
pnte, some given up to silence and smoke, under the shade ot 
the sycamores. 

We rode nnder the heavily arched and towered gateway, 
and entered the bazaar. The street was crowded, and there 
was such a confusion of camels, donkeys, and men, that 
we made onr way with diCGculty along the only practicable 
■treei in the dty, to the seaside, where Francis pdnt«d out 
a hole in the wall as the rentable spot where Jonah wai cat' 
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ashore by the whale. This part of the harbor is the recei» 
tacle of all the off^l of the tovn ; and I do not woiidei 
thai the whale's stomach shoald tave tnrued on approaching 
it. The sea-street was filled with merchants and traders, and 
we were obliged to pick our way between bars of iron, skins 
ot oil, heaps of oranges, and piles of bnilding timber. At last 
we reached the end, and, as there was no other thoronghfare, 
returned the same way we went, passed ont the gate, and took 
the road to Raraleh and Jerasalem. 

But 1 hear the voice of Francois, annonncing, " Mstsienn, U 
diner at prit." We are encamped jnst beside the pool of 
Ramleh, and the mongrel children of the town are making 
a great noise in the meadow below it. Our horses are enjoy- 
ing their barley ; and Mnstapha stands at the tent-door tying 
np his sacks. Dogs are barking and donkeys braying all 
along the borders of the town, whose filth and dilapidation 
are happily concealed by the fig and olive gardens which snr- 
ronnd it. I have not cariosity enough to visit the Greek and 
Latin Convents embedded in its fool pnrlieus, bat content 
myself with gazing from my door npon the bine hills ct 
Palestine, which we most cross to-morrow, on our mj tc 
Jsmsatem. 
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CHAPTER III. 

PBOII JAFFA TO JIKtTSALlM. 

tk* Omnlcii or Ji&— BrukCut at a fvnuUlB— Tbe PUId or aiunin— TIw Btdut 
HoHiae or Bimlcb— A Judeu Ludiimiw-^rtae Streeu or Bimlith flm 1 In Palo 
Uur— A Buvenly MorDlnt— Tbe Land of UUk ud Baii«j~-EaMrliig tb* HU- 
ODODbT— l^e PUgMm'g BreiUul— The VsUier or Lies—A Obnrah or tlu Oramlai 
-41iB Agrleuliaie or the HilU— Tb« Vellej or Bib— Dif -Dreiau^Tbt WUdenuM 
— 1*» AptHQub— Wa He tha Boly Citj. 

" Tbroiigh tbe tlr luMlBU, 

TIw Holj dtr. lined blfta ber Mwen." 



Leaving the gate of Jaffa, we rode eastward taecweea del^ht- 
fbl gardens of fig, citron, orsDge, pomegraDate and palm. Tbe 
country for several miles aronnd the city is a complete level— 
part of tbe great plain of Sharon — and the gray mass d 
bnildiag crowning the little prooioutory, is the only laadnark 
MCD above the green garden-land, on looking towards the sea 
The road was lined with hedges of giant cactus, now in bloa- 
•om, and shaded occasionally with broad-armed sycamores 
The orange trees were in bloom, and at the same time laden 
lowD with ripe fruit. The oranges of Jaffa are the finest in 
lyria, and great numbers of them are sent to Beyroot and 
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[ither ports fiirtlier north. The daric fcliage of the pome- 
granate &it)y blazed with its heftvy scarlet blossomi, u4 hen 
and there a cluster of roses made good the Scriptural rflDown 
of those of Sharon. The road was filled vith people, passing 
to and fro, and several families of Jalb JewB were liaring a 
sort of pic-nic in the choice shady spots. 

Ere long we came to a foontun, at a point where two road 
met. It was a large square stmctnre of limestone and marble, 
with a stone trongh in front, and a delightfal open chamber at 
the dde. The space in front was shaded with immense ajetf 
more trees, to which we tied onr horses, and then took onr seats 
in the window above the foantaln, where tiie Greek brought ns 
onr breakfost. The water was cool and delirions, as were onr 
Jalb oranges. It was a charming spot, for as we tat we could 
look under the boughs of the great trees, and down between 
tiie gardens to Jaffa and the Mediterranean. After leaving 
the gardens, we came npon the great plain of Sharon, on which 
. we could see the hnsbandmen at work far and near, ploughing 
and sowing their grain. In some instances, the two operations 
wen made simoltaneonsly, bj having a sort of ftmnel attached 
to the ploogh-handle, mnning into a tobe which entered the 
earth jnat behind the share. The roan held the plough with 
one hand, while with the other he dropped the requisite qnan- 
titj of seed through the tube into the fbrrow. The people are 
ploughing now for their sommer crops, and the wheat and Dar 
ley which they sowed last winter are already in fhU head. On 
other parts of the plain, there were la^e flocks of sheep and 
goatS; with tb^ attendant ahepherda. So ran the rich land- 
■cape, bnAen on!/ tij belts of oUTe treei, to the far hlDi of 
Judsft 
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Biding om am the long, low swells, frsgrant with wQd 
thjme and camomile, we saw at last the tower of Ramlek, and 
down the ralley, an hour's ride to the uwth-east, the minaret 
uf Lndd, the ancient Lydda. Still farther, I could sea the 
houses of the Tillage of Sharon, embowered in oliTes. Bamldi 
is bnilt along the crest and on the eastern slope of a low hiO, 
dai at a distance appears like a stately place^ but this impres- 
sion is immediatelj dissipated on entering it. West of the 
town is a large square tower, between eighty and ninety feet is 
height We rode up to it throngh an orchard of uicient olire 
trees, and over a field of beans. The tower ia eridentlj a miih 
aret, as it is bnilt in the pnreat Saracenic style, and is boi- 
ronaded by the roins (rf a mosqne. I hare rarely seoi any- 
thing more gracefol than the ornamental arches of the upper 
portions. Over the door is a lintel of white marble, with an 
Arabic inscription. The mosqne to which the tower is attached 
s almost entirely destroyed, and only part of the arches of a 
eorridor aronnd three sides of a court-yard, vrth the fountam 
In the centre, still remain. The sabterranean cisternb, uader 
the court-yard, amazed me with their extent and mognitado 
I'hey are no leas than twenty-foar feet deep, and covered by 
twenty-four vaalted ceiliDgs, each twelve feet aqnare, and reet- 
iDg on mosalTe pillars. , The mosqne, when entire, most have 
been one of the finest in Syria. 

We clambered over the broken stones cnmbering the entrance, 
and mounted the steps to the very summit. The view reached 
Erom Jafia and the sea to the monntains near Jemsalem, and 
sonthward to the plam of Ascalon — a great expanse of graia 
and grazing land, all blossoming as the rose, and dotted, eq» 
cially near the moant^as, with dark, luxuriant olive-grorea. 
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nie iudacape had BOmethiiig of tiie green, putotal bMnty <d 
EoglRnd, except the moniitaina, which were wholly of PaleatiiM 
The shadows of fleecy cloads, drifting slowly from east to wert, 
moTtMl across the landscape, which became every moment wottt 
mad foirer in the light of the declining snn. 

I did not tarry in Ramleh, The streets are narrow, crooked, 
and filthy as only an Oriental town can be. The houses hare 
either flat roo& or domes, out of the crevices in which ^ringi 
A plentiful crop of weeds. Some yellow dogs baAed at as as 
we passed, children in tattered garments stared, and old tniv 
baaed heads were raised £n»n the pipe, to gneas who the two 
brown individiials might be, and why they were attended by 
inch a fierce eoMott. Pasdng tbroogh the east«m gate, we 
were gladdened t^ the sight fd onr tente, already pitched In 
the meadow beside the cistern. Derrish tiad arrived an hour 
before m, and had everything ready for the sweet lounge of an 
boor, to which we treat ourselves after a day's ride. I watched 
the evening fade away over the bine hills before as, and tried 
to convince myself that I ahonld reach Jemsalem on the mor- 
row. Reason sud : " Yon certainly will I" — bnt to Futh the 
Holy City was as far off as ever. Was it posJble that I was 
in Jndea 1 Was this the Holy Land of the Cmsades, the soil 
hallowed by tiie feet of Christ and his Apostles ? I most 
believe it. Yet it seemed once that if I ever trod that earth, 
then beneath my Ibet, there wonld be thenceforth a consftcra- 
UoD in my life, a holy essence, a purer inspiration on the 1^ 
a surer faith in the heart. And because I was not other than 
I had been, I half doubted whether It was the Palestine of 
my dreams. 

A >iumber of Arab camdeers, who had come with travelleTa 
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urOBs the Desert from Sgypt, were encamped near at. Fnut 
^(Ha was BDspicioas of some of them, and therefore diTided tiM 
night into three watches, which were kept bj himself and our 
two men. Mnstapha was the last, and kept not only himself. 
but myself, wide awake by bis dolorons chants of love and reli- 
gion. I fell Bonnd asleep at dawn, bnt was roused before 
Bunrise by Francois, who wished to start betimes, on accoont 
of the ragged road we hod to travel. The morning was 
mild, clear, and balmy, and we were soon packed and in 
motion. Leaving the baggage to follow, we rode ahead 
over the fertile fields. The wheat and poppies were glistening 
with dew, biruB sang among the fig-tree«, « cool breezo cams 
down from the hollows of the hills, and my blood leaped 
OB nimbly and joyously aa a young hart on t^e mooutains ct 
Betber. 

Between Bamleh and the hill-conntry, a distance of atxmt 
Kgbt miles, is the rolling plain of Arimathea, and this, as well 
as the greater part of the plain of Sharon, is one of the richest 
districts in the world. The soil is a dark-brown loam, and, 
without manure, prodncea annually superb crops of wheat and 
barley. We rode for miles through a sea of wheat, waring 
far and wide over the swells of land. The tobacco in the fieldx 
about Bamleh was the most luznriant I ever saw, and the 
olire and Sg attain a size and Insty strength wholly unknown 
in Italy. Jndea cursed of QodI what a misconception, nut 
jnly of God's mercy and beneficence, but of the actual fact I 
dive Palestine into Christian hands, and it will again flow with 
milk and honey. Except some ports of Asia Minor, no por 
tion of the Levant is capable of yielding such a harvest of 
((rairi, ulk, wool, fruits, oil, and wine. The great disadvantogf 
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KDder whicli the conntiy laborB, b its frequent drontlu, 
but icere tbe Boil more generally cnltiTated, and the oU 
{^chords nplanted, these would neither be ao frequent nor so 
serere. 

We gradoallj ascended the hflls, pasriiig one or two villi^^ 
imbedded in groias of olires. In the iitUe raUejs, Blantii^ 
down to the pltdne, the Arabs were still plooghing and sowing, 
singing the while an old lore^ong, with its choros of " ya, 
giazalu! ya,gfiazai(eP' (oh.gazellel oh,g&zeIlet) The valley 
narrowed, the lowlands behind na spread ont broader, and ia 
half an hoar more we were threading a narrow pass, between 
stony hilla , orergrown with ilex, myrtle, and dwarf oak. The 
wild purple rose of Palestine blossomed on all sides, and a frt^ 
grant white honeysnckle in some places hang from the rocks. 
l%e path was terribly rough, and barely wide enough for two 
persous on horseback to pass each other. We met a few pil- 
grima returning from Jernsolem, and a straggling company of 
armed l\irks, who had snch a piratical ur, that without the 
solemn Mseveratiou of Francois that the road was quite saTe, 
I should have felt uneasy about our ba^uge. Most of the 
persons we passed were Mnssnlmen, few of whom gave the 
customiuy "Peace be with yon 1" but once a Syrian Ghristian 
sainted me with, " Ood go with you, Pilgrim I" For 
two hours after entering the mountaim, there was scarcely 
a sign of cultiTation. The rock was limestone, or marble, 
lying in horizontal strata, the broken edges of which rose like 
terraces to the summits. These shelves were so covered with 
wUd shrubs — in some places even with rows of olive tree^- 
that to me they hod not the least appearance of that desola 
tion so generally aacribed to them. 
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In a little ddl fttnong the hills there is a small ndned nuMqae, 
or chapel (I conld not decide which), shaded b; a gnap <jl 
magnificent terebinth trees. Several Arabs were resting In it* 
shade, and ve hoped to God there the water we were lotAing 
for, in order to make breakfast. Bnt it was not to be fonnd, 
and we cJunbed nearly to the summit of the first chain of hUh^ 
where in a small ollre orchard, there was a datem, filled bj 
the late rains. It belonged to two ragged bojB, who brought 
08 an earthen Tessel of the water, and then asked, " Shall we 
bring yon milk, Pilgrims 1" I assented, and rectived a small 
ji^; of thick buttermilk, not remarkahlj clean, bat rery refresh- 
bg. My companion, who bad not recorered from his horror at 
finding that the inhabitants of Kamleh washed themselves ia 
the pool which sapplied ns and them, refiised to touch it. We 
made bnt a short rest, for it was now nearly noon, ajid there 
were yet many rough miles between us and Jemsalem. We 
aroesed the first chain of mountains, rode a short distance over 
a stony upland, and then descended bto a long cnltirated 
valley, running to the eastward. At the end nearest ns 
appeared the village of Aboo 1 Ghosh (the Father of Lies). 
which takes its name from a noted Bedontn shekh, who distin- 
guished himself a few years ago by levying contribntioDS on 
travellers. He obtained a large sum of money in this wsiy, 
bnt as he added mnrder to robbecy, and fell npon Tbrks at 
weU as Christians, he was finally captored, and is now ezia 
sting his offences in some mine on the coast of the Black 
Sea. 

Near the bottom of the village there Is » large mfawd bidld- 
ing, now need as a stable hy the inhabitants. The interior k 
drilled Into a nave and two side-nislea by rows cf iqnan 
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pillars, fr}m which spring p<uated arcbee. The door-wftj h at 
the mde, and is Oothic, with « dash of Sancenie in the oma- 
mental moal^ogs abore it. The large window at the extremit j 
of the nare is remarkable for having round arches, which circiuu- 
fltauce, together with the traces of arabesqae painted omameDtd 
aa the columns, led me to think it might have been a mosqae ; 
but Dr. Kobinson, who is now here, considers it a Christian 
church, of the time of the Crusaders, l^e village of Aboo '1 
Qhofih is said to be the site of the birth-place of the Prophet 
Jeremiah, aod I can well imagine it to hare been the case, 
T)ie aspect of the moontain-conntr; to the east and north-east 
would explain the savage dreariness of bis lamentations. The 
whole valley in which the village stands, as well as another 
which joins it on the east, is moat assiduousl; cultivated. Th< 
■tony mountain sides are wroaght into terraces, where, in spite 
of soil which resembles an American turnpike, patches of 
wheat are growing luxuriantly, and olive trees, centuries old, 
hold on to the rocks with a clutch as hard and bony as the 
hand of Death. In the bed of the valley the fig tree thrives, 
and sometimes the vine and fig grow tt^ther, forming the 
patrlarcbial arbor of shade familiar to us all. The shoots of 
the tree are still young and green, but the blossoms of the 
grape do not yet give forth their goodly savor. I did not 
hear the voice of the turtle, but a nightingale sang in the 
briery thickets by the brookside, as we passed along. 

Climbing out of this valley, we descended by a stony stair- 
case, as rugged as the Ladder of Tyre, in the Wady Beit 
Hanineh. Here were gardens of oranges in blossom, with 
orchards of quince and apple, overgrown with vinos, and the 
&agrant hawthorn tree, snowy with its bloom. A stone 
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bridge, the onl7 one on the road, crosBes the drj bed of 4 
winter itreom, aod, looking ap the glen, I saw tho Arab 
village of Eulonieh, at the entrance of the valle; of ESah, 
l^oriouB with the memorieB of the shepherd-boy, Darid. Oni 
road turned off to the right, and commenced ascending a lon^ 
Arj glen between moantains which grew more aterile the 
(nrthor we irent. It was nearly two hoars past noon, the snn 
fiercely hot, and onr horses were nigh jaded ont with the roa|^ 
road and onr impatient Bpnrring. I began to fancy we conid 
■ee Jerusalem irom the top of the pass, and tried to think of 
the aadent days of Jndea. Bat it was in vain. A newer 
[nctare ahat them oat, and banished even the diviner imagn 
of Onr Savionr and His Disciples. Heathen that I was, 1 
coold only think of Godlrey and the Omsaders, taa^ng up thi 
■ame path, and the ringing line« of Tasso vibrated conetant^ 
Ib my ear : 

' £coo apparir Gienualemm' d vede ; 
Ecco additar Qienualeinm' st aoorge ; 
Ecoo da mllle rod nnltameute, 
GlsmBalemme aslntar nl aent«I" 

The Palestine of the Bible — the Land of Promise to the 
Israelites, the hind of Miracle and Sacrifice to the Apostiei 
and their followers — still slept in the unattainable distance, 
nnder a sky of biner and more tranquil lovelinesB than that ta 
vboee cloudless vault I looked up. It lay as far and beantifU 
ai it once seemed to the eye of childhood, and tbe swords d 
Seraphim kept profane feet from itb sacred hills. Bnt tb«u 
rough rocks around me, these dry, fiery hollows, these thkkoti 
of andent oak utd ilex, bad beard the tmmpets of the Uiddk 
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Agw, And the clai% and clatter of EaropeaD armor — ^I eonld 
feel ftnd believ\) that. I entered the ranka ; I followed tha 
trumpets and the holy hymns, and vaited breathlessly for tha 
mcment when erery maOed knee should drop in the dost, and 
every bearded and sonbomed cheek be wet with derotional 
teare. 

6nt when I climbed the last ridge, and looked ahead with 
a sort of painful snspense, Jerosalem did not appear. We 
were two thoosand feet above the Mediterranean, whose blue 
we conld dimly Bee far to the west, through notches in the 
chain of hills. To the north, the moantains were gray, 
desolate, and awfnl. Not a shrab or a tree relieved their 
&igbtfnl barrenness. An npland tract, covered with white 
volcanic rock, lay before ns. We met peasants with asses, who 
looked (to my eyes) as if they had jast left Jemsalem. Still 
Ccffward we urged onr horses, and reached a mined garden, 
Biirronnded with hedges of cacttu), over which I saw domes 
and walls in the distance. I drew a loi^ breath and looked at 
Francois. He was Jigging along without taming his head ; 
be could not have been so indifferent if that was really the 
city. Presently, we reached another slight rise in the rocky 
plain. He began to nrge his pantii^ horse, and at the same 
instant we both lashed the spirit into onrs, dashed on at a 
break-neck gallop, ronnd the comer of an old wall on the top 
of the hill, and lo I the Holy City I Onr Greek jerked both 
[ustols from his holsters, and fired them into the air, as we 
rdoed up on the steep 

From the descriptionB ot travellers, I had expected to see in 
Jenualem an ordinary modem Torkish town ; bnt that before 
OM, with it> wills, fortresses, and domes, was it not still the 
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City of David T I nv the Jenualem of the Xew Ti'stanient 
K I had imagined it. Long liaes of walls crowned with ■ 
notched parapet and strengthened hy towers; a few domes and 
spires ahore them; clnaters of cypresa here and there; thii 
was all that was Tisible of the cily. On either side the hili 
sloped down to the two deep ralleys over which it hangs. On 
the east, the Hoont of Olives, crowned with a chapel and 
mosque, rose high and steep, bnt in front, the eje pasaed 
directly over the city, to rest far away upon the lofty moun- 
tains of Hoab, beyond the Dead Sea. The scene waa grand is 
Its ramplidty. The prominent colors were the purple cX those 
distant moantfuns, and the hoary gray of the nearer hills. If £ 
walls were of the dnll yellow of weather-stained marble, and 
the only trees, the dark cypress and moonlit olive. Now, 
indeed, for one brief moment, I knew that I was in P^oatine ; 
that I saw Mount Olivet and Meant Son; and — I know not 
how it was— my sight grew weak, and all objects trembled and 
wavered in a watery Glm. Since we arrived, I have looked 
down npon the dty from the Mount of Olives, and np to it 
from the Talley of Jehosaphat; bnt I cannot restore the 
illusion of that first view. 

We allowed onr horses to walk slowly down the remaining 
half-mile to the JaSh gat«. An Englishman, with a red nlk 
shawl over his head, was sketchhig the city, while an Arab 
held an umbrella over him. Inside the gate we stumbled npon 
an Italian shop with an Italian sign, and after threading a 
number of intricate passages nnder dark archways, and being 
turned off from one hotel, which was fall of travellerB, reached 
another, kept by a converted German Jew, where we fbnnd Dr. 
ftotdnson and Dr. Ely Smith, who both arrived yesterd^. II 
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soandB strange to talk of a hotel in Jerusalem, but the world 
is progrsBBing, and there are already three, J leare to^nor 
row fi» Jericho, the Jordan, and the Dead Sea, and shall h&Te 
■Mm to n; of JeroBolein on m; retrniL 
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Iha G»na of Launu — nie Tsllsj otrirfr-BaanHr ofth* wnilnmim Tin mik o. 
Bufiddl— Tb« ihan of Ihs D«id Be«— A Bltomliiou Bath — QiUnp to tha Jortoa— 
A mtah for Robb«n — Tbm JordmD — BAptUnt— nia nalu* or itfitb/> — Tba Vottntail 



I BErnBMiD tbia afternoon &om an excnraion to the Dead Sea^ 
the Birer Jordan, and the sit« of Jericho. Owing to the 
^)proaclung heats, an early visit was deemed desirable, and the 
ahekbs, who have charge of the road, were summoned to meet 
ns on the day after we arrived. There are two tf these 
gentlemen, the Sbekh el-Ar^b (of the Bedonins), and the 
Bhekb el-Felloheeu (of the peasants, or hosbandmen), to whom 
each traveller is obliged to pa; one fanudered piastree for aa 
Hoort. It Is, in fhct; a sort of compromise, hj which the 
ibekhs agree not to rob the traveller, and to protect him 
agunst other shekha. If the road is not actoallj safe, the 
TorUih garrison here is a mere farce, bat the arrangement ii 
winked at bf the Paaha, who, of oonrse, gets lua shue of thi 
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100,000 {Hostrea which the two §campa yeorl; Iot; upon 
trarellerH The sliektas came to oar rooms, and after b7iiig to 
postpone oar departore, Id order to attach other toorista to tiie 
same escort, and tbos save a Uttle expeuge, took half the pay 
and agreed to be ready the next morning. Unfortunately for 
my origmal plan, the Convent (rf San 8aba has been closed 
within two w three weeks, and no stranger is now admitted. 
This nnosnal step was caosed by the disorderlj condnct of some 
Frencfamea who Tiaited San Saba. We sent to the Bishop ot 
ihe Greek Cbnrcfa, askmg a simple permisdon to view thv 
interior of the Gonrent; bnt without eSiect. 

We left the dtj yesterday morning by St. Stephen's Gate, 
descended to the Valley of Jehosaphat, rode under the stone 
wall which encloses the supposed Gethsemane, and hxA a path 
leading along the Monnt of Olives, towards the Hill of 
Offence, which stands over aguont the soathem end of the dty, 
oiq>odte the month ct the Vale of Hinnon. Neither of the 
■hekbs made his appearance, bat sent in their etead three 
Arabs, two of whom were mounted and armed with sabres and 
long gnns. Our man, Mnstapha, had charge of the baggage- 
mole, carrying oor tent tuid the provisions fbr the trip. It was 
a dnll, sultry morning ; a dark, leaden haze hui^ orer Jerusa- 
lem, and the kiatiueen, or birocco-wind, came from the soatb- 
west, out of the Arabian Desert We had again resnmed the 
Oriental costnme, bnt in spite of an ample torban, my Ikce 
BO(m began to scorch in the dry heat. From the creet of the 
Hill of Offence there is a wide view over the heights on botl> 
dde« of the ralley of the Brook Kedron. Thdr sides an 
worked into terraces, now green with spring^ grun, and neu 
the bottom planted with olive und fig treea Hie upland ridge 
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or vfttershed of Palestine is cultivated for a c 
distance around JernBalem. The soil is light and stonj, jet 
appears to jield a good return for the little labor bestowed 
npon it 

Crossing the sonthem flank of Monnt Olivet, in half an hov 
we reached the village of Bethany, hanging on the a.io of the 
hilL It is a miserable cinater of Arab hnts, with not a baildiog 
which appears to be more than a centnry old. The Qrotto oi 
Lazaros is here shown, and, of coarse, we stopped to see it. 
It belongs to an old Mnssalman, who came out of his honse witli 
a piece Ot waxed rope, to light qb down. An aperture opens 
bom the roadside into the hill, and there is barely room enough 
tor a person to enter. Descending about twenty steps at a 
sharp angle, we landed in a small, damp vault, with an opening 
in the floor, communicating with a short passage below. The 
vault was undoubtedly ezcarated for aepnlchral purposes, and 
the bodies were probably deposited (as in many Egyptian 
tombs) in the pit under it Our guide, however, pmnted to a 
square mass of masonry in one comer as the tomb of Lazams, 
whose body, he informed us, was still walled np there. There 
Was an arch in the side of the vault, once leading to oth^ 
chambers, but now closed np, and the guide stated tiiat 
■eventy-fonr Prophets were interred therein. There senns to 
be no doubt that the present Arab viIIe^ occupies the dte at 
Bethany; and if it conld be proved that this pit existed at tbe 
beginning of the Christian Era, and there never had been any 
ether, we might accept it as the tomb of Lasamfl. On titt 
(Test of a high hDl, oren^wiist Bethany, b mi ArMbvUl^fe on 
tbe site of Betlipage. 
Wc descended into tbe valley of a winter itrMin, now filled 
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«tth patches of sparse wheat, jost begiamng to ripen. The 
mountains grew more bleak and deaot&te as we advanced, and 
as there is » regoJar descent in the sereral ranges over which 
one must pass, the distant hills of the lands of Moab and 
Ammon were always in mght, rising like a high, bine wall 
ftgaiost the ak;. The Dead Sea is 4,000 feet below Jerasa- 
lem, but the general slope of the interreuing district is b<' 
n^nlar (hat from the spires of the city, and the Monnt of 
OllTes, one can look down directly npon its waters. This 
deceived me as to the actual distance, and I conld scarcely 
eredit the assertion of onr Arab escort, that it wonld reqoirs 
six honrs to reach it. After we had ridden nearly two hoars, 
we left the Jericho road, sending Hnstapha and a staanch olo 
Arab direct to onr re8ting-p1ac« for the night, In the Talley of 
the Jordan. The two mounted Bedouins accompanied ns acrosi 
the rugged moantains lying between ns and the Dead Sea. 

At first, we took the way to the Conrent of Mar Saba, fol- 
lowing the conrse of the Brook Kedron down the Wady 
eit-Xar (Valley of Fire). In half an hour more we reached 
two large tanks, hewn ont under the base of a limestone cliffy 
and nearly filled with nun. The surface was coTered with a 
greenish vegetable scnm, and three wild and dirty Arabs 
of the hills were washing themselves In the principal one 
Onr Bedonins immediately dismounted and followed their 
example, and after we had taken some refreshment, we had 
the satisfaction of filKng our water-jng from the same sweet 
pooL After this, we left the San Saba rood, and monnted th'' 
htight east of the valley. From that point, all signs of cnlti 
rattoo and habitation disappeared. The monntcuns were grim, 
bare, and frightfully mgged. The scanty grass, coaxed into tif* 
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bj the winter rains, w&s alread; scorched out of all greenneas 
■ome bnschoB of wild sage, gnaphalitun, and other hardy aro 
matic berba spotted (he yellow g<h1, and in sheltered places the 
scarlet pqtpies borned like coals of fire among the rifts cf the 
gray limestone rock. Oar track kept along the higher 
ridges and creets of the hills, between the glens and gorgea 
which sank on either hand to a dizzy depth below, and were 
so steep as to be almost inaccessible. The r^ion is' so 
scarred, gashed and torn, that no work of man's hand can 
nre i^ from perpetnal desolation. It is a wildemess more 
hopeless than the Desert. If I were left alone in the midst 
of it, I shoold lie down and await death, without thought or 
lope of rescue. 

The character of the day was pecnliarly suited to enhance 
the impression of such scenery. Though there were no clouds, 
the son was invisihle ; as far as we conld see, beyond the Jor- 
dan, and away southward to the moontains of Hoab and 
the cliffs of Engaddi, the whole country was covered as with 
the smoke of a fhmace ; and the furious sirocco, that threat- 
ened to topple US down the gnlfs yawning on either hand, had 
DO -coolness on its wings. The horses were sore-footed, but 
now and then a gnet woald come that made tliem and na 
strain against it, to avoid being dashed against the rock on 
one side, or hnrled off the brink on the other. The atmos- 
phere was punfolly oppreaaiTe, and by and by a dc^ged 
silence took possession of our party. After pasmng a lofty 
peak which Francois called Djebel Nnttar, the Mountain 
of Bain, we came to a la^e Moslem building, sitnated on 
a bleak eminence, overlooking part of the valley of the Jordan. 
Tbis is the tomb called Nebbee Moussa by tbe Araba, and 
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believed by them to Btand npon the spot where Moaea died 
We halted at the gate, bat no one came to admit db, though 
my companioD thought he saw a man's head at one of the aper- 
tures in the wall. Arab tradition here ie ae mnch at fanlt ai 
Christian tradition in many other places. The trae Nebo ii 
Bomewhere in the chun of Fi^ah; and though, probably, 
I saw it, and all see it who go down to the Jordan, yet " no 
man knoweth its place nnto thia day." 

Beyond Nebbee Monasa, we came out npon the last heights 
overlooking the Dead Sea, thongh several miles of low 
bills remuned to be passed. The head of the sea was nsible 
as far as the Bas-el-Feshka on the west, and the hot fonntuu 
of Callirhod on the eastern shore. Farther than this, all was 
Tapor and darkness. The water was a soft, deep porple hae, 
brightening into blue. Oar road led down what seemed a vast 
sloping canseway firom the mountains, between two ravines, 
walled by cliffs several haadred f^t in height. It gradm^y 
flattened into a plain, covered with a white, saline incms- 
tation, and grown with clomps of soar willow, tamarisk, and 
other shrnbs, among which I looked in vain for the osher, or 
Dead Sea apple. The plants appewed as if smitten with 
leprosy; but there were some flowers growing almost to the 
margin of the sea. We reached the shore about 2 p. ii. 
The heat by this time was most severe, and the ur so dense as 
to occasion pains in my ears. The Dead Sea is 1,800 feet 
below the Mediterranean, and without doubt the lowest part 
of the earth's surface. I attribute the oppression I felt to this 
&ct and to the sultriness of the day, rather than to any exha- 
lation from the sea itself Francois remarked, however, that 
had the wind — which by this time was reering mnd tc 
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the nortb^Mt — blown from the sonth, we coold scarcelj ban 
endured it The us resemblcf a great cauldron, sank beWeoc 
•noantaina from three to four thoosand feet in height; and pr» 
babi; we did oot experience more than a tithe of the summer 
twat. 

I proposed a bath, for the sake of experiment, bat Fraofdi 
endeavored to dissnade ns. He had tried it, and nothing 
conld t>e more disagreeable ; we risked getting a fever, 
and, bendes, there were fbor honra of dangerooB travel jet 
before as. Bnt bj this time we were half trndressed, and 
soon were floating on the clear bitnminona waves. The beaeh 
was One gravel and shelved gradually down. I kept mj 
tnrban on my head, and was carefid to av^ toaching the 
water with m; face. The sea was moderatelj warm and 
gratefollj soft and soothing to the skin. It was impossible to 
sink ; and even while Hwimmiag, tlie body rose half out of the 
water. I should think it possible to dive for a short distance, 
bnt prefer that some one else would try the experiment. 
With a 1<^ of wood for a pOlow, one might sleep as on one ot 
the patent mattreeses. The taste of the water is salty and 
pnngent, and stings the tongae like saltpetre. We were 
obliged to dress in all haste, without eren wiping off the 
detestable liquid ; yet I experienced very little of that dis- 
eomfbrt which most travellers have remarked. When the 
skin had been previously bruised, there was a slight smarting 
senBation, and my body felt clammy and glutinous, bnt the 
bath was rather refreshing than otherwise. 

We turned our horses' beads towards the Jordui, and rode 
Ml over a dry, barren plain. The two Bedouins at first 
dadied ahead at nil gallop, ottering cries, and whirling th^ 
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luDg guns in the air. Tbe dnat the; raised ww blown In oni 
faces, and contained so much salt that mj eyes b^an to smart 
p^ninllf. Tliereopoo I followed them at an equal rate of speed. 
Rud we left a long dond of the accnrBed soil wbirUng behind 
ns. Presently, howeTer, they fell to the rear, and continued to 
kee]) at some distance from ns. The reason of this was soon 
ezpl^ned. The path turned eastward, and we already saw a 
line of dosky green windii^; through the wilderness. This was 
the Jordan, and the moautains beyond, the home of lobbei 
Arabs, were close at hand. Those robbers frequently cross 
the river and conceal themselves behind the sand'hills on tbia 
aide. Oar brave escort w^, therefore, inclined to put ns for- 
ward as a forlorn-hope, and secore their own retreat in case <^ 
an attack. But aa we were all well armed, and had never consi- 
dered th^ attendance as anything more than a genteel way 
of buying them off &om robbing ns, we allowed them to lag as 
much as they chose. Finally, as we approached the Pilgrims' 
Ford, one of them took his station at some distance &om tbe 
river, on the top of a mound, while tbe other got behind some 
trees near at hand ; in order, as they said, to watch the oppo- 
tdte bills, and alarm us whenever they should see any of the 
Beni Snkrs, or the Beni Adwams, or the 'Pfakh, coming down 
ipon us. 

The Jordan at this point will not average more than tea 
yards in breadth. It flows at the bottom of a gnlly abont fif- 
teen feet dsep, which traverses the broad valley in a most top- 
tnoits coarse. The water has a white, clayey hne, and is vei; 
swift. The changes of the cnrrent have formed islands and 
beds of son here and there, which are covered with a dense 
jrowtb of ash, poplar, willow, and tamarisk trees. The banki 
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et the riTer are bordered with thickets, now oTergrown with 
wild Tinea, and fragrant with flowering plants. Birdn sin^ 
coDtinoall; in the cool, dark coTerts of the trees. I found ■ 
siDgalar charm in the wild, lonelj, luxuriant banks, the tangled 
ondergrowtb, and the rapid, brawling conrae of tbo sacred 
atream, as it alqiped in sight and ont of sight among the trees 
Xt is almost impoadble to reach the water at any otliei 
point than the Ford of the Pilgrims, the snppoGed locality 
of the paaaage of the Israelites and the baptism of Christ 
The plain near it is still blackened by the camp-fires of the ten 
thousand pilgrims who went down from Jerusalem threp weeks 
ago, to hathe. We tied out horses to the trees, and prepared 
to follow their example, which was necessary, if only to wash off 
the ioiqnitous slime of the Dead Sea. FranQOis, in the mean- 
time, filled two tin flasks from the stream and stowed them in 
the saddle-baga The current was bo swift, that one could not 
venture &r without the risk of being carried away ; but I sue 
ceeded iu obtwning a complete and most refreshing immcraioii. 
The taint of Qomorrah was not entirely washed away, but I 
rode off with as great a sense of relief as if the baptism had 
been a moral one, as well, and had purified me from sin. 

We rode for nearly two honra, in a north-west direction, tc 
the Bedoain village of Riliah, near the site of ancient Jericho. 
Before reaching it, the gray salt waste Tonisbes, and the soil » 
covered with grass and herha. The buren character of the 
first r^ou is evidently owiug to deposits from the vapora of 
the Dea Ses, aa thej are blown over the plain by the aontfc 
wind. ThB chaonels of streams around Jericho are filled witt) 
nebbuk treei, the fruit of which is just ripening. It is appa* 
reutly indigenous, and grows more luxuriantly than on tht 
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Whits Nile. It is a vaHety of the riawaus, aud ia set dows 
b^ botanifltfl as the Spma Christi, of which the Saviour's mock 
crown of thorns was mode. I see no reason to doobt this, u 
the twigs are long and pliant, and armed with small, thongb 
most cruel, thorns. I had to pay for gathering some of th« 
froit, with a torn dreaa and bleeding fingers. The little apples 
which it bears are slightly add and excellent for alleviating 
thirst. I also noticed on the plun a variety of the night- 
BiiadCj with lai^e berries of a golden color. The spring 
flowers, BO plentiful now in all other parts of Palestine, have 
already disappeared from the Talley of the Jordan. 

Ribah is a vile little village of tents and mnd-hnts, and the 
only relic of antiquity near it is a square tower, which may 
possibly be of the time of Herod. There are a hw gardens 
in the place, and a grove of superb fig-trees. We found 
oar tent already pitched beside a rill which issues from the 
Fountun of Elisha. The evening was very soltry, and the 
musquitoes gave ns no rest. We pnrchased some milk frwn 
an old man who came to the tent, bat snch was his mistrogt 
of uB that he refused to let as keep the earthen vessel contun- 
ing it nntU morning. As we had already paid the money to 
bis son, we would not let Mm take the milk away until he had 
brought the money back. He then took a dagger from his 
waist and threw it before as as secority, while be carried off 
the vessel and returned the price. I have freqaently seen the 
Mine mistroBtful spirit exbilEted in Egypt Our two Bedouins, 
to whom I gave some tobacco in the evening, manifested thdr 
gntitude by stealing the remainder of our stock during the 
idgfat. 

m« m«n*ng we followed the stream to iti ioona, tin 
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Fountain of EUsha, bo called as being probably that healed b} 
Ihe Prophet. If so, the healing was acarcelj complete. Tbi 
water, which gashes ap str<mg and free at the foot of a rod^ 
Qumad, ia warm and slightlj brackish. It spreads into a 
shallow pool, shaded b; a fine sycamore tree. Jost below, 
there are some remains of old walls on both sides, and thi 
stream goes roaring away throngh a rank jangle of canet 
fifteen feet in hdght. The precise site of Jericho, I bdier^ 
has not been fixed, but " the dtj of the palm trees," 68 it was 
called, was probably on the plain, near some monnda which rise 
behind the Fountain. Here there are occasional traces (S 
fbondation walls, but so rnined as to give no cine to the data 
of their erection. Farther towards the moontain there are 
some arches, which appear to be Saracenic. As we ascended 
again into the hiU-coautry, I observed several traces of cist«mt 
in the bottoms of ravines, which collect the rains. Herod, as 
is well known, boilt many such cisterns near Jericho, where he 
had a palace. On the first crest, to which we climbed, there ii 
put of a Roman tower yet standii^. The view, looking back 
over the valley of Jordan, is magnificent, extending from the 
Dead Sea to the mountains of Qilead, beyond the country of 
Ammon. I thought I could trace the point where the Kver 
f'abbok comes down from Mizpeh of Gilead to join the Jordan 
The wilderness we now entered was full/ as barren, but leas 
rugged than that throngh which we passed yeiterday. Tht 
path ascended along the brink of a deep gorge, at the bott^MS of 
which a little stream foamed over the rocks. The high, bleik 
nunmits towards which we were climbing, are conudered \ij 
jome Biblical geographers to be Mount Quarantana, the aoiM 
af Ohrtsfa fosting and temptation. After two honn wf 
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ivmobed the ridiu of a luge Uuu or hostler;, nnder one <rf tin 
peaks, which FranQoia stated to be the veritable " high moaih 
tain " whence the Devil pointed out all the kingdoms <f tlw 
earth. There ia a cave in the rock beside the road, which the 
BuperatitioDS look upon as the orifice oat of which his Satanic 
Majesty issned. We met large n^mbera of Arab familieB, with 
their flocks, descending from the mountains to take np their 
sommer reudence near the Jordan. The; were all on foot, 
except the young children and goats, which were stowed 
toother on the backs of donkeys. The men were armed, and 
appeared to be of the same tribe aa our escort, with whom thej 
had a good onderstanding. 

The moming was cold and clondy, and we hurried on over 
the hills to a fountain in the valley of the Brook Eedron, 
where we breakfasted. Before we had reached Bethany a rain 
eame down, and the sky hung da^ and lowering over Jemsa- 
lem, aa we passed the crest of Mount Olivet. It stiU runs, 
and tiie filthy condition of the dty exceeds anything I have 
won, ereo in the Or'eRt. 
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CHAPTER T. 

THE CITY OF CHRIST, 

UodeiD Jcniulem— The Site of the City — Uaunt Zioii— Mount Horiib— Tte 
Tmplc—Ths Valley of Jehouphu— The Olim ol GetlutniMM— TheMoumHf 
Olim— Hoilem Tnditkni—Faaoiuiia from the Summit— The Inleiior oI llu 
City~-The Populuion— MiisioDS >ad Miuionuiei— Chtiitiuitj in Jemslcn- 
lotolemice— The Jewi of Jenualcffl— The Face of Chriit— The Church of i)i( 
Hotr Sepulchre—The Holy of Holio— The Sacred Localitiei— Viiioiu of Chiiil 
—The Hoqua of Omai— The Holy Mim of Timboctso— Prepuuiou for D«- 
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» the Lord halh rejecled and fonaken 



JSHUSALUi, Monday, Maj, 3, I«5I. 

SiiroE travel is becoming a necessarj part of edncation, and 
a jonroey throngh the Eaat is no loiter attended with persraal 
risk, Jenisalem will soon be as familiar a station on the grand 
tonr as Paris or Naples. The task of describing it is alreadj 
next to snperflnooB, bo thorot^hlf has the tq)ogTaphj (tf the 
dty been laid down by the snrvefs of Robinson and the 
drawings of Roberts. There is little more left for Biblicai 
research. The few places which can be authenticated an 
DOW generally accepted, and the many doubtfol ones mnst 
•Iwaji be the snbjecte of speculation and conjecture. Tben 
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a no new Hgbt which can remoTe the cloud ol nnontaintiK 
vhntin one ctmtiniiftU; wudsrs. Yet, even r(;|ectiiiig *1. 
these with the most skeptical spirit, there stall remuns enou^ 
to make the place sacred in the eyes of eveiy follower d 
Cluiflt, The dtj stands on the ancient site ; the Moont of 
Olives looks down apon it ; the fbnndations of the Temple of 
Solomon are on Moont Moriah ; the Pool of Siloam has still 
a cap of water for those who at noontide go down to the 
Talley of Jehosaphat ; the andent gate jet looketh towwdi 
Damaseas, and of the Palace of Herod, there is a tower which 
Tiine and Tark and Cmsader have spared. 

Jemsalem is built on the snmmit ridge of the hill-camitij 
of Palestine, jaet where it begins to slope eastward. Not 
half a mile from the Jaffa Qate, the waters ran towards the 
Uediterraneao. It is about 2,700 feet above the latter, and 
1,000 feet above the Dead Sea, to which the descent is much 
more abmpt. The hiil, or rather groap of small monnta, on 
which Jerohalem stands, slants eastward to the brink of the 
Tallej of Jehoeapbat, and the Mount of Olives rises opposite, 
from the sides and summit of which, one sees the entire atj 
spread oat like a map before him. The Talley of Himum, 
the bed of which is on a mnch higher level than that of 
Jehoeaphat, skirts the soath-western and aonthern part of the 
walls, and drops into the latter valley at the foot of Uoont 
Son, the most soathem of the monnts. The steep slope at 
the Junction of the two valleys is the ute of the city of 
the Jebusites, the most ancient part of Jerusalem. It is 
now covered with garden-terraces, the present wall crossing 
from Mount Zion on the south to Mount Moriah on the eaBt. 
A little glen, anciently called the Tyropeon, divides the 
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moniiti, and wbda tliTOogh to the Damascus Oate, x thi 
north, though frcm the height of the walls and the poriti<» 
of the city, the depresaion which it catiBes in the mass of 
bnildiDgs is not rerj perceptible, except trwn the latter point 
Moriah ia the lowest of the moanta, and hangs directly oref 
the Valley of Jehoeaphat. Its sammit was bnilt op b} 
Solomon BO as to form a qnadrangiilar terrace, fire handred 
by three handred yards in dimension. The lower courses of 
the grand wall, composed of hage blocks of gray conglomerat« 
limestone, still remain, and there seems to be no donbt that 
they are of the tune of Solomon. Some of the stones are of 
enormous ma ; I noticed several which were fifteen, and one 
twenty-two feet in length. The upper part of the wall was 
restored by Saltan Selim, the conqaeror of Egypt, and the 
level of the terrace now supports the great Mosque of Omar, 
which stands on the very site of the temple. Except these 
fonndation walls, the Damascns Qate and the Tower at 
Hippicos, there is nothing left of the aninent city. Tht 
length of the present wall of drcnmference ia about two miles, 
but the drcnit of Jernsidem, in the time of Herod, was 
probably double that distance. 

The best views of the dty are from the Mount of Olives, 
and the hill north of it, whence I^tns directed the si^e whidi 
resnlted in its total destmction. The Cmsaders under God- 
frey of Bouillon encamped on the same hill. My first walk 
after reachii^ here, was to the summit of the Mount of Olives. 
Not far from the hotel we came upon the Via Dolorosa, up 
which, according to Catholic tradition, Christ toiled with the 
cms npott ^is shoulders. I foond it utterly impossible to 
ta^line that I was walking in the same path, and {xeferred 
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doabtisg the tradition. An arch is built acroas &» street kI 
the Q>ot where thej wj he was shown to the popnlaca 
(E«Bi Soma.) The passage is steep and rongh, descending tc 
St. Stephen^ Gate hj the Governor's Palace, which stands on 
the lite of the faonse of Fontins Pilate. Here, in the waD 
forming the northern part of the foondation of the temple- 
there are some rer? fine remains of andent workmanship 
^rom the dtj wall, the groand descends abmptly to thi 
Tallej of Jehosaphat. The Tnrkiflh remdents have thdi 
tombs on the dtj nde, jost nnder the terrace of the mosqoc^ 
whOa thoosands of Jews find a pecnliw beatitude in having 
themselves interred on the opposite slope of the Monnt of 
Olives, which is in some places qnite covered with theii 
emmbling tombstones. The bed of the Brook Kedron is now 
drj and stonj. A. sort of chapel, built in the bottom ot the 
valley, is supposed bjr the Greeks to cover the tomb of the 
Virgin — a claim which the Latins consider absnrd. Near this^ 
at the verj foot of the Monnt of Olives, the latter sect have 
lately bnilt a high stone wall aronnd the Garden of Gethse- 
mane, for the porpose, apparently, of protecting the five aged 
olives. I am ignorant of the grounds wherefore Gethsemane 
is placed here. Host travellers have g^ven their fiutb to the 
■pot, bnt Dr. Robinson, who is more reliable than any amount 
of mere tradition, does not coincide with them. The trees do 
not appear as andent as some of those at the foot of Monnt 
Carmel, which are supposed to date iirom the Roman colony 
eatablished by Titos. Moreover, it is well known that at the 
time of the taking of Jemsalem by that Emperor,, all 
the trees, tor many miles around, were destrt^ed. Thf 
oUve^rees, therefore, cannot be those under which Ohrigf 
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rested, eTen Happming thu to be the true ale Ol 0«tb 
aemane. 

The Mount of Olivea is a steep and rn^ed hill, dcmunatdiig 
Of er the cit/ and the snrroaDding he^hts. It ia still oovered 
nrith olive orcharls, and planted with patches of grain, which 
do not thrive well on the stony soil On the sonunit is t 
mosqae, with a minaret attached, which affords a grand pan» 
ramie view. As we reached it, the Chief of the College of 
Dervishes, in the conrt of the Mosqne of Omar, came ont with 
a number of attendants. He sainted ns conrteoosly , which 
would not hare been the case had he been the Soperior of the 
Latin Convent, and we Greek Monks. There were some 
Turkish ladles in the interior of the mosqne, so that we conld 
not gain Etdmittance, and therefore did not see the rock con- 
taining the foot-prints of Christ, who, according to Moslem 
trotUtion, ascended to bearen from this spot. The Mobamme- 
ians, it may not be generally known, accept the history <rf 
Christ, except hia cmcifixion, believing that he passed to 
heaven without death, another person being cntdfied in his 
stead. They call him the Roh-AUah, or Spirit of Ood, 
and consider him, after Mahomet, as the holiest of tbo 
I'rophets. 

We ascended to the gallery of the minaret. The city lay 
opposite, ao fturly spread ont to onr view that almost every 
house might be separately distinguished. It is a mass of gray 
buildings, with dome-roofs, and bnt for the mosques of Omar 
and El Aksa, with the conrts and galleries aronnd them, would 
be exceedingly tame in appearance. The only other prominont 
points are the towers of the Holy Sepulchre, the citod^ 
enclosing Herod's Tower, and the mosqne on mount Zkm. Ttm 
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FDrkiflfa wftli, with its sharp angles, its square bastione, and 
the long, embrasnred lines of its parapet, is the moet striiting 
feature of the view. Stony hills stretch aWay from the city 
on all mdes, at present cheered with tracts of apringing wheat, 
bat l&ter in the season, brown and desolate. In the sonth, thr 
convent of St. Elias is risible, and part of the little town ol 
Bethlehem. I passed to the eastern side of the gallery, and 
looking: thence, deep down among the sterile monntfuns, beheld 
a loi^ sheet of bine water, its aonthern extremity vanishing id 
a hot, snlphnry haze. The monntains of Anunon and Moab, 
which formed the back-^;ronQd of my first view of Jemsalem, 
leaned like a vast wall against the sky, beyond the mysterious 
sea-and the braad ralteyof the Jordaa The great depression 
of this raUey below the level of the Mediterranean gives it a 
most remarkable character. It appears even deeper than is 
actually the cme, and resembles an enormous chasm or moat, 
separating two difi'erent regions of the earth. The kkaautm 
was blowing from the sonth, from out the deserts of Edom, 
and threw its veil of Gery vapor over the landscape. The 
mne£zin pelted out to me the location of Jericho, of Kerak 
in Mioab, and Es-Salt in the country of Ammon. Ere long 
the shadow of the mmaret denoted noon, and, placing hia 
hands on both sides of his month, he cned out, first on the 
South side, towu-ds Mecca, and then to the West, and North^ 
and £aet: "God is great: there is no Qod but Qod, and 
Mohammed is His Prophetl Let us prostrate oorselves before 
Him : and to Him alone be the gloryl" 

Jerusalem, internally, gives no impression but that tit filth, 
rain, poverty, and degradatioo. There are two or three 
■treeta in the western or higher portion of the city which an 
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tolenblf dewi, Irnt all the others, to the very gstua (rf tlu 
H0I7 Sepulchre, are channelB of pestilence. The Jevish Qou 
ter, which is the largest, ho uckened and diagnsted me, that 1 
Bhoald rather go the whole roand of the citj walls than pau 
throDgh it a second time. The bazaars are poor, compared 
with those of other Oriental dtiee of the same size, and the 
pnndpal trade seems t^j be in rosaries, both Turkish and Chris- 
tian, crosses, seals, amnlets, and pieces of the H0I7 Sepalchre. 
rbe population, which may possibly reach 20,000, is apparently 
Jewish, for the most part -, at least, I have been principally 
struck with the Hebrew face, in my walks. The number of 
Jews has increased considerably within a few years, and there 
is also quite a number who, having been converted to Pro- 
testantism, were brought hither at the expense of English 
missionary sodetjes for the purpose of forming a Protestant 
community. Two of the hotels are kept by fiuniUes of this 
class. It is estimated that each member of the community has 
cost the Misdon about £4,500 : a sam which would hare 
Chnstianized tenfold the nnmber of English heathen. The 
mission, however, is kept up by its patrons, as a sort of religi- 
ons luxury. The English have lately built a very handsome 
church within the walls, and the Rev. Dr. Oobat, well known 
by his misnonary lalwrs in Abyssinia, now has the titie of 
Bliihop of Jerusalem. A friend of his in Central Africa gave 
me a letter of introdnction for him, and I am quite disap 
pointed in finding him absent. Dr. Barclay, of Virpnia, a 
most worthy maii in every respect, is at the head of the Amo 
rican Misrion here. There is, besides, what is called the 
" American Colony," at the village of Artos, near Bethlehem : 
a little commutdty of religions enthusiast^ whose experimenb 
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h cnltiTatloa have met mth remarkable aaccea^ and an modi 
■pofeen of at preseDt. 

Wbattfrer good the TariooB misBions bere msj, in tim« 
acGompIish (at prefleot. It does not amount to much), Jenu* 
lem is the last plaoe in the world where an intelligent heathea 
Toald be converted to ChriBtianity. Were I cast here, igno- 
rant of anf religion, and were I to compare the lires and 
practiceB of the different sects as the meuis of making my 
ch(^ce — in short, to jndge of each faith by the conduct of its 
professors — I should at once torn Mussulman. When jos 
consider that in the H0I7 Sepulchre there are nimeteett chapels 
each belonging to a different aect, calling itself ChriatJau, and 
that a Turkish police is always stationed there to prevent tht 
bloody quarrela which often ensue between them, yon may 
judge how those who call themselvea followers of the Prince 
of Peace practice the pure faith he songbt to establish. 
Between the Greek and Latin churches, especially, there is a 
deadly fend, and their contentions are a scandal, not only to 
the few CbristiBJia here, but to the Moslems themselves. I 
b^eve there is a sort of truce at present, owing to the settle- 
ment of some of the disputes — aa, for instance, the restoration 
of Hit diver star, which the Qreeka stole frcxn the shrine of 
the Nativity, at Bethlehem. The Latins, however, not long 
aince, demolished, vi et armit, a chapel which the Qreeka cont 
meuced bnilding on Mount Zion. But, if the employment at 
material weapons has been abandoned for the time, there ia 
none the less a war of words and of sonuds still going ou. Go 
into the Holy Sepulchre, when mass is being celebrated, and 
yoD can scarcely endure the din. No sooner does the Greek 
dnir begin its shrill chant, than the Latins By to the asaault 
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ney have on organ, aod terribly does tbat organ strain ita 
bellows and labor its pipes to drown the rival singing. Yoe 
think the Latins will carrj the da^, when suddenly the cjmhalM 
of the A.bjBsiDians strike in with harsh brazen clang, and, fot 
the moment, trinmph. Then there are Copts, and Maromtea, 
and Armeniane, and I know not how many other secte, who 
must have their share ; and the aerrice that should be a many* 
toned harmony porraded by one grand spirit of devoticHi, 
becomes a discontant orgie, befitting the rites of Beliid. 

A long tjme ago — I do not know the pret^ number of 
years — the Snltan granted a firman, in answer to the applica- 
tion of both Jews and Obristians. allowing the members <rf 
each sect to pot to death any person beloagmg to the otbei' 
sect, who shonld be found inside of their chnrches or syna- 
gognee. The firman has never been recalled, thongh in every 
place bat Jernsalem it remains a dead letter. Here, althoagh 
the Jews freely permit Christians to enter their syna^gne, a 
Jew who shonld enter the Holy Sepulchre would be lacky if 
he escaped with his life. Kot long since, an English gentle- 
man, who was taken by the monks for a Jew, was so severdj 
beateo that he was confined to his bed for two months. What 
worse than scandal, what abomination, that the spot looked 
opon by so many Christians as the moat awfully sacred on 
earth, should be the scene of snch brutish intolerance t I 
never pass the group of Turkish officers, qoietly smoking thdr 
long pipes and sipping their coffee within the vestibule of the 
Church, without a feeling of humiliation. Worsu than the 
mouey-chaDgers whom Christ scourged ont of the Temple, tlM 
guardians of this edifice make use of His cmcifizioa and 
naimection as a means of gaii. You may buy a pieca of tlu 
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stone omering the H0I7 Sepulchre, duly cortified bj the 
Oreek Patriarch of Jerusalem, for aboat $1. At Bethlehem, 
which I vipited tbie morning, the Latin monk who showed u 
the manger, the p t where 13,000 innocents were buried, and 
other tlungs, had mnch less to say of the sacredness or aathen- 
tkilf of the place, than of the iqjnstice of aUowii^ the Qreekn 
■ Bhare in its posaesmon. 

T'A natare Jewish hmilies in Jenualem, as weQ as those 
In other parts of Palestine, present a marked difference to the 
J«W8 of Europe and America They possess the same phyco- 
cal characterifltica — the dark, oblong eye, the prominent nosQ ' 
the strongly-marked cheek and jaw — bnt in the latter, these 
tmta have become harsh and coarse. Centuries devoted to 
the lowest and most debasing forms of traffic, with the endo- 
ranee of pereecation and contamely, have greatly changed and 
vulgarized the appearance of the race. Bnt the Jews of the 
Holy City still retain a noble beauty, which proved to my 
mind their descent from the ancient princely honses of Israel. 
Tbe forehead is loftier, the eye larger and more frank in its 
cspresnon, the nose more delicate in its prominence, and tbe 
foce a purer oraL I hare remarked the some distinction in 
tiie coantenancee of those Jewish famiUes of Europe, whose 
members bare devoted themselves to Art or Literature. 
ICendelsBoim's was a face that might bare belonged to the 
Souse of David. 

On the eTening <iS my arrival in tbe dty, as I set ont to 
v«]k throngh the bazaars, I encountered a native Jew, whose 
boe will haunt me for the rest of my life. I was sauntering 
dowty along, asUiig myself "Is this Jerusalem I" when, 
Uftiug my eyes, they met those of Christ 1 It wu tbe v«r) 
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foce whldi Raphael has pdnted — tfae traditional festaraa of 
tbe Barioir, as they ore recognieed and accepted bj it 
Christendom. The waving brown hair, partly bidden by i 
Jewish cap, fell clustering abont the ears ; the fskce waa tbfl 
most perfect oral, and almoet feminine in the parity <^ iti 
ontline ; the serene, child-like month was shaded with a %ht 
monBtache, and a silky brown beard clothed the chin ; bnt the 
eyes — shall I ever look into sncb orbs again T Large, daik, 
nnfathomable, they beamed with an expression of dirme love 
and divine sorrow, snch as I never before saw in hnman face. 
Tbe man had Jnst emerged from a dark archway, and &» 
golden ^ow of the snnset, reflected from a white wall abov^ 
fell npon his bee. Perhaps it was tbis transflgnration which 
made his beanty so unearthly ; bnt, daring the moment that 
I saw him, he was to me a revelation of the Savioor. There 
are still miracles in the Land of Jndab. As tbe dnsk gathered 
in tbe deep streets, I conld see nothing bat the inel&hle 
sweetness and benignity of that conntenance, and my friend 
was not a little astonished, if not shocked, when I said to him, 
with the earnestness of belief, on my return : " I have jnat 
peen Christ." 

I made the ronnd of the Holy Sepulchre on Snnd&y, while 
tbe monks were celebrating tbe festival of tbe Invention of the 
Gross, in the cbapel of tbe Empress Helena. Aa tbe finding 
of the cross by the Empress is almost the only authority f(« 
the places inclosed within the Holy Sepulchre, I went then 
tndmed to doubt their authenticity, and came away with my 
donbt vastly strengthened. The building is a contused laby- 
rinth of chapels, choirs, shrines, staircases, and vaults — witboat 
any defiute plan or any architectural beauty, thongh vei7 rid. 
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in parta and fall of picturesque eflecta. Qolden lamps eofr 
liDaallj burn before the sacred placee, and 70a raretj riaU 
the cbnrch without eeeiiig some proceeaou of monks, with 
crosses, censers, and tapers, threading the shadowy passages, 
from shrine to shrine It is astonishing how many locslitiei 
are assembled nnder one roof. At first, yon are shown tha 
stone on wliich Christ rested ftom the burden of the cross ; 
then, the place where the soldiers cast lots for His garments, 
both of them a^oining the Sepulchre. After seeing this, 70a 
are taken to the Pillar of Flagellation ; the stocks ; the place 
of crowning with thorns ; tbe spot where He met His mother ; 
the cave where the Empress Helena found the cross ; and, 
lastly, the snmmit of Mount Calvary. The Sepnlchie is a 
small marble building in the,centre of the church. We lemored 
our shoes at the entrance, and were taken by a Greek monk, 
first into a sort of ante-chamber, lighted witb golden lamps, 
and baring in the centre, inclosed in a case of marble, tba 
stone on which the angel sat. Stooping throagh a low door, 
ve entered the Sepnlchre itself. Forty lamps of g(AA bum 
Bnceasinglj abore the white marble slab, which, as the monks 
ia,j, protects the stone whereon the body of Christ was laid. 
As we again emn^ed, our guide led ns ap a flight of steps to 
a second story, in which stood a shrine, literally blazing with 
gold. Kneeling on the marble Boor, he removed a golden 
shield, and showed ns the hole in the rock of Calvary, where 
the cross was planted. Close beside it was the fissure prtH 
duced by tbe earthquake which followed the Crucifixion. But, 
to my eyes, aided ny the light of the dim wax taper, it was no 
riolent mptnre, such as an earthquake woold produce, and the 
rock did not appear tr be tba same as that of which Joruialem 
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U built. As we tnrned to leare, a monk appeared with K bow 
at sacred rose-water, which he sprinkled on oar hands, bestowing 
a doable portion on a rosary of sandal-wood which I carried 
Bat it was a Mohammedan rosarj, hroi^ht from Mecca, and 
oontcuning the sacred number of ninety-nine beads. 

I have not space here to state all the argnmenta tor and 
■gainst the localities in the Holy Sepolchre. I came to ths 
conclosion that none of them were aathentic, and am glad to 
have the concarrence of such distinguished anthority as Dr. 
Bobinaon. So hr from this beii% a matter <^ regret, I, fhr 
one, r^oice that those sacred spots are lost to the world 
Christianity does not need them, and they are Epared a duly 
profanation in the name of reli^on. We know that Christ has 
walked on the Mount of Olives, aqd gone down to the Pool of 
&iloam, and tarried in Bethany; we know that here, within 
the circait of onr viaion, He has suffered agony and death, and 
that from this little point went oat all the Ught that baa made 
the world greater and happier and better in its latw than in 
Its earlier days. 

Tet, I must frankly confess, in wandering through '.his city 
— revered alike by Christians, Jews and Turks as oue of the 
holiest in the world — I hare been reminded of Christ, the 
Man, rather than of Christ, the Ood. In the glory whio-h 
overhangs Palestine afar off, we ima^ne emotions which nerei 
eome, when we tread the soil and we^ over the hallowed 
Btes. As I toiled op the Mount of Olives, in the very foot- 
■tepe tf Christ, panting with the heat and the difficolt sscoit, 
I fbond H utterly impossible to conceive that the Deity, n 
human fi»m, had walked there before me. And sren at nigfa^ 
«• I walk on the terraced roof, while the mooo, "tbo bolnq 
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moon of blessed Israel," rescores the Jeniraiem of oldeo cayi 
to mj Ima^ation, the SavioDT who then haonto taj thonghti 
is the Man Jeens, in those moments of trial when He felt tha 
weaknesses of onr common bmnanity; in that agony of Btrnggle 
iu the garden of Gethsemaae, in that still more bitter ciy of 
bomaD donbt and human appeal tnmi the croas ; " My God, 
my God, why hast T^on forsaken me I" Tet there is nc 
reproach for this oonceplion of the diaraeter of Christ 
Better the dirinely-inspired Man, the purest and most perfect 
of His race, the pattern and type of all that is good and holy 
In Hnmanity, thim the Deity fbr whose intercesnon we pray, 
while we trample His teachings under onr feet. It wonld be 
well for many Christian sects, did they keep more constantly 
before their eyra the snblime hnmanity of Christ. How much 
bitter intolerance and persecntion might be spared the world, 
if, instead of simply adoring Him as a Divine Mediator, they 
wonld striTe to walk the ways He trod on earth. Bnt Chria- 
tianity is still nndeveloped, and there is yet no sect wliich 
represents its fall and perfect spirit. 

It is my misfortmie if I give offence by these remarks. I 
cannot assume emotions I do not feel, and mast describe Jeru- 
salem as I fonnd it. Since being here, I have read ttie 
accoonts of several travellers, and in many cases the devotionai 
rhapsodies — the ecstacies of awe and reverence — in which thtj 
Indnlge, strike me as forced and affected. The pions writers 
have described what was expected of them, not what Ihey 
fonnd. It was partly from reading such accounts that my 
anticipations were raised too high, for the view of the city 
Vom the Jaflb road and the panorama from the Mouut of Olives 
m the only things wherein I have tiecn pleasantly dis^pcnnted 
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B7 bx the most interesting relic left to the lAtj is the fotm 
datiOD wan of Solomon's Tenqile. "Die Moaqne of Omar. 
according to the accoants of the Torks, and Mr. Gatberwood^ 
examination, rests on immense ranlts, which are believed to 1m 
the gnbatrnctionB of the Temple itself. Under tbe dome of tho 
ffloaqne there is a la^e mass of natural rock, revered by tbe 
Moslems as that from which Mahomet moonted the beast 
Borak when he visited the Seven Heavens, and believed bj 
Mr. Gatherwood to have served as part of the foundation cX 
the Holy of Holies. No Ghristian is allowed to enter the 
fflosqne, or even its enclosnre, on penalty of death, and even 
he firman of the Saltan has failed to obtun admission for a 
Frank. I have been strongly tempted to make the attempt id 
my Egyptian dress, which Uappens to resemble that of a 
ntollah or Modem priest, bnt the Dervifihes in the adjoining 
college have sharp eyes, and my pronnnciation of Arabic 
wonld betray me in case I was accosted. I even went bo &r 
as to bny a string of the lai^e beads osnally carried by a mol- 
lab, bnt onlnckily I do not know the Moslem form of prayer, 
or I m^ht carry cat the plan nnder the gnise of religioaa 
abstraction. This morning we succeeded in getting a nearer 
view of the moaqne from the roof of the Qovemor's palace. 
Francois, by assoming the character of a Turkish eamut, 
gained us admission. The roof overlooks the entire enclosnra 
of the Haram, and gives a complete view of the exterior rf 
the mosque and the paved court surrounding it. There is no 
regnlarity in the style of the buildings in the enclosure, bnt the 
general effect is highly picturesque. The great dome (rf tlw 
mosque is the grandest in all the Orient, but the body of the 
tdifioe, made to resemble an octagonal tent, ukd corned witt 
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Uoe uid white tiles, is not high enoagb to do it Justice, Hie 
fint coort is paved with marble, uid has four portjooes, each of 
fire iight Saracenic arches, openiDg into the green pork, whU 
occapies the rest of the terrace. This park is studded witfa 
GjpresB and fig trees, and dotted all oTer with the toniba of 
Bbekhs. As we were looking down on the spodons area, 
belKdd I who ghould come along but Sbekfa Mohammed Senoo 
see, the holy man of 'Einbactoo, who bad lud off bis scariet 
robe and donned a green one. I called down to him, wher» 
upon be locked up and recf^nised ns. For this reason I regret 
oar departnre from Jemsalem, as I am sure a little persnasion 
would indnce the holy man to accompany me within thp 



We leare to-morrow for Damascns, hf way of Nazareth and 
inberios. My on^pn^ plan was to bare gone to Bjerash, the 
andent Geraza, in the land of Qilead, and thence to Bozrah, 
in Djebel Hanaran. Bnt Djebel Ai^eloan, as the country 
about Sjerasb is called, is under a powerful Bedoniu shekh, 
named Abd^ Azeez, and witboat an escort from him, which 
iuTolres considerable delay and a fee of $150, it would be 
impossible to make the joomey. We are therefore restricted 
l4> the ordinary route, and in case we sbonid meet with any 
difficnlty by the way, Mr. Smith, the American Consul, who is 
now here, has kindly procured us a firman irom the Pasha ot 
Jerusalem. All the tnTellers here are making preparationa to 
«WB, bat tliere are still two partaee m the De«ert 
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CHAPTER TI. 

TBI BILL-OOVNTRT Ot PALB8TIJ 

tMTlBf Imulmt—nt Tunbt sf Um I 
Tliw of Hoaat HtrawD— n* Toml) oT Jocapb— Ib«l tad Ch 
NablBM— TlM BmtriUnl Tbt Suiad Book— A Some In Iha Bfiuvogwi— llmUi 



" UMt land sr JudMj thrlo* halloaed ^ •« 
Mty, mj hurt ; 



irl» halloaed at fat, 
UDorlH pU^TliD'll^e thronf : 
ma, bj Uifi iboreB of thj Hl^ 



LitD Ooam, Huuno, A4diitF, JlS^f T, IM. 

Wi left Jenualem by the JaEFa Gate, because within a few 
roonthB neither travellers nor baggage are allowed to pass the 
Damascus Gate, on account of amnggling operations having 
been carried on there. Not far from the dtj wall there is a 
superb terebinth tree, now in the fnll glory of ita shining greeo 
lesTefl. It appears to be bathed in a perpetual dew ; the 
rounded maeses of foliage sparkle and gUtter in the light, sod 
the gnat spreading bonghs flood the tnrf below with a delugt 
ot delidoos shade. A Dumber of persons wne reclining on tin 
grass under it, and one of them, a very handsome Christiai 
■wj, spoke to US in Italian and English. I scarcely iememb« 
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k bitter ud purer 6aj than tliat of oar departare. TIh 
sk; WM a Eheet of spotless bine ; everj rifl and scar of tbe 
distsBt hills was retoached with a Qnner pendl, and all tbt 
oallines, blurred awaj by the haze of the previooB few dajH, 
were restored with wonderful diatinctness. The temperatore 
iraa hot, bat not sultry, and the mt we breathed was an elixir 
of immortality. 

Through a luxuriant olive grove we reached the Tombs of 
the Kings, sitoated in a small valley to the nwth of the d^ 
Part of the valley, if not the whole of it, has been fbrmed by 
quarrying away the <3ags of marble and conglomerate lime- 
stone for bnilding the atj. Near the edge of the low cllffi 
overhanging it, there are some illnatralioDS of the aiuuent mode 
of cntt£ng stone, which, as well as the custom of excavating 
tombs iu the rock, was evidently borrowed from Egypt. The 
upper snrbce of the rocks was first made smooth, after which 
the blocks were mapped out and cat apart by grooves chiselled 
between them. I visited fonr or five tranbs, each of which 
had & sort of vestibnle or open portico in front. The door 
was low, and the chambers which I entered, small and black, 
withont BGnlptnres of any kind. The tombs bear some resem- 
blance in their general plan to those of Thebes, except that 
they are without ornaments, either scnlptnred or painted. 
There are fragments of sarcophagi in some of them. On the 
■oDthem side of the valley is a large qnarry, evidently worked 
for marble, as the blocks have been cat oat from below, 
leaving a large overhanging mass, part of which has broken 
uS and lallea down. Some pieces which I picked np were of « 
very Que white marble, somewhat resembling that of Carrara 
t'he opening of the qoorry made. a striking pictnre, the soft 
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pbak bne cf tlie weathur-stained rock contrasting exqnUtd] 
with the Tirid greea of the vinea festooning the entrukce. 

From the long bill beyond the Tombs, we took our last fin 
of Jemaalem, far beyond whose walls I saw the Chnicb cS the 
NatlTity, at Bethlehem. The Jewish sjnagogne on tbe top vt 
the monntain called Nebbee Samwil, the highest peak in Pales- 
tine, was visible at some distance to the west Notwithstand- 
ing its sanctity, I felt little regret at leaving Jerusalem, and 
cheerfbll; took the nmgh road northward, over the stony hills. 
There were few halntalioue in ught, yet the hill-aides were 
cnltdTated, wherever it was posable for anything to grow. 
The wheat was jost coming into head, sad the people were at 
work, planting maize. After four hoars' ride, we reached £1 
Bireh, a little Tillage on a hill, with the mins of a conrent and 
a laige khan. The place takes its name &om a finint^n of 
excellent water, beside which we fonnd onr tents already 
pitched. In the evening, two Englishmen, an ancient Mentor, 
with a wfld yonng Telemachos in cha^e, arrived, and cunped 
near ns. The night was calm and cool, and the tah motm 
ponred a flood of light over the bare and dient hills. 

We rose long before sonrise, and rode off in the brilliant 
morning — the sky unstained by a speck of rapor. In the 
valley, beyond El Bireh, the hnsbandmen were already at their 
ploo^, and the village boys were on their way to the nncnl- 
tnred parts of the hills, with their flocks of sheep and goat^ 
'Vis valley terminated in a deen gorge, with perpendlcnlai 
walls of rock on either side. Onr road mounted the hill on 
■he eastern side, and followed the brink of the predpiee 
throng^ the pass, where an enchanting landscape opened iqnn 
WL The Tillage of Tebrood crowned a hill which rose oppo 
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oto, ind the monntain slopes leaning towardi it on aU sidei 
w«re covered with orchards of fig trees, and either roHtliug 
with vheat or cleanly ploi^hed for muze. The soil was a dark 
brown loam, and very rich. The stones have been laborionslj 
bnilt into terraces; and, even where heavy rocky boulders 
almost hid the soil, yonng^ fig and olive trees were planted in 
the crevices between them. I hare never seen more thorough 
and patient caltavation. In the crystal of the morning air, 
the very hills langhed mth plenty, and the whole landscape 
beamed with the signs of gladness on its countenance. 

The tite of andent Bethel was not far to the r^ht of onr 
road. Over hills laden with the olive, fig, and vine, we passed 
to Ain el-Haramiyeh, or the Fountain of the Bobbers. Here 
there are tombs cat in the rock on both sides of the valley. 
Over another ridge, we descended to a large, bowl-shaped 
vaDey, entirely covered with wheat, and opening eastward 
towards the Jordan. Thence to Nabloos (the Shechem of the 
Old and Sychar of the New Testament) is four hours throngh 
a winding dell of the richest harvest land. On the way, we 
first caught sight of the snowy top of Mount Herraon, dist&nt 
at least eighty miles in a straight line. Before reaching 
Nablons, I stopped to drink at a fountain of dear and sweet 
water, beside a square pile of masonry, upon which sat two 
Modem dervishes. This, we were told, was the Tomb of 
Joaeph, whose body, after having accompanied the Israelite! 
in all Qwir wanderings, was at last deposited near Shechem. 
ntere is less reason to doubt this spot than most of the sacred 
places at Palestine, f<^ the reason that it rests, not on Chris- 
tiait, but tm Jewish tradition. The wouderfdl tenacity with 
vUA the Jews cling to every record or memer to of their earlj 
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biatOTf, and the fact that from tlie time of Joieph a portioD oi 
them hare always lingered near the ^lot, render it higbly 
probable that the locality of a spot bo sacred ehoold hare bera 
preBerred from generation to generation to the present tine 
It has been recently proposed to open this tomb, by digging 
onder it &om the ride. If the body of Joseph vaa actaal> 
deporited here, there are, no donbt, some traces of it remaiutng 
It most have been embalmed, accordii^ to the EgyptJan cd» 
tom, and placed in a cofBn of the Indian sycamOTe, the irdbd 
of which is so nearly incorraptible, that thirty-Gre centnriei 
would not saffice for its deccnnporitlon. The singular interest 
of anch a diacorery wonld certainly jostify the experiment 
Not far from the tomb is Jacob's Well, where Christ met the 
Woman of Samma. This place is also conadered as aathen 
tic, for the same reasons. If not wholly convincing to all, 
there is, at least, so moch probability in them that one is freed 
Gram that painful coldness and iacrednlity with which he 
oeholds the sacred shows of Jemsalem. 

Learing the Tomb of Joseph, the road tnmed to the west, 
and entered the narrow pass between Monuts Ebal and Gteri- 
sim. The former is a steep, barren peak, clothed with terracei 
of cactos, standing on the northern ride of the pass. Moimt 
Qerizun is cultivated nearly to the top, and is trttly a mooD- 
tiuD of blessing, compared with i'4 neighbor. Throagh as 
orchard <tf grand <rid olive-trees, we reached Nablons, which 
presented a charming picture, with its long mass of white, 
dome-topped stone bouses, stretching along the foot of Qerizim 
through a sea of bowery orchards. The bottom of the valley 
membles some old garden run to waste. Abundant streams, 
ponrod from the generons heart of the Moont of Bleesing, leap 
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ftnd gurgle with pleaaaut noises throi^h thickets of onuig^ 
ftg, and pomegntDate, thtoagh bowers of rosea and tangled 
massea of briars aod wild Tines. We halted in a grove of 
olives, and, after our tent was pitched, walled upward through 
tbe orchards to the Baa-el- Aiu (Promontory of the Fonnttun), 
OS die side of Monnt Geri^m. A multitude of 1>eggars sat 
at the city gate ; and, as they continued to clamor after I had 
given BufGcient alms, I paid them with "AUaA dedek!" — (Qod 
give it to yon I) — the Moslem's reply to such importunity — 
end they ceased in an instant. This exclamation, it seems, 
takes away from them the power of demanding a second 
time. 

From under the Bas-el-Ain gnahes forth the Fonnttun <rf 
HtHiey, so called &om the sweetness and pnrity of the watw. 
We drank of it, and I found the taste very agreeable, but my 
companion declared that it had an nnpleasant woolly flavor. 
When we climbed a little higher, we found that the tme soorce 
&om which the fountain is supplied was above, and that an 
Arab was washing a flock of sheep in it I We continned oni 
valk along the side of the monntwn to the other end of the 
3ity, through gardens of almond, apricot, prune, and wdnnt 
trees, bound each to each by great vines, whose heavy arms 
they seemed barely able to support. The interior of the town 
is dwk and filthy; bnt it has a long, bnsy bazaar ezten^Jig 
its whole length, and a caf6, where we procured the beat 
colbe in Syria. 

Nablons is noted for the existence of a small remnant of the 
ancient Samaritans. The stock has gradually dwindled away, 
sod anmnnts to only forty femilies, contauilDg Uttle more thaa 
a hundred and fifty individuals. 'Riey live in a partJcnlw 



^dbvGoOQlc 



04 



TBI Lun» or TBI Biucnr. 



^Darter ot the dty, and ore easily diBtingDiBbed from th« othcf 
Enhabitants hj the cast of their featnree. Aiter oni guide, i 
aative of Nabloua, hod pointed ont three or foar, I had no 
difficnlty m recogaising all the othera we met. Thej ban 
lour, but Doi prominent nosea, like the Jews ; small, obloi^ 
ejres, narrow lips, and fur complezione, most of them haviiig 
brown hair. They appear to be held in considerable obloqn? 
by the Modems. Our attendant, who was of the low class ot 
Arabs, took the boys we met yoj nnceremonionsly by ths 
bead, calling oat : " Here is another Samaritan P He then 
conducted OS to tbdr syni^^ae, to see the celebrated Penta- 
tench, which is there preserved. We were taken to a small, 
open coort, shaded by an apricot-tree, where the priest, an old 
' man in a green robe and white tnrban, was seated in medita- 
tion. He had a long grey heard, and black eyes, that lighted 
ap with a andden expression of eager greed when we promised 
him backsheesh for a sight of the sacred book. He arose and 
took m into a sort of chapel, foUowed by a number of Samari- 
tan boys. Kneeling down at a niche in the wall, he produced 
from behind a wooden case a piece of ragged parchment, writ 
ten with Hebrew characters. But the guide was bmiliar with 
this deception, and rated him so aonndly that, after a little 
he4tation, he laid the fragment away, and prodnced a large tin 
(^linder, covered with a piece of green satin embroidered in 
gold. The boys stooped down and reverently kissed the 
blazoned cover, before it was removed. The cylinder, slidii^ 
open by two rows of hinges, opened at the same time tbc 
parchment scroll, which was rolled at both ends. It wu, 
indeed, a very ancient manuscript, and in remarkable p 
tlon. The rents have been cuefolly repidred and the s 
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oestty Btitched upon utother piece of parchmeot, corered od 
the oatnde with violet satin. The priest informed me that it 
wag written bj the son of Aaron ; but this does not coinddo 
with the foct that the Samaritan Fentateach is different fron 
that of the Jews. It is, however, no doabt one of the oldert 
parchment records in the world, and thf Samaritans look ap<Hi 
it with onboonded faith and reverence. The Fentatench, 
according to their version, contains their only form of religion. 
They r^ect everything else which the Old Testament contuns. 
Three or fi)nr days ago wag their grand feast of sacrifice, when 
thej made a bnmt otferii^ of a lamb, on the top of Monnt 
Qerizim. Within a short time, it is said they have shown 
some cariosity to become acqoainted with the New Testament, 
and the High Friest sent to Jemsalem to procure AstAJie 
copies 

I aaked one of the wild-eyed boys whether he could read the 
■acred book. " Oh, yes," said the priest, " all these boys can 
read it ;" and the one I addressed immediately polled a volome 
from his breast, and commenced reading in fluent Hebrew. It 
appeu«d to be a port of their chnrch service, for both the 
priest and hoai, or door-keeper, kept 'np a running series of 
responses, and occamonally the whole crowd shouted out somft 
deep-mouthed word in chorus. The old man leaned forward 
vith an expression as fixed and intense as if the text had 
beocHne incarnate in him, following with his lips the sonnd of 
the boy's voice. It was a strange picture of religions enthu- 
usm, uhI was of itself sutBcient to convince me of the l^tl- 
wtej of the Samaritan's descent. When I rose to leave I gave 
him the promiBed fee, and a smaller one to the boy who read 
the iervioe. This was dw signal for a general attat^ from lb< 
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door-keeper ftnd aU the boys who were present. The; sor 
roonded me with ejee aporkling with the desire of gain, kised 
the border of my jadcet, stroked my beard coaxii^ly with thaa 
hands, which they then kissed, and, crowding up with a botB 
teronfl show of affection, were about to fall on my neck in a 
heap, after the old Hebrew fasluon. The priest, clamorous fiir 
more, fbllowed with glowing face, and the whole groiqt had a 
riotous and bacchanalian character, which I shoold never hare 
imagined conld spring from snch a passion as avarice. 

On retaming to our camp, we found Mentor and Telemachn 
arrived, bat not on snch friendly terms oa their Greek proto- 
types. We were kept awake for a long lime that night by 
thefr high words, and the first sonnd I heard the next momin^^ 
came from their tent. Telemachas, I saspect, had fonnd sonw^ 
island of Calypso, and did not relish the cold shock of th< 
plunge into the sea, by which Mentor had j'orced him away. 
He insisted on returning to Jerusalem, but as Mentor would 
not allow him a horse, he had not the conrege to try it on foot. 
After a series of altercations, in which be took a pistol to 
shoot the dragoman, and applied very proline terms to every 
body in the company, bis wrath dissolved into tears, and when 
we left. Mentor had decided to rest a day at Nablona, aad let 
him recover from the effects of the storm. 

We rode down the beantifnl valley, taking the road to 
Sebaste (Samaria), while our laggage-mnles kept directly over 
the mountains to Jenin. Our path at first followed the coorae 
of a^s stream, between turiy banks and throogh luzoriant 
orchards. The whole conntry we overlooked was planted with 
olive-trees, and,_except the very summits of the mountun^ 
DOV«i«d',iri{kigta&i-fiij)jb.v^For two hours our course was 
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Dortli-east, leading over the bills, and now and then dipping fnbi 
beantifii] dells. In one of these a large stream gOBbes from 
the earth in a full fountain, at the foot of a great oliTe-tree, 
The hill-side above it was a complete mass of foliage, crowned 
with the white walls of a Sjrian village. Descending the ral- 
ley, which is veiy deep, we came in sight of Samaria, dtnated 
on the snmmit of an isolated hill. The aanctoat; of the 
aocient Christian chnrch of St. John towers high aboTe the 
mad walls of the modem Tillage. lUding between olive- 
orchards and wheat-6eld8 of glorioos richness and beanty, wo 
passed the remains of an acqnednct, and ascended the hill 
The rains of the church occupy the eastern soramit. Part of 
Sthem hare been converied into a mosqne, which the Christias 
Voot is not allowed to profane. The church, which is in the 
'^jzantine style, is apparently of the time of the Ornsaders. 
It had originally a central and two side-aisles, covered with 
groined Gothic raalts. The sanctuary is semi-drealar, with a 
row of email arches, supported by double pillars. The church 
rests on the foundations of some mnch more aodent bmldiDg— 
probably a temple belonging to the Roman city. 

Belund the modem rillt^, the hill terminates in a long, 
eliptical mound, ahont one-third of a mile in length. We 
made the tour of it, and were surprised at finding a large 
luunber of columns, each of a single piece of marble. They 
lud once formed a double colonnade, extending fh>m the 
chittth to a gate on the western side of the summit. Oni 
utJTe guide siud they had been covered with an arch, tmd 
eoostitated a long market or bazaar — a supposition in which be 
nay be correct. From the gate, which Ja still distinctly 
narked, we overlooked several ( 
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DTflr them all, tiie blue homon of the S{editerraneui, aonth of 
Cmsarea. Oa the northern side of the hOl there are npwardi 
of twenty more pillars staading, beddes a Dumber hailed 
down, and the remains of a qnadrangalar colonnade, on tha 
side of the hill below. The total number of pillars od the 
summit cannot be lees than one hundred, firom twelve to 
eighteen feet in height The hill is strewn, even to its base, 
with lai^ hewn blocks and fr^ments of sculptured atone. 
The present name of the dtj was given to it hj Serod, and it 
must bare been at that time a moat stately and beautifiil 
place. 

We descended to a valley on the east, climbed a long 
ascent, and after crossing the broad sbonlder of a moaataiu 
beyond, saw below ns a landscape even more magnificent than 
that of Nablons. It was a great winding valley, its bottom 
rolling in waves of wheat and barley, while every hill-ffide, up 
to the bare rock, was mantled with groves of olive. The very 
snnunits which looked into this garden of Israel, were green 
with frf^rant plants — wild thyme and sage, gnaphaliom and 
camomile. Away to the west was the sea, and in the nortlt- 
west the mounttun chain of Carmel. We went down to the 
gardens aud pastnre-land, and stopped to rest at the YiDage 
of Geba, which bangs on the side of the mountain. A spring 
of whitish but delicious water gushed out of the soil, in the 
midst of a fig orchard. The women passed us, going back aai 
forth with tall water-jars on their beads. Some herd-boys 
bronght down a flock of black goats, and they were all ^ven 
drink in a large woodec bowl. They were beautiful animal^ 
with thick curved horns, white eyes, and ears a toot long. It 
was a tmly Biblical picture in every feature. 
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Bsyood thli vanej we pasBed a circulu baain, which hu na 
oatlet, BO that in winter the bottom of it mo&t be • Uka, 
After winding among the bills an hoar more, we came ont npoa 
the town of Jenin, a Tarkieh village, with a tall white minaret, 
•t the head of the great plain of Esdraelon. It ie Bnpposed to 
be tiie ancient Jezreel, where the termagant Jezebel was 
thrown out of the window. We pitched onr tent in a garden 
near the town, under a beaatifnl mnlberry tree, and, sb the 
place is in very bad repnte, engaged a man to keep guard at 
night. An BngliBh family was robbed there two or three 
weeks ^o. Our guard did bia Aatj well, pacing back and 
forth, and occaaionall; gronndlng hiB mnsket to keep up Ua 
courage hj the sonnd. In the evening, Franfois canght a 
chameleon, a droll-looking little creature, which changed color 
in a marTellooB manner. 

Our road, next day, lay directly acrORS the Plain (tf Eadrae 
Imi, one of the richest districts in the world. It is now a 
green Bca, covered with Gelds of wheat and barlej, ot great 
grazing tracts, on which maltitndeB of sheep and goats are 
wandering. Id some respects it reminded me of the Valley 
of San Job6, and if I were to liken Palestine to any other 
Donntry I have seen, it would be California. The climate aoi 
succession of the seasons are the same, the soil is veiy similar 
in quality, and the landscapes present the same general 
features. Here, in spring, the plains are covered with that 
deluge of floral bloom, which makes California seem a paradise. 
Here there are the same picturesque groves, the same raik 
fields of wild oats clothing the moantain-eides, the sama 
aroma^ herbs impregnating the ait with balm, and above aQ, 
Iha auM Udb, dondlesB days and dewless nlghta, Whih 
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tnTOlling hue, I am constantlf reminded of oor new Syria oc 
&e Piunflc. 

Towards noon, Mount Tabor separated itself from the cfaf^n 
if hills before ns, and stood out singly, at the vztrenuty of tlie 
plain. We watered oar boraes at a spring in a swamp, were 
some women were collected, beating with sticks the nuhea 
they had gathered to make mats. After reactiitig the rnonn- 
tuns on the OOTthern side of the plain, an ascent of an honr 
and a-half, through a narrow glen, bronght na to Nazarel^ 
which is utnated in a cnl-de-eac, under the highest peaks of 
the range. As we were passing a rocky part of the rood, 
Mr. Harrison's horse fell with him and seyerely injured Wi 
leg. We were fortunately near onr destinatJoa, and on roach' 
the Latin Conrent, Fra Joachim, to whose snrgical abilitiei 
the traveller's book bore witnese, took him in charge. Many 
others besides ourselves hare had reaeou to be tbankfiil for the 
good offices of the Latin monks in Palestine. I have nerer 
met with a class more kind, cordial, and genial. All Uw 
conTents are bound to take in and entertain all applicuita — 
of whatever creed or nation — ^for the space of three dajEL 

In the afternoon, Fra Joachim accompanied me to the 
Church of the Tirgiu, which is inclosed within the walls of the 
convent. It is built over the supposed site of the house In 
which the mother of Christ was living, at the time ctf the 
angelic annunciation. Under the high altar, a flight ot stepi 
leads down to the shrine of the Vii^n, on the threshold of the 
house, where the Angel Gabriel's foot rested, as he stood, witb 
a lily in his hand, minouncing the miraculous concqttion. The 
shrine, of white marble and gold, gleaming in the li^t of 
golden lamps, stands under a rough arch of the natural ntck. 
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tnm the Bide of wbich hangs & heavy fragment of » graniU 
pfllar, Bnspeaded, as the deroat believe, by dirine power. Fn 
Joachim informed me that, when the MoHlems attempted to 
obliterate all tokens of the holj place, this pillar waa prcBeired 
by a miracle, that the locality might not be lost to the Cfarit- 
tiaDB. At the same time, he s^d, the angele of Ood carried 
awaj the wooden house which stood at the entrance of thi 
grotto ; and, after letting it drop in Marseilles, while they 
rested, picked it np again and set it down in Zioretto, where it 
Btill remains. As he said this, there was snch entire, absolnte 
belief in the good monk's eyes, and soch happiness in that 
belief, that not fbr ten times the gold on the shrine wonld I 
IiaTe expressed a doabt of the story. He then bade me kneel, 
that I might see the spot where the angel stood, and derontly 
repeated a paternoster while I contemplated the pnre plate d 
mowy marble, snrronnded with Tases of Vagrant flowers, 
between which hung cresaets of gold, wherein perfomed oQg 
were burning. All the decorations of the place conveyed tba 
idea of transcendent pnrity and sweetness ; and, fw the first 
time in Palestine, I wished fbr perfect &ith in the spot. Behind 
the shrine, there are two or three chambers in the rock, which 
nred aa habitstione for the fanuly of tiie Ti^in. 

A jonmg Christian Nasarene afterwards condncted me to 
the Honse <rf Joseph, the Carpenter, wtiich is now inclosed in 
a little chapel. It is merely a fi-ogment of wall, nndonbtedfy 
SI old aa the tame ot Christy and I felt willing to consider it a 
genidne reHe. There was an honest roi^hness abont the large 
stones, indoeing a small room called the carpenter's shop^ 
vUdi I oonld not find it in my heart to doabt. Besides, In ■ 
qritt ooontry 'lown like Xazareth, which has nerer knon 
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Bnch Ticiasitndes as Jernsalem, much more dependence can be 
pteced on popular traditioa. For the Bttme reason, I lotted 
with rcTereDce on the Table of Christ, also inclosed within ■ 
chapel This is a large, natural rock, about nine feet bj 
twelve, nearly aqnare, and qoite flat on the top. It is said 
that it once served as a table for Christ and his Disciples. Thft 
building called the School ot Christ, where he vent with other 
children of his age, is now achnrch of the Bjrian Christiaii^ 
who were performing a doletol mass, in Arabic, at the time of 
my Tidt. It is a ranlted apfulment, about fn^ feet Ioi%, and 
3nly the lower part of the wall is audent At each of then 
places, the Kazarene pnt into my hand a piece at pasteboaid, 
on which was printed a prayer in Latin, Italian, and Arabic, 
with the information that whoerer ridted the place, and 
made the prayer, wotdd be entitled to seven yean' fadnlgmce 
I dnly read all the prayers, and, acoordio^y, my o 
oogfat to be at rest tat twenty-one yean. 
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" Bnnid in BathalU'i mmnUliu of triwi, 
And Um iftwtaM hUli of Uw wild O^dunu; 
And 1 puna « UkB lOAMnB of Tibor to mo 
TIm ilMmoI tbr wMon, d«A OiUm I"— WnniB. 

Wi left yasareth on the monung of the 8th iiut. Mj 
companion had done ao well under the care of Fra Joachim 
that he was able to ride, and our joumejr was not delayed hj 
his accident. The benedictJons of the good FranciBcans accom- 
panied DA as we rode away from the Convent, past the Foon- 
tuQ of the Tir^, and out of the pleasant little valley where 
Ihe boy Jesoa wandered for many peacefnl years. The Chris- 
tian gnlde we engaged for Mount Tabor had gone ahead, utd 
we did not find him nntO we had travelled for more than two 
hows among the hnia. As we approached the sacred moni^ 
tidn, we came npon the region of oaks — the first oak I had 
wm once leaving Europe last antmnn. There are three or 
fonr varieties, some with evei^reen foliage, and In their wild 
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famnanca and the pictareHqueDesB of their forma and grcap 
kiga, the)' reeemble those of California. The eea of graaa and 
flowers in which they stood waa eprinkled with thick tnfti ot 
wild oats — another point of r^enblance to the latter E'Oontrj 
Bnt here, there is no gold; there, no sacred memoriea. 

The guide was waiting for as beside a spring, aaw»g the 
trees. He was a tall jonth of abont twenty, with a mitd, 
BnbmiafflTe foce, and wore the dark-bine tnrban, which appears 
to be the badge of a native Syrian Christian. I fonnd myself 
inTol'intarily pitying him for belonpng to a despised sect. 
There is no diagnisii^ the fact that one feels mach mon 
respect for the Mnsenhnan rolers of the East, than for tbedr 
oppressed subjects who profess his own faith. The snrest way 
to make a man contemptible is to treat him contemptaonsly, 
and the Oriental Christiaiis, who have been despised for centu- 
ries, are, with some few exceptions, despicable enough. Now, 
however, unce the East has become a favorite field of trard, 
and the Frank possesses an equal dignity with the Moslem, the 
native Chriatiaus are be^ning to hold np their heada, and the 
retorn of aelf-respect will, in the conrse of time, make them 
respectable. 

Mount Tabor stands a little in advance of the hiU-Gonntry, 
with which it is connect«d only by a low spnr or shonlder, iti 
base being the Fliun of Esdraeloo. This is probably tha 
reason why it has been fized upon as the place of the Tmi» 
figuration, as it is not mentioned by name in the New Te«t*- 
ment. The words are: " an high monntun apart," which sodm 
soppose to refer to the podtjon of the monntain, and not to 
the remoteness of Christ and the three Distuplea from nwL 
t?he tides of the monntain are covered with clompa sf oak 
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hawthwii and other bees, in many placea oremm with tha 
white hoaeTBockle, ite finders dropping with odor (tf nntnug 
and cloves. The ascent, bj a steep and winding path, oora 
|ued an hour. The Bonunit is nearly level, and resembles boid6 
oTGigrown American field, or " oak opening." The grass fi 
more than knee-deep ; the trees grow high and stroi^, and 
there are tangled thickets and bowers of vines withoat end. 
The eastern and highest end of the moantain is covered with 
the remains of an old fortress-conrent, once a place of great 
strength, from the thickness of its walls. In a sort of ceU 
formed among the rains we found two monk-hermits. I 
addressed them in all langoages of which I know a salutation, 
without eiltet, bnt at last made oat that tbey were Walla- 
chiana. They were men of thirty-five, with atapid faces, dirty 
garments, beards run to waste, and far caps. Their cell was 
mere hovel, without farniture, except a horrid caricature of 
the Virgin and Child, and four books of prayers in the Bulg» 
rian chuacter. One of them walked about knitting a stock 
mg, and ptud no attentioa to os ; bat the other, after taring 
OS some deliciously cold water, got upon a pile of robbish, and 
stood regarding us with open mouth while we took break&st. 
So hir &om this being a cause of annoyance, I felt really gbd 
that our presence had af^tated the stagnant waters of bif 
mind. 

Tiie day was hazy and snitry, bnt the palnoramic view from 
Mount Tabor was still very fine. The great Plain of Esdraelon 
lay below us like a vast mos^c of green and brown— jasper 
and Terd«ntique. On the west, Monnt Carmel lifted his head 
above the bine horizon line of the Mediterraneaii. Tnmiog to 
the other side, a strip of the Sea of dalilee glimmered deep 
6* 
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down among the hitla, and the (Ihor, or the Tallej' ot tlu 
Jordfln, stretched like a broad gash throngh them. Bejond 
them, the country of Dj'ebel A^jelonn, the ancient Decapolia; 
which still holds the walls of Qadara and the temples aiw) 
theatres of Djerash, faded awaj into vapor, and, still fnrthcr 
to the Bonth, the desolate hills of Oilead, the home of Jepb 
thab. Monnt Hermoa is risible when the atmosphere is clear 
bnt we were not able to see it. 

From the top of Moont Tabor to 'nberias, on the Sea of 
Galilee, is a Jonmey of fire honrs, through a wild coantr;, 
with bnt one single miserable rill^e on the road. At first 
we rode throngfa lonely dells, grown with oak and brilliant 
with flowers, espedally the la^e pnrple mallow, and then orer 
broad, treeless tracts of rolling land, bnt partially coltivafAd. 
The heat was very great ; I had no thermometer, bnt sbonid 
jndge the temperature to have been at least 95° in the shade. 
From the edge of the npland trEict, we looked down on tha 
Sea of Galilee — a beantiful sheet of water sank among the 
mouutaiitB, and more than 800 feet below the level of tha 
Mediterranean. It lay nnmEBed in the bottom of the basin, 
reflectii^ the peaks of the bare red monnt^s beyond it. 
Tiberias was at our very feet, a few palm trees alone relieving 
the nakedness of its dnll walls. After taking a weIcom» drink 
at the Fonntiun of Fig-trees, we descended to the town, whic^ 
hag a desolate and forlorn aii. Its walls have been partly 
thrown down by earthqnakes, and never repaired. We found 
OUT tents already pitched on the bonk above the lake, and 
under one of the tottering towers. 

Not a breath of air was stirring ; the red hiUs smooldered 
Is tba heat, and the waters of Q^nesareth at onr feet gliiB 
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nend wHli «d dl/ miootihiieaB, anbroken hj a ripple. Wc 
nntwisted our tnrbaiu, kicked off our baggy trowsen, utd 
speedily releamg onrselTes from the barbaroaa restraints ni 
dress, dipped into the tepid sea and floated lazily ont ontQ we 
eoold feel the exquisite ctddneBs of the living epringa whidi 
■eut np th^ jets from the bottom. I was lying on my bade, 
laoving my fins jost infficiently to keep afloat, and ga&ng 
dreamily through half-do«ed eyes on the fbrlom palms ot 
Tiberias, when a ehrill voice hailed me with : " Howa^}!. 
get oot of oor way 1" There, at the old stone gateway below 
oar tent, stood two Qalilean damsels, with heavy earthen jan 
upon their heads. " Go away yonrselves, maidens 1" 1 
answered, " if yon want us to come ont of the water." " Bnt 
we mnst fill oor pitchers,-' one of them replied. "Then fill 
them at once, and be not a&aid ; or leave them, and we will 
fill them for yon." Thereupon they pnt the pitchers down, bat 
remaiDed watching ns very complacently while we sank the 
vessels to the bottom of the lake, and let them fill from the 
colder and purer tide of the springs. In bringmg them back 
tbroogh the water to the gate, the one I propelled before me 
happened to strike ^^nst a stone, and its foir owner, oo 
receiring it, immediately pointed to a crack in the side, which 
she declared I had made, and went off lamenting. After we 
had resumed our garments, uid were enjoying the pipe of 
indolence and the coffee of contentment, she returned and 
made such an ontcry, that I was fain to purchase peace by the 
price of a new pitcher. I passed the first boors of the night 
in loi^ng ont of my tentdoor, as I lay, on the stars qnrkling 
in the bosom of Oalilee, like the sheen of Assyrian gpeara, and 
the glare ot the great flres kindled on the opposite sbon 
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"Hie next day, we travelled northward along the lafc^ 
pasBing througb coDtiDnons thickets of oleander, fragrant vitt 
its beav; pink blosaoms. Tbe thistles were more abnndant 
and beautifnl than ever. I noticed, in particular, one with a 
snperb globnlar flower of a bright blue color, which wonld 
make a choice ornament for our gardens at home. At the 
north-western head of the lake, the moantaing fall back and 
leave a lai^e tract of the richest meadow-land, which narrows 
away into a deep dell, OTerbnng by high monnttun headlands, 
bced with naked cUSb of red rock. The features of the land- 
■cape are magnificent. Up the dell, I Haw plainly the Mount 
of Beatitude, beyond which lies the Tillage of Gana of Qalilee. 
In coming np the meadow, we pa^ed a miserable little vill^e 
of thatehed mud hnts, almost hidden by tbe rank weeds which 
grew around them. A withered old crone sat at one of tbe 
doors, sonnii^ herself. " What ia the name of this village f" 
I asked. "It is Mejdel," was her reply. This was the 
ancient Mi^ala, the home of that beaatifol bnt sinful Mag- 
dalene, whose repentance has made her one of the brightest of 
the Saintsl The crystal waters of the lake here lave a shore 
of the cleanest pebbles. The path goes winding through deaa- 
ders, nebbnks, patches of hollyhock, anise-seed, fennel, and 
other spicy plants, while, on the west, great fields of barl^ 
stand ripe for the cutting. In some places, the Fellahs, men 
and women, were at work, reaping and bindii^ the sheaves. 
Afler crosdng this tract, we came to the hill, at the foot of 
which was a rained khan, and on the summit, other nndiatio' 
gnishable rains, supposed by some to be those of Capernaum 
Tbe Bite of that exalted town, however, is still a matter of 
discumitHL 
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We joameyed on in a most awelteiing atmospliera anr tin 
OBCending hilli, the vallef of tbe Upper Jordan lying deep oc 
OUT right In a ehaJlow hollow, ander one of the highesl 
pesks, there stands a large deserted khan, over a well <^ rerj 
cold, sweet water, called Sir Yotutuf by the Arabs. Some- 
wture near it, accor^g to tradition, is the field where Joseph 
was sold hy his brethren ; and the well is, no doabt, looked 
upon hy many as the identical pit into which he was thrown. 
A stately Tnrk of Datnascns, with fonr serrants behind him, 
came riding np as we were resting in the gateway of the khan, 
ttoA, in answer to my qnestion, informed me that the well wai 
BO named &om Kebbee Yonssnf (the Prophet Joseph), and not 
from Snltau Joseph Saladin. He took ns for his coantiymeo, 
accratdng me first in Torkish, and, even after I had talked with 
him some time in bad Arabic, asked me whether I had been 
making a pilgrimage to the tombs of certun holy Moslem saints, 
in the a^ghborhood of Jaffa. He joined company with ne, how- 
ever, and shared his pipe with me, as we continued our jonmey. 
Wb rode for two hours more over hills bare of trees, but 
TOvered thick with grass and herbs, and finally lost onr way. 
FranQois went ahead, dashing tbrongh the fields of barley and 
lentils, and we reached the path ^un, as the Waters of 
Herom came in sight. We then descended into the Yalley of 
the Upper Jordan, and encamped opposite the lake, at Ain el> 
Hellaha (the Fountain of the Salt-Works), the first source of 
the sacred river. A stream of water, snfficient to turn half-a- 
doten mills, gnehes and gnrgles ap at the foot of the mountain, 
niere an the remains of an ancient dam, by which a luge 
pool was tbnned for the irrigation of the valley. It still auih 
pUea a little Arab mill below the fonntain. This Is a froatiei 
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poet, betwew the JonBdictions (tf the Paahae of Jeraialem 
uid DamMCDB, and the mnklaam tit the Qreek Calt^er, whc 
[eft w at fnberias, waa obliged to pay a daty of seTen and a 
half piaatres on fifteen mata, which he had bonght at Jenua^ 
lem for oae and a half piastres eacb~ l%e poor man mO 
perhaps make a dozen piostrea (aboat half a dollar) on these 
mats at Damascoa, attet canning them on bis mole for mote 
than tvo bondred miles. 

We pitched onr tents on the grassy meadow below the 
mill — a cbarmiog spot, with Tell el-Khanzir (the hill of wild 
boars) jost in front, over the Waters of Merom, and the snow- 
streaked snnunit of I^ebel esh-Shekh — the great Monnt Her- 
mon — towering high above the valley. This is the loftiest 
peak of ^e Anti-Lebanon, and is 10,000 feet abore the sea. 
The next momii^, we rode for three bonrs before reaching the 
second spring of the Jordan, at a place which Frangois called 
Tell el-Eadi, bat which did not at all answer with the descrip- 
tion given me by Dr. Bobiuaoo, at Jemaalem. The appei 
part of the broad valley, whence the Jordan draws his wateis, 
is flat, moist, and bnt little cultivated. There are inunensa 
herds of sheep, goats, and bnffaloea wandering orer it. The 
people are a dark Arab tribe, and live in tenf« and nuaerable 
■ clay hnta. Where the valley begins to slope upward towards 
the hilln, they plant wheat, barley, and lentJla. The soil is the 
fattest brown loam, and the harvests are wonderfolly rich. I 
saw many tracts of wheat, from half a mile to a milfl in extent, 
which wonld average forty boshela to the acre. Yet the 
gronnd is never manured, and the Arab plongh scratches 19 
bat a few inches of the snr&ce. What a paradise mij^t b( 
made of this oonntry, were it in better hands I 
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Ibt second spriDg 1b not ignite so large as Aln el-MeDab* 
bd^ like it, poora ont a ationg rtream from k smgle sonroe 
The pool was filled with women, waatiiag the heavy fleeces oi 
thor sheep, and beating the dirt ont of their striped camel's 
hair abas with long poles We left it, and entered on a slope 
irf stony gronnd, forming the head of the valley. The view 
extended sonthward, to the mountains dodug the northern 
cove of the Sea of Galilee. It was a grand, rich landscape — 
so rich that its deeolation seems fbrced and nnnatnraL High 
on the Bnmmit of a mountain to the west, the rains of a lai^ 
Crnsader fortress looked down npon ns. The soil, which 
dowly climbs upward through a long ralley between Lebanon 
and Anti-Lebanon, is cnt with deep ravines. The path is very 
difficnlt to find ; and while we were riding forward at random, 
looking in all directions for our baggt^ mules, we started up 
a beantihil gazelle. Ai last, about noon, hot, hungry, and 
durs^, we reached a swift stream, roaring at the bottom of s 
deep ravine, through a bed of gorgeous foliage. The odor of 
the wild grape-bloesoms, which came up to ns, as we rode along 
the edge, was overpowering in its sweetness. An old bridge 
of two arch^ crossed the stream. There was a pile of rocks 
against the central pier, and there we sat and took breakfast 
in the shade of the maples, .while the cold green waters foamed 
at our feet By all the Nuads and Tritons, what a joy there 
ia in beholding a rnuning stream 1 The rivers of Lebanon are 
niracles to me, after my knowledge of the Desert. A com 
pany ot Arabs, seven in all, were gathered under the bridge : 
and, from a flute which one of them blew, I judged they were 
taking a pastoral holiday. We kept our pistrls bende ns ; fot 
m did tx)t tDu thetr looks. Before leaving, they tdi ns that 
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the conntTj traa foil of robbers, and adrised-m to be oe thi 
lookont. We rode more carefallf, after this, and kept witb 
oar br^;age on reaching it. An honr after leaving the Mdg^ 
we came to a large circular, or rather annnlar monnd, otn<- 
grown with knee-deep grass and clnmpe of oak-trees. A la^ 
stream, of a bright bine color, gnshed down the north ^Sb, 
and after half embradng the mound swept off across the 
meadows to the Waters of Merom. There coald be no doabt 
that this was Tell el-Eadi, the site of Dan, the most northern 
town of andent Israel. The monnd on which it was bnOt ia 
the crater of an extmct volcano. The Hebrew word Dom 
signifies "jndge," and Tell el-Eadi, in Arabic, ie "The Hill ot 
the Jndge." 

The Anti-Lebanon now rose near ns, its northern and 
western slopes greeti with trees and grass. The first range, 
perhaps 5,000 feet in height, shnt ont the snowy head of Her 
mon ; but still the view was snblime in its large and hannoni- 
ons ontlinea. Onr road was throngh a conntrjr resembling 
Arcadia — ^the earth hidden hj a dense bed of grass and 
flowers; thickets of blossoming shrnbs; old, old oaks, with 
the most gnarled of tmnks, the most pictoresqne of boughs, 
and the glossiest of green leaves ; olive-trees of amazing anti- 
qnity; and, threading and enlivening all, the clear-cold floodi 
of Lebanon. This was the tme hannt of Fan, whose altan 
are now before me, graven on the marble crags of Hermon. 
Looking on those altars, and on the landscape, lovely aa s 
Grecian dream, I foi^t that the lament has long been snng ; 
" Pan, Fan is dead I" 

In another hour, we reached this place, the andent Cbbum 
Plii^)[^ now a poor village, embowered in magnificent treet, 
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ftod washed bj> glohoos waters. There are abiuid&m i 
<^ the old city : fragments of immense walls ; broken granite 
etdomns ; traces of paTementa ; great blocka of hewa stone ; 
DOf^ble pedestals, and the like. In the rock at the foot of the 
monntain, there are several elegant niches, with Greek inscrip- 
tioaa, besides a large natural grotto. Below them, the water 
gashes ap through the stones, in a hundred streams, formii^ 
a flood of considerable size. We hare made our camp in an 
cdivfl grore near the end of the village, beaide an immense 
terelxnttk tree, which is inclosed in an open conrt, paved with 
HtoDe. This is the town-hall of Banias, where the Shekh dis- 
penses justice, and at the same time, the resort of all the idlers 
vf the place. We went np among them, soon after onr arrival, 
ukd were ^ven seats of honor near the Shekh, who talked with 
me a long time about America. The people exhibit a verj 
aensible coriodty, desiring to know the extent of our conq^, 
the nnmber of inhabitants, the amount of taxation, the price 
of gnun, and other solid information. 

The Shekh and the men of the place infbrm us that the 
Drnses are infesting the road to Damaacos. This tribe is in 
rebellion in Djebel Hauaran, on account of the conscription, 
and some of them, it appears, have taken refoge in the fast- 
nesses of Hermon, where they are beginning to plunder tr&- 
Tellers. While I was talking with the Shekh, a Dmse came 
down from the monntuns, and sat for half an honr among the 
rills^rs, nnder the terebinth, and we have jnat heard that he 
has gone back the way he came. This fact has f^ven us some 
anxiety, as be may have been a spy sent down to gather news 
and, if BO, we are almost certain to be waylud. If we were 
wdl armed, v^ sboold w>t fear a dozen, but all oar we^Kmt 
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eotuiat of ft Bword and fonr pistola. After connltiiig togs 
iher, we decided to Kpplf to the Sbekh for two aimed men, to 
accompany us. I accordingly went to bim agm, and exhibited 
the finnan of tbe Faaha of Jeroaalem, wbicb he read, statii^ 
that, eren withont it, be would have felt it bia dntjr to gnat 
onr request Tbia is tlie gracefnl way m wbicb tlie Oriental 
■abmit to a peremptorj order. Be thinks that one man wlD 
be BDfBcieBt, u we shall probably not meet with any large 
party. 

The day has been, and still is, ezcessiTely hot The atmot- 
phere is sweltering, and all aronnd os, over the thick patches at 
mallow aod wild mustard, the bees are hnmming with a cod- 
tJDQOQs anltry sound. The Shekh, with a number oi Iain 
Tillagerg, is still seated under the terebinth, in a tent of shade, 
imperrious to tbo sun. I can hear the rush of the fbnntalns <]t 
Banias — the holy Bprings of Uermon, whence Jordan is bom 
But what is this f The odor of tbe velvety weed of Sbirai 
meets my nostrils ; a dark-eyed son of Pan places the narglu- 
leh at my feet ; and, bubbling more sweetly than the slTeaou 
(^ Jordan, tbe incense moat dear to tbe god dims tbe crystal 
eenser, and floats from my lips in rhytbmio (jaeolatioiii. I, 
too, am in Arcadia! 
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Wi rose aatj, ao u to ba nodj fbr & long nmrcli. Ths 
guard came — a mild-lookiDg Arab— withoat arms ; bat on our 
refiiui^ to take him tboe, he broi^ht a Torkieh musket, terri' 
ble to behold, but quite gniltlen of anj mnrderoiis intent 
We gare onnelres up to fbte, with tnie Arab resgiiatioD, and 
be^an aacending the Antt-Lebanon. Up and np, hj etonj 
paths, nnder the oaks, beside the streams, aad between the 
wheat-fields, we climbed for two hours, and at last reached a 
comb or diridli^ tiSge, whence we conld look into a vallej on 
the other side, or rather inclosed between the main chain and 
the olbhoot named Djebel Hdsh, which stretches away towards 
ttie BOnth-east. Abont half-waj np the ascent, we passed thr 
ndned acropolis or Cesarea Philippi, crowning the summit of 
a lover peak, l^e walls and bastions corer a great extent of 
ground, and were eridentl; nsed as a stzwLghold in the IDddk 
Agefc 
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Tlie.Talley iQto which we descended lay directly Tinder a,i 
of the peaks of Hermon and the rills that watered it were fed 
from his snow-fields. It was inhabited by Drosea, bnt no mea 
were to be seen, ezcept a few poor hnsbandmen, plongbing on 
(he monntain-flidea. The women, wearing those enormona 
horns on their heads which distingnish them &om tlie Moham- 
medan females, were washing at a pool below. We mossed 
the valley, and slowly ascended the height on the oppiv 
tite side, talung care to keep with the ba^ago-moles. Up to 
this time, we met rery few persons ; and we fwgot the antici- 
pated perils in contemplating the mgged scenery of the Ant^ 
Lebanon. The monntain-aides were brilliant with flowers, and 
many new and beautiful specimens arrested onr attention. The 
asphodel grew in bnnches beside the streams, aoA the large 
Ecariet anemone outshone even the poi^y, whose color here is 
the qnintesBence of flame. Five honrs after leaving Banias, 
we reached the highest part of the pass — a dreary volcanis 
region, covered with figments of lava. Jost at this place, 
an old Arab met ns, and, after scanning ns closely, stopped 
and accosted Dervish. The latter immediately came ronning 
ahead, quite exdted with the news that the old man had seen 
a company of abont fifty Drnses descend from the sides of 
Uonnt Hermon, towards the road we were to traveL We 
immediately ordered the baggage to halt, and Mr. Harrison, 
Francois, and myself rode on to reconnoitre. Oar goard, the 
valiant man of Banias, whose teeth already chattered with 
fear, prudently kept with the baggage. We crossed the ridge 
and watched the stony mount^-sideB for some time ; but nc 
ipear or gUtt«ring gnn-borrel eonld we see. The caravu wai 
tbM set tn motion ; and we had not proceeded Cir befen w« 
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met s second compsDj of Araba, vbo btformed u thst th* 
roftd was free. 

LeariDg the heights, ire deBcended cantioiuly into s raTine 
with walla of rough rolcanic rock on each wde. It was a pan 
where three men might hare stood their ground against a 
hncdred ; and we did not feel thoroughly convinced of our 
safety till we had threaded its many windings and emerged 
upon a narrow valley. A rillage called Beit JeuD nestled 
under the rocke ; and below it, a grore of poplar-trees shaded 
(he banks of a rapid stream. We had now furly crossed the 
Anti-Lebanon. The dazzling snows of Monnt Hermon over- 
hung D8 on the west ; and, from the opening of the valley, we 
looked across a wild, waste country, to the distant range of 
Djebel Hanaran, the seat of the present rebellion, and one of 
the most interesting r^ons of Syria. I regretted more than 
ever not being able to reach It. The rains of Bozrah, Ezra, 
and other andent cities, would well repay the ardaons charac- 
ter of the Journey, while the traveller might sacceed in getting 
Mme inaight into the life and habits of that aingnlar people, 
the DmsBB. But now, and perhaps for some time to come, 
there is no chance of entering the Hauaran. 

Towards the middle of the afternoon, we reached a large 
vill^e, which is nsnally the end of the first day's Jonraey from 
Banias. Our men wanted to stop here, bat we considered 
that to halt then would be to increase the risk, and decided to 
posh on to Katana, (bnr hoars' journey from Damascus. They 
yielded with a bad grace ; and we j(%ged on over the stony 
road, crossing the long hills which form the eastern base of the 
Anti-LebaDOn. Before long, another Arab met ns with the 
oews that there was an enoampment of Drnses on the plan 
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between na and Kstans. At this, oar goaxi, who had noo 
Tend nitSdent spirit to ride a few paces in adrance, fell htA, 
and the impaeeive Derriah became grsatl; a^^tated. 'When 
there is an nncertun danger, it is always better to go ahead 
than to torn back ; and we did so. Bnt the gnard reined up 
on the top of the first ridge, trembling as he pointed to a dis- 
tant hill, and cried ont: "AAo.ahi iaUUc!" (There they are 1) 
There were, in taet, the shadows of some rocks, which bore a 
foint resemblance to tents. Before snnset, we reached the last 
decliTitf of the monnttuns, and saw far in the dosk; plain, the 
long green belt of the gardens of Damascns, and here and 
there the indistinct glimmer of a minaret. Katana, our rest 
ing-place for the night, lay below us, bnried in orchards of olire 
and orange. We pitched onr tents on the banks of a beaatjfhl 
stream, enjoyed the pipe of tranqnillity, after onr long march, 
and soon forgot the Druses, in & slumber that lasted nnbrokea 
till dawn. 

In the morning we sent back the man of Banias, left the 
baggage to take care of itself, and rode on to Damascus, as 
fast as onr tired horses could carry us. The plun, at first 
barren and stony, became enliTened with Tineyards and fields 
cf wheat, as wo advanced. Arabs were OYerywhere at work, 
ploughing and directing the water-courses. The belt (^ living 
green, the bower in which the great city, the Qneen of the 
Orient, bides her beanty, drew nearer and nearer, stretching 
ont a crescent of foliage for miles on either hand, that gn- 
dnally narrowed and received ng into Its cool and fragrant 
heart We sank into a sea of olive, pomegranate, orange^ 
pinm, apricot, walnut, and plane trees, and were lost. Tha 
son sparkled in the rolling snrfoce obove ■ bnt we twaa 
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Oaoagb the green depths, below his tomA, ud An^ drifted 
00 through mQee of idiade, entered the dtj. 

Since oar arrivel, I find that two other parlies of trsTeOen, 
ffiie of which croesed the Antt-IJehanon on the northern ride of 
Mount Hermon, were obliged to take gnarda, and saw seTerai 
Drose spies posted on the heights, as they passed. A KoBnaa 
gentleman travelling from here to Tiberias, was stopped three 
timee oo the road, and onl; esccqjed being plnndered ttom the 
tact of his having a Drose dragoman. The disturbances are 
more seiioas than I had antidpated. Four raiments left here 
regteidaj, sent to the wd of a company of cavalrr, whidt li 
■nrronnded ty the lebeta in a valley of Dqjebel W^nnntn, and 
nwUe to get oat 
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OHAPTBB IX. 

PlamXES OP DAKASODB. 

■»■ frsB th* Anti-LebuBit— btariBf lbs OUy—i Monrna oT Bm M t " ts. 

Oriutal HbI^-Ost dhusbei— Th* Biihvi— FlpH ud OoBM— Ibc Btra* d 
» of U» Je»-Jawlih UdlM A 01iTlill*tia«Btl*iiuB— Ibi ■■■>• 
■ Bladt*— Tb* Bmrd o( Hums At-BMcMit *■ Airtfal ftOK 




aM Phupkr, liran •! 



DuMOSh ir*{iiMda|r,JlivU;ieBB. 

l>AiuaonB is conBidered by many trBrellen as the best remuB' 
Inif type of an Oriental city. CoDBtaaiiDople is semi-European; 
Cairo is &st becomiog so ; bat Damascos, avay from the 
highways of commerce, seated alone between the Zjebanon and 
the Syrian Desert, still retains, in ite ootward aspect uid in 
the character of its Inhabitants, all the pride and hncy and 
fonatidsm of the times of the Caliphs With this Jndgment, 
in general terms, I agree ; bnt not to Its ascendancy, in eTery 
respect, over Cairo. Tme, when you behold Damascos tram 
the Salahiyeh, the last elope of the Anti-Lebanon, it ii tba 
realization of all that yon have dreamed of Oriental splendor ; 
the world has no picture more dazzling. It is Beanty carried 
to the Bnblime, as I have felt when overlooking some boand- 
tm forest of pahns within the tropics. From the hill, iriwei 
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fidgM beare behind yon nntil in the soath itej rise to the 
snowy head of Mount Hermon, the great STrian plain 
stretcher away to the Enphrates, broken at distances <rf ten 
and fifteen miles, by two detached monntain chains, lu a ter- 
rible gorge at your side, the river Barrada, tho aoctent 
Pbarpar, fi»ces its way to the plwn, and its waters, divided 
into twelve different channels, make all between you and those 
bine island-hills of the desert, one great garden, the bonndaries 
(tf which yonr vision can barely dietingnish. Its longest 
diameter cannot be less than twenty miles. Ton look down on 
a world of foliage, and fhiit, and blossoms, whose hne, by 
contrast with the barren monntaioa and the yellow rim of the 
desert which incloses it, seems brighter than all other gardens 
in the world. Through its centre, following the conne of the 
river, lies Damascus ; a line of white walls, topped with domes 
and towers and tall minarets, winding away for miles throngh 
the green sea. Nothing less than a city of palaces, whose 
walls are marble and whose doora are ivory and pearl, conkf 
keep up the enchantment of that distant view. 

We rode for an hour through the gardens before entering 
the gate. The frnitr^trees, of whatever variety — walnut, olive, 
apricot, or fig — were the noblest of their kind. Roses and 
pomegranates in bloom starred the dark foliage, and the 
scented jasmine overhung the walls. But as we approached 
the dty, the view was obscured by high mnd ffalle on either 
aide of the road, and we only caaght glimpsee now and than 
of the fragrant wilderness. The first street we entered was 
low and mean, the booses of clay. Following this, we came 
to an uncovered bazaar, with rude shops on either aide, pro- 
tected by mats stretched in front and supported by poles. 
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Hen ftD Borta of common Btuffs and ntengOs were sold, and 
tb« street was filled with crowds of FeUahs and Desert Ataba 
Two large sycamores shaded it, and the SeragUo of the Pasha 
ot Damascos, a plain two-story building, faced the entrance of 
the main bazaar, which branched off into the city. We tnmed 
Into this, and after passing through BCTeral small bazaars 
stocked with dried frnits, pipes and pipfr-bowls, groceries, aod 
aD the primitire wares of the East, reached a large passage, 
covered with a steep wooden roof, and entirely occapied hj 
venders of silk stnSs. Ont of this we passed through another, 
devoted to saddles and bridles ; then another, foil of spicei^ 
and at last reached the grand bazaar, where all the richest 
Btuffi of Europe and the East were displayed in the abopa. 
We rode slowly along throagh the cool twilight, crossed here 
and there by long pencils of white light, falling through 
apertnres in the roof, and illnminating the gay turbans and silk 
caftans of the lazy merchants. But oat of this bazaar, at 
intervals, opened the grand gate of a khan, giving as a view of 
itB marble coort, its fonntaios, and the dark arches of its store- 
rooms ; or the door of a mosque, with its mosaic floor and f^ 
lared corridor. The interminable lines of bazaars, with their 
atmospheres of spice and frnit and fr^prant tobacco, tba 
bushed tread of the slippered crowds ; the plash of fUling fonn- 
\ains and the bubbling of hmnmerable narghUehs ; the pictnr 
eaqne merchants and their customers, no longer in the big 
trowsers of Egypt, but the long caftans and abas of Syria ; 
the absence of Frank bees and dresses — in all these there was 
tbe tme spirit of the Orient, and so far, we were '^1'^nMnl 
with Dim— cm. 

At tbe hotel in the Soog el-Har&b, or Frank qowter, tht 
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inorini VBB not diasipatecL It bad once been tbe house ol 
maaa rich merchant. The conrt into which we were osbered 
Is paved with marble, with a great stone basin, Borronnded with 
raaea ot flowering plants, in the centre. Two lai^ lemon 
trees shade the entrance, and a vine, climbmg to the top of 
the house, makes a leafy arbor 07er the fiat root The walls 
of the boose are painted in horizontal bars of bine, white, 
(tfange and white — a ghj grotesqaeness of style which does 
sot offend the eye under on eastern snn. On the sonthem 
dde of the conrt is the Uwa*, an arrangement for which the 
bouBes of Damascus are noted. It is a ranlted apartment, 
twenty feet high, entirely open towards the court, except a fine 
pomted arch at the top, decorated with encanatac ornaments of 
the moat brilliant colors. In front, a teeselated parement of 
marble leads to the doors of the chambers on each side. 
Beyond this is a reused floor covered with matting, and along 
the farther end a dirau, whose piled cashions are the moat 
tempting trap ever set to catch a lazy man. Altboogh not 
aaturally indolent, I find it impossible to resist the foscinatioB 
of this lounge. Leaning back, cross-legj^ed, against the 
cushions, with the inseparable pipe in one's hand, the view of 
the conrt, the watei^baain, the flowers and lem<m trees, the 
■erraniA and dragomen going bock and forth, or smoking their 
narghilehs in the shade — all framed in the beautifnl arched 
entrance, is so perfectly Oriental, so true a tableau from the 
tfanea of good old Haroun Al-Baschid, that one is sorprised to 
find how many hours bare slipped away while he has bem 
rileotly enj<^ying it 

Opponte the Uiean m a large room paved with marble, with 
a kaodsome fonntain in tlie centre. It is tiie finest in Hx 
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hotel, and oow occnpied hy Lord Dalkeith and hU friends 
Oar own room is on the upper floor, and Is bo rich in decoT» 
tions that I have not ;et fioiahed the stnd; of them. Along 
the side, looking doim on the court, We have a moaaic floor of 
frhito, red, black and yellow marble. Above this is raised a 
second floor, carpeted and fnTnished in European style. Tim 
walla, for a height of ten feet, are covered with wooden panel 
Ibg, painted with arabeaqne dericea in the gayeet colors, and 
along the top there is a series of Arabic inscriptions in gold. 
There are a nnmber of niches or open closets in the walls, 
whoBe arched tops are adorned with pendent wooden oma 
ments, resemblii^ stalactites, and at the corners of the room 
the heavy gilded and peunted cornice drops into similar gro- 
tesque incmstations. A space of bare white wall intervenes 
between this cornice and the ceihng, which is formed of slim 
poplar logB, laid side by side, and so covered with paint and 
with scales and'stripee and network devices in gold and silver, 
that one wonid take them to be clothed with the skins of the 
ma^c serpents that guard the Valley of Diamonds. My most 
satisfactoty remembrance of Damaacus will be this room. 

Uy walks through the city have been almost wholly confined 
to the bazaars, which are of immense extent. One can walk 
for many miles, without, going beyond the cover of their peakud 
wooden roofs, aud in all this round will find no two precisely 
alike. One is devoted entirely to soap ; another to tobacco 
throi^h which yon congh and sneeze your way to the bazaa^ 
«f spices, and delightedly inhale its perfnmed air. Then tb&n 
ifi the bazaar of sweetmeats ; of vegetables ; of red slippers j 
nf shawls ; of caftans ; of bakers and ovens ; of wooden ware ; 
of jewelry—A great store boilding, covered with vaulted paa- 
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ciugeg ; of Aleppo silks j of Baghdad carpets ; of Indian etaJb • 
of coSee ; and bo on, through a seemingl; endlesa rarietj. As 
I have already remarked, along the line of the basaars are 
many khans, the resort of merchants from all parts of Torkej 
and Persia, and eren India. They are large, stately bnildinga, 
and some of them have superb gateways of scolptnred marble. 
The interior courts are pared with stone, with foantcuna in the 
centre, and manj of them are covered with domes resting on 
massiTe pillars. The largest has a roof of nine domes, sop- 
ported by fbnr grand pDlars, which mclose a fonotain. The 
mosques, into which no Christian is allowed to enter, are la 
geoer&l inferior to those of Cairo, bnt their outer courts are 
always pared with marble, adorned with fountcuna, and snr^ 
rounded by light and elegant corridors. The grand mosqoe ii 
an imposing edifice, and is said to occnpy the site of a former 
Christiui church. 

Another pleasant feature of the city is its coGfee shops, 
which abound in the bazaus and on the outskirts of the ga^ 
dens, beside the running streams. Those in the bazaars are 
spacions rooms with vaulted ceiUngb, dirans running around 
the four walls, and founttdns in the centre. During the i^tei^ 
noon they are neariy always filled with Tuiks, Armenians and 
Fermane, smoking the nai^hileh, or water^pe, which is the 
unirersal costom in Damascos. The Pertdan tobacco, brought 
here by the caravans from Baghdad, is renowned for this kiad 
of smoking. The most popular coffee-shop is near the dtadid, 
on the banks and over the snrfiice of the Pharpar. It is M 
rough wooden building, with a roof of straw mats, bnt the 
right and sound of the rushing waters, as they shoot away with 
\iTOwy swiftness nnder your feet, the shade of the trees thai 
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liiw the bankB, and the cool breeze that alvBTS rlaiti th« 
■pot, b^nile 70a into a second pipe ere 700 are avare. " £1 
m&,viad IMdra, wa H widj d h&tMOM — iratar, rerdon and a 
beaatifal iaaa," says an old Arab proverb, " are three tUngi 
which delight tha heart," and the STrians avoir that aU three 
ve to be foand in Damascna. Not only on the three Smidays 
of each week, bat every day, in the gardens abont the dty, 
yon may Bee whole familieB (and if Jews or ChristiaiiB, manj 
groDps of familiee) spending the day in the shade, bedde the 
beantifiil waters. There are several gardens fitted ap por- 
posely for these pio-nice, with kiosks, fonntaina and pleasant 
seats nnder the trees. Too bring yonr pipes, your proTidona 
and the like with yoa, bat servants are in attendance to fhmish 
fire and water and coffee, for which, on leaving, yon give them 
a small gratuity. Of all the Damascenes I have yet seen, 
there is not one bat declares his dty to be the Garden of the 
World, the Pearl of the Orient, and thanks dod and the 
Prophet fisr having permitted him to be bom and to live in it. 
But, except the banarB, the khans and the baths, of whidi 
there are several most Inxarlons establishments, the city itself 
is neither so rich nor so purely Saracenic in its uchitectnie as 
Oairo. The streets are narrow and dirty, and the hooMw, 
which are never more than two low stories in height, are Imilt 
of Bnn-dried tnicks, coated with plaster. I miss the sidid [nlea 
of stone, the elegant doorways, and, above aU, the ezqnislto 
bai^^g balconies of carved wood, which meet one in tht 
old streets of Oairo. Damascns is the repmentatiTo of aQ 
that is gay, brilliant, and [dotaresqne, in Oriental lUi; bat fix 
itately magidfioenoe, Oairo, and, I saspoet, B ^Mad, k tti 
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We vifdtet] the other day the hoosea of aome of tlie richest 
Jewd aod Christians. Old Aboa-Ibrahim, the Jewish serraDt 
of the hotel, accompanied and introdaced as. It is ctutomar; 
tor tTBTellers to make these visits, and the families, far fh>m 
bfoBg annoyed, are flattered by it. The exteriors of the 
faoDses are mean ; but after threading a narrow passage, we 
emerged into a conrt, rivalling in prohsion of ornament and 
rich contrast of colors one's early idea of the Palace of Alad- 
din. The floors and fonntains are all of marble mosuc ; the 
arches of the Uvan glitter with gold, and the walls bewilder 
the eye with the Intricacy of their adornments. In the first 
hoose^ we were received by the family in a room of predont 
marbles, with niches in the walls, resembling grottoes of sQver 
stalaotiteB. The coshions of the divan were of the ricbeal silk, 
and a chandelier of Bohemian crystal hnng from the ceilii^. 
^ver narghilebs were bronght to ns, and co9ee was served it 
heavy silver zerfi. The lady of the house was a rather corpn- 
lent lady of aboat thirty -five, and wore a semi-Enropean robe 
of embroidered nlh aod lace, with foil trowsers gathered at 
the ankles, and yellow slippers. Her black hair was bruded, 
and festened at the end with golden ornaments, and the I^ht 
scarf twisted aronnd her head blazed with diamonds. "Die Udi 
of her large eyes were stuned with JuAt, and her eyebrows 
were plucked out and shaved away so as to leave only a thin, 
arched line, as if drawn with a pencil, above each eye. Her 
daughter, a giri of fifteen, who bore the gennlne Hebrew name 
iA Rachel, had even trigger and blacker eyes than her mother ; 
bat her fn«head was low, her month large, and the expreasim 
ofher Csce excemUngly stupid. The father of the &mi1ywai s 
middle-aged man, with a well-bred air, and talked with ai 
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Oriental potitenees irhicli iras very refrealuDg. An KoghsL 
lad;, who was of ou partj, said to him, through me, that ii 
■he poaseBsed sacb a honee she shonld be willing to remaii 
in Damascus. " Why does she leave, then 7" he immediatelj 
answered : " this is her hoose, and everything that is in 
it." Speaking of riaiting Jerusalem, he asked me whether it 
was not a more beaatifnl city than Damascna. " It is not 
more beaatifnl," I said, " but it is more holy," an expression 
which the whole company received with great aatisfaction. 

The second hoose we visited was even larger and richer than 
the fii-at, bat had an ur of neglect and decay. The slabs of 
rich marble were loose and broken, about the edges of the 
foontains ; the rich painting of the wood-work was beginning 
to fkde ; and the balnstrades leading to the upper chambers 
were broken ofT in places. We were nshered into a room, the 
walls and ceilings of whii'h were composed entirely of glided 
arabesqae frame-work, set with small mirrors. When new, il 
mnst have had a gorgeons effect ; bat the gold is now tar 
nished, and the glasses dim. The mistress of the house was 
seated on the cushions, dividing her time between her pipe and 
her needle-worlL She merely made a alight iDclinatioa of her 
head as we entered, and went on with her occnpation. Fro- 
eently her two daughters and an Abysdmao slave appeared, 
and took their places on the coshions at her feet, the whola 
forming a charming group, which I regretted some of my 
artist friends at home could not see. The mistrees was u 
exceedii^ly dignified, that she bestowed but few words on ni. 
She seemed to resent our admiration of thd slave, who was t 
m«st gracefol creature ; yet her jealousy, it afterwards appoar 
ed, had reference to her own hasband, for we had scarcely left 
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iriien a servant followed to inform the Snglisb ladj that ii she 
wfu willing to fanj the AbfBsiiuaD, the mistresa would sell bei 
at once for two thonsand piastres. 

The last visit we paid was to the dwelling of a Maroiut«i, 
the richest Christian in Damascus. The hoase resembled 
those we had already seen, except that, haviug-beett recently 
built, it was in better condition, and exhibited better taste 
in the ornaments. No one bat the lady was allowed to enter 
the female apartments, the rest of ns being entertained by the 
proprietor, a man of fifty, and without exception the hand- 
somest and most dignified person of that age I hare ever seen. 
He was a king without a throne, and fascinated me complete!; 
by the noble elegance of his manner. In any country bat the 
Orient, I shonld have pronounced him incapable of an onwo^ 
thy thought : here, he may be exactly the reverse. 

Although Damascus is considered the oldest city in the 
world, the date of its fonndation going beyond tradition, then 
are very few relics of antiquity in or near it. In the bazaar 
are three large pillars, supporting half the pediment, which are 
said to have belonged to the Christian Church of St. John, 
bnt, if so, that church must bare been originally a Roman 
temple. Part of the Boman walls and one of the raty gat«s 
lemaiu; and we saw the spot where, according to tradition, 
Saul was let down from the wall in a basket. There are two 
localities pointed out as the scene of his conversion, which, 
from his own acconnt, occurred near the city. I vimted & 
vnbterranean chapel claimed by the Latin mouKs to be the 
eellar of tiie honi>e of Ananias, in which the Apostle wai 
ocwcealed. The cellar is, undoubtedly, of great antiquity; hot 
u the whole quarter was ftor many centuries inhabited wbollji 



;d by Google 



tSO THi Luma OP m saiucks. 

bf Tnrks, it would be cnriona to know how the monki uoer 
tained which was the house of Anamas. Xb for the " itml 
called Straight," it would be difficult at present to Snd uij bl 
Damaacns corresponding to that epithet. 

The famons Damascna blades, so renowned in the tiiiM 
9f the Grosaders, an made here no longer. l%e art has been 
tost for three or fonr centuries. Yet genoine old swords, of 
the true steel, are occodonally to be foand. The; ore readilj 
distinguished from modem imitations by their clear and silrei; 
ring when struck, and b; the finely watered t^pearance of the 
blade, produced by its haring been first made of woven wire 
and then worked over and over agiun until it attained ths 
requisite temper. A droll Turk, who is the iheJA ed-ddlal, or 
Chief of the AactioneerH, and is nicknamed Aboa-Anteeka (the 
Father of the Antiques^, has a large collection of sabres, dag- 
gers, pieces of nuul, shields, pipes, rings, seals, and other andent 
articles. He demands enormoos prices, bat generally takes 
about one-third of what he first asks. I have spent seTeral 
hours in his cariosity shop, bargaining for turquoise rings, car- 
bancles, Persian amulets, and Circassian daggers. While 
looking over aome old swords the other day, I noticed one at 
esqni^te temper, but with a shorter blade than nsnaL The 
point had appu«ntly been snapped off in fight, but owing to 
the ezcellenoe of the sword, or the owner's affection for it, the 
iteel had be«n carefully shaped into a new point. Abon 
Anteeka asked five hundred piastres, and I, who had taken a 
particular fency to possess it, offered him two hundred in ao 
indifferent way, and then laid it aside t^ examine othei 
articles. Alter his refusal to accept my offer, I said aotbiii( 
more, and was leaving the shop, when the old fellow called nw 
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back, eajing : " You bare forgotten four Bword," — whicfa 
I therespoQ took at m; own price. I have shoira it to Hr 
Wood, the British GoiudI, who pronounced it an extremelj 
flna qtecimen of Dsmaaciu steel ; and, on reading the inacrip- 
tiou enamelled upon the blade, ascertains that it was made in 
the year of the H^ira, 181, which corresponds to aj>. 798. 
This was daring the Caliphate of Harooo Al-Kaschid, and 
who knows but the sword may have once flashed in the 
presence of that great and gloriona sovereign — nay, been 
flrawn bj his own band I Who knows bnt that the Milan 
armor of the Cnis&ders may have shivered its poin^ oo 
the field of Askalon I I kiss the veined azore of thy blade, 
O Sword of Haronn I I hang the crimson cords of thy scab- 
bard npon my shoulder, and thon shalt henceforth clank in sit 
ver mnaic at my aide, singing to my ear, and mine alone, thy 
chanta of battle, thy r^oicing sor^ of slanghter I 

Yesterday evening, three gentlemen of Lord Dalkeitb'i 
party arrived firom a trip to Palmyra. The road thither liea 
tiiTODgh a part of the Syrian Desert belonging to the Aneyzeh 
tribe, who are now supposed to he in league with Qie Druses, 
agtunst the Qovernment. - Including this party, only six per- 
BODfi have soceeeded in reaching Palmyra within a year, and 
two of them, Messrs. Noel and Cathcart, were imprisoned fonr 
days by the Arabs, and only escaped by the actudeutal depar 
tore of a caravan for Damascna. The present party wiw 
obliged to travel almost wholly by night, rannii^; the ganntlflt 
Ot a dosen Arab encampments, and woa only allowed a day's 
•tay at Palmyra, They were all diagnised as Bedonlnt, 
and took nothing with them but the necessary provliiau. 
Thoj made Adr ^ijMarance here last eveoiug. In famg, wUtt 
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iAmi, with the Bedonin kt0it bound orer thdr hea^, tlieti 
bees bmnt, their eyes infl&med, and their frames feTeriah nriti* 
seven days and night« of trsreL The shekh who condncted 
them wu not an Aneyzeh, and wonll ban kMt bit life hmA 
they Mn fa with aiv of that tribt. 
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IhnDra my stay in Damasciu, that insatiable cnriudtj irldDb 
leadfl me to preftr the acqaieition of all lawfol knowledge 
through the channels of my own personal experience, rathet 
than in lees satisbctorj and less laborioos ways, induced me to 
make a trial of the celebrated Hatheah — that remarkable drng 
which sapplies the Inznrioiis Syrian with dreams more allnring 
and more gorgeous than the Chinese extracts from his darling 
opinm pipe. The nse of Hasheesh — which is a preparation of 
the dried leaves of the ecMnabis imiita — has been fAmaJM- to 
the East for many centuries. Daring the Cmsadea, it was 
freqneotiy nsed by the Saracen warriors to stimolate them to 
the work of slangbter, and from the Arabic term of " Hiukor 
lAeS*," or Eaters of Hasheesh, as applied to them, the word 
"usBSffln" has been natarally derived. An infomon of the 
same plant gives to the drink called " biuaig," which it in com- 
mon ose throt^hont India and Malaysia, its pecnliar propertiea. 
Tbu prepared, it is a more fierce and fatal stimulant thau ih« 
imte of Bogar and spices to w^ch the Turk resorts, as the 
food of his vtdnptnoos evening reveries. While its immediat* 
^fleets seem to be more potent than those of opimn, its 
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bAbitaal om, thoi^h attended with altimato and pemuutont 
Injnrf to the system, rarely resnlta in sach utter wreck oC 
mind aod body aa that to which the votaries of the lattw drug 
inevitably coDdemn themaelves. 

A previoiis experience of the effects of hasheesh — vhkli 1 
took once, and in a very mild form, while in Egypt — iru ao 
pecnliar in its character, that my cariosity, instead of bdn^ 
satisSed, only prompted me the more to throw myself, for onca, 
wholly nnder its inflaence. l%e sensations it then prodnced 
were those, physically, of ezqnisite lightness and airiaess^ 
mentally, of a wonderfnlly keen perception of the ladicrons, in 
the most simple and fonuliar ol^jects. Dniing the half hour in 
which it lasted, I was at no time so far nuder its control, that 
I conld not, with the clearest perception, gtndy the changes 
throogfa which I passed. I noted, with carefol attention, the 
fine sensations which spread throaghont the whole tissue of my 
nerroos fibre, each thrill helping to divest my frame of its 
earthy and material natnre, nntil my substance appeared to 
me no grosser thah the vapors of the atmosphere, and while 
utting in the calm of the Egyptian twilight, I expected to be 
lifted up and carried away by the first breeze that sbonld mffle 
the Nile. While this process was going on, the objects by 
which I was smronnded assumed a strange and whimsical 
expression. My pipe, the oars which my boatmen plied, the 
tnrban worn by the capttun, the water-jars and cnlinary imple- 
ments, became in themselves so inexpressibly absord and com- 
ical, that I was provoked into a loi^ fit of laughter. Tha 
hallndnation died away as gradually as it came, leaving mi 
overcome with a soft and pleasant drowoness, from wUdi I 
tank into a deep, refreshit^ sleep. 
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Mj companion and an English gentlemau, who, wttl) nil 
wife, was also residing in Antonio's pleasant caraTanseral — 
i^reed to join me in the experiment. The dragoman of tha 
latter was deputed to procure a sufficient quantity of the drug. 
He was a dark Egyptian, speaking only the Ingua froMea of 
the East, and aaked me, as he took the money and departed 
on his nuBsion, whether he should get hasheesh "per ridtre, t 
per dormire V " Oh, jwr ridtn, of course," I answered ; " and 
■ee that it be strong and fresh." It is customary with the 
Syiiane to take a small portion immediately before the evening 
meal, as it is thns diffosed through the stomach and acts mora 
gradually, as well as more geutly, upon the system. As ouf 
dumer-honr was at sunset, I proposed taking hasheesh at thai 
time, but my friends, fearing that its operation might be more 
speedy upon fresh snbjects, and thus betray them into some 
abanrdity m the presence of the other travellers, preferred 
waitintc mitn after the meal. It was then agreed that wa 
shonld retire to our room, which, as it rose like a tower one 
story higher than the rest of the building, was in a manner . 
isolated, and would screen us from obaerratiou. 

We commenced by taking a tea-epoonfol each of the mixture 
which Abdallah had procured. This was about the quantity I 
had taken in Egypt, and as the effect then had been so sl^ht, 
I judged that we ran no risk of taking an over-dose. The 
strength Oi the drug, however, most have been far greater in 
tiib instance, for whereas I could in the former case distingnish 
M flavor but that of sugar and rose leaves, I now found thi 
taste intensely bi' ter and repulsive to the palate. We allowed 
the paste to dissolve slowly on our tongues, and sat some time, 
[jnietly waiting the resilt. But, having been taken npon s 
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Ml Stomach, its operation was hindered, and after the lapM 
of nearly an hosr, we coold not detect the least change in our 
feeliogs. M7 Mends loudlj expressed their conviction of the 
humbug of hasheesh, but I, onwilling to give up the experi- 
ment at this point, proposed that we sbonld take an additiim^ 
half Rpoonfal, and follow it with a cnp of hot tea, which, if 
there were really any rirtne in the preparation, conld not fail 
to call it into action. This was done, thoogb not witbont 
some misgiTingB, as we were all ignorant of the precise quan- 
tity which coQstitnted a dose, and the limits within which the 
drug coold be taken with safety. It was now ten o'clock ; the 
streets of DamascDS were gradoally becoming silent, and tbi 
foir city was bathed in the yellow lustre of the Syrian moon 
Only in the marble conrt-yard below ns, a few dragomen and 
miMcMree lingered nnder the lemon-trees, and beside the foan- 
taia in the centre. 

I was seated alone, nearly in the middle of the room, talkiiig 
with my friends, who were lonn^ng npon a sofo placed in a 
sort of alcove, at the farther end, when the same Gne nerroos 
thrill, of which I have spoken, suddenly shot through me. 
But this time it was accompanied with a bnming sensation at 
the pit of the stomach ; and, instead of growing upon me with 
the gradual pace of healthy slumber, and resolving me, aa 
before, into air, it came with the intensity of a pang, and shot 
throbbing along the nerves to the eztremities of my body. The 
sense of limitatjon— of the confinement of oui senses wltbin 
the bonnds of oar own flesh and blood — instantly fall away. 
The walls of my frame were burst outward and tumbled iuto 
nun ; and, withont thinking what form I wore — losing nght 
even of all idea of fornt — ^I felt that I existed ttrooghont t 
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cast extent of apace. The blood, pnlsed from my beitrt, tpeA 
throngh nnconnted le&gnes before it reached my Qxtremitiei , 
tM air drawn into my Inngs expanded intc seas of limidd 
other, and the arch of my skull was broader than the lanlt of 
heaven. Within the concave that held my brain, were the 
fottacmlesa deepa of bine ; cloods floated there, and the windl 
of heaven rolled them together, and there sbone the orb of th« 
mn It was — thongb I thought not of that at the time — lik« 
a revelation of the myeterjr of omnipresence. It is diffcnlt to 
describe this sensation, or the rapidity with which it mastered 
me. In the state of mental exaltation in which I was then 
plunged, aH sensations, as they rose, suggested more or len 
coherent imt^^es. They presented themselves to me in a donbls 
form : one phydcal, and therefore to a certain extent tangible ; 
Qie other apiritnal, and revealing itself in a sncceaaon of splen- 
did metaphors. The physical feeling of extended being wai 
accompanied by the image of an exploding meteor, not sal^ 
nding into darkness, bat continning to shoot from its centre or 
nnclens — wliich corresponded to the bnming spot at the pit d 
my stomach — incessant adnmbrations of light that finally lost 
themselves in the infinity of space. To my mind, even now, 
this image is atill the best illnatration of my sensations, as I 
recall them ; bnt I greatly donbt whether the reader will find 
it eqnally clear. 

My cnrioaity was now in a way of being satisfied ; Hie 
B|nrit (demon, shall I not rather say f ) of Haaheeah had entire 
poBseasion of me. I waa cast npon the flood of hia illnsiona, and 
drifted helplessly whithersoever they might choose to bear me 
The thrills which ran throngh my nerrona system became mon 
raitfd and fierce, accompanied with sensations that "teqwd n; 
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irlude heSag In unatterable raptnre. I was emoompaaBed by • 
lea of light, throogh vhich played the pare, Iianuoiiioiu color* 
that are bora of light. While endeavoring, in broken ezpres- 
nons, to describe my feelings to my friends, who Eat looking 
npon me incrednlonsly — not yet having been affected by the 
drag — I enddenly fonnd myself at the foot of the great Fyr»- 
mid of Cheops. The tapering conrses of yellow limesUiiM 
gleamed like gold in the snn, and the pile rose so high that it 
seemed to lean for support apon the blue arch of the sky. I 
wished to ascelid it, and the wish alone placed me immediateljr 
npon its apex, lifted thousands of feet above the wheat-fields 
and palm-groves of Egypt, I cast my eyes downward, and, 
to my astonishment, saw that it was bnilt, not of limestone, 
bnt of hnge square pings of Cavendish tobacco ! Words can- 
not paint the overwhelming sense of the indicrons which t 
then experienced. I writhed on my chair in an agony of 
laughter, which was only relieved by the vision melting away 
like a dissolving view ; till, oat of my coofosiou of indistinct 
images and fragments of images, another and more woaderfal 
vision arose. 

The more vividly I recall the scene which followed, the mors 
carefully I restore its different features, and separate the many 
threads of sensation which it wove into one gorgeous web, the 
more I despair of representing its exceeding glory. I was 
moving over the Desert, not upon the rocking dromedary, bid 
abated in a barqae made of mother-of-pearl, and studded with 
jewels of snrpassing lostre. T^e sand was of grains of gold, 
and my keel slid through them without jar or sound. Hie afa 
was nuUant with excess of %ht, though no sou was to be aeeo. 
1 inhaled the most delidons perfumes ; and harmonies, such at 



;dbv Google 



Beethorw i&ay hare h«»Td in dreamg, but never wrote, Sooted 
Hronnd me. The atmoaphere iteelf was light, odor, mode ; 
and each and all enblimated beyond aoTtfaing the sober Benaei 
are capable of Teceiviog. Before me — for a tfaoiuand leagoea, 
aa it seemed — stretched a rieta of nunbows, whose colon 
gleamed with the splendor of gems — arches of liTii^ amethyst, 
B^iphire, emerald, topaz, and mby. By thousands and tens 
of thonsands, they flew past me, as my dazzling bai^ sped 
down the magnificent arcade ; yet the vista yill stretched as 
tai as ever before me. I revelled in a sensnons elysinni, which 
was perfect, becanae no sense was left nngratified. Bnt beyond 
an, my mind was filled with a bonndless feeling of trinmph. 
My jonmey was that of a conqueror — ^not of a conqnerw who 
Bubdaee his race, either by Love or by Will, for I forgot that 
Man existed — but one victorions over the grandest as well M 
the subtlest forces of Nature. The spirits of Light, Color, 
Odor, Sound, and Motion were my slaves ; and, having these, 
I was master of the nniverse. 

Those who are endowed to any extent with the ima^^ativfl 
faculty, must have at least once in their lives experienced feel- 
ings which may give them a cine to the esalted sensuous 
raptures of my triumphal march. The view of a sublime 
mountain landscape, the hearing of a grand orchestral sym< 
phony, or of a choral npborne by the " fnll-voiced organ," or 
even the beauty and Inxnry of a dondless summer day, sug- 
gests emotions nmilar in kind, if less intense. They took a 
warmth and glow &om that pure animal joy which degrader 
not, but spiritnalizee and ennobles onr material part, and 
which differs from cold, abstract, intellectnal enjoyment, as the 
flaming diamond of the Orient differs from the idcle cS ttu 
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North. Those finer senses, which occap; s. middle gnnmd 
between onr aninial and intellectaal appetites, were snddenlj 
developed to a pitch beyond wliat I had ever dreamed, and 
being thus at one and the same time gratified to the fclleet 
extent of their pretematnral ct^aoity, the reaolt was a i ingle 
humonions sensation, to describe which hnman language hai 
no epithet. Mahomet's Paradise, with its palaces of mbj and 
emerald, its airs of mask and cassia, and its riyers colder thiui 
snow and sweeter than honey, would have been a poor and 
mean terminna for my arcade of rainbows. Yet in the charao 
ter of this paradise, in the gorgeons fandes of the Arabian 
TTights, in the glow and liiznry of all Oriental poetry, I now 
recognize more or less of the agency of hasheeah. 

The fulness of my raptnre expanded the sense of time ; uid 
though the whole vision was probably not more than fire 
minutes in passing throogh my mind, years seemed to havo 
elapsed while I shot nnder the dazzling myriads of rainbow 
vchea. By and by, the runbows, the barque of pearl and 
jewels, and the desert of g<^eu sand, vanished ; and, slall 
bathed in l^ht and perfame, I found myself in a laud of green 
and fiowery lawns, divided by hillg of gently nndulating oat- 
line. Bnt, althongh the vegetation was the richest of earth, 
there were neither sii-eams nor fountains to be seen ; and the 
people who came &om the hills, with brilliant garments that 
shone m the snn, besought me to give them the blessing of 
water. Their hands were full of branches of the coral honey* 
■nckle, in bloom. These I took ; and, breaking off the flowen 
one by one, set them in the earth. The slender, tmmpet-like 
tubes immediately became shafts of masonry, and sank d«ep 
into the earth ; the lip of the flower changed into a c 
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month oT rose-colored marble, and the people, leanii^ or«r Hf 
iMlnk, lowered their pitchers to the bottom with corda, and 
drew them ap again, filled to the brim, and dripping with 
bone^. 

The most remarkable feature of these illngions was, that M 
the time when I was most completely nnder their iaflaence, I 
knew mjself to be seated in the tower of Antonio's hotel in 
Damascns, knew that I had taken haabeesb- aivl that the 
■trange, gorgeens and Indicrons fandes which possessed me, 
Wfon the effect of it. At the very same instaat that I looked 
npoQ t^e Ynlley of the Nile from the pyramid, slid prer the 
Desert, or created my marrelloas wells in that beaotifnl pasto- 
nl country, I saw the fdmitnre of my room, its mosaic pave- 
ment, the qoiunt Saracenic niches in the walls, the painted and 
gilded beams of the ceiling, and the conch in the recess before 
me, with my two companions watching me. Both sensationa 
were simnltaneons, and equally palpable. While I was most 
pren np to the munificent delusion, I saw its cause and felt 
its absurdity most clearly. Metaphysicians say that the mind 
ii incapable of performing two operations at the same time, 
and may attempt to explain this phenomenon by supposing a 
rapid and incessant vibration of the perceptions between the 
two states. This explanation, however, is not satisfactory to 
me ; for not more clearly does a skilfhl mnsician with the 
same breath blow two distinct musical notes from a bugle, than 
I was consdons of two distinct conditions of being in the samt 
moment. Yet, singular as it may seem, neither conflicted wiA 
the other. My enjoyment of the visions was complete and 
tbMlnte, undisturbed by the faintest doubt of their reality ; 
■MIe, in some other chamber of my brain. Reason sat coollj 
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watdring tboii, and lieKpiug the liTeliest ridicnle on tbeir bn 
tastic featurefl. One set of nerres waa thrilled with the bliM 
of the goda, while another was coaTolsed with nnqaenchaUv 
laughter at that jerj bUss. iiy highest ecstadps could not 
bear down and silence the weight of mj ridicale, which, in ibi 
tuTD, was powerless to prevent me from ranoing into other and 
more gorgeoaa absnrditiea. I was double, not "swan and 
shadow," bnt rather, Sphinx-like, homan and beast. A true 
Sphinx, I was a riddle and a mystery to myself. 

The drag, which had been retarded in its operation ot 
account of havii^ been taken after a meal, now bc^an tc 
make itself more powerfally felt. The visions were more gro- 
tesqne than ever, bnt less agreeable ; and there was a punfdl 
tension thronghont my nerrone system — the effect of orer-sti- 
mains. I was a mass of transparent jelly, and a confectioner 
poured me into a twisted mould. I threw my cbair aside, and 
writhed and tortured myself for some time to force my loose 
substance into the monld. At last, when I had so far sac- 
ceeded that only one foot remained outside, it was lifted 
off, and another mould, of still more crooked and intricate 
shape, Eubstitated. I have no doubt that the contortions through 
which I ireut, to accomplish the end of my g«l»tinoas destiny, 
wonld have been extremely ludicrous to a spectator, bnt to me 
they were painful and disagreeable. The sober half of me 
went into fits of laughter over them, and through that langb- 
ter, my vision shifted into another scene. I had langhed nntil 
my eyet overflowed profusely. Every drop that fbll, immedi- 
ately became a large loaf of bread, and tumbled upon the 
■hop-board of a baker in the bazaar at Damascus. The mors 
I langhed, the faster the loaves fell, until such a pile \ne 
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raised sbont the baker, that I could hardly see the top of 
Ids head. " The raan will Iw Boffocated," I cried, " bat if he 
were to die, I canoot stop 1" 

My perceptions now became mora dim and coniiiaed. I felt 
that I was in the grasp oi some giant force ; and, in the Sim- 
mering of my fading reason, grew earnestly alarmed, for the 
terrible stress under which my frame labored increased erery 
moment. A fierce and fttrions heat radiated from my stomach 
throoghoat my system ; my month and throat were as dry and 
hard as if made of brass, and my tongne, it seemed to me, was a 
bar of rosty iron, I srazed a pitcher of water, and drank long 
and deeply ; but I might aa well hare drunk so much air, Ibr not 
only did it impart no moiatore, bnt my palate and throat gave me 
no intelligence of having drank at all. I stood in the centre of 
the room, brandishing my arms convolsively, and hearing 
sighs that seemed to shatter my whole being. " Will no 
one," I cried in distress, " cast oat this devil that has posses- 
sion of me 7" I no longer saw the room nor my friends, bat I 
heard one of them saying, " It most be raal ; he conld not 
connterfeit sach an expression as that. Bat it don't look 
much like pleasure." Immediately afterwards there was a 
scream of the wildest laughter, and my countryman sprang 
upon the floor, exclaunii^, " 0, ye gods I I am a locomotive I" 
This was his ruling hallucination ; and, for the space of two oi 
three hoars, he continned to pace to and fro with a measured 
■tride, exhaling his breath in violent jets, and when he spoke, 
dividing his words into syllables, each of which he bronght ovi 
with a Jerk, at the same time turning his bands at his sides, as 
If tbey were the cranks of imaginary wheela The En^isb 
DHO, ai aooa as he fdt the dose beginning to take tibo^ pm 
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dentlj retreated to bis own room, snd what the natare cf Uia 
riflions was, we never learned, for he refosed to tdl, U^ 
oioreoTer, enjoined the strictest silence on hia wif^ 

By this time it was nearly midn^ht. I had passed thnngli 
the Paradise of Hasheesh, and was plunged at onoe into Ita 
fiercest Hell, In my ignorance I had talien wliat, I faaTB 
£nce learned, would have been a sntBcieat portion for six men, 
and was now paying a Crightfnl penalty for my curiosity. The 
exdted blood rnshed through my frame with a soond like the 
roaring of mighty waters. It was prelected into my eyes aatH 
I oonid no longer see ; it beat thickly In my ears, and M 
throbbed in my heart, that I feared the ribs would |^re way 
nnder its blows. I tore open my vest, placed my hand orer 
the spot, and tried to coimt the pnlsationB ; but there irer3 
two hearts, one beating at the rate of a thonauid beats a 
minnte, and the other with a slow, doll motion. My throat, I 
thought, was filled to the brim with blood, and streams of 
blood were pouring from my ears. I felt them gnshing warm 
down my cheeks and neck. With a maddened, desperate fed 
ing, I fled from the room, and walked over the flat, terraced 
roof of the house. Hy body seemed to shrink and grow rigid 
■8 I wrestled with the demon, and my face to become wild, 
lean and h^gard. Some lines which had struck me, yean 
before, in reading Mrs. Browning's " Rhyme of the Dnchea 
llty," flashed into my mind : — 

** And the hone. In stark deBp^, with hi* lh>nt bocA poCnd In dr, 

On the lut verge, rean unaia ; 
And he hsnga, he rocte between — uid hli nostrils onidla fn — 
And be ahivGin, head and hoof, and the flakes of foaB lUl off i 

laS Us &w grows fleroe and tUa." 
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That picture of animal terror and agony waa mine. I wm tlu 
hone, hanging poised on the verge of the giddy tower, the 
next moment to be borne sheer down to destruction. luroliii^ 
tarily, I raised my hand to feel the leanness and sharpness of 
my face. Oh horror I the flesh had Men from my bones, and 
It was a skeleton head that I carried on my shonlders I With 
me bonnd I sprang to the parapet, and lotted down into the 
rilent courtyard, then filled with the shadows thrown into it by 
the sinking moon. Shall I cast myself down headlong f was 
the qaestion I proposed to myself ; but though the horror at 
that skeleton delnsian was greater than my fear of death, there 
was an iarioible hand at my breast which pnshed me away from 
the brink. 

I made my way back to the room, in a state of the keenest 
Bolkring, My companion was still a locomotive, rushing to 
and fro, and jerking out his syllables with the di^inted accent 
peculiar to a steam-en^e. His month had tamed to brass, 
like mine, and he raised the pitcher to his lips in the attempt 
to moisten it, but before he had taken a mouthful, set the 
pitcher down again with a yell of laughter, crying out : "How 
vn I take water into my boiler, while I am letting off steam V 
Bat I was now too br gone to feel the abenrdity of this, or 
Ids other exclamations. I was sinkiug deeper and deeper into 
■ pit ctf unutterable agony and despur. Far, although I wax 
not consdons of real pain in any part of my body, the cruel 
tension to which my nerves had been sut^ected filled oe 
through and tbrongh with a seosatiou <tf distren which wai 
hr more severe thao pain itself. In addition to this, the rem- 
Bsnt ot will with which Z struggled against the demon, became 
gradually weaker, and I felt that I should bood ba powerleai 
t 
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in his huKb. Ereiy eflbrt to preeerre my reason wu koooB- 
ponied by s puig of mortal fear, lest what I now ezpcTiencea 
was inaanitf, and would hold mastery orer me for erer. IIm 
tlu>[m;ht of death, which also hannted me, was far less bitter 
than tiiis dread. I knew that in the strim^Ie which was gnng 
OQ in my frame, I was borne fearfully near the dark gulf, and 
the thought that, at sach a tmie, both reason and will were 
leaving my brain, filled me with an agony, the depth and 
blackness of which I ahonld raiuly attempt to portray. I 
threw myself on my bed, with the excited blood still roaring 
wildly in my ears, my heart throbbing with a force that seemed 
to be rapidly wearing away my life, my throat dry as a po^ 
sherd, and my atiffened tongoe cleaTing to the roof of my 
month — ^resistii^ no longer, bnt awaiting my fate with the 
apatby of despwr. 

My companion was now approaching the same condition, 
bat as the effect of the drag on him hod been less violent, m 
his stage of suffering was more clamorona. He cned ont to 
me that he was dying, implored me to help him, and reproached 
me rehemeotly, because I lay there silent, motionless, and 
apparently careless of his danger. "Why will he disturb 
me f" I thought ; " he thinks he is dying, bat what is death to 
madness ? Let him die ; a thousand deaths were more eaaly 
borne than the pangs I suffer." While I was sufficiently coo- 
sdooB to hear his exclamations, they only provoked my keen 
anger ; bnt after a time, my senses became clouded, and I 
tank into a stnpor. As near as I can juf^, this mnst have 
been three o'clock in the morning, rather more than fir* 
honrs after the hasheesh b^an to take effect. I Uy thns all 
the following day and night, in a state of gray blank obKvloi^ 
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broken only hj a idngle w&nderiiig gleam of conscioiitiieu. 1 
racollect hearing Francois' Toice. He told me aftervardB that 
I oroae, attempted to dress myself, drank two caps of coS^ 
and then fell back into the same death-like atnpor ; bnt of all 
this, I did not retain the least knowle^e. On the morning ot 
the second &a,j, after a sleep of thirty hoars, I avoke again to 
the world, with a systein ntterlj proetrate and onstmng, and 
a tn«in clouded with the lingering images of my Tisions. I 
knew where I was, and what had happened to me, bat all that 
I saw still remained nnreal and shadowy. There was no taste 
b what I ate, no refresbment in what I draok, and it required 
a painfnl effort to comprehend what was said to me and retorn 
acohwent answer. Will and Reason hod come back, bat they 
■tin sat nnsteadily npon their thrones. 

My &iend, who was much further adranced in his recorery, 
accompanied me to the adjoining bath, which I hoped would 
assist in restoring me. It was with great difficulty that I prfr 
nrred the outward appearance of consciousness. In spite of 
myself, a Teil now and then fell over my mind, and aftw 
wandering for years, as it seemed, in some distant world, I 
swoke with a Bho<^ to And myself in the steamy haDs ot the 
bath, with a brown Syrian polishing my limbs. I suspect that 
my language most hare been rambling and incoherent, and 
that the menials who had me in charge nnderstood my condi* 
tion, for as soon as I had stretched myself upon the couth 
wMeb fbllows the bath, a glass of very acid sherbet was pr^ 
wnted to me, and after drinking it I experienced instant relief. 
Still the speQ was not wholly broken, and for two or three 
days I continued subject to frequent inrolnntary fits of absence, 
vhich made me insensible, for the time,, to all that was passing 
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uonDd me. t walked the streets of Dstnascas tritb a ttraaga 
eoiiBcioiiEiiess that I was in some other place at the same tuoe^ 
and with a constant effort to reurite my divided perceptions. 

Previoas to the experiment, we had decided on making ■ 
bargEun with the shekh for the Jouraey to Pdmyra. The 
state, however, in which we now fonnd onrseives, obliged ns ti 
relinquish the plan. Perhaps the excitement of a forced marck 
across the desert, and a con^ct with the hostile Arabs, which 
was quite likelj to happen, might have assisted ns in throwing 
off the banefol effects of the drag ; bnt all the charm which 
lay in the name of Palmyra and the romantic interest of the 
trip, was gone. I was without courage and withoat enei^, 
and nothii^ remained for me bnt to leave Damascos. 

Yet, fearful as my rash experiment proved to me, I did not 
regrei having made it. It revealed to me deeps of raptnrc 
and of suffering which my natural facnlties never conld have 
eonnded. It has taaght me the majesty of hamaa reason and 
of hnman will, even in the weakest, and the awfiil peril of 
tampering with that which assiuls their integrity. I have hers 
feithfally and folly written ont my experience, on accomit of 
the lesson which it may convey to others. If I have unfbrtn- 
nately f^ed in my design, and have bnt awakened that restless 
cariofiity which I have endeavored to forestall, let me b^ aS 
who are thereby led to repeat the experiment npon themselree, 
that they be content to take the portion of hasheesh which if 
conddered sufficient for one man, and not, like me, nrallow 
wongfa for liz. 
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Wi shall not set oat from Damascna — we shall not leave tbe 
Pearl of the Orient to glimmer through the seas of foliage 
wherein it Ilea buried— witboat conBecratmg a da^ to the 
Bath, that material agent of peace and good-will anto men. 
We have bathed in the Jordan, like Naaman, and been made 
clean ; let as now see whether Abana and Fharpar, rirera of 
Damascns, are better than the waters of Israel. 

The Bath is the " pecnliar inatitntion " of the East. Ooffee 
has become colonized in France and America ; the Pipe is a 
eoemopolite, and his bine, Joyona breath congeals nnder 
the Arctic Circle, or melts laogaidly into the soft airs of the 
Polynesian Isles ; bnt the Bath, that sensaoas elyaiam which 
cradled the dreams of Plato, and the vi^ons of Zoroaster, and 
the solemn meditations of Mahomet, is only to be fbnnd under 
au Oriental sky. The naked natives of the Torrid Zone 
are amphibions ; they do not bathe, they live in the water 
The European and Anglo-American wash themselvea and 
think thej have bathed ; they ehndder nnder cold showers and 
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perform laborious antics with coarse towels. As for tne 
Bydropathut, the Qeniiu of the Bath, whose dwelling if 
In Damascus, would be convnlsed with scomfol latu^hter, could 
he behold that aqueous Dic^ues sitting in his tub, or stretched 
OQt in bis wet wrappings, like a sodden mammy, in a csta 
comb of blankets and feather beds. As the rose in the East 
baa a rarer perfume than in other lands, so does the Bath 
bestow a anperior pnrification and impart a man profound 
enjorment. 

Listen not nnto the lamentations of travellers, who oomplfun 
of the heat, and the ateam, and the dislocations of their joints 
They belong to the stiff-necked generation, who resist the pro- 
cesses, wherennto the Oriental yields himself body and scml. 
He who is bathed in Damascus, must be as clay in the hand* 
of a potter. The Syrians marrel how the Franks can walk, 
so difGcolt is it to bend their joints. Moreover, they know tbe 
difference between him who comes to the Bath ont of a mere 
idle cariosity, and him who baa tasted its delight and holds it 
in due honor. Only the latter is permitted to know all its 
myateriea. The former is careleaaly hurried through the cvdi- 
nary forms of bathing, and, if any trace of the cockney remain 
in him, is quite as likely to be diagusted as pleased. Agun^ 
there are many aecond and third-rate hatha, whither cheating 
dragomen condact th^ victims, in consideration of a (Uvifflon 
of spoils with the bath-keeper. Hence it is, that the Bath has 
receired but partial justice at the handa of tonrists in the 
Bast. If any one donbta this, let him clothe lumself with ' 
Oriental pasdveneas and resignation, go to the Hamnuu 
el-Khyate€n, at Damascns, or the Bath of Mahmood Pasha, 
at Constantinople, and demand that he be perfbctly bathed. 
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Orau with me, and I will show yon the myitoriM of the 
pnfect bath. Here is ttie entrance, a heavy Saracenic arch, 
opening npon thecrovded bazaar. We descend a few step* to 
the marble parement of a lofty octagonal hall, lighted by s 
dome. There is a jet of sparkling water in the centre, falling 
bio a hesTy stone basin. A platform about five feet in hdght 
rang aronnd the hall, and on this are ranged a nnmber of nar- 
row conches, with their heads to the wall, like the pallets in 
a hospital ward. The platform is covered with straw mat- 
ting, and from the wooden gallery which rises above it are 
BQspended towels, with bine and ciimson borders. The master 
of the bath receives ns conrteonsly, and condncts as to one of 
the vacant conches. We kick off onr red sli]^>ers below, and 
monnt the steps to the platfonn. Yonder traveller, in Frank 
dress, who has jnst entered, goes up with his boots on, and we 
know, from that fact, what sort of a bath he will get. 

As the work of disrobing proceeds, a dark-eyed boy appean 
with a n^kin, wtiich he holds before ns, ready to lund It abont 
the w^st, as soon as we regain oar primitive form. Another 
attendant throws a napkin over onr sbonlders and wraps a 
third aronnd onr bead, tnrban-wise. He then thmeta a pair of 
wooden cl(^ npon onr feet, and, takii^ ns by the arm, steadies 
onr tottering and clatterii^ atepa, as we pass throngh a low 
door and a warm ante-chamber into the first hall of the bath. 
The Ught, falling dimly throi^b a clnater of bnll'B-eyee in the 
domed criling, shows, first, a silver thread of water, playing 
in a steamy atmosphere ; next, some dark motionless objects, 
stretched ont on a low central platform of marble. The 
atteodflol spreads a linen sheet in one of the vacant places^ 
places a pillow at one end, takes off onr clogs, deposits v 
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gentljr on onr back, and leaves ns. The pavement is wvm 
beneath db, and the first breath we draw givea ob a sense vi 
saffocation. Bnt a bit of burning aloe-wood has Jnst bem 
carried throngh the hall, and the steam is permeated with frfr 
grance. The dark-eyed boy appears with a uarghileh, wbi^ 
he places beside lis, offering the amber moath-piece to onr eab- 
misslTe lips. Tlie smoke we inhale has an odor of roses ; and 
as the pipe babbles with onr breathing, we feel that the dewi 
of sweat gather heavily npon us. The attendant now re- 
appears, kneels beside as, and gently kneads as with dexterona 
hands. Althoagh no anatomist, he knows every muscle and 
einew whose suppleness gives ease to the body, and so monldi 
and manipolates them that we lose the r^idity of onr mechan- 
ism, and become plastic in his hands. He tarns as npon our 
Rice, repeats the same process upon the back, and leaves as a 
Gttle longer to lie there passively, glistening in oar own dew. 
We are aroosed from a reverie abont nothing by a dark 
brown shape, who replaces. the clogs, pats his arm around out 
waist and leads ns into an inner hall, with a steaming tank in 
the centre. Here he slips us off the brink, and we collapse 
over head and ears in the ftery fluid. Once — twice — we dip 
into the delidons heat, and then are led into a marble alcove, 
and seated flat apon the floor. The attendant stands behind 
uB, and we now percdve that Ms hands are encased in dark 
hair-gloves. He pounces apon an arm, which he mbs nntQ, 
like a serpent, we stongh the worn-oat skin, and resume oni 
infantile smoothness and Fairness. No man can be called clean 
until he has bathed in the East. Let him walk directly from 
his accustomed bath and self-friction with towels, to the Hank 
mam el-EhyateSn, and the attendant will exclaim, as he sbokei 



;d by Google 



TBI BATH. 168 

rat Ub huT^loves : " Frank I it is a long time dnce 701 
have bathed.'' The other arm follows, the back, the breast^ 
the legs, nntil the work in complete, and we know preciaelj how 
a horse feels after he hab been carried. 

Now the attendant tnrna two cocks at the hack <^ the 
alcove, and holding a baein alternately nnder the cold and hot 
Btreama, fioods as at first with a fiery dash, that sends a deli- 
omis warm shiver through every nerve ; then, with milder 
applications, lessening the temperature of the water by senu- 
lones, nntil, from the highest key of heat which we can bear, 
we glide raptnnmsly down the gamut until we reach the 
lowest bass of coolness. The skin has by this time attained an 
exquisite sensibility, and answers to these changes of tempera- 
tnre with thrills of the parest physical pleasure. In fact, the 
whole frame seems porged of its earthy nature and trana 
fonued into something of a finer and more delicate textnre 

After a pause, the attendant makes his appearance with a 
luge wooden bowl, a piece of soap, and a bunch of palm- 
Dbres. He squats down beside the bowl, and speedily creates 
ft mass of snowy lather, which grows np to a pyramid and 
topples over the edge. Seizing ns by the crown-tuft of hair 
upon onr shaven head, he plants the foamy bnnch of fibres full 
in oar face. The world vanishes } sight, hearing, smell, taste 
(onless we open oar month), and breathmg, are cut off; we 
have become nebulous. Althongh our eyes are shot, we seen 
to see a blank whiteness; and, feeling nothing but a soft 
fieecinesB, we doabt whether we be not the Olympian cloud 
which vidted lo. But the clond clears away before strangola- 
turn begins, and the velvety mass descends upon the body 
Twice we are thos "sloshed" from head to foot, and made 
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more slfpperf than the anointed wrestlers of the Greek games 
TheD the bamn comes agtun into play, and we glide once man 
raomcally through the scale of temperature. 

The hrown acolptor haa now nearlj completed his task. Tbt 
figore of clay which entered the bath is transfonned intc 
polished marble. He tarns the body from aide to side, and 
lifts the limbs to see whether the workmanship is adequate to 
his conception. His satisfied gaze proclaims his snccess. A 
skilfol bath'Bttendant has a certain ssthetic pleasure in his 
occtipation. The bodies he polishes become to s<mie extent 
his own workmanship, and he fbels responsible tat tikoir 
symmetry or deformity. He experiences a degree of triumph 
in contemplating a beantifbl form, which has grown more airily 
light and beautiful onder his hands. He is a great connoisseur 
et bodies, and conld pick yon out the finest specimens with as 
rea^ an eye as an artist. 

I enry those old Qreek bathers, into whose hands were 
delivered Pericles, and Alcibiades, and the perfect models (tf 
Phidias. They had daily before their eyes the highest types 
it Beauty which the world has ever produced ; for of all 
things that are beantiful, the hnman body is the crown. Now, 
since the delosion of artists has been overthrown, and we know 
that Qrecian Art is but the dmple reflex of Natnre— that the 
old masterpieces of scnlptnre were no miraculous embodiments 
of a ita% idtal, bot copies of living forms — we must admit 
that in no other age of the world has the physical Man been 
■0 perfectly developed. The nearest approach I have evot 
wen to the symmetry of ancient sculpture was am(mg tbt 
Arab tribes of Ethiopia. Onr Saxon race oaa wapffij thl 
ftthlete, bnt not tlie Apollo. 
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Oriental life ia too loll of repose, and the Ottomaa rn^ has 
become too degenerate ttiroagh indulgence, to ezhilnt manv 
striking Bpecimenfl of physical beauty. The face is ger.erally 
fine, bnt the body ia apt to be lank, and with imperfect muBcn- 
lar derelopment. The best fonna I ^w in the baths vera 
thoae of laborers, who, with a good deal of n^ed strength, 
■howed some grace and harmony c^ proportion. It may be 
receJTod as a gentral mle, that the physical development of 
the Enropean is saperior to that of the Oriental, with the 
exception of the CSrcassians and Georgians, whose beaaty well 
entitles them to the distinction of giving their name to onr 
noe. 

So fu as fbmale beaaty is concerned, the CHrcassian women 
have no Npeiiors. They have preserved in their mountain 
home the purity of the Grecian models, and still display the 
perfect phyncal loveliness, whose type has descended to na in 
the Tenns de Medici. The Frank who is addicted to waade^ 
log about the streets of Oriental dtiee can hardly fail to be 
(avored with- a sight of the foces of these beauties. Uore than 
oooe it has happened to me, in meeting a veiled lady, sailing 
al<mg in her balloon-like ferii^ee, that she has allowed the veil 
to dn^ by a skilful acddent, as she passed, and has startled 
me with the viaon of her beanty, recalling the line of the Per- 
san poet : " Astonishment 1 is this the dawn of tlie glorious 
nui, (» Is it the fall moon V The Oircaasian bee is a pure 
oval ; the forehead is low and fair, " an excellent thing in 
vanBtt," and the skin of an ivory whiteness, except the faint 
pink of the cheeks and the ripe, roseate stiun of the lips. The 
bair is daA, ^ossy, and luxuriant, exqoiritely outlined on the 
twnptos ; the throws slightly arched, and drawn with a 
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delicate pneU ; while lashes like "r&ja of darkness" ahsdc 
the large, dark, hamid orbs below them. The alabaster of the 
hca, BO pore as scarcely to show the blae branching ot the 
veiu on the temples, is lighted by tboae saperb ajea — 

" Shining ejei, like utlqae Jewels let In Parian atatoe-etOD^" 

—whose wells are so dark and deep, that yon are cheated into 
the belief that a glorious sonl looks oat of them. 

Once, hj an unforeseen chance, I beheld the Circassian form, 
in its most perfect development. I was on board an Anstrian 
fteamer in the harbor of Smyrna, when the harera of a Turk- 
ish pasha came ont in a boat to embark for Alexandria. The 
sea waa rather rongh, and nearly all the officers of the steamer 
vsre ashore. There were six vdled and swaddled women, with 
a black ennnch as gnard, in the boat, which lay tosdng tor some 
time at the fbot of the gangway ladder, before the fHghtened 
passengers could summon courage to step out. At last tht 
youngest of them — a Gircasman girl of not more than fifteen 
or [dzteen years of age— ventured upon the ladder, clasping the 
baud-rail with one hand, while with the other she held together 
the folds of her cnmbrous feri^jee. I was standing in the 
gangway, watching her, when a slight lurch of the steamer 
cansed her to loose her hold of the garment, which, &stened 
at the neck, was blown bat^ from her shoulders, learing her 
body screened but by a single robe of Ught, gau^ idlk. 
Through this, the marble whiteness of her skin, the ronndneaa, 
tbi glorious symmetry of her ibrm, flashed upon me, as a viaiQi 
of Aphrodite, seen 

"flna^ iMsnca ot ddmmerlQK water, Ilka a Ak" 
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It wu bnt ft momentarir glimpse ; yet that moment omiTiaeed 
me that fonns of Fhidlan perfection are stOl nnrtnred in tlw 
rales of CancasQB. 

The uec«Haary di^^oise of dress liides frma ne mnch of tlK 
beanty and dignity of Hnmanity. I have seen men who 
appeared heroic in the freedom of nakedness, shrink almost Into 
sbsolnte Tulgarity, when clothed. The sool not only sits at 
the windows of the eyes, and hangs npoo the gateway of the 
fipe ; she speaks as well in the hitricate, yet harmonions Unes 
iX the body, and the eTer-Tarying play of the limbs. liook at 
the tOTM of nionens, the son of Niobe, and see what an ^ony 
of terror and enpplication cries out from that headless and 
limbless tmnk I Decapitate Laocodn, and his knotted muscles 
will Btill express the same dreadful soSering and resistance. 
Ntme knew this better than the ancient scnltitorB ; and hence 
it was that we Snd many of their statues of distingnished men 
wholly or partly nndraped. Bach a view of Art wonld be 
considered transcendental now-&4ays, when our dress, onr co» 
tmnes, and onr modes of speech either ignore the existence <X 
mr bodies, or treat them with little of that rererecce which ii 
their dne. 

Bnt, while we have been thinking these thooghts, the 
tttendant has been waiting to ^ve as a final plnnge into the 
seething tank. Again we slide down to the eyes in the flnid 
heat, which wraps ns closely abont nntQ we tingle with exqoi- 
rite hot sbiveringB. Now comes the gracefol boy, with dean, 
wot, lavendered napkins, which he folds around our waist and 
nvpi softly about the head. The pattens are pat upon onr 
btt, and tiie brown arm steadies us gently through the sweat 
iiiK^ocnn and antechamber into the outer hall, where we mounl 
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to our ooQch, We smk geiitlj upon the cool linen, and tin 
bojr ooren as with a perfiimed sheet. Then, kneeling bedda 
the couch, he presBes the folds of the sheet around ns, that it 
naj absorb the lingering moisture and the limpid- penrpirati<Hi 
shed b; the departing heat. As fast aa the linen becoaiM 
damp, he replaces it with freeh, pressing the folds about ua as 
tenderly as a mother arranges the draperj of her sleqiing 
babe ; fbr we, though of the stature of a man, are now infan- 
tile in our helpless happiness. Thun he takes oar passiT« 
hand and warms its palm by the soft friction of hia own, 
after which, moving to the end of the conch, he lifts oar 
feet upon his lap, and repeats the friction npon th^ soles, 
until the blood comes back to the surface of the body with a 
miaty glow, Bke that which steeps the clouds ctf a anmnier 
afternoon. 

We hare bat one more process to undergo, and the attend- 
ant already stands at the head of oar couch. This is the 
course of passive gymnastics, which excites so much alarm and 
resistance in the Ignorant Franks. It is only resistance that 
is dangerous, completely neutralizing the eigoyment of the pn^ 
CMS. Qive yourself with a blind sabmission into the arms of 
the brown Fate, and he will lead you to new chamber* of 
delight. He lifts us to a utting postnre, places himself behind 
OS, and folds his arms oronnd our body, alternately tightening 
and relaxing his clasp, as if to test the elasticity of the riba. 
Then selling one arm, be draws it across the opposite shoulder, 
Bntn the Joint cracks like a percussion-cap. The dhcolder- 
blades, the elbows, the wrists, and the finger-j<rints are oil mada 
to fire off their mutOed ToUeys ; and then, placing «ie knai 
between our shoulders, and clasping bo*.h hands upon oar tor* 
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bead, he dravB our he&d back atiM ve feel a great map ol the 
Ttrtebral column. Nov he descends to the hipjcnnts, knee^ 
Mikles, aod feet, forcing each and all to discharge a salro A 
me. He sUght langnor left from the bath is gone, and an 
lity, delicate ezhilaratiou, beSttiug tbe willed Mercnrj, tafeet 
ha place. ' 

The boy, kneeling, preaenta as with &j(nja« of foamy coffee, 
followed bj a glass of sherbet cooled with the snows of Leba- 
non. He presently returns with a narghileh, which we smoke 
by the efforticHs inhalation of the Inngs, Thos we lie in per- 
fect lepoae, soothed by the fragrant weed, and idly watching 
the mlent Orientals, who are nndreeaing for the bath or reposing 
like ooTBelTes. Throngh the arched entrance, we see a picture 
of the bauars : a shadowy pointing of merchants seated amid 
theii silks and sinces, dotted here and there with golden dropa 
ud splashes of aonshine, which hare trickled throngh the roof. 
Ihe scene paints itself npon onr eyes, yet wakes no slightest 
Rii of thought. The brain is a becalmed sea, witboat a ripple 
oa its shores. Mind and body are drowned in delicious rest ; 
tod we no longer remember what we are. We only know that 
there Is an Existence somewhere in the ur, and that wherevn 
it ii, and whatever it may be, it is happy. 

More and more dim grows the picture. The eolora fade and 
bbtd hito each other, and finally merge into a bed of rosy 
dooda, flooded with the radiance of some nnseen son. Gentlier 
than "tited eyelids upon tired eyes," sleep lies npon onr 
Kues : a half-consdons sleep, wherein we know that we behold 
Gght and inhale fragrance. As gently, the donds disdpate 
into all, and we are bom ^ain into the world. The Batb b 
>t u end. We arise and put on onr garments, and walk torti 
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bto the satiny streets itf Damascns. But u we go hoDMiit^, 
we iaTolontarilf look down to see whether we are re^ (nod- 
ing npon the earth, wondering, perhaps, that we ihould ba 
content to do K>, when it wonld be m omj to loar Avn tlw 
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BMnmiT, TlmrtSar, Mag IT, IHl 

Am s stay of dgbt daya in Damascna, we called our men, 
Derrish and Mnstapha, again into reqaiaition, loaded oor 
mthnaiartic males, and monated our deepairing horses. There 
wen two other parties on the waj to BaaJbec — an English 
gentleman and lady, and a solitary EDglishman, so that oor 
ndtecl forces made an imposing caravan. There is always a 
autmn-honse examination, not on entering, bnt on issning from 
la Oriental city, bnt travellers can avoid it by procuring tbi 
wmpaay <rf a Consnlar Janissary as &r as the gate, Mr. 
Wood, tlu British Consul, lent ns one of hli riScen fin tlw 
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occodon, whom we foond WEuting, outside of the wall, to reoaiTC 
his private fee for the service. We moauted the long, barvvB 
hill west of the plun, and at the summit, Dei;r the tomb of a 
Moslem shekh, tamed to take a last long lock at the bowery 
plaiD, and the minarets of the dtf, glittering through the blue 
morning vapor. 

A few paces farther on the rocky road, a different sofHM 
presented itself to us. There lay, to the westward, a long 
stretch of naked yellow mountains, basking in the hot glare at 
the snn, and throagh the centre, deep down in the heart of the 
arid landscape, a winding line of living green showed the course 
of the Barrada. We followed the river, until the path reached 
an impassable got^e, which occasioned a detour of two or 
three hours. We then descended to the bed of the dell, where 
the vegetation, owing to the radiated heat &om the mountains 
and the fertilizing stimnlos of the water below, was even richer 
than on the plwn of Damascus. The trees were plethoric with 
an overplus of life. The boughs of the molherries were 
weighed down with the bnrden of the leaves ; pomegranat«a 
were in a violent eruption of blossoms ; and the fbliage ttf tin 
fig and poplar was of so deep a hue that it shone black in the 
Bun. 

Passing through a gateway of rock, so narrow that we woe 
often obliged to ride in the bed of the stream, we reached a 
little meadow, beyond which was a small hamlet, almost hiddm 
in the leaves. Here the mountains again approached each 
other, and from the side of that on the right hand, the main 
body of the Barrada, or Pharpar, gushed forth in one fnS 
■tream. The fountain is nearly doable the volnme of that at 
the Jwdan at Banias, and much more beautiful Tb» foond*- 
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iam of an andent bnOdiiig, probably a temple, orerfaang it, 
and tan poplan and STcamores cover it with impenetnUp 
■bade. From the low apertnn, where it bursts into the light, 
hs waters, white with foam, bonad away flashing ia the cbanot 
rajB of sniiBhiiie, natil thcj are lost to sight in the dense, dark 
Mioge. We sat an hoar on the mined waHa, listening to the 
roar and mah of the flood, and enjoying the shade of the wal- 
nnts and sycamores. Soon after leaving, onr path crossed a 
smaU stream, which comes down to the Barrada from the npper 
valleys of the Anti-LebaDon, and entered a wild pass, faced 
with cliffs of perpendicolar rock. An old bridge, of one arch, 
spiumed the chasm, ont of which we dimbed to a tract of hi^ 
meadow land. In the pass there were some fragments of 
ancient ctdmnns, traces of an aqnednct, and inscriptions on the 
rocks, among which Mr. H. fomid the name of Antonlnns 
He place is not mentioned in any book of trarel I have seen, as 
it is not on the nsaal rood from Damascus to Baalbec 

As we were emerging from the pass, we saw a company at 
hrelvc armed men seated in the grass, near the road^de. 
They wer« wild-looking characters, and eyed ns somewhat 
iborply as we passed. We greeted them with the nsoal 
"salaam aleikoom I" which they did not retnm. The Siune 
trenii^, as we encamped at the village of Zebdeni, abont three 
hoars farther np the valley, we were startled by a great ncto 
ud ontcry, with the firing of pistols. It happened, as we 
learned on inqniring the cause of all this confnsion, that th« 
nen we saw in the pass were rebel Druses, who were then 
^^ng in wait for the Shekh of Zebdem, whom, with his wm, 
tbey had takes dative soon after we passed. The news bad 
bj soma means b. ni conveyed to the village, and a oanqxtr; 
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of ibont two hindred persons was then marctaing oat to the 
reacse. The noise thej made vras probably to g^ve the Drasea 
intimation of their coming, and thoe iroid a fight. I do not 
believe that any of the monntaineers of Lebanon wonid vrill- 
inglj take part agEunst the Dnuee, who, in fact, an not 
fighting so much against the institntioo of the conscriptitHi 
law, as ita abnse. The law ord^us that the conscript shall 
serve for fire years ; bnt since its establishment, aa I hare 
bees informed, there has not been a nngle instance of di»- 
charge. It amoonts, therefore, to lifelong serritnde, and thers 
is little wonder that these independent sons of the monntains, 
u well as the tribes inhabiting the Syrian Desert, shoald rebel 
rsther than sabmit. 

The next day, we crossed a pass in the Anti-Lebanon beyond 
Zebdeni, descended a beaatifol valley on the western side, 
onder a ridge which was still dotted with patches of snow, 
and after travelling for some honrs over a wide, barren height, 
the last of the range, saw below as the plain of Baalbec. The 
grand ridge ol Lebanon opposite, crowned with glittering 
fields of snow, shone ont clearly throngh the pnre air, and the 
hoary head of Hermon, far in the sooth, lost something of its 
grandenr by the comparison. Though there is a " divide," at 
watershed, between Hnsbeiya, at the fMt of Monnt Hennon, 
and Baalbec, whose springs join the Orontes, which fiowi 
northward to Antioch, the great natural separation of the two 
chains continues unbroken to the Gnlf of Akaba, m the Bed 
Bea. A little beyond Baalbec, the Anti-Lebanon terminatoo, 
linking into the Syrian plain, while the Lebanon, though iti 
name and general features are lost, about twenty miles ftirthei 
CO the nmrtb is succeeded by other ranges, which, thongl 



;d by Google 



TBI oniOlT or HASHXISB DIPim. \S9 

broken At Interrals, form a regnlar series, connectltiK wfth tha 
Ihonifl, in Asia Minor. 

On learing DamsscDS, the Demon of Hasheeeli itill main 
Coined a partial control over me. I woe weak in bodj and at 
times confnsed in m; perceptions, wandering away l^m the 
fcenes abont me to some nnknown sphere beyond the moon. 
Bat the healing balm of mj sleep at Zebdeni, and the pnrity 
of the morning lur among the moantuns, ccmipleted my core 
As I rode along the ralley, with the towering, anow-eprinkled 
Tidge of the Anti-Lebanon on my right, a clondlesa hearen 
abore my bead, and meads enamelled with the asphodel and 
Bcwlet anemone stretching before me, I felt that the last 
shadow had rolled away &om my brain. My mind was now as 
clear as that sky — ^mj heart as free and joyfhl as the elastic 
■aoniing air. The san never shone so brightly to my eyes ; 
the &ir fbrms of Nature were never penetrated with so perfect 
a 8[nrit of beanty. I was again master of myself, and the 
worid glowed as if new-created in the light of my joy and gra- 
titade. I thanked God, who had led me out of a darkness 
more terrible ih&n that of the Talley of the Shadow of Death, 
and while my feet strayed among the flowery meadows of Ijeba- 
Don, my heart walked on the Delectable Hills of His Mercy, 

By the middle of the afternoon, we reached Baalbec The 
tfiitant view of the temple, on descending the last slope of the 
Auti-Lebanon, is not calculated to raise one's expectations. 
On the green p]ain. at the foot of the mountain, yon see a large 
qosre platfbrm of masonry, upon which stand six columns, the 
ho^ of the temple, and a quantity of mined w^. As ■ 
ftatnre in the landscape, it has a fine effect, bat yon find yosp 
Hlf pnmonndng the speedy judgment, that " Baalbec, withont 
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Lebawm, wcrald be rather a poor ahow." Having come ta 
Uiia concliuiog, yon ride down the hill with comfortaUe ftd- 
ingB of indUTorencQ. There are a number of qnarriefl on the 
left hand ; 70a glance at them with an ezpressioD which mtitlj 
sajs : "Ah I I ani^tose thef got the stones here," and m joa 
sannter on, cross a little stream that flows down from tint 
modem village, paaa a mill, retam the stare of the qna&it 
Arab miller who comes to the door to see yon, and jroar harm 
Ib climbing a difBcnlt path among the broken colnmns and 
fiiezes, before yon think it worth while to lift yonr eyes to tha 
pile above yon. Xow re-aaaert yonr judgment, if yon dare 1 
!niiB is Baalbec : what hare yon to say T Nothing ; bnt yoi 
amaeedly meaanre the torsos of great colamns which lie piled 
across one another in magnificent wreck ; vast pieces which 
have dropped from the entablature, beautiful Corinthian caju- 
tals, bereft of the lost graceful cnrves of their acaatbus leaves; 
and blocks whose edges are so vom away that they resemble 
enormous natural boulders left by the Deluge, till at last yon 
look up to the six gloriong pillars, towering nigh a hondred feet 
above your head, and there is a sensation in your brain whidi 
would be a shout, if yon could give it utterance, at fanltlesa 
symmetry and majesty, such as no conception of yoora and no 
other creation of art, can surpass. 

I know of uottiing so beautifol in all remains of ancient Art 
as these six eolnmns, except the colonnade of the Meranoninm, 
at Thebei, vhich is of mnch smallor proportions. From every 
poaition, and with all lights of the day or night, tiiey an 
equally perfect, and carry yonr eyes continually away fimn the 
peristyle of the smaller temple, which is bettw preserved, a/ai 
fron the exqniaite architecture of the outer conrts and pav> 
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Sana. ^Hie two temples of Boalbec stand on an artUlcial {dafr 
Ems of masonTf , a thoasand feet in lengtb, and from fifteen ta 
thirty feet (according to the depreanoa of the soil) in height 
The lai;ger one, which ia snppoeed to have been a Pauthem, 
occnpiee the whole length of ttiis platform. The entrance wu 
at the noiili, hj a grand flight of steps, now broken awaj, 
between two loftj and elegtmt payilions which are still nearly 
entire. Then followed a spadone hexagonal conrt, and three 
grand haHs, parts of wtiich, with niches for statnes, adorned 
with cornices and pediments of elaborate design, still remair 
entire to the roof. This maguiflcent series of chambers was 
tmninated at the soothem extremity of the platform by the 
main temple, which bad ori^oally twenty colnmns on a wde^ 
nmilar to the six now standing. 

The Temple of the Son stands on a smaller and lower plat- 
form, which appears to have been sabseqaently added to the 
^eater one. The cella, or body of the temple, is complete 
except the roof, and of the colonnade snrronnding it, nearly 
one-half of its pillara are still standing, npholding the fHeze, 
entablature, and cornice, which altogether ft>rm probably the 
most ornate specimen of the Corinthian order of architectare 
DOW extant. Only fonr pillars of the superb portico remain, 
and the Saracens have nearly mined these by building a sort 
of watch-tower npon the architrare. The same nnscrapoloai 
race completely shut up the portal of the temple with a blank 
W^ formed of the fragments they had hurled down, and one 
la obl^ed to creep throngh a narrow hole in order to reach 
the interior. Here the ori^nal doorway fa^es yuu — and I 
know not how to describe the wonderful design of its elaborate 
■ctdptnred mouldings and comjces. The genins of Oreek art 
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Beems to have exhaoBted itaelf in inrentiag oruameDts, whivh, 
while the; shonld heighten the goigeons effect of the woric, 
mnat ^et harmoDize with the grand deeign of the temple. The 
enonnotiB kefBtone orer the entrance has slipped down, na 
doubt from the shock of an earthqnake, and hangs within six 
inchee of the bottom of the two blocks which aphold it on 
either side. When it falla, the whole entablature of the porta! 
will be destrojed. On its lower side is an eagle with ontapread 
wings, and on the side^tODes a genius with garlands of flowers, 
ezqaisitel; sculptured in baa relief. Hidden among the wreaths 
of Tines which adorn the jambs ore the laughing heads of 
bans. This portal was a continual study to me, erer; visit 
revealing new refinements of wnament, which I had not before 
observed. The iaterior of the temple, with its rich Corinthian 
pSasters, its mches for statnea, surmounted by pediments ot 
elegant design, and its elaborate cornice, needs little aid of the 
tmafpnation to restore it to its original perfection. Like that 
of Dendera, in Egypt, the Temple of the Sun leaves upon the 
mind an impression of completeness which makes you forget 
for grander remains. 

Bnt the most wonderful thing at Baalbec is the fbnndatim 
platform npon which the temples stand. Even the colosstd 
fabrics of Ancient Egypt dwindle before this snperhnman 
masonry. The platform itself, 1,000 feet long, and averaging 
twenty feet In height, suggests a vast mass of stones, bnt wheo 
you come to examine the single blocks of which it is compoaed, 
joi are crashed with their incredible bulk. On the veaten 
riide Is a row ot eleven foandation stones, each of which is 
thirty-two feet in length, twelve io height, and ten in thickness 
forming a wall three hundred and fifty-two feet long I But 
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vttDe yon are waJking on, thinUiig w the art woich cut and 
raised these enormooB blocb, yon torn the soatJiem comer and 
emnfl upon tkrte «toneB, the united length of which is one iw^ 
ind and agMy-xtxn fed — two of them being ^tj-two and 
the other sUty-three feet in length I Tliere they are, cnt with 
fanltlesa exactness, and so smoothly Joined to each other, that 
yon cannot force a cambric needle into the crevice. There is one 
}dnt BO perfect that it can only be discerned by the minutest 
<Barch ; it is not eren so perceptible as the junction of two 
pieces of paper which have been pasted together. Id the qaany, 
tliere still lies a finished block, ready for transportaHon, wMch 
is Bixty-BeTen feet in length. The weight of one of these massea 
has been reckoned at near 9,000 tons, yet they do not form the 
base of the foundation, but are raised npon other courses, fifteen 
feet from the groond. It is considered by Bome antiquarians 
that they are of a date greatly anterior to that of the temples, 
and were intended as the basement of a different edifice. 

In the Tillage of Baalbec there is a small circniar Corinthian 
temple of very elegant demgn. It is not more than thirty feet 
b diameter, and may have been intended as a tomb. A sp^ 
etons mosque, now roofless and deserted, was constructed almost 
entirely ont of the remains of the temples. A^'oining the 
court-yard and fountain are five rows of ancient pillars, forty 
(the sacred number) in all, supporting light Saracenic arches. 
Some of them are marble, with Corinthian capitals, and eighteen 
are single shafts of red Egyptian granite. Beside the fountain 
lies a small broken pillar of porphyry, of a dark violet hne^ 
and of so fine a grain that the stone has the soft rich instn 
of Telret. This fragment is the only thing I wonld eattj mnj 
If I had the power. 

8 
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After « da;*! Kjoorn, we left Boalbec at noon, and todc Uh 
road for the Cedars, which lie oq the other side of Lebanon, in 
the direction of IMpoIi, Our English fellow-trarellers chose 
the direct road to Beyroat. We crossed the plain in threa 
hoars, to the village of Dajr el-Ahmar, and then commenced 
ascending the lowest slopes of the great range, whose topmOst 
ridge, a dazzling parapet of snow, rose high abore ns. F« 
several hoora, oar path led np and down stony ridges, covered 
with thickets of oak and holly, and with wild cherry, pear, and 
olive^rees. Jost as the sun threw the shadows of the highest 
Lebanon over as, we came apon a narrow, rocky glen at hifi 
very base. Streams that still kept the color and the coolness 
<rf the snow-fields &om which they oozed, foamed over the 
stones into the chasm at the bottooL The glen descended 
into a monntiun basin, in which lay the lake of Temonni, ^d 
and green onder the evening shadows. Bnt Jost opposite as, 
on a little shelf of soil, there was a mde mill, and a group of 
aaperb wabiut-trees, overhanging the brink of the largest tar- 
teat. We had sent oar ba^age before as, and the men, with 
an eye to the pictnreaqoe which I should not have snapected 
in Arabs, had pitched onr tents under those trees, where the 
stream ponred its snow-cold beakers beside na, and the tent- 
door looked down on the plain of Baalbec and across to the 
Anti-Lebanon. The miller and two or three peasants, who 
were living in this lonely spot, were Christians. 

Ttte next morning we commenced ascending the Lebanon 
We hod slept just below the snow-Ilne, for the long hoDowi 
with wluch the ridge is cloven were filled np to within a short 
iiatance of the glen, oat of which we came. The path waa 
very steep, continually ascending now around the barrec 
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dioalder of the moantak, noir up some nvine, when Uw hollj 
ud c&JB itlll flonriahed, aod the wild rhnbarb^Iaot ipreod if 
krgs, niccDlent learea OTer the boQ. We had taken a {piide, 
the daj hetan, at the village of Dajr el-Ahmar, bat as the 
wa/ WM jAaiR before us, and he demanded an exorbitant mm, 
ire diamiBsed him. We had not climbed br, howeTer, before 
he retnmed, profeeaing to be content with whatever we might 
gire hhn, and took us into another road, the first, he eud, 
being impracticable. Up and np we ttnled, and the long 
hdlowe of Bnow hy below ub, and the wind came cold from the 
topmost peaks, which began to show near at band. Bnt now 
the road, aa we had eannised, turned towards that we had first 
taken, and on reaching the next h^ht we saw the Utter at a 
ihort distance from ns. It was not only a better, bnt a shmter 
road, the rascal of a goide having led as oat of it in order to 
give the greater effect to his aervicee. In order to retam to 
it, as was neceeaarj, there vrere several dangerons anow-fieldg 
to be passed. The angle of their descent was so great that a 
dagle false step wonld hare hurled onr animals, baggage and 
■n, many hundred feet below. The snow was melting, and the 
cmst frozen over the streams below was so thin in places that 
the animals broke through and sank to their bdlies. 

It were needless to state the number and character of the 
inathemas bestowed npon the guide. The impassive Dervish 
raved ; Mnstapha stonned ; Francois broke out in a frightfol 
emption of Oreek and Turkish oaths, and the two travellers, 
though not (as I hope and believe) profanely inclined, couln 
not avoid naing a few terse Sason expressions. When the 
general in^gnation had found vent, the men went to work, and 
bj taking each animal separately, succeeded, at Imminent 
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basard, io getting tbem all over the snow. Wo thea di§iiuB8ed 
the goide, who, far from being abashed by the discOTery ot lui 
trickery, bod the impudence to follow ns for some time, clain^ 
bg tm pay. A few more steep polls, over deep beds of snow 
and patches sf barren stone, aod at length the snmmit ridge— 
a sharp, white wall, shining i^inst the intense black-bine of 
the zenith — stood before ns. We climbed a toilsome ng-zag 
through the enow, harried over the stones cnmbering the top, 
and all at once the monntadns fell away, ridge below ridgc^ 
gashed with tremendons chasms, whose bottoms were loat in 
bine rapor, till the last heights, crowned with white Maronite 
Gonrents, bnng above the sea, whose misty ronnd bonnded the 
?ision. I hare seen many grander monntain riews, bat few M 
sablimely ragged and broken in their restores. The sides of 
the ridges dropped off in all directions into gheer precipices, 
and the few villages we conld see were bailt like eagles' nests 
on the brinks. In a little hollow at oar feet was the sacred 
Forest of Cedars, appearing like a patch of stanted janipen. 
It is the highest speck of vegetation on Lebanon, and in winter 
cannot be visited, on accoant of the snow. The sommit on 
which we stood was about nine thooaand feet above the sei^ 
bat there were peaka on each aide at least a thonsand feet 
high«. 

We descended fay a very steep path, over occasional beds of 
■now, and reached the Cedars in an hour and a hall Hot 
nntil we were within a hnndred yards of the trees, and bdow 
(heir level, was I at all impressed with their size and venera- 
hie aspect. Bat, once entered into the heart of the Bttlt 
wood, walking over its mioiatore hills and vallE^a, and tveath- 
Ing the pore, balsamic exhalations of the trees, all tiw Satp 



vj by Google 



THE OBDAXa OF IXBAMOIT. 118 

pointmeut risiag to mj mind wu charmed awa; In an InitMit 
Tfaere are abont three hnodred trees, io all, many of which art 
of the last century's growth, bat at least fifty of them would 
be c<Huidered grand iu any forest. The patriarchs are five in 
nnmber, an'* are undoabtedlj as old as the Christian Era, f 
not the Age of Solomon. The cypresses in the Qarden of 
Hontezoma, at Ghapoltepec, are even older and grander treee^ 
bat they are as entire and shapely as ever, whereas these are 
gtaxltd and twisted into wonderfol forms by the storms of 
twenty centuries, and shivered in some places by lightning. 
The hoary father of them all, nine feet in diameter, stands in 
the centre of the grove, on a little knoll, and spreads his poi^ 
deroQB arms, each a tree in itself, over the heads of the many 
generations that have grown np below, as if ^ving his last 
benediction before decay. He is scarred less with storm and 
lightning, than with the knives of travellers, and the marble 
cr^ of Lebanon do not more firmly retain their inscriptions 
tiian his stony trunk. Dates of the last centary are abnndant, 
ud I recollect a tablet inscribed: "Souard, 16T0," around 
which the newer wood has grown to the be^ht of three or fonr 
inches. The seclusion of the grove, shnt in by peaks of barren 
now, is complete. Only the voice of the nightingale, sin^ng 
here by daylight in the solemn shadows, breaks the silence. 
IRie Maroaite monk, who has charge of a little stone chapel 
itandiug in the midst, moves abont like a shade, and, not before 
fou are ready to leave, brings bis book for you to register yonr 
name therein. I was snrprised to find how few of the crowd 
that auuually overran Syria reach the Oedars, which, after 
Baalbec, an the fiueat remains of antiqui^ in the whole 
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After a itay of three bonn, we rods on to Eden, whither out 
men had already gone with the bag^^age. Our road led along 
the brink of a tremeodoos gorge, a thousand feet deep, the 
bottom of which waa only accessible here and there b; hazard- 
ooB foot-paths. On either side, a long shelf of caltivated lam] 
■Iqwd down to the top, and the mountain streams, after watra* 
tng a mnltitnde of orchards and gnun-fields, tmnbled orer the 
difls in long, sparkling cascades, to J<Hn the roaring flood 
below. This is the ChrisUan region of Lebanon, inhabited 
almost wholly bj Maronites, who still retain a portion (tf thdr 
former independence, and are the most thrifty, indnstriona, 
honeat, and happy people in Syria. Heir villages are not con- 
erete masses of pictnresqae filth, as are those of the Moslems, 
biri. are loosely scattered among orchards of mnlberry, poplar 
and rine, washed by fresh rills, and hare an air of comparatiT*! 
neatness and comfort. Each has its two or three chapels, 
with their little belfries, which toll the boors of prayer. Sad 
and poetic as is the call fh)m the minaret, it never touched me 
as when I beard the sweet tongnes of those ChrisUan bells, 
chiming vespers far and near on the sides of Lebanon. 

Eden merits its name. It is a moont^n paradise, inhabited 
by people so kind and simple-hearted, that assuredly no venge- 
hi angel will ever drive them ont with his flaming sword. It 
hangs above the gorge, which is uere nearly two tiionsand feet 
deep, and overlooks a grand wilderness of monntun-pilee; 
crowded on and over each other, from the sea tliat gleamg 
below, to the topmost b^hto that keep off the icoming sun. 
The booses are all built of hewn stone, and grouped in clnsten 
under the shade of large walnut-trees. In walking anoag 
tbem, we received kind greetings everywhere, and eiery oat 



;d by Google 



AH AiTiKHooir DT mnt. ITS 

vbo Tu seated n»e and nmaJned itsndiiig u m pUMd 
ne womeD are beantifiil, wltli sprightly, inteUigent faces, qidte 
dUferent from the stupid Mahometan fbmales. 

The chfldren were cbanmng creatures, and some ot the pzit 
of ten or tweire yean were lorel^ as angels. The^ came 
timidlf to our tent (which the men had pitched aa before, 
mtder two superb trees, beside a ronntatn), and offered as roset 
and branches of fragrant white Jasmine. The; expected some 
retnrn, of course, but did not ask it, and the delicate gract 
with which the offering was made was beTond all pa;. It was 
Snndaj, and the men and boys, haring nothing better to do, all 
came to see and talk with as. I shall not soon forget the circQt 
of ga; and langhing villagers, in which we sat that evening, 
while the dark purple shadows gradual!; filled np the gorge*, 
and broad golden lights poured orer the shoulders of the hills. 
Tba men had much sport in indudng the smaller boys to come 
up and salute us. There was one whom thej called "the 
Consul," who eluded tiiem for some time, but was finally caaght 
and placed in the ring before ub. "Peace be with fon, 
Ctmsol,'' I s^d, making him a profound inclinatlou, " maj jonr 
dajrs be {wopitious I may your shadow be incieased I" but I 
then saw, from the vacant ezpreaaion on the boy's face, that be 
ns one of those harmless, witless creatures, whom yet one 
cannot quite call idiots. " He is an unfortunate ; he knows 
Dothing ; he has no protector but G-od," said the men, crossing 
themselves devoutly. The boy took off hia cap, crept np and 
kissed my band, as I gave him some money, which he no sooner 
grasped, than he sprang up like a startled gaselle, and was ont 
d sight in an instant. 

Ii deeeending tnm Eden to the sesroowt, «• TBI* olAged 
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to cross the great gorge of which I apoke. Further down. Ha 
■ides are less steep, and clothed even to the rery bottom wttt 
magnificent orchards of molberry, fig, olive, orange, and patB» 
granate trees. We were three hoors in reaching the oppoaitf 
side, although the breadth across the top is not more than • 
mile. The path was excee^ngly perilous ; we walked down, 
leading oar horses, and once were obliged to nnload our 
mnles to get them past a tree, which wonld have forced 
them ofT the brink of a chasm several hundred fbet deep. 
The view from the bottom was wonderful. We were sbat 
In bj steeps of (blii^ and blossoms from two to thres 
thousand feet h^h, broken bj crags of white marble, and 
towering almost precipitonslj to the verT- clouds. I donbt If 
Melville saw anything grander in the tropical gorges of 
Typee. After reaching the other side, we had still a jotmiey 
of eight hours to the sea, throogh a wild and broken, jet 
h^bly cultivated country, 

Beyrout was now thirteen hours distant, bnt by making a 
forced march we reached it in a day, travelling along tbe 
shore, past the towns of Jebeil, the ancient Byblos, and 
Joonieh. The hilig about Jebeil produce the celebrated 
tobacco known in Egypt as the J^idtt, or " mountain " tobacot^ 
which is even superior to the Latakiyeh. 

Near Beyront, the mulberry and olive are in the ascendant. 
The latter tree bears the finest fruit in aU the Lerant, 
and might drive all other oils out of the market, if 
any one had enterprise enongh to erect proper manofso 
tories. Instead of this the oil of the country is badly 
prepared, rancid from the skins in which it is kqit, and ths 
vmlthy natives import from France and Italy in prcAreooe tl 
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osing it. Id the bottoms near the sea, I aaw several fielda of 
the taro-plant, the cultivation of which I had supposed was 
fliclBBively confined to the Islands of the Pacific. There 
wonld be no end t« the wealth of Syria were the country 

in proper hands. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 



PIPES AND GOFPEB. 



Thuislllha [nipe'i bcwildcriDg Juke." Lomu. 

(r painting the picture of an Oriental, the pipe and the eotfe» 
enp tat in^Bpeosable accesBoriea. There is scarce a TaA, or 
Arab, or Fwdan — anloBB be be a Derrish of pecnliar sanctitj— 
bat breathes bie duly incense to tbe milder Baccbna of the 
moderofl. The cnstom has become so thoronghly naturalized 
in the Eaet, that we are apt to forget its comparadvelj recent 
introduction, and to wonder that no mentioL is made of the 
pipe ID the Arabian Nights. The practice of smoking harmo- 
nizes so thOFOngbly with the character of Oriental life, that it 
is difScnlt fnns to Imag^e a time when it ncTer existed. It 
has become a part of that snpreme patience, that wwderfol 
repose, which forms so strong a contrast to the over-actire lifs 
of the New World — the enjoyment of which no one can taste, 
to whom the pipe is not familiar. Howl, ye Reformers ] bat I 
solemnly declare unto yon, that he who trarels throngh tbi 
Bast withont smoking, does not know the East. 
It Is strange that oar Continent, where the meanii^ of BmI 
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is aoknovn, shonld hav« giren to the world thia great agent o( 
Rest There is nothing more remarkable in history than titt 
colonization of Tobacco OTer the whole Earth. Not three 
ceDtnrieg hare elapsed since knightly Balelgh pnlTed its fiimei 
iuto the astonished ejes of Spenser and Shakspeare ; and now, 
find me any owner of the world, from Nova Zembla to the 
Uonntaina of the Moon, where the nse of the plant is unknown I 
Targliish (if India was Tarshish) is less distingnlshed by its 
"apes, ivory, and peacocks," than by its hookahs ; the Talleyi 
of Ldzod, beyond Teraate and ^Hdore, send ns more cheroota 
than apices ; the Gardens of Sbiraz prodnce more Telrety 
Itomhtk than roses, and the only fonntuns which bnbble ia 
Samnrcand are those of the nai^bilebs : Lebanon is no longer 
"excellent with the Oedaia," as in the days of Solomon, bat 
most excellent with its fields of Jebelee and Latakiyeh, On 
the nnTisited plains of Central AMca, the table-lands of Tai^ 
tory, and in the volleys of Japan, the wonderfid plant has fonnd 
a home. The naked negro, " pantiiig at the Line," inhales It 
Dnder the palms, and the Lapp and Samoyed on the shoree of 
the Frown Sea. 

It is idle for those who olject to the use of Tobacco to 
■ttribnte these phenomena wholly to a perrerted taste. The 
fact that the costom was st ouce adopted by all the races of 
men, whatever their geographical position and degree of dvilir 
lation, proves that there mnst be a reason for it in the physical 
sonstitntian of man. Its effect, when habitually used, is 
ttightly narcotic and sedative, not atimnlating — or if so, at 
times, it stimulates only the ima^nation and the social facnt 
ties. It IdUs to sleep the combative and destmctire propen^ 
ties, and hence — so far as a material agent may <q)erate--it 



;d by Google 



180 THt UKM OF TSE SAIUOB*. 

exercises a homanmug aod refining inBnence. A pn^rand 
■indent of Man, whose name is well known to the world, onoe 
informed me that he saw in the eagerness with which sat age 
tribes adopt the nse of Tobacco, a Bpontaneons movement of 
Nature towards CiTilization, 

I will not pnrsae these speculations further, for Qie nai^ileb 
(bubbling softly at my elbow, as I write) is the promoter of 
repose and the begetter of ^;reeable rererie. As I inhale its 
cool, fragrant breath, and partly yield myself to the sensation 
of healthy rest which wraps my limbs as with a velvet mantk, 
I marvel how the poets and artiste and scholars of olden times 
nnraed those dreams wMch the world calls indolence, bnt which 
are the seeds that germinate into great achievements. How did 
Plato philosophize without the pipe ? How did gray Homer, 
Bitting on the temple^teps in the Oreclan twilights, driv« 
from his heart the bitterness of beggsry and blindness f How 
did Phidias charm the Cerberus of his animal nature to sleep, 
while his sonl entered the Elysian Fields and beheld the forma 
of heroes ? For, in the higher world of Art, Body and Sonl 
are sworn enemies, and the pipe holds an opi&te more pot«nt 
than all the drowsy symps of the East, to dmg the fbrmer 
into snbmiBsion. Milton knew this, as he smoked his evening 
pipe at Chalfiint, wandering, the vbile, among the pslms of 
Paradise. 

Bat it is also onr loss, that Tobacco was nnknown to tht 
Greeks. They woold else have ^ven us, in verse and in mar- 
ble, another divinity in their glorions Pantheon — a god lem 
drowsy than Morpheas and Somnna, less riotous than Baodin^ 
le«« radioct than Apollo, bat with somethmg of the apait ti 
9uA : m fignn, beaatifdl with yoath, every mmde in perfect 
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repose, and the TBgae expression of dreams in hia hair-clogecl 
■yee. His temple woald hare been built in a grove of Soath- 
ern pbes, on the borders of a land-locked galf, Bheltered from 
tbe Bargee that bnffet witboat, where service would have been 
rendered him in the late hoars of the afternoon, or in the cven- 
iog twilight. From his oracnlar tripod words of wisdom would 
hftve been spoken, and the fanes of Delphi and Dodona wonid 
have been deserted for his. 

Oh, non-smoking friends, who read these lines with pain and 
iDcredality — and yon, ladies, who tarn pale at the thonght of a 
pipe — let me tell yon that yon are familiar only with the vol- 
gar form of tobacco, and have nerer passed between the wind 
ud its gentility. The word conreys no idea to yon bnt that 
of "long nines," and pig-tail, and cavendish. Forget these for 
a moment, and look upon tbis dark-brown cake of dried leaves 
and blossoms, which exhales an odor of pressed flowers. These 
are the tender tops of the Jebda, plucked as the buds begin to 
expand, and carefolly dried in the shade. In order to be used, 
it is moistened with rose-scented water, and cut to the necea- 
lary degree of fineness. The test of true Jebelee is, that it 
bnms with a slow, hidden fire, like tinder, and causes no irrita- 
tion to the eye when beld under it. The smoke, drawn throngL 
a long cherry-stick pipe and amber month-piece, ia pore, cool, 
and sweet, with an aromatic flaror, which is very pleasant in 
the month. It excites no salivation, and leaves behind it nc 
lapleaeant, stale odor. 

The narghileh (still bubbling beside me) is an institntioo 
(Down only io the East. It requires a peculiar kind of 
tobacco, which grows to perfection in the southern provincei 
rf Persia Tbe smoke, after passing through wat^ (row 
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flftirored, if 70a choose), is inhaled through a long, dentde 
tube directly into the Inngs. It occasions not the slightest 
irritation or oppreasioa, but in & few minntes prodnces a 
(lelicions sense of rest, which ia felt even in the finger-snda. 
The pnre physical sensation of rest is odb of strength also, aod 
of perfect contentment. Many an impatient thought, manj an 
ao^j word, hare I avinded by a resort to the pipe. Among 
cur abo^ines the pipe was the emblem of Peace, and I 
strongly recommend the Peace Society to print their tracti 
upon papers of smoking tobacco (Tarkish, if possible), and 
distribnte pipes with them. 

I know of nothing more reAreshing, aftra the fotigoe of a long 
day's joaruey, than a well-prepared narghileh. That sli^t 
feverish and excitable feeling which is the result of latigne 
yields at once to its potency. The blood loses its heat and the 
polae its rapidity ; the muscles relax, the nerres are soothed 
into qniet, and the frame passes into a condition sunilar to 
Bleep, except that the mind is awake and actire. By the time 
one has finished his pipe, he is re&eshed for the remainder of 
the day, and his nightly sleep is sonnd and healthy. Snch are 
some of the physical effects of the pipe, in Eastern lands. 
Morally and psycholo^cally, it worlcs still greater transfbrma- 
tioDS } bat to describe them now, with the mouth-piece at my 
lips, would require an active self-cooBdonsness which the halHt 
does not allow. 

A servant enters with a steamy cnp of coffee, seated in a 
silver zerf, or cop-holder. His thnmb and fore-finger are 
dasped firmly npon the bottom of the serf, whicli I indoaa 
near the top with my own thnmb and finger, so that the trus 
(er is accomplisheil without hie hand having tooclied ndDe. 
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d.ft«r dnuning the thick brcwn liquid, which mcgt bt Jontt 
iritb due deliberataon and a paose of aatisfoction between each 
■ip, I return the zerf, holding it in the middle, while the atteit 
iiiai places a palm of each hand npon the top and bottom and 
carries it ofT without contact. The beverage is made of the 
berries of Mocha, al^htly roasted, polverized in a mortar, and 
beatcd to a foam, withoat the addition of cream or sugar. 
Sometimes, however, it is flavored with the extract of roses or 
riolets. When skilfolly made, each cnp is prepared separately, 
and the quantity of water and coffee carefollj measared. 

Coffee is a trne child of the East, and its or^^al home wai 
among the bills of Yemen, the Arabia Felix of the ancients. 
Fortmiately for Mnesnlmen, its use was unknown in the days 
of Mahomet, or it would probably have fallen nnder the same 
prohibition as wine. The word Eahwth (whence eafi) is an 
old Arabic term for wine. The discovery of the propertira ol 
toffee ia attributed to a dervish, who, for some misdemeanor, 
was carried into the monntains of Yemen by his brethren and 
there left to perish by starvation. In order to appease the 
pangs of hanger he gathered the ripe berries from the wild 
coffee-trees, roasted and ate them. The uonrishment they con- 
tained, with water from the springs, sustained his life, and aftei 
two or three months he returned in good condition to hii 
brethren, who considered his preservation as a miracle, and 
!ver afterwards looked npon him as a pattern of holiness. He 
^nght the nse of the miracolons &nit, and the demand for it 
Kxm became so great as to render the cultivation of the tree 
necessary. It was a long time, however, before coflte wat 
introdnced into Enrope. As late as the be^nning of the 
nrenteenth century, Sandys, the quaint (dd traveller, dMcnba 
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the appeanmce and taste of the beverage, which he caDi 
" Cofh," and shgelj asks : " Wh^ not that block broth vhid 
the LacedemoDiaDt used V 

On acoonnt of the excellence of the material, and the akilfiil 
manner of its preparation, the Coffee of the East ia the finest 
in the world. I hare foond it so grateful and refreshing a 
drink, that I can readily pardon the pleasant ex^geration of 
the Arabic poet, Abd-el Kader Anazari Djezeri Hanbali, the 
■on of Mahomet, who thus celebrates ita Tirtnea. After snch 
an exalted eulogy, mj own pnusea would sound dnll and tame ; 
aad I therefore reanme my pipe, commending Abd-el Kader to 
the reader. 

" OoSee 1 thoa dispellest the cares of the great ; thoo 
bringest back those who wander Arom the paths of knowledge 
Coffee ia the bererage of the people of Qod, and the cordial 
of his Bervants who thirst for wisdom. When coffee is infosed 
into the bowl, it eshalea the odor of mnsk, and is of the color 
ti ink. The trntb is not known except to the wise, who drink 
It from the foaming coffee-cup. God has deprived fools of 
ooflbe, who, with InTindble obstinacy, condemn it as injurious. 

" Coffee is oor gold ; and in the place of its libations we are 
in the ei^oyment of the best and noblest society. CoSbe is 
eren as innocent a drink as the parest milk, from which it ia 
distingnished only by it« color. Tarry with thy coffee in the 
place of its preparation, and tiie good Qod will hover ant 
thee and participate in his feast. There the graces of tht 
saloon, the luxury of bfe, the somety of &ieadt, all furnish • 
picture of the abode of happiness. 

" Every care Tanishes when the cup-bearer presents the delk 
doss chalice. It will circulate fleetlj through tuy \tiiaa, and 
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frOI not nuiUe there : if thou donbtest this, eoQtam{date tbt 
foath and besntj of those who drink it. Orief cannot e^st 
-where it growB ; Borrow hnmbles itself in obedience heton iti 
powers. 

" Coffee is the drink of Ood's people ; in it Is heaJth Let 
this be the answer to those who doabt its qualities. In it we 
will drown our adrerrities, and in its fire consume our sorrows 
Whoerer has once seen the blissfnl chalice, will scorn the wine- 
cop. GIoriooB drink I thy color is the sea! of pnrity, aad 
feaaon prodaima it genuine. Drink with confidenoe, and ttgui 
mrt the prattle (tf fools, who condemn withont foaodattoQ." 
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OHAFTEB XIV. 

rOtTBIIIT TO ARTIOOH AlTD ALIPPO. 



OD Ika ^Tlu Oout— Tuta and lataMjib— Tha OlW jf n>iU 1 h» li^at ■■ 
dlnk-TIi* HODtll of tha Oi 

— n* HDdtn onr— nx n»iM at sn oi 

Anskot K«d— n» Plain at KMa—ApsntA M Uttfo. 

" Tba chain li kmsd, tba Mk an iffM 

Ite IMnf braUb ta fraab bahlnd. 



&. TtuntxiB in the East, who hu not nnbonnded t^e and att 
extensire fortnne at bis disposal, is nerer cert^ where and 
how far he shall go, until his jonmef is finished. With but a 
limited portion of both these necessaries, I have so tax csniod 
out my ori^nal plan with scarcely a rartatkH); but at present I 
am obliged to make a material change of roate. H]r brthest 
East is here at Aleppo. At Damascus, I was told hj erery- 
bodf that it was too late in the season to visit either Baghdad 
or Mosul, and that, on account of the terrible Bommer heats 
and the ferers which prerail along the l^gris, it would be 
impmdint to undertake it Notwithstandfaig this, I should 
probably hare gime (bring now so thoronghlf anrWmatocI tint 
I hare nothing to fear from the heat), had I not met vfth ■ 
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friend of Col. Bawlinson, the companion of Lajatd, and th« 
■barer in his diacoreries nt Niaereb. This gentlemftn, who 
met Ckd. R. not long since in Constantinople, on his waj ta 
Bi^^idad (where he resides as British Conaol), informed me 
that since the departore of Mr. Layard from Mosul, the mott 
interesting excarations hare been filled up, in order to preaerra 
Uie Bcnlptnres. Unless one was able to make a new exhamsr 
tiou, he would be bj no means repaid for so long and ardnoos 
a jonmef. The ruins of Xiaereh are all below the snrfoce 
of the earth, and the little of them that is now left exposed, 
is less complete and interesting than the spedmena in the 
BritiBh Maseom. 

There is a route from Damascns to Baghdad, across the 
Desert, hj way of Palmyra, bat it is rarelj trarelled, even by 
the natives, except when the caravans are sofBciently stnmg to 
withstand the attacks of the Bedonina. The travelln is 
obliged to go in Arab costume, to leave his baggage beldnd. 
except a meagre scrip for the Journey, and to pay fh>ffl $800 to 
$500 for the camels and escort. The more usual route is to 
come northward to this city, then cross to Mosnl and descend 
the Tigris — a journey of four or five weeks. After weighing 
all the advantages and disadvantages of undertaking a tonr cf 
■odi length as it would be necessary to make before reaching 
Constantinople, I decided at Bejront to give np the fascinating 
fleldB of trarel in Media, Assyria and Armenia, and take a 
rather shorter and perhaps eqnally interesting route from 
Ale[^ to Constantinople, by way of Tarsus, Kooia (Iconinm), 
and the ancient countries of Fhrygia, Bithynia, and Mysia 
Hie interior tjl Asia Minor is even less known to oa than tlu 
Penfaa ride of Adatic Tnrkey, which has ot late received 
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more atteation from trayellers ; aad, as I shall travene it U 
Its whole length, from Syria tc the Boephorns, I may flud It 
replete with " green fields and paBtures new," which shall repaj 
me for reUnqniahing the first and more ambitions andertaking 
At least, I have so mnch reason to be gratefol for the nninter 
mpted good health and good lack I hare enjoyed daring botbd 
montha in A&ica and the Orient, that I cfuiaot be otherwiM 
than content with the prospect before me. 

I left Beyront on the night of the 28th of May, with Hr 
HarrlBon, who has decided to keep me company as far as Otn- 
etantinople. Franfois, oar classic dragoman, whose great 
delight is to redte Homer by the searside, is retained for tha 
whole tonr, as we have fbnnd no reason to donbt his honesty 
or abititjr. Onr first thonght was to proceed to Aleppo by 
land, by way of Homa and Hamah, whence there might be a 
<;hanee of reaching Palmyra ; bnt as we found an opportnnitf 
of enga^^g an American yacht for the voyage ap the coast, 
it was thoi^ht preferable to take her, and aare time. She wai 
a neat little craft, called the " American E^le," broi^ht out by 
Mr. Smith, onr Gonenl at Beyront. So, one fine moonlit night, 
we slowly crept oat of the harbor, and after returning a volley 
of salntes from onr friends at Demetri'a Hotel, ran int« the 
heart of a thnnder-«torm, which ponred down more run thao 
alt I hod seen for eight months before. But onr rals, Assad 
(the Lion), was worthy of his name, and had two good Ghri^ 
tian aulors at his command, so we lay in tbe cramped littlf 
cabin, and heard the floods washing onr deck, withoiri 
fear. 

In the morning, we were off Tripoli, which is eren mem 
itoply boned than Beyront in its orai^e and mulberry grorea 
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and bIowI; waited along the bold monnt^-ooaBt, in the after 
noon reached Tartns, the A.Dcient Tortosa. A mile from shon 
is the rocky Uland of Andiu, entirel; corered by a toira. 
There were a dozen Tessels lying in the harbor. The remune 
<rf a large fortress and ancient mole prove it t« hare been a 
place of considerable importance. Tartns is a small old placr 
on the sea-shore — not so large nor bo importuit in aopearance 
as its island-port. The coantry behind is green and hilly, 
tbongh bnt partialljr coltirated, and rises into Bjebel Ansuri- 
yeh, which divides the valley of the Orontes from the sea. II 
it a lovely coast, especially nnder the flying hghta and shadovi 
of ench a breesy day aa we had. The wind fell at snnset ; but 
by the next morning, we had passed the tobacco-fields of Lata- 
kiyeh, and were in sight of the aonthem cape of the Bay of 
Snediah. The momitains f(>Tming this cape colnunate in a grand 
conical peak, aboat 5,000 fbet in height, callecl Djebel Okrab. 
At ten o'dock, wafted along by a slow wind, we tamed the 
point and entered the Bay of Suediah, formed by the emboo- 
chore of the Birer Orontes. The moontidn headland of Akma 
Dagh, forming the portal of the Qnlf of Scanderoon, loomed 
grandly in front of ns across the bay ; and fiu beyond It, we 
conld Just distingnish the coast of Karamania, the snow-capped 
range of Tanms. 

The Coasts of Syria might be divided, like those of Guinea^ 
acoording to the nature of thdr prodnctions. The northern 
divimon is bold and bare, yet flocks of sheep grare on the 
dopes of its monntainB ; and the inland pldns behind them are 
eovered with orchards of pistachio-trees. Silk is cultivated io 
the neighborhood of Saediah, bnt forms only a small portion 
of the exports. This region may be called the Wool and W» 
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tnchio Co&et. Southward, from Latakijreh to Tutna ud th« 
northern limit of Lebanon, extends the Tobacco Coast, whoM 
undulating hills are nov clothed with the pale-green leares of 
the renowned plant From Tripoli to Tjre, embradng aU the 
•restem b1<^ ot Lebanon, and the deep, rich Tolleja Ijing 
between his kneee, the mulberry predominates, aod the land ii 
covered with the hooaes of thatch and matting which shelttr 
the bDBf warms. This is the Silk Coast. The palmj plains ol 
SaSa, and beyond, nntil Syria meets the African sands betweei 
Qaza and El-Arish, constitnte the Orange Coaat. The vine, 
the olire, and the flg flourish ererywhere. 

We were all day getting np the bay, and it seemed as if we 
ehoald never pass Djebel Okrabj whose pointed top roEO high 
above a loi^ belt of fleecy cloads that girdled hia waist. At 
sanset we made the month of the Orontes. Onr lion <rf a 
Gapttin tried to ran into the river, bnt the channel was very 
narrow, and when within three hondred yards of the shore the 
yacht strack. We had all sul set, and had the wind been a 
little stronger, we shonid have capsized in an instant. The Uoa 
went manfnily to work, and by dint of bard poling, shoved os 
off, and came to anchor in deep water. Not nntil the danger 
was past did he open his batteries on the nnlncky helmsman, an.6 
then the explosion of Arabic oaths was eqnal to a broadside 
of twenty-four pounders. We lay all night roddng on the 
swells, and the next morning, by firing a nnmber of ngnal guns, 
brought out a boat, which took ns off. We entered the montb 
of the Orontes, and sailed nearly a mile between rich wheat 
meadows befbre reaching the landing-place of Snediah — ^two oi 
three uninhabited stone hate, with three or fcmr small TuAlsh 
cnft, and a health officer. The town lies a mile tn* two inland. 
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flcfttteied along the hillside amid gordeiu u InxnlMit u 
almort to conceal it from Tier. 

This part of the coast is ignorant of trarellerB, and we wen 
obliged to wait half a day before we conld find a snfScient 
nomtMr of horses to take ns to Antioch, twenty miles distant. 
When they came, they were solid farmers' horses, with the 
rudest gear imaginable. [ was obliged to mount astride of a 
broad pack-saddle, with my 1^ suspended in coils of rope. 
Leaving the meadows, we entered a hme of tbe wildest, rich- 
est and loveliest bloom and foliage. Oar way waa orerhoi^ 
with hedges of pomegranate, myrtle, oleander, and white rose, 
in blossom, and occaaionaUy with quince, fig, and carob trees, 
laced together with grape vines in fragrant bloom. Sometimes 
this wilderness of color and odor met above onr heads and 
made a twi%ht ; then it opened into long, dazzling, son- 
bright vlstaj, where the hues of the oleander, pomegranate aaC 
white rose made the eye wink with their gorgeons profosion. 
The manntains we crossed were covered with thickets of myrtle, 
mastic, daphne, and arbatm, and all the valleys and eloping 
meads waved with fig, mulberry, and olive trees. Looking 
towards the sea, the valley broadened ont between monntain 
ranges whose sammite were lost in the clonds. Hongh the 
fi<ril was not ao rich as in Palestine, the general aspect of the 
eoontiy was mnch wilder and more luxuriant 

So, by this glorious lane, over the myrtied hills and down 
into valleys, whose bed was one hne of rose from the blossom- 
iag (deanders, we travelled for five honrs, crossing the low 
tallies (tf hilts through which the Orontes forces his way to tha 
■e* At last we reached a height overlooking tbe nSlvj at 
tb» river, and saw in the east, at the foot of tbe moontain 
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efaflin, the lung linu of barracks boDt bj Ibrahim Pasha foi 
the defence of Antioch. Behind them the anciem wall of tha 
dtjr clomb the monntainH, whose crest it followed to the last 
peak of tbQ chain. From the next hill we saw the city — a 
Urge extent of oue-etorf honses with tiled roofs, surrounded 
with gardens, and half bnried in the foliage of sycamores. It 
extends from the River Oroates, which washes its walla, up the 
Uope of the mountain to the crags of gray rock which over- 
hang it We crossed the river by a massive old bridge, and 
entered the town. Biding along the rills of filth which tr» 
verse the streets, forming their central avenoes, we passed 
throngh several lines of bazaars to a large and dreary-looking 
khan, the keeper at which gave ns the beat vacant chamber — 
a narrow place, foil of fleas. 

Antioch presents not even a shadow of its former splendor. 
Except the great walls, ten to fifteen miles in circuit, whicb 
the Tories have done their best to destroy, every vestige of the 
old city has disappeared. The houses are all of one story, on 
acGonnt of earthquakes, from which Antioch'has soifered more 
than any other city in the world. At one time, daring tlu 
Uiddle Ages, it lost 130,000 inhabitants in one day. Its mtih 
atjon is magnificent, and the modem town, notwithstanding its 
filth, wears a bright and busy aspect. Situated at the base of 
a lofty monntain, it overlooks, towards the cast, a plain thirty 
w fbrty miles in lengtii, prodncing the most abundant harvesta. 
A great nmnber of the Inhabitants are workers in wood and 
leather, and very thrifty and cheerfid people they aj^>ear to bo 

W» remained nntil the next day at noon, by which time t 
gray-bearded scamp, the chief of the waMairea, or moleteen, 
locceeded in getting us five miserable beasts tor the jonmey 
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to A leppo. On leaving the city, ve trarelled along a ftmner 
street of Antiocb, part of the aodeiit paTemeat Btill remain- 
ing, &ud after two milea came to the old wall of tircoit, wtaicb 
we passed by a maaeiTe gateway, of Komaa time. It is now 
colled Bab Bovioi, or St. Paul's Gate. Christianity, it will 
be remembered, was planted in Antioch by Pad and Barna- 
bas, and the Apostle Peter was the first bishop of the city. 
We now entered the great plain of the Orontes — a level sea, 
rioting in the wealth of its ripening harvests. The river, lined 
with lasariant thickets, meandered tlirongh the centre of this 
glorions picture. We crossed it dnring the afternoon, and 
keeping on onr eutward course, encamped at night in a mea- 
dow near the tents of eome wandering Turcomans, who fur 
niahed as with butter and milk from their herdB. 

Learii^ the plain the next morning, we travelled doe east 
all day, over long stony ranges of monntiuns, indosing only 
one valley, which bore evidence of great fertility. It was (^ 
cnlar, about ten miles in its greater diameter, and bounded on 
the north by the broad peak of Djebel Saman, or Monut St. 
Bimon. In the morning we passed a ruined castle, standing in 
a dry, treeless deU, among the hot hills. The mnleteers called 
it the Maiden's Palace, and stud that it was built long i^ by 
ft powerful Soltau, as a prison for his daughter. For several 
hoars thereafter, onr road was lined with remains of buildings, 
apparently dating from the time of the Greek Empire. There 
were tombs, temples of massive masonry, though in a bad style 
of architecture, and long rows of arched chambers, which 
membled store-houses. They were all more or less shattered 
by earthquakes, bat in one place I noticed twenty such arches, 
«ach <tf at least twenty feet span. All the hilla, ao. eithn 
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Hand, as far as we could see, were corered wiUi the renuuiu at 
boHdings. In the pUia of St. Simon, I saw two enperb pil> 
lars, apparently port of a portico, or gateway, and the rillag* 
ef Dana is formed almost entirely of churches and conrentl, 
of the Lower Empire. There were bat few inscriptioiu, u>4 
these I conld not read ; but the whole of this re^on woold, 
no doabt, richly repay an antiqnarian research, I am t<dd hers 
that the entire chain of hills, which extends sonthword tot 
more than a hundred miles, abonnda with similar remains, and 
that, in many places, whole cities stand almost entire, na If 
recently deserted by their inhabitants. 

Dnring the afternoon, we came npon a portion of the sncdeat 
road from Antioch to Aleppo, which is still as perfect a« what 
Grst constracted. It crossed a rery stony ridge, and is macb 
the finest specimen of road-making I ever saw, qnite patting 
to siiame the Appian and Flaminian Ways at Rome. It ia 
twenty feet wide, and laid with blocks of white marble, &om 
two to fonr feet sqnare. It was apparently raised npon a more 
andent road, which diverges here and there from the line, 
ihowing the deeply-cnt traces of the Roman chariot-wheels. Ib 
the barren depths of the monntaina we foand every how 
cisterns cnt in the rock and filled with water left by the winter 
rains. Many of them, howcTer, are fast drying np, and a 
month later this will be a desert road. 

. Towards night we descended from the hills npon the Plain of 
Eef^in, which stretches sonth-weatward fhtm Aleppo, till tbe 
monntun-streams which fertilize it are dried np, when it ii 
marged into the Syrian Desert. Its northern edge, tloog 
which we trarelled, is covered with fields of wheat, cotton, and 
cajrtor-beans. We stopped ill night at a village called Taireb. 



;d by Google 



APFSOAOH TO ALSm. 195 

planted at the foot of a' tamnlm, older than tndltioiL Tite 
people were in great dread of the ADeyEeh Arabs, irho oome 
Id fiwn the Desert to deatro; their harrestB and cairj off thdr 
cattle. They wanted na to take a guard, but after onr ezpe 
rience on the Anti-Lebanon, we felt safer without one. 

Teeterdaj we travelled for aeven hours over a wide, rolling 
conntrj, now waste and barren, but fonnerlj covered with wealth 
and snpporting an abnndant population, evidences ot which are 
foond in the bnildinge everywhere scattered over the hilla. On 
and on we toiled in the heat, over this inhoepitable wildemen, 
and though we knew Aleppo must be very near, yet we coold 
see neither sign of cultivation nor inhabitants. Finally, about 
three o'clock, the top of a line of shattered wall and the points 
of some minarets issned out of the earth, several milee in front 
of Ds, and on climbing a glaring chalky ridge, the renowned 
city burst at once upon onr view. It filled a wide hollow or 
basin among the white hills, against which its whiter houses 
and domes glimmered for miles, in the dead, dreary heat of the 
afternoon, scarcely relieved by the narrow belt of gardens on 
the nearer side, or the orchards of pistachio trees beyond In 
the centre of the city rose a steep, abrupt mound, crowned 
with the remains of the ancient citadel, and shining minarets 
shot np, singly or in clusters, around its base. The prevailing 
hue of the laniscape was a whitish^ray, and the long, stately 
dty and long, monotonous hills, gleamed with equal brilliancy 
under a sky of clondless and intense blue. This siugulai 
KKHiotony of coloring gave a wonderful effect to the view, 
lAJcb b OM ot the moit remarkable in all the Orient 
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I MuTlaca feMlTlttsi— A ChiUdu Uarriaca PneMUon— KM 
« AltppoBi 



OuB eDtry iDtO Aleppo wes a fitting preliminary to onr exp^ 
riences during the five days we have apeut here. After posain; 
a blackamoor, who acted as an advanced goard of the GnstCHii 
House, at a ragged tt^t oatside of the dtj, and bribing hini 
with two piaatrea, we crosBed the narrow line of gardens (m 
the western aide, and entered the str«ets. There were manj 
cofFee-hooBes, filled with amokers, nearly all of whom acc08t«d 
os'in Turkish, though Arabic is the prevailing language here, 
^orance made ns diaconrteonB, and we slighted every attempt 
to open a conversation. Out of the narrow streets of Hu 
ntborbs, we advanced to the bazaars, in order to find a khaa 
where we conld obtain lodgings. All the best kbaus, howcrrer, 
were filled, and we were about to take a very inicrior room, 
vhen a respectable individnal came up to Frani^ an^ said : 
" The hotisff^iMMf fos^e travellers, and I will show yoa tbf 
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waj." We were a little BorpriBed at this address, bat foOowed 
■im to a neat, quiet and pleasant stroet near the bazaars, 
irhcre we were ushered into a spacious conrt-jrard, with a row 
rf apartments opening upon it, and told to make oarselTes at 
hone. 

The place bad eridentiy been recently inhabited, for the 
looms were well famished, with not only divans, bnt beds ir 
the Frank style. A. lean kitten was scratching at one of the 
windows, to the great danger of OTertnroing a pair of narghi- 
.ehB, a tame sea-gnll was walking about the conrt, and two 
theep bleated in a stable at the further end. In the kitchen 
we not only fonnd a variety of utensils, but eggs, salt, pepper, 
and other condiments. Onr guide had left, and the only infor- 
mation we conid get, fhim a dyeii^ establishment nest door, 
was that the occupants hod gone into tbe country. " Take 
the good the gods provide thee," is my rale in such cases, and 
as we were very hnngry, we set Francois to woric at preparing 
dinner. We arranged a divan in the open air, had a table 
brought ont, and by the ^d of the bakeni in the bazaar, am? 
the stores which the kitchen supplied, soon rqolced over a very 
palatable meal. The romantic character of onr reception made 
the dinner a merry one. It was a chapter out of the Arabian 
Nights, and be he genie or afrite, caUph or merchant of Bos- 
SOTO, into whose hands we had fallen, we resolved to let the 
odventnre take its course. We were just finisliliig a nond» 
script pastry which Francois found at a ttaker'a, and which, foi 
wont of a better nune, he called miringut* A la S3>ora*$a», 
when there was a lond knock at the street door. We fdt at 
Bist some little treindation, but d etermined i 
^dsLM and gravely invite the a 
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It wM a femitle servant, howerer, who, to our great hiiiiot 
msnt, made a profbond salutation, and seemed delighted to ■«• 
08. " My mut«r did not expect 70QT Excellendes t&daj; he 
baa gone into tlie gardens, bnt will soon return. Will joat 
Excellendw take coffbe after joui dinner T" and coffee mu 
forthwith seTved. Tlie old woman waa unremitting in htx 
BttentiOAB ; and her son, a bo; of eight je«<v, and the most 
reaerable child I ever saw, eotertiuned ns with the deecriptaoii 
of a horM which his master had just bonght — a horse which 
had cost two thousand piastres, and was ninety years old. 
Well, this Aleppo is an extraordinary place, was my first 
impressIoQ, and the inhabitants are remarkable people ; but I 
wuted the master's arrival, as the only means of scdving the 
mystery. About dusk, there was another rap at the door. A 
lady dressed in white, with an lodiao handkerchief bound over 
her black hair, arrived. " Pray excuse ns," sud she ; " we 
thonght yon would not reach here before to-morrow ; but my 
brother will come directly." In feet, the brother did cinne 
soon afterwards, and greeted ns with a still warmer wdoome. 
" Before leaving the gardena," he Bud, "I heard of your arri- 
val, and have come io a full gallop the whole way." In order 
to put an end to this comedy of errors, I declared at once 
that he was mistaken ; nobody In Aleppo conld posdbly know 
of ODT coming, and we were, perhaps, transgressiDg on his 
hospitality. But no : be would not b« convinced. He was a 
dr^^oman to the English Consulate ; his master bad told bin 
we would be here the next day, and he mast be prqwred to 
receive us, Beades, tJie Janissary of the Consnlate had showed 
Bs the way to his house. We, tJierefore, let the matter ml 
■ntD next morning, when we called on Mr. Very, the Oomnl, 



;dbvGoo'^lc 



n. 19» 

rho iafonned us that the Janissarj had mlsUiken ni for tm 
iteDtlemen ve had met in Damascas, the trarelling oomptnioofl 
tt Lord Dalkeith. As the^ had not arrived, he bq^ed db t« 
remain in the quartere which had been prepared for them. 
We have ejeij reason to be glad of this mistake, aa It hai 
made ns acqnunted vith one of the most conrteona and hoapi- 
table gentlemen in the East. . 

Aleppo lies so tax out of the usual rontea of travel, that it 
is rarely vimted hj Enropeana. One is not, therefore, as in the 
case of Damascns, prepared beforehand bj volmnes of d8scri[K 
ticn, which preclude all possibility of mistake or surprise. F«r 
my part, I only knew that Aleppo had once been the greatest 
commercial dty of the Orient, though its power had long since 
passed into other hands. Bot there were certun stately asso- 
ciations lingering around the name, which drew me towards it, 
and obliged me to inclnde it, at all haEards, in my Asiatic tour. 
The scanty description of Captains Irby and Mangles, the only 
one I had read, gave me no distinct idea of its position or 
appearance ; and when, the other day, I first saw it looming 
grand and gray among the gray hills, more like a vast natnral 
crystallization than the product of human art, I revelled in the 
aoveltj of that startling first impression. 

The traiUtion of the city's name is cnrions, and wofHk 
relating. It is called, in Arabic, I&Uti d-SiaJiit — Aleppo, 
the Gray — which most persons suppose to refer to the prevail- 
big color of the soiL The legend, however, goes much ferther 
BaJti, which the Tenetiaos and Genoese softened into Aleppf^ 
means literally : " has milked." According to Arab tradition, 
he patriarch Abraham once lived here : his tent beiog pitched 
aear the mound now occupied by the citadel. He had a cer 
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tain gTBj cow (d-shahba) which was milked eyery monung for 
the benefit of the poor. When, therefore, it was proclumed : 
"JbraMm halA drthahba" (Abraham has milked the gra; 
cow), all the poor of the tribe came np to receire their shaie 
The repetltJoD of tbia momiDg call attached itself to the spot 
and became the name of the mty which was aftervardi 
founded. 

Aleppo is bnilt on the eastern slope of a sh^ow upland 
basin, throngh which flows the little River Eow^ There 
are low hills to the north and Bonth, between which the coan- 
try falls into a wide, monotonona plain, extending onbrokm 
to the Enphrates. The city is from eight to ten miles in car 
cut, and, though not so thickly populated, covers a greater 
extent of space than Damascus. The population is estimated 
at 100,000.. In the excellence (not the elegance) of its archi- 
tectore, it surpasses any Oriental city I have yet seeo. TUm 
hoQses are aU of hewn stone, frequently three and even four 
stories in height, and bnilt in a most massive and dnrshle 
style, on account of the frequency of earthquakes. The streets 
are well paved, clean, with narrow sidewalks, and leas tortuous 
and intricate than the bewildering alleys of Damascos. A 
large part of the town is occupied with bazaars, attestii^^ the 
splendor of its former commerce. These establishments an 
covered with lofty vaults of stone, lighted from the top ; and 
one may walk for miles beneath the spaciooB roofs. The 8h<^ 
exhibit all the stuff's of the East, especially of Persia and 
India. There is also an extensive display of European fabric^ 
as the eastern provinces of Asiatic Tnrkey, as for as Ba^ida^ 
are supplied entirely from Aleppo and TrefaiEond. 

Within ten years — iu foct, since the Allied Powers dnm 
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Ibrahim Faaha oat of Syria — th« trade of Aleppo has hwreaw^ 
at the expense of Damaacns. The tribes of the Desert, who 
wan held in check during the Egyptian occnpancy, are now 
so Diimljr that much of the commerce between the latter place 
and Baghdad goes north ivard to Mosal, and thence by a safer 
road to this city. The khaiu, of which there an a great nnm- 
ber, buQt on a sc^ according with the former magnificence of 
Aleppo, are nearly all &]led, and Persian, Qeorf^an, and Ann» 
nian merchants agiun make their appearance in the bazaars. 
The principal maunfactares curled on are the making of shoes 
(which, indeed, is a prominent branch in every Turkish dty), 
and the weaving <rf mlk and golden tisroes. Two long bazaars 
are entirely occnpied with shoe-shops, and there is nearly a 
qoarter of a mile of confectionery, embracing more varietier 
than I ever saw, or imagined possible. I saw yesterday ths 
operation of weaving silk and gold, which is a very slow pro- 
cess. The warp and the body of the woof were of purple siDc. 
The loom only differed horn the old hand-looms in general nae 
in having some thirty or forty contrivances for lifting the 
threads of the warp, so as to form, by variation, certain pat- 
terns. The gold threads by which the pattern was worked 
were contained la twenty small shuttles, thrust by hand nnder 
the different parcels of the warp, as tiiey were raised by a boy 
trained for that purpose, who sat on the top of the loom. The 
fabric was very brilliant in its appearance, and sells, as the 
weavers informed me, at 100 piastres per pk — about |7 per 
yard. 

We had letters to U r. Ford, att AmericsL Uissionary estab- 
lished hero, and Signor di Ficdotto, who acts as Americas 
Vu»-Consul. Both gentlemen have been very cordial in thdt 
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oflbrs uf serrice, and bj tiait aid we hare been enabled to se<* 
Bometbing of Aleppo life and Bociety. Mr. Ford, who has bew 
here fonr years, has a pleasant residence at Jedaida, a GhriBtias 
■nbnrb of the dty. His congregation nninbers some fifty or 
Bixtf proselytes, who are mostly from the schismatic sects of 
the Armenians. Dr. Smith, who established the mission at 
Ain-tab (two days' jonmey oorth of this), where he died last 
year, was very snccessfal among these secte, and the congr^;»- 
tion there amonnts to nine hundred. The Snitan, a year ago^ 
issued a firman, permitting his Christian enbjects to erect 
houses of worship ; but, although this was proclaimed in Ooo- 
itantinople and mnch landed in Europe as an act of great 
generosity and tolerance, there has been no official promnlgft- 
tion of it here. So of the aid which the Tarkisb QoTemment 
was s^d to have afforded to its destitute Christian snbjecta, 
whoso houses were sacked during the fanatical reliellion of 1850. 
The world praised the Sultan's charity and love of jnstice, 
while the sufferers, to this day, lack the first experience of H. 
Bat for the spontaneous relief contributed in Europe u>d 
among the Christian conminnities of the Levant, the amouot 
of misery would have been fWgbtM. 

To Ferii^ Pasha, who ie at present the commander of the 
fbrces here, is mainly due the credit of having pat down tbe 
rebels with a strong hand. There were but few troops in tbt 
^ty at the time of the outbreak, and as the insnrgents, who 
irere composed of the TnrMsh and Arab population, were ia 
league with the Aneyzehs of the Desert, the least faltering m 
delay would have led to a uniTeraal massacre of the Christians. 
Fortunately, the troops were divided into two portion!, ow 
accnpyicg the barracks on a hill north of the d^, ud tbr 
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other, a mere corporal's guard of a dozen men, posted in tbc 
citadel. The leaden of the outbreak went to the latter and 
^ered him a large sum of moaej (the spoQa of CMatiao 
honaes) to giie np the fortreea. With a lojralty to hia duty 
truly miraeolona among the Tnrka, he ordered bia men to fire 
uptm them, and they beat a hasty retreat. The quarter of thf 
insurgents lay precisely betveen the barracks and the citadel, 
and by order of Feri^ Pasha a cannonade was immediately 
opened on it from both points. It wap not, boweTer, until 
many booses had been battered down, and a still larger number 
destroyed by fire, that tbe rebels were brought to submission 
Their allies, the Aneyzebs, appeared on the bill east of Aleppo, 
to the number of five or six thousand, bnt a few well-directed 
canuon-balla told them what they might expect, and they 
speedily retreated. Two or three hundred Christian fiunOies 
loet nearly all of itar property during the sack, and many 
were left entirely destitnte. The house in which Mr. Ford 
lives was plundered of jewels and furniture to the amount of 
400,000 piastres ((20,000). The robbers, it is said, were 
amazed at the amonnt of spoil they found. The Qovemment 
made some feeble efforts to recover it, but the greater part 
was already sold and scattered through a thousand hands, and 
the unfortunate Ghristiaoa have only received about seven per 
eent. of their loss. 

The burnt quarter has dnce been rebuilt, aod I noticed 
Kveral Christians occupying shops in various puts oi it. Bnt 
maay families, who fled at the time, still remain in various 
parte of Syria, afraid to return to their homes. The Aneyzehs 
and other Desert tribes have latterly become more darii^ tbati 
•Tor. Even in the immediate neighborhood of the city, th« 
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mhabitants are so fearfal of them that all the grain is b 
Dp to the very walls to be threshed. The bnrying-gronnds oc 
both sides are now tamed into tbreshing-floora, and all day 
long the Tnrkish peasants drire th^ heaT; sleds aronnd 
among the tomb-stones. 

On the second day after onr arriral, we paid a visit to 
Osman Fasha, Governor of the City and ProTince of Aleppo 
We went in state, accompanied by the Consul, with two Janis- 
saries in front, bearing silrer maces, and a didgoman behind. 
The lerai, or palace, is a large, plain wooden building, and a 
group of soldiers about the door, with a shabby carriage in the 
coort, were the only tokens of its character. We were ushered 
at ouce into the presence of the Pasha, who is a man of about 
seventy years, with a good-humored, though shrewd face. He 
was quite cordial in hia manners, complimenting us on our 
Turkish costume, and vaunting his skill in physiognomy, which 
at once revealed to him that we belonged to the highest class 
of American nobility. In fact, in the firman which he has 
since sent ns, we are mentioned as " nobles." He invited us 
to pass a day or two with him, saying that he should derive 
ranch benefit from our superior knowledge. We replied that 
such an intercourse could only benefit ourselves, aa his greater 
experience, and the distingnished wisdom which had made his 
name long rince familiar to our ears, precluded the hope of onr 
oeing of any service to him. Afier half an hour's stay, during 
which we were regaled with jewelled pipes, ezqninte ]£ocha 
colTee, and sherbet breathing of the gardens of Qolistan, we 
took our leave. 

Hie Pasha sent an officer to show ns the dtadeL W« 
passed aronnd the moat to the entrance on the western dd« 
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(ODsiBliiig of a bridge and doable gateway. The fortres, as ] 
hare alreadj stated, occapies the creat of an elliptical monnd, 
aboat one thousand feet by six hundred, and two boDdred feet 
io height. It ia entirely encompassed by the city and fonsB • 
prominent and picturesque feature in the distant vieir thereof. 
Formerly, it wa& thickly inhabited, and at the time of the great 
earthqnEike of 1823, there vere three hundred families lirii^; 
within the wall^ nearly all of whom perished. The outer wallf 
were rery much shattered on that occasion, but the euormouf 
towers and the gateway, the grandest specimen of Saracenic 
architecture in the East, still remain entire. This gateway, by 
which we entered, is colossal in its proportions. The outer 
entrance,' throogh walls ten feet thick, admitted us into a lofty 
Testibnle lined with marble, and containing many andent 
inscriptions m mosaic. Ov^ the main portal, which is adorned 
with sculptured lions' heads, there is a tablet stating that the 
fortress was built by El Melek el Ashraf (the Holiest ot 
Eiings), after which follows : " Prosperity to the True Believ- 
ers — Death to the Infidels I" A. second tablet shows that it 
TBS afterwards repaired by Mohammed ebn-Berko<A, who, I 
beHere, was one of the Fatimite Oaliphs. The shekh of the 
Qtadel, who accompanied ns, stated the age of the stmctore 
K nine hundred years, which, as nearly as I can recollect the 
Saracenic chronolc^, is correct. He called our attendou to 
Donibers of iron arrow-heads sticking in the solid masonry— 
the marks of ancient sieges. Before leaving, we were presented 
vith a bundle of arrows from the armory — undoubted relica 
ot Saracen warfare. 

'Die dtadel is now a mass of rains, having been deserted 
linoe the earthquake. Grass is growing on the ramparts, sod 
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the capbT plant, with its wlute^nd-purple blossoma, flonriahei 
wnoug the piles of rabbieh. Since the late rebellioD, howarw 
k BDUtU military bairw^ has been bnilt, and two companies of 
•oldien are stationed there, We walked around the walla^ 
which command a magnificent Tiew of the city and the tridr 
plains to the south and east. It well deservea to rank with the 
panorama of Cairo from the citadel, and that of Damascos &om 
the Anti-Lebanon, in extent, pictaresqiieness and rich oriental 
character. Oat of the gray ring of the city, wMch incloeei 
the mound, riee the great wliite domes and the whiter minarets 
of its nnmerous mosqaes, many of which are grand and t]iq>oa- 
mg Btmctores. The coarse of the river through the centre of 
the picture is marked by a belt of the greenest verdure, beyond 
which, to the west, rises a chain of naked red hills, and crtiQ 
further, fading on the horizon, the bine summit of Mt. St. 
Simon, and the coast range of Akma Dagh. Eastward, over 
vast orchards of pistachio trees, the barren plain of the 
Euphrates fades away to a glimmering, hot horizon. Looking 
downwards on the heart of the city, I was surprised to see a 
number of open, grassy tracts, out of wiiicli, here and there, 
small trees were growing. But, perceiving what appeared to be 
Hibterranean entrances at various points, I found that these 
tracts were apon the roofs of the honses and bazaars, verifying 
what I had frequently heard, that in Aleppo the inhabitants 
visit their friends in different parts of the city, by posoug over 
the roo& of the hoosea. Previous to the eariibqaake of 1822, 
these vast roof-plains were cultivated as gardens, and presented 
an extent of airy bowers as lai^e, if not as magniflceot, as 
the renowned Hanging Oardens of ancient Babylon. 
Accompanied by Signor di Picciotto, we spent two or thre« 
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daj* in vm'Ang the honses of the priccipal JewMi and Chris 
Haa &imIieB io Aleppo. We fonnd, it is true, no such splendm 
as in DamascuB, bnt more solid ard durable architecture, and i 
man chagtened elegance of taste. The bnildings are all of 
hewn stoDe, the conrtrjrardji paved with marble, and the walb 
rich with ^ding and carved wood. Some of the larger dwell- 
ingB bave small bnt beantifol gardens attached to them. We 
wer6 ererywhere received with the greatest hosjritalitj, and 
die visits were considered as a fovor rather tliao an introeion. 
Indeed, I was frequently obliged to nm the risk of ^ving 
offence, bj decliniDg the refreshments which were offered ns. 
Each roond of visits was a feat of strength, and we were 
obliged to desist from sheer inability to sapport more colbe, 
roee-water, pipes, and aromatic sweetmeats. The character of 
Bodetj in Aleppo is stngnlar ; its very life and essence ia eti- 
qnette. The laws which govern it are more inviolable than 
those of the Medea and Persians. The question of precedence 
among the different families is adjusted by the most delicate 
scale, and rigorously adhered to in the most trifling mattArs. 
Even we, homble voyagers as we are, have been obliged to 
regulate our conduct according to it. After our having vinted 
certain families, certain others would have been deeply morti* 
Bed bad we neglected to call upon them. Former^, when a 
traveller arrived here, he was expected to call upon the dif- 
ferent Consnls, in the order of their established precedence : 
the Austrian first, En^h second, French third, &c. After 
tUa, he was obliged ta stay at home several days, to give the 
OoDBOls an opportunity of retnming the visits, which they 
mads in the same order. There was a diplomatic importwwc 
ftboat wU Us movements, and the least violattoD of vA 
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qnstte, throagh ignoraiuM or n^lect, was the town talk foi 

This pecDliarity Id Kxnety is STideutlf a relic of the fbnaaJ 
timea, when Aleppo wag a semi-Tenetian dty, and the opnlent 
seat of Eastern commerce. Many of the iohalntaiitB an 
descended from the traders of those times, and tbey all speak 
the Ufigua franea, or Levantine Italian. The women wear a 
costume partly TnrkiEh and partly European, combining tlie 
graces of tmth ; it is, in mj eyes, the moat beaotifbl dress 1b 
the world. They wear a rich scarf of some dark color on the 
bead, which, on feative occasions, is almost concealed by theii 
jewels, and the heavy scarlet pomegranate blossoms wbidi 
adorn their dark b(ur. A Turkish vest and sleeves of embroi- 
dered silk, open in front, and a skirt of white or some light 
color, completes the costnme. The Jewesses wear in additum 
a short Turkish taftrm, and foil tronsers gathered at the ankles. 
At a ball given by Mr. Tery, the Ei^lish Gonsnl, wtdcb we 
attended, all the Christian beauties of Aleppo were present. 
There was a fine display of diamonds, many of the ladies weai^ 
iug several thousand dollars' worth on their heads. The pecu- 
liar etiquette of the place was again illnstrated on this occa- 
abn. The custom is, that the mosic ranst be heard for at least 
one honr before the gneste come The hoar appointed was 
eight, but when we wont there, at nine, nobody had arrived. 
As it was generally snpposed that the ball was given on oni 
account, several of the families had servants in the ndghbof^ 
hood to watch our arrival ; and, accordingly, we had not bees 
there five minutes before the guests crowded through the door 
In large nnmbers. When the first dance (an Arab dance, per 
Gxmed by two ladies at a time) was proposed, the wives of Hm 
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Prencb and Spanieh Consols were first led, or rather dragged, 
out. When a lady is asked to dance, she inTariably refoses. 
8hfl is asked a second and a third time ; and if the gentleoiati 
does not sohdt most earnestly, and use some gentle force in 
getting her upon the floor, she never forgives him. 

At one of the Jewish houses which we visited, the wedding 
festiTitiea of one of the daughters were being celebrated. We 
were welcomed with great cordiality, and immediately nshered 
into the room of state, an elegant apartment, overlookii^ the 
gaideuB below the city wall Half the room was occupied by 
a rwsed platform, with a divan of bine silk cashions. Here 
the ladies reclined, is superb dresses of blue, pink, and gold, 
while the gentlemen were ranged on the floor below. They all 
rose at our entrance, and we were conducted to seats among 
tiie ladies. Pipes and perfumed drinks were served, and the 
bridd cake, made of twenty-six different frnibi, was presented 
on a golden salver. Our &ir neighbors, some of whom literal- 
ly biased with jewels, were strikingly beautiful. Presently the 
bride appeared at the door, and we all rose and remained 
standing, aa she advanced, supported on each side by the two 
Abttmgth, or bridesmaids. She was about sixteen, alight and 
graceful in appearance, though not decidedly beantifnl, and 
was attired with the ntmoet elegance. Her dress was a pale 
blue silk, heavy with gold embroidery; and over her long dark 
hair, her neck, bosom, and wrists, played a tiionsand runbow 
gleams from the Jewels which covered them. The Jewish moai- 
(dans, seated at the bottom of the ball, stnick up a loud, 
rejoicing harmony on their violins, guitars, and dulcimers, and 
Ae women servants, grouped at the door, uttered in dions that 
wild, shrill cry, wtuch accompanies all snch festivals in tbe Bast 
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Tha bride was carefbl to preeerre the deconun fizpected 3. 
her. bj speaking no word, nor lodog the sad, redgned expres 
liOD of her cotmtenaDce. She ascended to the diyan, bowed 
to each of OB with a low, reverential inclinatioa, and seated 
herself on the cnahioDS. The mnsic and dances lasted some 
time, accompanied bjr the zughdrta, or cry of the women, 
which was repeated with doable force when we rose to take 
leare. The whole company waited on as to the street door, 
and one of the servantH, stationed in the court, shoated BtMne 
long, sing-song phrases after us as we passed ont. I conld not 
learn the words, bat was told that it was an invocation 
of prosperity open ns, m retorn for the honor which our yisit 
had conferred. 

In the evening I went to view a Christian marriage proces- 
Bion, which, abont nudnight, conveyed the bride to the house 
of the bridegroom. The house, it appeared, was too small to 
receive all the Mends of the bmily, and I joined a lai^ mun- 
ber of them, who rep^red to the terrace of the English Con- 
Eulate, to greet the procession as it passed. The first persons 
who appeared were a company of bnfFoons ; after them font 
janissaries, carrying silver maces ; then the male friends, bear- 
ing colored lanterns and perfumed torches, raised on gilded 
poles ; then the females, among whom I saw gome beaatJfiil 
Madonna &ces in the torchlight ; and finally the bride hersd^ 
ooveied from head to foot with a veQ of cloth of gold, and 
iu^;ed along by two maidens : for it is the etiquette of sad. 
occasions that the bride should reaist being taken, and mnst be 
forced every step of the way, so that she is frequently three 
hours in going the dbtance of a mile. We watched the pro- 
resdon a long tjme, winding away through the streets — a Bu 
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al tmcLeg, and songa, uid inceiiM, Mid nc^ JabQw- -osder 
the sweet starlit heaTen. 

The other ereaiDg, Signor di Picdotto mounted m from hli 
fine Arabian atad, and we rode around the atj, ontaide of the 
BDbnrbs. The anu wag low, and a pale yellow lostre toncbed 
the clDBtere of minareta that roae oat of the Btat«lf masses of 
bnildinga, and the bare, chalky hills to the north. After lear- 
iug the gardens on the banks of the Eoweik, we came upon a 
dreary waste of nuns, among which the antiquarian finds 
traces of the ancient Aleppo of the Qreetcs, the Mongolian con- 
qnerors of the Middle Ages, and the Saracens who succeeded 
them. There are many mosqnea and tombs, which were once 
imposing specimens of Saracenic art ; bat now, split and shlTcred 
1^ wars and earthquakes, are slowly tumbling into utter decay. 
On tiie south-eastern side of the city, its chalk fonitdationa 
hare been hollowed into vast, arched carems, which extend 
deep into the earth. Pillars hare been left at r^nlar inter- 
vals, to support the masses abore, and their hnge, dim laby- 
rinths resemUe the crypts of some great cathedral. They are 
now osed as rop^-walks, and filled with cheerfol workmen. 

Onr last excursion was to a conntry-honse of Signor di Ke- 
dotto, in the Gardens of Babala, about four miles from Aleppo. 
We set ont in the afternoon on onr Arabians, with onr host's 
son on a large wMte donkey of the Baghdad breed. Passing 
the Tarkish cemetery, where we stopped to view the tomb of 
Oeneral Bem, we loosened rein and sped away at foil gallop 
OTCT the hot, white hills. In dashing down a stony rise, the 
ambitions donkey, who was doing his best to keep up with the 
horses, fell, hurling Master Picciotto over his head. The boy 
was bmised a little, bnt set his teeth togetter and showed na 
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aigD of pain, moanted ^ain, and followed oa. The Q&rd(Hit of 
Babala are a wilderness of froit-trees, like those of Damascua 
Bignor P.'s country-house is buried in a wild grove of apricot, 
fig, orange, and pomegranaie-trees. A lai^e marble tank, in 
front of the open, arched UwtMt, BnppUes it with water. We 
monuted to the flat roof, and watched the sanset fade from the 
beautifol landscape. Beyond the bowers of dazzling greennees 
which Burroanded ns, stretched the wide, gray hiDs ; the mina- 
reta of Aleppo, and the walls of its castled monnt shone rosQj 
in the last rays of the son ; an old palace of the Pashas, with 
the long, low barracks of the soldiery, crowned the top of a 
hill to the north ; dark, spiry cypresses betrayed the place of 
tombs ; and, to the ivest, beyond the bare red peak of Uoimt 
St. Simon, rose the faint bine outline of Qiaoor Dagh, whose 
mnral chain divides Syria from the plains of C^da. As the 
twilight deepened over the scene, there came a long, melodloos 
cry of passion and of sorrow from the heart of a starry-flowered 
pomegranate tree in the garden. Other voices answered it 
from the gardens aronnd, until not one, bnt fifty nightingale! 
charmed the repose of the hour. They vied with each other in 
their bursts of passiDnate maaic. Each str^n soared over the 
last, or onited with others, near and far, in a chonis of the 
divinest pathos — an expression of sweet, unatterable, nnqnencl^ 
able longing. It was an ecstasy, yet a pain, to listen. 
" Away 1" swd Jean Paul to Music : " thou tellest me of that 
which I have not, and never can have — whioh I forever seek, 
and never find I" 

Bnt space Mis me to describe half the inddents of onr sta/ 
m Aleppo. There are two things pecniiar to the city, how 
ever, which I mnst not omit mentioning. One is the Aleppc 
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Bstton, a Brngalar alcer, which attacks erer; penoa born in 
the aty, and sTcrf stranger who spends more than a month 
there. It can neither be prevented nor cored, and always laate 
Ibr a Tear. The iuhabitants almoat invariably have it on the 
Cue— eitiier on the cheek, forehead, or tip of the nose — whera 
It often leaves an indelible and dieGgaTiDg scar. Strangers, on 
the' coDtrar;, have it on one of the joints, either the elbow, 
wrist, knee, or ankle. So strictly is its visitation confined to 
the dty proper, that in none of the ne^hboring villages, nor 
even in a distant snborb, is it known. Phyddans have vainly 
attempted to prevent it by inoculation, and are at a loss to 
what canse to ascribe it. We are liable to have it, even after 
five days' stay ; but I hope it will postpone its appearance 
until after I reach home. 

The other remarkable thing here is the Hospital for Cats. 
This was founded long ago by a rich, cat>'Ioving Massuhnan, 
and is (Hie of the best endowed institntionB in the dty. ^n 
aid mosqoe is appropriated to the purpose, under the charge 
of several directors ; and here sick cats are nursed, homelees 
cats find shelter, and decrepit cats gratefnlly parr away their 
declining years. The whole category embraces several hundreds, 
and it is quite a ^ht to behold the court, the corridors, and 
terraces of the mosqne swarming with them. Here, one with 
a bruised limb is receiving a cataplasm ; there, a cataleptic 
patient is tenderly cared for ; and so on, through the long con- 
catenation of feline diseases. Aleppo, moreover, r^oices in a 
greater number of cats than even Jerusalem. At a rough 
^esa, I should thus state the population of the dty : Turks 
and Arabs, 10,000 ; Christians of all denonuDatJons, 16,000; 
Jews, 10,000; dogs, 12,000; and cats, 8,000. 
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Among other persons whom I hsTe met here, ia FecliKi 
PaahK, formerly General St^ Hmigaima KGnister of War 
SDd GoTernor of TraMylviinia. He accepted UoelemiRm with 
Bern and others, and now r^oicee in hie drcnundsion and 1,000 
piastres a month. He is a fat, companionable sort of man, 
who, by hia own confession, never labored very zealonslj for the 
independence of Hnngary, bmng an Anstrian by birth. He 
eonversed with me for seTeral hoars on the scenes in which he 
had partic^ted, and attributed the &ilnre of the Hnngsriani 
to the want of material means. General Bern, who died here, 
Is spoken of with the ntmost respect, both by l^ks and Ohris- 
tians. The former hare honored him with a lai^ tomb, or 
mansolenm, covered with a dome. 

But I mast close, leaving half nnsaid. SofDce it to saj 
that no Oriental city has interested me so profbnndlj as Aleppo, 
and in none have I received such oniversal and cordis hospi' 
taUty. We leave to-morrow for Aua Minor, having ei-gi^td 
men and horses fbr the whole ronte to Oonatantinc^ 
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la Quuanii (Adau, AiU IDDar), ftmJBy, JImm U, IWi 

Wi left Aleppo on tbe morning of the 9th, onder circnmstaucw 
not tbe most promMag for the harmony of oar journey. We 
had engaged horses and baggage-moleB from the eap^, at 
chief of the moleteera, and in order to be certain ot baring 
animals that wonld not break down on the waj, made a par 
ticDiar selection from a nnmber that vere brought w. When 
aboat leaviog tbe city, hoireTer, we discovered that one of the 
horses bad been changed. Signor di Picciotto, who accinnpa- 
nied ns past the Cnstom-Honse barriers, immediately dispatched 
tbe delinqaent muleteer to bring back tbe tme horse, and tbe 
latt«r made a &rce of trying to find him, leading the GodbiiI 
and tbe capidji (who, I believe, was at the bottom of the 
tbeat) a wild-goose chase over the hiUs aronmi Aleppo, when 
rf course, the animal was not to be seen. When, at length. 
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tre had waited three hours, aod had wandered sbont foor mDM 
&om the city, ve gave ap the eearch, took lea7e of the Consul 
and Treot oo with the new horse. Oar proper plan would hare 
been to pitch the tent and refose to move till the matter was 
settled. The aaimal, aa we discovered danng the first day's 
joarney, was hopeleealy lame, and we onlj added tc the diffi- 
CDlty bj taking him. 

We rode westward all da; over barren and stoujr ' hiDs, 
meeting vrith abundant traces of the power and proeperit; of 
this region daring the times of the Greek Emperors. The 
nevaatation wronght by earthquakes has been terrible ; there 
is scarcely a wail or arch standing, which does not bear marks 
of having been violently shaken. The walls inclosing the fig^ 
orchards near the villages contain many stones with Greek 
inscriptions, and fragments of cornices. We encamped the 
first night on the plain at the foot of Monnt St. Simon, and 
not far from the ruins of the celebrated Ghnrch of the same 
name. The bailding stands in a stony wilderness at the foot 
of the moantiun. It is aboat a hnndred feet long and thirty 
in height, with two lofty square towers in front. The pave- 
ment of the interior is entirely concealed by the masses of 
pillars, capitals, and hewn blocks that lie heaped upon it. The 
mndows, which are of the tail, narrow, arched form, common 
m Byzantine Charches. have a common mooldiog which falls 
like a mantle over and between them. The general effect trf 
the Church is very fine, thoagh there is much inel^ance in the 
sculptured details. At the extremity is a half-dome of massiTe 
■tone, over the place of the altar, and jnst in trdnt of this toe- 
merly stood the pedestal whereon, accordmg to traditvn, 
8t ffimeon Stylites commei-eed his pillar-life. I found a recent 
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flxoaration at the spot, bat no pedestal, which has probably 
been carried off bj the Qreek monka. Beside the Charch 
stands a large boildiog, with an apper and lower balcony, sup- 
ported by square stone pillars, aronnd three sides. There ii 
also a pared conrt-jard, a Isi^e cistern cut in the rock and 
nnmerons ont-bnildings, all going to confirm the supposition of 
its having been a monastery. The mtun bailding is three 
stories high, with pointed gables, and bears a strong resem- 
blance to an American summer hotel, with verandas, Several 
ancient fig and walnut trees are growing among tiie ruins, and 
add to thur picturesque appearance. ' 

The next day we crossed a broad chain of hills to the Plain 
of Antioch, which we reached near its northern extremity. In 
one of the valleys through which the road lay, we saw a nnm- 
ber of hot snlphnr Epringe, some of them of a condderable 
Tolnme of water. Not tax from them was a beautiful fbnnteio 
of fresh and cold water gushing from the foot of a high rock. 
Soon after reaching the pluu, we crossed the stream of Kara 
Sn, which feeds the Lake of Antioch. This part of the ^fiaia 
is low and swampy, and the streams are literally alive with fish. 
While passing ov«r the brii^e I saw many hundreds, tiom one 
to two feet in length. We wandered through the marshy 
meadows for two or three hours, and towards snnset reached a 
Turcoman encampment, where the gronnd was dry enough to 
pitch our t«nta. The rude tribe received us hospitably, and 
■ent OS milk and cheese in abundance. I visited the tent of tha 
Shckb, who was very courteous, but as he knew no language 
bat Toikish, our conrersatioa was restricted to mgns, Ths 
tent was of camel's-hair cloth, spacious, and open at the sides. 
A mg was spread for me, and the Shekh's wife brought me .a 
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pipe ot tolerable tobacco. The honeehold iren seated apofl 
the groond, chatting pleasant]; wiih one another, and appa 
renti; not in the leaat distnrbed hj mj presence. One of tht 
ghekh's sons, who was deaf and dumb, came and sat before me, 
BOd described bj very expressive signs the character of the 
road to Scanderoon. He gave me to miderstand that there 
were robbers in the monntaios, with many grim gestorea 
descriptive of stabbing and firing mnskets. 

The mosqnitoes were so thick daring the night that we were 
obliged to Gil the tent with smoke in order to sleep. When 
morning came, we fancied there would be a relief tor us, bat 
it only brought a worse pest, in the shape of iwamu ot blat^ 
gnats, similar to those which so tormented me in NnUe^ I 
know of no infliction so terrible as these gnats, which yon can- 
not drive away, and wiiich assail ears, eyes, and nostrils in 
inch qnantities that yon become mad and desperate hi yonr 
efforts to (^ect them. Throi^h glens filled with oleander, we 
ascended the first slopes of Akma Dagh, the monntain range 
which divides the Onlf of Scanderoon fhim the Plain of 
Antioch. Then, passmg a natural terrace, covered with 
groves of oak, onr road took the monntain side, chmbing 
npwards in the shadow of pine and wQd olive trees, and between 
banks of blooming lavender and myrtle. We saw two or 
three cMninnies of armed gnards, statjoned by the road-dde, 
for the monntiun is infbsted with robbers, and a caravan had 
been plundered only three days bef(H% The view, looking 
backward, took In the whole plain, with the Lake of Antiorfa 
glittering in the centre, the valley at the Orontes In the aontl^ 
tnd the ]otbj oooe of I>]ebe1 Okrab f^ to tbe weM. Ai 
w» ^ipKMohed the mmmlt, vitdent gnsts of irfnd bbw thfOORk 
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the pUB with rach force aa almost to orertiim our lunw 
Here the rood from Antiooh Joins that from Aleppo^ and bota 
for MMne diataoce retain the audent paTement. 

From the western side we saw the eea once mixe, ftod went 
down throogh the 2*51^^ Syria, or Syrian Qates, aa this deSle 
was called by the Romans. It ib very narrow and n^;ged, 
with an abrupt deecent. In an hour from the Bnmmit we 
came upon an aqoednct of a triple row of arches, croGsing the 
gmge. It 8 stUI used to carry wat«r to the town of B^an, 
which hangs over the month of the pass, half a mile below 
This is one of the most pictnresqoe spots in Syria. The hoosei 
cling to the sides and clnster on the enmnuts of precipitous 
crags, and every shelf of soil, every crevice where a tree 
can thmst its roots, npholds a mass of brilliant vegetation. 
Water is the life of the place. It gnahes into the street from 
ezhanstleds fonntuns ; it trickles from the terraces in showers 
of misty drc^ ; it tumbles into the gorge in sparkling streams ; 
and everywhere it noorishes a life as bright and besitifnl 
as its own. The frnit trees are of enormona size, and the 
crags are curtained with a magnificent drapery of vines. This 
green gateway opens suddenly npon another, cat through 
t glittering mass of micaceous rock, whence one looks down oa 
the town and Golf of Scanderoon, the coast of Earamania 
beyond, and the distant snows of the Tanrus. We descended 
through groves of pine and oak, and In three honrs more 
rMched the shore. 

Seanderoon is the most onhealthy place on the Syrian Ooaat, 
•wtng to the malaria from a marsh behind it. The inhabitants 
we » wretched pallid set, who are visited every year with 
f fevers. The marsh was partly druned some fort; 
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years ago b; the Turkish government, and a few thousand 
dollars would be aaffident to remove it entire)^, and make Uw 
plaoe—wbich \a of some importance as the seaport of Aleppiv— 
healthy and habitable. At present, there are not five hundred 
inhabitants, and half of these consist of the Torkisb garrism. 
and the persons attached to the different Tice-Cousnlates. 
The streets are depositories of filth, and pools of st^nant 
irater, on all sides, exh^e the most fetid odors. Near tba 
town are the ruins of a castle boilt by Clodfrey of Booillon. 
We marched directly down to the sea-shore, and pitched onr 
tent close beside the waves, as the place most &ee from mala- 
ria. There were a dozen vessels at anchor in the road, and 
one of them proved to be the American h&A Oolnmbia, C^A. 
Taylor. We took a skiff and went on board, where we were 
cordially welcomed by the mate. In the evening, the captain 
came to onr tent, qnite eorprised to find two wandering Ameri- 
cans in sach a lonely comer of the world. Soon afterwards, 
with tme seaman-like generosity, he returned, bringing a jar 
of fine Spanish olives and a laige bottle of pickles, which tie 
Insisted on adding to onr supplies. The olives have the 
choicest Andalnsian flavor, and the pickles lose none of their 
relish from having been put np in New York. 

The road from Scanderoon to this place lies mostly along 
tbe shore of the gnlf, at the foot of Akma Dagh, and is 
reckoned dangerous on account of the marauding bands ot 
Koorde who infest the monntains. These people, like tbe 
Dmses, have rebelled against the conscription, and will prob» 
hly hold their ground with equal success, though the Tuiki 
talk londly of inradmg their atrongholds. Two weeks ago, 
the port was robbed, abont ten miles from Scanderooiv and • 
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^venunent vessel, now lying at anchor io the hnj, i^ned a 
cannonade on the plnnderers, before thef coold be Becnred. 
In conBeqneni-e of the wamiags of danger in eTeiybodT'i 
month, we decided to take an escort, and therefore waited 
npon the commander of the forces, with the finnan of the 
PiiBha of Aleppo. A convoy of two soldiers was at once 
promised ns ; and at sanrise, next morning, they took the lead 
of our caravan. 

In order to appear more formidable, in case we should meet 
with robbers, we pat on oar Frank pantaloons, which had no 
other effect than to make the heat more intolerable. Bat wo 
formed rather a fierce cavalcade, ax armed men in all. Onr 
road followed the shore of the bay, having a narrow, uninha- 
bited flat, covered with thickets of myrtle and mastic, between 
OB and the monntuns. The two soldiera, more valiant than 
the gnard of Banias, rode in advance, and showed no signs of 
tear as we approached the suspicious places. The morning 
was del^htAillj clear, and the snow-crowned range of Tanms 
shone throt^b the soft vapors baa^g over the gnit In on% 
place, we skirted the shore for some distance, nuder a bank 
twenty feet in height, and so completely mantled with shrnb- 
bery, that a small army might have hidden in it. There were 
gnll^ at intervals, opening saddenly on onr path, and we 
kxriied np them, expectmg every moment to see the gleam of a 
Koordish gnn-barrel, or a Tarcomas spear, above the tops of 
the myrtles. 

Crossing a promontory which makes out fhun the moua- 
tains, we came npon the renowned plain of Issus, where Darini 
lost his kingdom to Alexander. On a low cliff overhanging 
the eea, there are the remains of a amgle tower of gray stone 
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Hm people In Scanderoon call it " Joa»ii*9 PfDat," aaA taj 
that it ma^g the spot where the Ifinerite was coBt sshcm bj 
the whale. [This makes three places on the SjrriBn coast 
where Jonah was romited forth.] The plain of Isbub is fran 
two to three miles long, bnt not more than half a mile wid& 
It is traversed hj a little liTcr, sopposed to be the ^nani^ 
which comes down throngh a tremendons cleft in the Akma 
Dagh. The ground seems too small for the battle-field oT mcb 
amdes as were engaged on the occasion. It is bounded on the 
north hj a low hill, separating it from the pliun of Balas, and 
Et is possible that AlezcmdeF may hare made choice of tliii 
position, leaving the unwieldy forces of Darius to attack him 
from the plun. His advantage would be greater, on account 
of the long, narrow form of the ground, which would prevent 
him from being engaged mtb more than a small portiou of the 
Fenoan army, at one time. The plain is now roseate with 
blooming oleanders, bnt almost entirely uncultivated. About 
midway there are the remains of an ancient qnay Jutting into 
the sea. 

Soon after lea^g the field of Issus, we reached the town 
of Baias, which is pleasantiy utnatod on the shore, at tha 
month of a river whose course throngh the plain is marked 
with rows of tall poplar trees. The walls of the town, and the 
white dome and minaret ot its mosqne, rose dazzlingly against 
the dark blue of the sea, and the purple streteh of the moui^ 
tains of Karamania. A single palm lifted its crest in the fbre- 
ground We dismounted for breakfast under the shade of aa 
old bridge which crosses the river. It was a charmhig qiot, 
the banks above and below bring overhung with <deaiidw, 
widte rose honeysuckle and clematis. The two goaidnmi 
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flnished tlie rem&ining half of oar Tnrcoman chenir, uidalmott 
exhaoBted our gapplj of bread. I gare one of them a dgar, 
vhicb he was at a loea how to Bmoke, nntU onr mnletMr 
■howed him. 

Balas was celebrated fifty fears ago, as the Tesideace of the 
robber chief, Kntchnk All, who, for a long time, brared thn 
aathority of the Porte itself. He was in the habit of levying 
a jear^ tribnte tm the caravan to Mecca, and the better to 
enforce bis dums, oftea aospeuded two or three of hie cap- 
tivea at the gates of the town, a daj or two before the caravan 
arrived. Several expeditions were sent against him, bnt he 
alwajB saoceeded in bribing the commanders, who, on thrir 
reton to Constautiiiople, made snoh representations that 
Entdiok AU, instead of being pnniahed, received one dignity 
after another, until finally he attained the ranlc of a Fasha of 
two tails. This emboldened him to commit enormities too 
great to be overlooked, and in 1819 Biuas was taken, and the 
atrodoos nest of land-piiates broken np. 

I knew that the town had been sacked on tlus occasion, bat 
was not prepared to find snch a complete pictnre of deaolalitML 
The place is snrroanded with a snbstantial wall, with two gate- 
vafs, on the north and sooth. A bazaar, covered with a iattj 
vaotted roof of sttme, runs directly throa^^ from gate to gate; 
and there was still a smell of spices in the air, on entering. 
inie masaiTe shops on either hand, with thm open doors, 
hivUed possession, and might readily be made habitable again, 
the great iron gates leadu^ from the bazaar into the khans 
ud courts, still swing on their rusty hinges. We rode into 
the Goort of the mosqne, which is snrroanded with a li^t and 
degant corridor, snpported bj pillars. The grass has as yet 
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bat partioUj inraded the mu'ble pavement, and a itone drink 
ing-trongh BtiU atanda io tlie txotto. I nrged mj horse up tht 
steps and into the door of the mosqae. It is in the tona of 
a Greek cross^ with a dtnne in the centre, resting on four reij 
el^ant pdnted arches. There is an elaborately gilded and 
painted gaUerj of wood over the entrance, ind the pulpit 
opposite is as well preserved aa if the nuUah had juat left it. 
Ont of the mosque we passed into a second court, and then 
over ft narrow bridge into the fortress. The moat is perfect 
ud the walla u complete as if Jost erected. Only the bottom 
Is dry, and now covered with a thicket of wild pomegranate 
trees. The heavy iron doors of the fortress swung half open, 
as we entered nnchallenged. The interior is almost entire 
and some of the cannon BtUl lie buried in the springing grass. 
The plan <tf the little town, which appears to have been all 
built at one time, is most admirable. The walls of drcoit, 
indnding the fbrtresE, cannot be more than 800 jords sqnare, 
and yet none f£ the characteristics of a large Oriental city are 
omitted. 

Leaving Baias, we travelled northward, over a waste, 
thongh fertile plain. The monntains on onr right made 
a grand appearance, with their feet mantled in myrtle, and thw 
tops plumed with pine. They rise from the sea with a long, 
bold sweep, bat each peak falls off in a precipice on the oppo- 
site side, as if the chain were the barrier of the world and 
there was nothing bnt space beyond. In the afternoon we 
1^ the plain for a belt of glorious garden land, made by 
itreams that came down from the monntains. We entered a 
lane embowered in pomegranate, white rose, clematis, sod 
other flowering vines and shmbs, and overarched by mperb 
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frfane, lime, and beech trees, cbained together with giant grape 
Tines. Oq eitlier side were fields of ripe wheat and bar- 
ley, mDlberr; orchards and groves of fruit trees, nnder the 
shade of wliich the Torkish fiuniliee sat or slept during the 
bot hmrs of the day. Birds aat^ in the boughs, and the 
guttling of water made a coal nndertone to their muBic Oat 
of fairyland where shall I see again snch lorely bowers ? We 
were glad when the soldiers anconnced that it was necessary 
to encamp there ; as we should find no other liabitations for 
more than twenty miles. 

Our tent was pitched under a grand sycamore, beside ■ 
swift mountain stream whicL almost made the circuit of our 
camp. Beyond the tope of the eim, beech, and fig groves, we 
saw the pictnresqne green summits of the lower raises of 
Giaoor Dagh, in the north-east, while over the sonthern 
meadows a golden gleam of sunshine lay upon the Gnlf of 
Scanderoon. The villi^ near ns was Gbaya, irhere there is « 
military station. The guards we had brought from Scaih 
deroon here left us ; but the commanding officer advised ds to 
laka othan on tJw morrow, aa the road was itill oi»sidered 
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Wb left OOF camp at Chaja at dawn, with an escort of three 
soldiers, which we borrowed from the guard stationed at that 
place. The path led along the shore, throngh clnmpa of 
DiTrtle beaten inland by the wind, and ronnded as smootblj as 
if they had been clipped by a gardener's shears. As we 
approached the head of the gnlf, the peaked snmmitB of Qlaoot 
Dagh, 10,000 feet in height, appeared in the north-east. Hie 
streams we forded swarmed with immense tront. A. brown 
hedgebc^ ran across oar road, but when I tonched him with 
the end of my pipe, rolled himself into an impervions baD of 
orickles. Soon after tnniing the head of the gulf, the road 
BWerred off to the west, and entered a narrow pass, between 
hills corered with thick oopse-wood. Here we came npon an 
andeat gateway of black lava stone, wtucb bean mftrks o( 
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great antiqmtr It la now colled JSora JCqm, tlw " Block 
Gate," and some Biii^K»e it to have been one of the eDdeot 
gates of Gill<n&. 

B^nd this, onr road led orer high, graasr hills, withont a 
sign of human haUtation, to the mined khan of Eoord Koolak. 
We dismonnted and unloaded oor b^gage in liia spacious 
stone aichway, and drove our beaetg into the dark, raolted 
hi^ behind. The bnilding was originally Intended for a 
magazine of supplies, and from the mined moeqne near it, 1 
so^ct it was formerly one of the caravan stations tor the 
pilgrims from Constautinople to Mecca. The weather was 
intenaelj hot and solti;, and onr animals were almost craey 
from the attacks of a large yellow gad-fly. After the noonday 
heat was over we descended to the first CiKcian plain, which ii 
bounded on the west by the range of Dnrdiin Dagfa. As we 
had now passed the most dangerous part of the road, we dis- 
miBsed the three soldiers and took bnt a single man witii as. 
The entire plun is covered with wild fennel, six to eight f^t in 
height, and literally blazing with its bloomy yellow tope. 
Riding through it, I conld barely look over them, and far and 
wide, OD all sides, spread a ^Iden sea, ont of which the long 
violet hills rose with the loveliest effect. Brown, shinii^ 
serpents, from fonr to six feet in length, frequently slid across 
our path. The pliun, which mast be sixty mUes In droumll^ 
reoce, is wholly nncnltivated, thoi^;h no land conld possibly be 
tidier. 

Oat <^ the region of fennel we passed into one of red and 
white clover, timothy grass and wild oats. The thistles were 
so huge as to resemble young palm-trees, and the salsL'^ of oar 
gwdwB grew rank and wild. At length v« dipped into the 
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erenlng ahadow of Dnrdan Dash, and reached tiiB rillnge at 
Koord Keni, on his lower al<^ As there was no place fin 
oar tent on the rank gnea of the plus w the steep side of the 
hni, we took forciUe posseBsion of the winnowing^fioOT, a flat 
terrace built ap under two B^camores, and BtiU GOTa«d witfc 
the chaff of the last threshing. The Zoords took the whola 
thing as a matter of conrae, and OTen bronght de a felt carpet 
to rest npOD. They came and seated themselTca aronnd as, 
ehatting sodably, while we lay in the tent-door, amokiiig the 
[upe of refreshment. The view over the wide golden plain, 
and the hills beyond, to the distant, snow-tipped peaks of 
Akma Dsgh, was saperb, aa the shadow of the monntais behini) 
u slowly lengthened over it, blotting ont the mellow lights of 
snnset. There were many fragments of pillars and c^tala of 
white marble built np in the bonaea, showing that thej occu- 
pied the site of some ancient village or temple. 

The next morning, we crossed Dordnn Dagh, and entered 
the great pliun of Oilicia. The range, after we had passed it, 
presented a grand, bold, broken oatlioe, blue in the morning 
rapor, and wreathed with shifting belts of clond. A stately 
castle, called the Palace of Serpents, on the anmmit of an 
isolated peak to the north, stood ont clear and high, in tht> 
midst of a circle of fog, like a phantom pictnre of the air. Hu 
River Jyhoon, the ancient Fyramns, which rises on the bordMi 
of Armenia, sweeps the western base of the monnttuns. It ii 
a larger stream than the Orontes, with a deep, rapid current, 
Bowii^ at the bottom of a bed lower than the level tf tht 
plain. In three hours, we reached Missis, the ancient Hop- 
■nestia, on the right bank of the river. There are extenrirt 
ndna on the left bank, which were probabljr those of the fbr 
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oaer dtj. The soil fbr som? distance aroond Is ecattere^ vitli 
tnvkeu pillars, capitals, and hewn stonea. The ancibiit biidgt 
■tin crosses the rirer, bat the central arch harii^ been broken 
awif, is replaced with a wooden platform. The modern town 
<M s fbrlorn place, and all the glorious plain aroand it is nncnl- 
ilrated. The view orer this plain was magnificent : nnbonnded 
towards the sea, bnt on the north girdled b^ the sublime range 
of Taoms, whose great snow-fields gleamed in the snn. In the 
afternoon, we reached the old bridge over the Jyhoon, at 
A.dami. The eastern bank is occupied with the graves of the 
fonner inhabitants, and there are at least fifteen acres of tomb- 
stones, as thickly planted as the graves can be dog. The fields 
of wheat and barley along the rirer are very rich, and at pre- 
sent the natives are bnsily occupied iu drawipg the sheaves or 
large sleds to the open threshing-fioors. 

The city is boilt over a low eminence, and its fbnr tall mina 
rets, with a nnmber of palm-trees rising from the mass ot 
hrowD brick walls, reminded me of Bgypt. At the end of th« 
bridge, we were met by one of the Quarantine ofDcers, who 
preceded ue, taking care that we touched nobody in the streets, 
to the Quarantine bnilding. This land quarantine, between 
Syria and Asia Minor, when the former country is free from 
auy epidemic, seems a most absurd thing. We were detained 
at Adana three days and a half, to be purified, before procee<t 
h^ further. Lately, the whole town was placed in quarantine 
br five days, because a Turkish Bey, who livea near Boias, 
mtered the gates without being noticed, and was found in the 
baiaaTS. The Qnarantine building was once a palace of the 
Paahas of Adana, but is now in a half-mined ooodition. l%a 
roomB an large ud airy, and tiieie is a spadom open diw 
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whiob oflbrcU ample shade and a cool breeze thronghoat tiic 
whole day. Fcrtnnately for na, there were only three permaa 
in Qoarantiiie, who occapied a room diatant &om ours. The 
Inspector was a very obliging person, and procured ns a tatde 
and two chairs. The only table to be had in the whole plsoe— 
a town <tf 15,000 inhabitants — belonged to an Italian mercbant^ 
who kindly gave it for oar nse. We employed a messenger te 
pnrchaae pronsiona in the bazaars ; and onr days passed 
qnietly in writing, smoking, and gazing indolently from onr 
windows npou the flowery plains beyond the town. Onr n^hts, . 
bowerer, were tormented by small white gnate, which stnng ns 
nnmercifDlIy. The physician of Qaarantine, Dr. Spagn(do, is a 
Venetian refugee, and formerly editor cf La Lega TtaUana, a 
paper published in Venice daring the revolution. He informed 
01 that, except the Princess Bel^oioso, who passed thronigh 
Adana on her way to Jernsalem, we were the only travellers 
he had seen for eleven months. 

After three days and four nights of gratefiil, because inTO> 
Inntary, indolence, Dr. Spagnolo gave ns pratique, and we lost 
QO time in getting nnder weigh again. We were the only 
occupants of Quarantine ; and as we moved ont of the pwtal 
of the old sera!, at snorise, no one was guarding h. Tba 
luspector and Mustapha, the messenger, took thfflr bat^- 
sheeshes with silent gratitude. The plain on the west nde cX 
the town is well cnltivated ; and as we rode along towards 
rarsns, I was charmed with the rich pastoral ur of the 
jcenery. It was like one of die midland landscapes tX Bng^ 
land, bathed in Sontbem sanshine. The beantifbl level, 
itretching away to the monntains, stood golden with the fldcb 
of wheat which the mapers were cutting. It was no loi^ec 
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bare, but dotted with orange groTea, clmnpg of Ih^, tnd. a 
namber of magmficent terebinth-trees, whoso dark, ronnded 
mafises of foliage remind one of the Northern ode. Gattlr 
were graong in the Btnbble, and horses, almost bnried under 
loads of fresh grass, met ns as thej passed to the citj. The 
fiheaTes were drawn to the threshing-floor on sleds, and we 
conld see the bosbandmen In the distance treading oat and 
winnowing the grain. Orer these bright, bn^ scenes, rose 
the lesser heights of the Taarns, and beyond them, mingled in 
white clonds, the snows of the crowning range. 

The road to Tarsus, which is eight honrs distant, lies over ao 
aabroken plun. Towards the sea, there are two tntnnll, resem- 
bling thme on the plains east of Antioch. Stone wells, with 
teoughs for watering horses, occur at intervals of three or four 
mOes ; bat there is Uttle cnltirstion after leaving the vidaity 
of Adana. l^e snn poored down an intense summer heat, and 
hundreds of la^e gad-flies, swarming aronnd as, drove the 
horses wild with their stings. Towards noon, we stopped 
at a little village for breakfast. We took possession of a 
■hop, which the good-natored merchant offered na, and were 
abont to qtread onr provisions npon the connter, when th| 
gnats and mosqmtoes fairly drove as awaj. We at once wen) 
forward in search of a better place, which gave occasion to onr 
chief mnkkdree, Hadji Toossnf, for a violent remonstrance 
The terms of the I^;reement at Aleppo gave the entire contrd 
of the jonme; into oar own hands, and the Hadji now soagh< 
to violate it. He protested gainst onr travelling more thai 
6x hours a day, and conducted himself so insolently, that wt 
threatened to take him before the Pasha of Tarsns. Thii 
lilenGed him for the time ; bnt we hato him so cordinlly mnct 
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then, that I foresee we sball have more tronble. la the afUir 
QooD, a gust, sweeping along the udes of TanniB, oocded the air 
and afforded ns a little reliet 

By three o'clock we reached the Blrer CTdnus, wluch is 
bare of trees on its eaatem side, bnt flows between buika 
M)Tered with grass and shraba. It is still spanned hj the 
ancient bridge, and the mnles now step in the hollow rats wtvn 
long ago hj Roman and Byzantine chariot wheels. The stream 
is not naore than thirty yards broad, bnt has a very full and 
rajnd corrent of a bloiah-white color, ftom the snows which feed 
it I rode down to the brink and drank a cnp of the water. 
It was ezceedii^y cold, and I do not wonder that a bath in it 
abonld have killed the Emperor Barbarossa. From the lop of 
the bridge, there is a lorely view, down the stream, where it 
washes a fringe of willows and heavy frnit-trees on its western 
bank, and then winds away throi^h the grassy plain, to the 
sea. For once, my fancy ran parallel with the inspiration of the 
scene. I could think of nothing bnt the galley of Cleopatra 
dowly Btenuning the current of the stream, its silken sails filled 
with the sea-breeze, its gilded oars keeping time to the Antes, 
whose Tolnptnons melodies floated far ont over the vernal 
meadows. Tarsus was probably ahnoat hidden then, as now, 
by its gardens, except just where it touched the river ; and tha 
dazzling vision of the Egyptian Qaeen, as she came np con- 
qnering and to conquer, mnat have been all the more bewildw 
iug, from the lovely bowers throngh which she sailed. 

From the bridge an ancient road still leads to the flld 
Byzantine gate of Tarsus. Part of the town is nnrmnpnnnnd 
by a wall, built by the Caliph Haroaa Al-Baschid, and then 
b a mined fortress, which is attributed to Hnltan B^jaut 
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Bmall rtreama, farooght tnm the CjdnoB, traTeTse the Mtlroiii. 
and, with uch a fertile boU, the loxnriuice of the garden* Ii 
whicii the city lies buried is almost' incredible. In our ramblea 
(d search of a, place to pitch the tent, we entered a eaperb 
^rang&orchard, the fiiUage <£ which made a perpetual twilight 
Manj of the tnmk§ were two feet in diameter. The hoDBe§ 
are meetly of one story, and the mat«riala are almoet wholly 
b(«Towed from the ancient city. Pillars, capitals, &agmeati 
at onuices and entablatoree abound. I noticed here, as in 
A.dana, a high wooden frame on the top of erery house, raised 
a tew steps above the roo^ and covered with light mnsliii, like 
a pmtable bathing-hooae. Here the people pat vp their beds 
in Uie evening, sleep, and come down to the roofs in the morn- 
ing — on excellent plan for getting better air in these malariooa 
plains and escaping from fleas and mc^oitoes. In oar search 
for the Armenian Charch, which Is said to have been fonnded 
by St. Paol ("Saal of Tarsos"), we came apon a mosque, 
which had been originally a Christian Charch, of Greek times 
From the top of a mound, whereapon stand the remains (rf sji 
ancient drcnlar edifice, we obtained a fine view of the city and 
plain (tf Tarsus. A few houses or clnsterH of houses stood 
here and there like reefs amid the billowy green, and the mina- 
rets — one of them with a neat of young storks on its very 
Bommit — rose like the masts of sunken ships. Some palms 
lifted their tufted heads from the gardens, beyond which the 
great plain extended from the mountains to the sea. The 
tomulns near Mersyn, the port of Tarsus, was plainly visible. 
Two hours &om Mersyu are the rains of Fompaiopolis, the 
Ume givea by Pompey to the town of Soli, after his conquest 
t£ the Cilician pirates. FrCKn Soli, on account of the bad 
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Greek qwkea by ita lahftMtantB, cune the term " M^edmi." 
The raitu of PompeiopolU consist of a theatre, temples, and « 
nnmber of bouses, still in gfood preserration. THu irbsHa 
coast, as for as Aleya, three handred miles west of this, is uid 
to aboond with rained cities, and I regret excoodiaglj that 
time will not permit me to explore it. 

While searcMog for the aa^nlldes abont Tarsns, I accosted 
a man in a Frank dress, who prOTed to be the Neapiditan 
ConsoL He tdlA ns that the most remarkable relio was the 
Dvniktatk (the Roond Stone), and procnred ns a goide. It 
lies in a garden near the city, and is certainly one d the most 
remarkable mounmeuts in the East. It consists of a square 
inclosnre of solid masonry, 850 feet long by 150 feet wide, the 
walls of which are eighteen feet in thickaees and tven^ feet 
high. It appears to have been originally a solid mass, without 
entrance, bnt a passage has been broken in one place, and in 
another there is a split or fissure, evidently produced by an 
earthquake. The material is rongh stone, brick and mortar. 
Inside of the indosare are two detached sqoare maases of 
masonry, of equal height, and probably eighty feet on a side, 
without opening of any kind. One of them has been pierced 
at the bottom, a steep passage leading to a pit or well, but the 
sides of the passage thus broken indicate that the whole strao 
tore is one solid mass. It is geuerally supposed that they 
were intended as tombs : but of whom f There is no sign by 
which they may be recf^piized, and, what is mon aiogukr, nc 
tradition concerning them. 

Fhe day we reached Tarsus was the first oS the Torkiah fasfr 
D(mth of Bomasanj the inhabitants baring seen fie new mora 
the night before. At Adana, where they did not keep such • 
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doM look-out, the hat had not commenced. Daring Its oon 
tinaance, which is from twenty-eight to twoatjr-nine dajs, m 
Miusalman dares eat, drink, or emoke, from an hour befon 
Bonriae till half an hont after snnset. The Mobammedai 
Dtonths an Innar, and each month makes the whole round of 
the Beaaons, once in thirty-tliree feara. When, tirarefore, the 
Etamaean comee in midBammer, as at present, the fdlfllment of 
this fest is a great trial, eren to the strongest and most deront. 
Eighteen honrs without meat or drink, and what is s^ worse 
to a genuine Tnrk, without a pipe, is a ri^d test of faith. 
The rich do the heet tbc^ can to &roid it, bj feasting all night 
and Bleeping all day, bat the poor, who mast perform their 
daily arocations, as nsaal, snfTer exceedingly. In walking 
throngh Tarsus I saw many wretched faces in the bEizaara, and 
the gnide who accompanied na had a painfully famished air. 
Fortunately the Koran expressly permits iDvaUds, children, and 
traTellers to disregard the fast, so that although we eat and 
driok when we like, we are none the less looked upon as good 
Mnssalmans. Abont dark a gun is fired and a rocket sent up 
from the mosque, announcing the termination of the day's fast. 
"Rie meals are ah'«ady prepared, the pipes filled, the coffee 
nuokes in the fiajam, and the echoes hare not died away not 
the last sparks of the rocket become extinct, before half the 
inhabitants are satisfying their hunger, thirst and smoke-lust. 

We left Tarsus this morning, and are now encamped among 
the pines of Mount Taams. I^e last flush of sunset is &ding 
frctn his eternal snows, and I drop my pen to eqjoy the sileoci 
of twiligfat in this monntain solitude. 



;d by Google 



m LAMM or m suicnt. 



CHAPTER XTIII. 

TBI PASS or IfOVirT TAITBirB. 

WaceHrth* T«nrn»— TnToommnt— TorMiao«n«Fy— the Fmlioa of Pia— ni«n ■•b» 
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t of eoBoBTJ—i Futoral Tatlej— KdU Kuhlk— A Seierted Khiui— A Qoeit !■ 
F— novut— 'Tha Plftln gr KHituDwila— Birren HiUi— The Tvirn of In(tt— 



SrBiKniG our teut in the gardens of Tarsus, we again crOBged 
the Gydnna, iwd took a northera conrse acrosa the plaio. Thi 
long line of Tanma rose before ns, seemingly dirided into fbni 
guccessiTe ranges, the highest of which was folded in cloods ; 
only the long streaks of snow, filling the ravines, b^g risible. 
The ontlinea of these ranges were very fine, the warmg line 
of the HommitB cut here and there by precipitous gorges— the 
gateways of rirers that came down to the plain. In about two 
hours, we entered the lower hills. They are barren and stony, 
with a white, chalky soil ; bat the valleys were filled witk 
myrtle, oleander, and lauristinus in bloom, and lavendor gm 
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ill great profnaion on the hill-sides. The flowers >f the olean 
dor gave ont e> deUcate, almoDd-like fragrance, and grew in 
such dense clnsters as freqnently to hide the foliage. I amnsed 
myself with finding a derivadon of the name of this beaatifnl 
plant, which may answer nntil somebody discoTers a better one. 
Hero, when the corpse of her lover was cast ashore by thi 
vaves, buried him ander an oleander bush, where she waa 
accustomed to sit daily, and lament over his nntimely fato. 
Isow, a foreign horticnltniiBt, happening to pass by when the 
ehmb was in blossom, was mnch strnck with its beanty, and 
asked Hero what it was called. Bat she, absorbed in grief^ 
and thinking only of her lover, clasped her hands, and sighec 
out: "O Iieanderl Leander!" which the hordcnltnrist 
immediately entered in liis nofe-book as the name of the shmb ; 
and by that name it is known, to the present time. 

For two or three hoars, the scenery was rather tame, the 
higher smnmits being obscnred with a thunder-cload. Towards 
noon, however, we passed the fir^t chain, and saw, acroes a 
strip of rolling land intervening, the grand ramparts of the 
second, looming dark and large nnder the clonds. A circalar 
watch-tower of white stone, standing on the snmmit of a prth 
montory at the mouth of a gorge on onr right, flashed ont 
Ixddly agunst the storm. We stopped nnder an oak-tree to 
take breakfast ; bat there was no water ; and two Torks, who 
were resting while their horses grazed in the meadow, told as 
we Bhonld find a good spring half a mile farther. We ascended 
s long slope, covered with wheat-fields, where nnmbers of Tni^ 
eomau reisers were busy at work, passed their black tents, 
nrronnded with droves of sheep and goats, and reached a ntde 
■tone fountain of good water, where two companies of theer 
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people had stopped to rest, on their way to the mont l^ns. It 
was the time of noon prajsn, and they went throngh Ibeb 
derotions with great solemoity. We nestled deep in a bed of 
myFties, while we breakbsted ; for the skj was cloaded, and the 
wind blow cool and fresh from the region ot rain above no. 
Some of the l^ircomana asked m for bread, and wen Terj 
gratefnl when we gave it to them. 

In the afternoon, we came into a higher and wilder region, 
where the road led through thickets of wild olire, holly, oak, 
and laoristinns, with occasional groves of pine. What a joy I 
felt In hearing, once more, the grand song of my fitvorite tree I 
Oar way was a woodland road ; a storm bad passed over the 
re^on in the morning ; the earth was Btill fresh and moist, and 
there was an aromatic smell of Ibares in the air. We tamed 
westward into the entrance of a deep valley, over which hung 
a perpendicolar cliff of gray and red rock, fashioned by natnre 
80 as to resemble a vast fortress, with windows, portals and 
projecting bastions. Francois displayed his knowledge of 
mythology, by declaring it to be the Palace of Pan. While 
we were carrying oat the idea, by making chambers for the 
FaoDS and Nymphs in the basement story of ihe precipice, the 
path wound arooud the Scolder <tf the monn'^ain, and the ^en 
spread away before as, branching np into 1 >ftier rtagea, di» 
closing throngh its gateway of cliffs, rimng out of the steeps 
of pine forest, a sublime vista of bine monntain peaks, climb- 
ing to the t<9most snows. It was a magnificent Alpine land- 
•cope, more glowing and rich than Switzerland, yet equalling it 
to all the loftier characteristics of monntiun scenery. Another 
uid greater precipice towered over us on the rl^t, and thi 
black eaKlw which had made thair eyries in Iti nidied aai 
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cavemed ranlts, were wheeling aronnd its erest A bmich of 
the Cydcos foamed alon^ the bottom of the gorge, and some 
ToTcoman boys were tending their herds on its bankji. 

Further ap the glen, we foand a fbantain of delicioiu water, 
beside the deserted Chan of Mezarlnk, and there encamped 
for the night. Onr tent was pitched on the monntain side, 
Dear a fonntua of the coolest, clearest and sweetest water I 
have seen in all the East. There was perfect silence among 
the monntaina, and the place was as lonely as it was snblime. 
The night was cool and fresh ; bat I conld not sleep antil 
towards mommg. When I opened my belated eyes, the tall 
peaks on the opposite side of the glen were girdled below their 
waists with the flood of a sparkling snnrise. The sky was 
pare as crystal, except a soft white fleece that ruled the snowy 
[HDnacles of Tanrns, folding and nnfolding, risii^ and sinkii^, 
as if to make their beanty still more attractlre by the partial 
ctmcealment. The morning air was almost cold, bat so pare 
uid bracing — so aromatic with the healthy breath of the pines — 
that I took it down in the follest possible draoghts. 

We rode ap the glen, following the coarse of the Qydnnn, 
throagb scenery of the wildest and most romantic character. 
The bases of the moant^ns were completely enveloped in 
forests of pine, bnt their aammits rose in precipitons cn^ 
many hundreds (rf feet in height, hanging above oar rery heads 
Even after the san was five boars high, their shadows fell npon 
u from the oppodte side of the glen. Mzed with the pine 
were occasional oaks, an nndei^jowtb of hawthorn in bloom, 
and shmbs covered with yeflow and white flowws. 0*er these 
d» wild grape threw Hi rich festoons, filling th» air mi& 
nqidiite fragnum. 
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Ont of this gloD, we passed into another, still nsnower and 
wilder. The road was the old Roman way, and in tolwaUs 
condition, though it had evidently not been mended tor maoj 
ccntnries. In half an honr, the pass opened, disolodnp an 
enonnQnH peak in front of as, crowned with the mins at ao 
ancient fortress of considerable extent. The poalioa vns 
almost impr^^ble, the monntain dropping on one dde Into a 
precipice fire handred feet in perpendicolar height, nndsr 
the clifis of the loftiest rit^, there was a terrace planted with 
walnnt-trees : a charming little hamlet in the wilderness. "WM 
ejcamore-trees, with white trunks and bright green foliage, 
shaded the fbamj twists of the Oydnos, as it plnnged down it« 
diScolt bed. The pine throst its roots into the naked preci- 
pices, and &om their snmmits hung ont over the great abysM 
below. I thoi^ht of (Enone's 

" tall, dark pines, Out fringed the oraggj ladgs 

Hlf^ over the blae gorge, and all between 
The BQOWjr peak uid suow-white cataraot 
Fostered the oallov eaglet ;" 

and OM^mly she had on Mount Ida no more beastaflil Ima 
than these. 

We had doubled the Crag of the Fortress, when the pau 
uloeed before us, shot in by two immense precipices of sheer, 
barren rock, more than a thousand feet in height. Yast frap 
ments, fallen from above, choked np the entrance, whence the 
Cydnns, spoutii^; forth in foam, leaped into the defile. 1^ 
nncieut road was completely destroyed, bat traces of It wen 
to be seen on the rocka, ten feet above the present bed of tlu 
stream, and on the broken masEes which had been hnrled E>elow. 
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nie path wound with difficnlty among these wrei'lu, and Um 
inei^d iDto the stream itself, as we entered the gateway. A 
violent wind blew in onr faces as we rode tbrongh the strait, 
which is liot ten yards in breadth, while its walls rise to the 
region of the clonds. In a few minutes we had traversed it, 
amd stood looking back on the enonnoos gap. There were 
Bereral Oreek tablets cnt in the rock above the old road, bat 
BO defoced as to be iHe^ble. This is aodODbtedly the princi- 
pal gate of the Tanrns, and the pass throi^h which the armies 
of Gyros and Alexander entered Gilicia. 

Beyond the gate the moontaine retreated, and we cUmbed 
op a little dell, past two or three Tarcoman hooaes, to the top 
of a hin, whence opened a view of the principal range, now 
close at hand. Hie monntains in front were clothed with dark 
oedars to their very tops, and the snow-flelds behind them 
leemed daTzlingly bright and near. Oar conrse fbr several 
miles now lay through a more open valley, drained by the 
apper waters of the Cydnns. On two opposing terraces of 
the moaatain chains are two fortresses, boilt by Ibraham 
- Pasha, bat now wholly deserted. They are large and well- 
constmcted works of stooe, and anrronnded by rains of stables, 
oreas, and the rode houses of the soldiery. Pasdng between 
these, we ascended to the shelf dividing the waters of the 
Cydnns and the Sihoon. From the pcrint where the slope 
descends to the latter river, there opened before me one of the 
most gloriona landscapes I ever beheld. 7 stood at the 
extremity of a long hollow or depressioD between the two 
ranges of the Tanrus — not a valley, for it was divided by deep 
clovea chasnu, heomied In by steeps overgrown with cedan. 
On n^ right rose a sublime chain, soaring far oat of the region 
11 
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of trees, and UftiDg its peaked Bammite of gnj rock into tiK 
;kj. Acotlier chun, nearly as loftj, bat not bo broken, not 
iritb snch large, imposing features, overhung me on the left ; 
and far in firCHit, filling np tbe magniflcent vista — filling np aU 
between tbe lower steeps, crowned with pbe, and the ToanJ 
white clonds haagi)^ on the verge of heaven — were the shining 
snows of the Tanros. Great God, how shall I deacribe tbe 
grandenr of that view I How draw the wooderfal ontlines of 
those moantoins I How paint the airj hae of violet-gray, the 
soft white lights, tbe thoosandfold pencillings of mellow shadow, 
tbe height, the depth, the fitr-reaching vastness of the land 
scape ! 

In the middle distance, a great bine gorge passed transveraelj 
across the two ranges and the region between. This, aa I 
rigbtl; conjectured, was the bed of the Sihoon. Onr road led 
downward throngh groves of fragrant cedars, and we travelled 
thns for two hours before reaching the river. Taking a north- 
ward course np his banks, we reached the second of the Pj^ 
Cilida before sunset. It is on a grander scale than the first 
gate, though not so startling and violent in ite features. Tbe 
bare walla on either side fall sheer to tbe water, and tbe road, 
crossing the Sihoon by a lofty bridge of a single arch, is cat 
along the face of the rock. Near the bridge a sabterranean 
stream, almost as large as the river, borsts forth from the solid 
heart of the monntun. On either mde gigantic masses of roc^ 
with here and there a pine to adorn their sterility, tower to 
the height of 6,000 feet, in some places almost perpendiimW 
from summit to base. They are worn and broken into aQ 
hntastic forms. There are pyramids, towers, bastions, minft 
rats, and long, sharp spires, splintered and Ja^ed as tha tar 
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reta of an iceberg. I Iiare seen higher nurautaiLs, but I bars 
oever seen Aoy which looked so high as these. We camped oa 
n narrow plot of ground, in the Ter; heart of the tremendotu 
go^e. A soldier, passing along at dusk, told as that a mer 
chant and hiH servant were mnrdered in the same place last 
winter, and advised db to keep vatch. Bnt we slept safely all 
night, while the stars sparkled over the chasm, and slips of 
mistj dond hnng low on the thonaand pinnacles of rode 

When I awoke, the gorge lay in deep shadow ; but high np 
on the western monntun, above the euormoas black pyramidi 
that arose from the river, the topmMt pinnacles of rock 
fiparkled like molt«n silver, in the foil gash of sanriM. "nie 
great moontain, bloddi^ np the gorge behind ns, was bathed 
almost to its foot in the rays, and, seen through such a dark 
rista, was gloHfled beyond all other monntains of Earth. The 
air was piercingly cold and keen, and I could scarcely bear the 
water of the Sihoon on my ann-inflamed face. There was a 
little spring not &r off, from which we obtuned sufficient water 
to drink, the river being too mnddy. The spring was bnt a 
thread ooring troiD the m^ ; bat the Hadji collected it in hand- 
fnls, which he emptied into his water«Un, and then bronght 
tone. 

Thb morning Hght gave a still finer effect to the manifold 
forms of the moantains than that of the afternoon son. The 
soft gray hue of the rocks shone clearly against the clondlew 
sky, fretted all over with the shadows thrown by their inn*- 
merable spires and Jutting pcnnts, and by the natnral archei 
scooped out under the cliffs. After travelling less than as 
bonr, we passed the riven walls of the mighty gateway, uid 
rode again under the shade of pine foreats. The hdght of thf 
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monataiuB now gradaallj diminlBhed, and their sides, o 
with pine and cedar, became less broken and abrapt. ^M 
Bnmnits, nevertheless, still retained the same rocky spine, 
shooting np into tall, single towers, or loi^ lines of even pars' 
pets Occasionally, through gaps between, we cangbt gUnqmi 
of the snow-fields, dEizslingly high and white. 

After travelliDg eight or nine miles, we emerged from the 
pass, and left the Siboon at a place called Chiftlik Khan— • 
stone bnOding, with a small fort alining, wherdn flfleea 
splendid bronze cannon taj Delected on their broken and rot- 
ting carriages. As we crossed the stone bridge over Hie river, 
a valley opened anddenly on the left, disclomng the whole range 
of the Tanros, which we now saw on its northern side, a vast 
stretch of rocky spires, with sparkling snow-fields between, and 
long ravines filled with snow, extending far down between the 
dark blae cliffs and the dark green plnmi^ of the cedars. 

Immediately after pas«ng the central chain of the Tanms, 
the character of the scenery changed. The heights were 
rounded, the rocky strata only appearing on the higher peaks, 
and the slopes of loose soil were deeply cnt and scarred by th« 
tains of ages. Both in appearance, especially in the scattered 
growth of trees dotted over the dark red soil, and in their for- 
mation, these mountains strongly resemble the middle rangea 
of the Califomiau Sierra Nevada. We climbed a long, winding 
glen, nntil we had attained a considerable height, when the 
road reached a dividing ridge, pving us a view of a de^ 
valley, beyond which a chain of barren moontEuns rose to the 
height of some five thousand feet. As we descended the rocky 
path, a little caravan of aases and males clambered np to meet 
01^ aloug the brinks of steep gulfs. The narrow strip of 
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bottom land along the stream was planted with ^'e, dow in 
head, and rolling in silvery wares before the wind. 

After onr Doouda; halt, we went over the hills to aDOthei 
Btream, which came ftom the north-west. Its raHey was 
broader aod greeoer than that we had left, atid the hills ii]cIo» 
ing it had soft and nndalatii^ ontlines. They were bare of 
trees, bnt colored a pale green by their thin clothing of grass 
and herbs. In this valley the season was so late, owing to it* 
height above the sea, that the early spring-flowers were yet 
in bloom. Poppies flamed amoi^ the wheat, and the banks of 
the stream were brilliant with patches of a creeping plant, 
with a bright pnrple blossom. The asphodel grew in great 
profusion, and an iry-leaved shmb, covered with flakes of wliite 
oloom, made the ait f^nt with its fragrance. Still farther np, 
we came to orchards of walnut and plnm trees, and vineyards 
There were no houses, bat the innabitants, who were mostly 
Turcomans, lire in Tillages during the winter, and In sommer 
pitch their tents od the mountains where they pastore their 
Bocks. Directly over this qoiet pastoral vale towered the 
Taurus, and I looked at once on its seclnded loveliness and on 
the wintry heights, whose bleak and sublime heads were 
mantled in cionds. From no point is there a more imposmg 
view of the whole snowy range. Near the head of the valley 
we passed a large Turcoman encampment, snrronnded with 
herds of sheep and cattle. 

We halted for the evening at a place called Kolfl-Eoshla — 
an immense fortress- village, resembling Balas, and like it, 
vholly deserted. Near it there is a small town of very 
neat houses, which is also deserted, the inhabitants having 
{One into the monntains with their flocks. I walked throogk 
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the fortreGs, which is a maseire bailding of stooe, about 50C 
bet aqnare, erected by Saltan Morad as a resting-place for tb« 
earavans to Mecca. It has two spacions portals, in which tht 
iron doors are still han^ng, connected by a Tanlted passi^, 
twenty feet high and fort; wide, with bazaars on each ^e. 
Side gatewaja open into large coorta, siuTOanded with arched 
chambers. There is a mosque entire, with its pnlpit and 
galleries, and the gilded crescent still glittering over its dome 
Behind it la a bath, containing ap entrance hall and half a 
dozen chambers, in which the water-pipes and stone tanks still 
remtuD. With a little alteration, the boildiog would make a 
capital Phalanstery, where the Fonrierites might try that 
experiment without contact with Society. There is no field 
for them eqoal to Asia Minor — a glorions region, abounding in 
natural wealth, almost depopulated, and containing a great 
number of Fhalangtories ready built. 

We succeeded in getting some eggs, fowls, and milk from an 
old Turcoman who had charge of the village. A man who 
rode by on a donkey sold as a b^ of yaomrt (sour milk-curds), 
which was deliaoos, notwithstanding the snapidous a|q)earanca 
of the ba^. It was made before the cream had been removed, 
and was very rich and nourishing. The old Turcoman sat 
down and watched ns while we at«, but would not join us, oa 
these wandering tribes are very strict in keeping Ramazan. 
Whw we had reached onr dessert — a plate of One ohOTries — 
another white-bearded and dignified gentleman visited us. We 
Landed him the cherries, expecting that he would take a few 
and politely return the diah : but' do aach thing. He codty 
produced his handkerchief emptied everything into it, and 
marched off He also did not veuture to eat, although we 
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pcuDted to the Tanrna, on whose upper anows the hit gleun of 
daylight wu Joat melting away. 

We arose this morning in a dark, cloodj dawn, ^ere WM 
K heaT7 black storm hanging low in the west, and another was 
gathering its forces along the mountains behind ns. A. cold 
wind blew down the valley, and long peals of thonder rolled 
grandly among the gorgee of Tanrns. An isolated hill, 
crowued with a shattered crag which bore a striking resem- 
blance to a rained fortress, stood oat black and sharp agtunst 
the far, misty, snnht peaks. As fi^ as the springs were yet 
nndried, the land was covered with flowers. In one place I 
saw a lai^ square plot of the most brilliant crimson hue, 
bnrning amid the green wheat-fields, as if some Tyrian mantle 
had been flang there. The long, harmoniOQB slopes and 
roonded SDmrnits of the hills were covered with drifts of a 
beaatifol purple clover, and a diminative variety of the oeMUea, 
or yarrow, with glowing yellow blossoms. The leaves had a 
pleasant aromatic odor, and filled the air with their refreshiiig 
breath, aa they were crashed nnder the hoofs of oar horses. 

We had now reached the highest ridge of the hilly country 
along the northern base of Tannis, and saw, far and wide 
before ns, the great central plain of Earamania. Two isolated 
monntaine, at forty or fifty miles distance, broke the monotony 
of the desert-like level : Eara Dagh in the west, and the snow- 
capped summits of Hassan Dagh in the north-east. Beyond 
the latter, we tried to catch a glimpse of the famons Mona 
Argseiis, at the base of which is Eiusariyeh, the andent Ciesarea 
of Gappadocia. This mountain, which is 18,000 feet high, ii 
the loftiest peak of Asia Minor. The clouds hung low on tbe 
boticOD, and the runs were falling, veiling it &om our sight 
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Out road, for the remainder of the day, waa iver baiT«ii 
bills, covered with scanty herbage. The son shone oat iutense- 
ly hot, and the glare of the white soil waa exceedioglj paicfnl 
to my eyes. The locality of Er^li was betrayed, some time 
before we reached it, by ita dark-green belt of froit trees It 
stands in the month of a narrow valley which winds down 
fVom the Tanms, and is watered by a large rapid stream that 
finally loses itself ia the lakes and morasses of the plain. 
There had been a heavy Mack thuuder-cload gathering, and as 
we reached onr camping-ground, under some fine walnnt-treea 
near the stream, a sndden blast of cold wind swept oyer the 
town, filling the air with dost. We pitched the tent in all 
haste, expecting a storm, but the rain finally passed to 
the northward. We then took a walk through the town, 
which is a forlorn place. A spacions khan, built apparently 
for the Mecca pilgrims, is in rnina, but the mosqae has an 
exquisite minaret, eighty feet high, and still bearing traces of 
the devices, in bine tiles, which once covered it. The shops 
were mostly closed, and in those which were still open the 
owners lay at full length on their bellies, their faces gannl 
with fasting. They seemed annoyed at onr troabling them, 
even with purchases. One wonld have thought that soma 
fearful pestilence had fallen npon the town. The cobblers 
only, who somewhat languidly plied their implements, seemed 
to retain a little life. The few Jews and Armenians smoked 
their pipes in a tantalizing manner, in the very faces of the 
poor MoGsulmans. We bonght an oka of excellent cherries, 
which we were cruel enough to taste in the streets, before the 
hungry eytis of the suffering merchants. 

This evening the asses belonging to *be place were driven it 
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from pasture — ^fonr or fire houdred in all ; and anch a show at 
cnriona asinine specimeiiB as I never before beheld. A Derrish, 
who was with ns in QnarantiDe, at Adana, has just arriTed. He 
had lost his tukeri (passport), and on issuing forth porified. 
was cast into prison. Finally he found some one who knew 
him, and procured bis release. He bad come on foot to this 
place in fire days, snflering many prirations, baring been forty- 
eight honrs without food. He is bonnd to Konia, on a pil- 
grimage to the tomb of Hazret Uerlana, the founder of the 
sect of dancing Derrisbes. We gare him food, in return foi 
which be taught me the formula of his prayers. He tells me I 
should always pronounce the name of- Allah when my horse 
stumbles, or I see a man in danger of bis life, as the worl has 
a saring power. Ha<^i Yonssnf, who has jnst been begging 
for an adrance of twenty piastres to buy grain for bis horses, 
swore " by the pardon of Qod " that he would sell the lame 
borse at Konia and get a better one. W( bare lost all confi- 
dence in tlie old villain's promises, but the poor beasts shall 
not snfiei for his delinquencies. 

Our tent is in a charming spot, and, &om withont, makes a 
picture to be remembered. The yellow illumination from 
within strikes on the under sides of the walnnt boughs, while 
the moonlight silrers them &om abore. Beyond gardens 
where the nightingales are singing, the tall minaret of Eregli 
stands rexealed in the rapory glow. The night is too sweet 
Mid balmy for sleep, and yet I must close my eyes upon it, foi 
tbe hot pleJns of Karamania await us to-morrow. 
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OHAPTER XIX 

fHI PLAIHS or KAEAMANtA, 

nt rUai of Ku«iii4nta— An«ni»ea Hut— A Well— ToIbuiIb Hi miwn Fm 

Mnnftr— A Onod Btdiwd Kbu— llwiallfht Pktan— A Ludiupi of th* IUa»' 
Wni**— A Sbort InMrrlav— n* TQUta of UmO— TUid Dmf oa thi riiMi 



KonA, OkplUl of Einmuila, Aidoy, Ah IC| IHi. 

FKAK901B awoke oa &t the break of day, at Eregli, as we 
had a journey of twelve honrs before ns. Passing through the 
town, we traversed a narrow belt of garden and orchard land, 
and entered the great plun of Karamania. Onr road led at 
first northward towards a range called Kara^ja Dagh, and 
then skirted its base westward. After three hoars' travel we 
passed a vill^e of neat, whitewashed hooses, which were 
entirely deserted, all the inhabitants having gone off to the 
tnonnttuns. There were some herds scattered over the plain, 
near the village. As the day wore on, the wind, which had 
been chill in the morning, ceased, and the air became hot and 
■nltry. tbe glare from the white soil was so painfnl Uiat I 
wa« obliged to close my eyes, and go ran a continnal risk of 
falUng adeep and tumbling &om ray horse. Tiiia, drowsy and 
half nnconadoQS of my whereabonts, T rode on in the heat »ai 
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arid lOeiux of the pUin until noon, when we reached * well 
It waa a ihait, Bunk aboot tUrt; feet deep, with a long, slop 
lag giOaj slanting off to the anrface. The well was nearlj 
dry, but bj descending the gallery we obtained a snlBcient 
■apply of cold, pnre water. We breakfasted in the shaded 
doorway, sharing onr provisions with a Turcoman bo;, who 
wa* accompanjing his father to Eregli with a load of salt. 

Our road now crossed a long, barren pass, between twc 
parts of KaradJB Dagh. Near the northern mde there was • 
salt lake of one hnndred yards in diameter, snnk in a deep 
natural basin. The water was intensely saline. On the other 
nde of the road, and a quarter of a mile distant, is an extinct 
rdcano, the crater of which, near two hnndred feet deep, is a 
salt lake, with a trachytic cone three hnndred feet high rising 
from the centre. From the slope of the mountain we over 
looked another and somewhat deeper plain, extending to the 
north and west. It was bounded by broken peaks, all of 
which betrayed a Tolcanic or%in. Far before no we saw thb 
tower on the hill of Eara-boanar, our resting-place for the 
night. The road thither was over a barren plain, cheered here 
and there by patches of a cnshion-Jike plant, which was covered 
with pink blossoms. Mr. Harrison scared up some coveys of 
the frankolin, a large bird resembling the pheasant, and 
nriched onr larder with a dozen starlings. 

Kara-bouoar is built oa the dope of a monnd, at the foot of 
which stands a spacious mosque, visible far over the plaio. It 
hai a dome, and two tall, pencil-like towers, mntilar to those of 
tiie CStadel-moeque of Oairo. Near it are the remams of a 
BMgnificeiit khan^ortress, said to nave oeeu built by tne enuiMA 
flf OM of the former Sultans, As there was no water in th* 
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wells ontside uf tbe town, we entered the kbau and pitched du 
tent in its gntsB-grown conrt Six square pillars of hewn sbme 
made ao aisle t« our door, and the lofty, roofless walls oF tbe 
conrt, 100 hj 150 feet, inclosed as. Another coart, of similai 
size, commnnicated with it by a broad portal, and the reioaiiu 
of baths and bazaars lay beyond. A haodsome stone ibdntain, 
with two streams of mnning water, stood in ^^ont of the khan. 
We were royally lodged, bnt ahuost starred in our splendor, 
ss only two or three Turcomans remained out of two thousand 
(who had go^eofif with their herds to the moon tuns), and they 
were unable to fhmish us with prorisjons. Bnt for our franko- 
lins and atarliugs we shoald have gone fasting. 

The mosque was a beantifnl strnctnre of white limestone, 
and the galleries <tf its minarets were adorned with rich an^ 
besque ornaments. While the muezzin was crying his sunset 
call to prayer, I entered the portico and looked into the inte- 
rior, which was so bare as to appear incomplete. As we sat 
in onr palace-court, after dinner, the moon arose, lighting np 
the niches in the walls, the clusters of windows in the immense 
eastern gable, and the rows of massire colomns. The large 
dimensioDS of the building gave it a truly grand effect, and but 
for the wbinc of a distant jackal I could have believed that we 
were ntting in the aisles of a roofless Gotiiic cathedral, in the 
heart of Enrope. Franqoui was somewhat fearfnl of thieves 
but the peace and repose of the place were so perfect that I 
would not allow any snch apprehensions to disturb me. In 
two minutes after I touched my bed I was insensible, and I did 
not move a limb nntil sunrise. 

B^ond Kara-bonnar, there is a low, barren ridga, climlHDg 
which, we overlooked au immense plain, uncnltivatod, sppa- 
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rently unfertile, and withoat a sign of life as far as the ejt 
ix>ald reach. Kara Dagb, in tbe aoath, lifted nearer aa its cluster 
of dark anmmitfi ; to the north, the long ridge of t^ae^jik Dagb 
(the Pigmy Mountain) stretched like a cape into the pliun ; 
Hassan Dagh, wrapped in a soft white clond, receded behind 
ns, and the anows of Tanros seemed almost as distant as when 
we first beheld them from the Syrian Gates. We rode for four 
hnars over the dead level, the only objects that met onr %jea 
beiug an occasional herd of camels in the distance. Abon' 
noon, we reached a well, similar to that of the previoos day, 
bnt of recent constrnction. A long, steep gallery led down to 
the water, which was yery cold, bnt had a Tilltunons taste of 
lime, salt, and salphnr. 

After an honr's halt, we started again, l^e snn was 
intensely hot, and for honrs we jogged on over the dead level, 
the bare white soil blinding oar eyes with its glare. The dis- 
tant hillg were lifted above the horizon by a nurage. Long 
iheets of bine water were spread along thdr bases, islaoding 
the isolated peaks, and turning into ships aod boat« the black 
Epecks of camels far away. Bat the phenomena were by no 
means on so grand a scale as I had seen in the Nubian Desert. 
On the Boath-westem horizon, we discerned the sommits of Hm 
Earamau range of Taurus, corered with snow. In the middle 
of the afternoon, we saw a solitary tent upon the plain, fnxD 
which an individual advanced to meet as. As he drew nearer, 
we noticed that he wore white Frank pantaloons, similar to the 
Tarkish soldiery, with a jacket of brown cloth, and a heavy 
labre. When he was within convenient speaking distance, be 
cried ont : "Stop I why are you running away from mef" 
'What do yon call running awajf rejoined Fpracois ; "we 
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we going OD oar journey." " Where do 70a come from V ha 
then asked. " From there," stud Francois, poin^g behind ns 
" Where are yon going V " There 1" and the provoking Qntek 
(imply pointed forwards. "Ton hare neither bitb nor rdi- 
giou !" Bud the man, indignantly ; then, taming np«m hk hed, 
be strode back across the plain. 

Aboat fonr o'clock, we saw a long line of otjects rising 
before na, bnt so distorted by the mirage that it was impoesibla 
to know what they were. After a while, however, we dedded 
that they were hoaaes interspersed with trees ; bnt the trera 
proved to be stacks of hay and lentils, heaped on the flat roo&. 
This was Ismil, oar halting-place. The hoosee were miserable 
mnd hats ; but the village was large, and, nnlike moat of those 
we have seen this side of Tanms, inhabited. The people are 
l^rcomans, and their possesaioos appear to be almost entirely 
in their herds. Immense numbers of sheep and goats were 
pasboring on the plain. There were several wells in the place, 
provided with backets attached to long swing^poles ; the water 
was very cold, bnt brackish. Onr tent was pitched on the 
plain, on a hard, gravelly strip of soil A. crowd of wild-haired 
Torcoman boys gathered in front, to stare at ns, and the sh^ 
herds qnarrelled at the wells, as to which shoold take his torn 
St watering his flocks. In the evening a handsome old Tort 
Tinted as, and, finding that we were boond to ConstantuK^iIe, 
requested Francois to take a letter to his son, who was settled 
there. 

Francois aroosed as this morning before the dawn, aa wc 
had a Jonrney of thirty-five miles before as. He was in r bad 
hnmor ; for a man, whom he had reqaested to keep watch ovei 
Ui tent, while he went into the village, had stolen a fork and 
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■poon. The old Turk, who had retnrned u soon at ve wtn 
Btirring, went ont to hnnt the thie^ bnt did not dacceed in 
flndii^ him. The inhabitants of the Tillage were np long 
before nnrise, and driving away in their wooden-wheeled carti 
to the meadows where thej cat grass. The old Tark accom 
panied as some distance, in order to show as a nearer way, 
avoidii^ a marshy spot. Our road lay over a rast plain, seem- 
ingly boundless, for the lofty moontain-ranges tliat muroauded 
it on fdl rides were so distant and clond-Iike, and so lifted from 
the horizon by the deceptare mirage, that the eye did not 
rect^iuEe their connectioa with it. The wind blew strongly 
from the north-west, and was so cold that I disnionnted and 
walked ahead for two or three hoars. 

Before noon, we passed two Tillages of mnd hots, partly 
inhabited, and with some wheat-fields aroand them. We 
breakfasted at another well, which famished as with a drink 
that tasted like iced aea-water. Thence we rode forth again 
into the heat, for the 'frind hod fallen by this time, and the lao 
shone oat with great force. There was ever the same dead 
level, and we rode directly towards the monntains, which, to 
my eyes, seemed nearly as distant as ever At last, there was 
a dark glimmer through the mirage, at thdr base, and a half- 
hoar's ride showed it to be a line of trees. In another hoar, 
we ooald distingnish a minaret or two, and finally, walls and 
(be itate'.y domes of mosqnes. This was Konia, the aariraf 
leooioD, ooe ot the most renowned dties of Ana itlaot. 
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Thb Tifiw of Eonia from the plain ia not striking oQtil one hat 
approached within a mile of the subnrbs, when the group al 
mosqneB, with their heavy central domes lifted on cloBteni of 
smaller ones, and their tall, light, glittering minarets, rifiing 
aboTC the foliage of the gardens, r^inst the backgronnd o( 
fuiy hills, has a very pleasing effect. We approached throi^ti 
a loi^ line of dirty snbnrba, which looked still more forlorn ob 
acconnt of the Ramazan. Some Turkish oCBdals, in shabbf 
Frank dresaes, followed na to satisfy their curiosity by talking 
with oar Katurjees, or maleteers. Oatside the city walb, n 
passed some very large barracks ftor cavalry, bnilt by Ibrahim 
Pasha. On the plain north-east of the city, the battle betwew 
him and the forces of the Sultan, resnlUng in the defeat of tfai 
attter, was fought. 
We next came apon two magnificent mosques, bnilt of wUte 
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limcstoue, with a maltitnde of leadea domes and .oft; minaretB, 
bdorned with galleries rich in arabesque ornameLts, Attached 
to one of them is the tomb of Hazret Merlana, the founder o( 
the sect of Merlevi Derrishes, which is reputed one of the 
moat sacred places in the East. The tomb is aarmoanted hj a 
dome, upon which stands a tall cylindrical tower, reeded, with 
chaanele between each projection, and terminating in a long, 
tapering cone. This tower is made of glazed tiles, of the most 
brilliant sea-Mae color, and sparkles in the sun like a vast pillar 
of ic7 spar in some Polar grotto. It is a most striking and 
fontastic object, sorrounded by a closter of minarets and several 
cypress-trees, amid which it seems placed as the central oma> 
nient and crown of the gronp. 

The aspect of the city was so filthy and oninviting that we 
preferred pitching our tent ; bnt it was impossible to find a 
place without going bach upon the plain ; so we turned into 
the bazaar, and asked the way to a khan. There was a toler- 
able crowd in the street, althongh many of the shops were shut. 
The first khan we visited was too filthy to enter ; but the 
second, though most unpromising in appearance, tnmed oat to 
be better than it looked. The oda-baski (master of the rooms) 
thoroagbly swept and sprinkled the narrow little chamber he 
gave ns, laid clean mats npon the floor, and, when our carpets 
and beds were placed within, its walls of mud looked somewhat 
comfortable. Its single window, with an iron grating iu lieu of 
glass, looked upon an oblong court, on the second story, sur 
roonded by the rooms of Armenian merchants. The main 
eoort (the gate of which is always closed at sanset) is two 
rtorlefl in height, with a rongh wooden balcony nmni&g uooad 
It, lod A weQ of muddy water in the centre. 
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The oda-bashi lent as a Tarkish table and snpplied la irttt 
dinner troai his own kitchen; kibabs, atewed beans, and cuami' 
ber galad. Mr. H. and I, forgetting the Bamazan, went oat 
to hunt foi an iced sherbet ; hot all the coffee-shops were doaed 
nntil snnset. The people stared at our Egyptian coatome^ 
and a fellow in official dress demanded mj ttskeri. Soon aftei 
we returned, Francois appeared with a splendid lamp of ice tm 
d basin and some lemons. The ice, so the JAangte aaii, ii 
taken from a lake among the monntains, which in winter 
freezes to the thickness of a foot. Behind the lake is a natanl 
cavern, which the people fill with ice, and then close up. At 
this season they take it oat, day by day, and bring it down to 
the city. It is very pore and thick, and jastifies the Turkish 
proverb in regard to Konia, which is celebrated for three 
excellent thii^^ : " dooz, booz, k&z" — salt, ice, and ^Is. 

Soon a^r snoset, a cannon annoanced the close of the last. 
We waited an hoar or two longer, to allow the people time to 
eat, and then sallied out into the streets. Every minaret in 
the city blazed with a crown of lighted lamps around its offMr 
gallery, while the long shafts below, and the taperiog conM 
above, topped with brazen crescents, shone fur in the moon- 
light. It was a strange, brilliant spectacle. In the sqoan 
before the prindpal mosqae we fomid a crowd of persons 
trolicking aroand the foantain, in the light of a nnmber of 
torches on poles planted in the ground. Mats were spread on 
the stones, and rows of Turks of all classes sat thereon, amok 
tug their pipes. Large earthea water-Jars stood here aod there, 
and the people drank so often and so long that they seemed 
determined to provide E^ainst the morrow. The boys wen 
having their amusement in wrestling, shooting And 9nnj( off 
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■qniba, which thef threw Into the crowd. We kicked off ou 
Blippers, Bat down among the Turke, smoked a nughUah, 
drank a cap of coffee and an iced sherbet of raisin Jnice, and K 
u^oyed the Ramazan as well as the best of them. 

Nombera of True Belieren were drinking and washing them 
■elves at the pictoresqae foontun, and jnst ai we rose to 
depart, the voice of a boy-maezzin, on one of the tallest mina- 
rets, eent down a mosical call to prayer. Immediately the boyi 
left off their sports and started on a run for the great mosqne, 
and the grave, gray-bearded Turks got np from the mats, 
shoved on their slippers, and marched after them. We ftA 
lowed, getting a glimpse of the illaminated interior of the 
building, as we passed; but the odarbashi condacted as still 
farther, to a smaller thoi^b more beaatifnl mosqne, snrrODnded 
with a garden-coart. It was a troly magical pictare. We 
entered the gate, and passed on by a marble pavement, onder 
trees and arbors of vines that almost shut oat the mooelight, 
to a paved space, in the centre whereof was a beantifdl foun- 
tain, in the purest Saracenic style. Its heavy, prelecting cor- 
nices and tall pyramidal roof rested on a mrcle <^ el^ant 
Krches, siirraimding a marble stmctore, whence the water 
gashed forth in a dozen sparkling streams. On three sides it 
was inclosed by the moonlit trees and arbors ; on the fonrth 
by the oater corridor of the moeqae, the door of entrance being 
ixaotly opposite. 

Large nnmbera of persons were washing their hands and feet 
at the foantfun, after which they entered and knelt on the 
Ooor. We stood nnobserved in the corridor, and looked In on 
Ihe splendidly illuminated interior and the crowd at pnjot, aD 
bending their bodies to the earth at regnlar intervals and mnr 
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mnilog the name of Allah. They resembled a plun of leed^ 
bending before the gusts of wind which precede & storm 
Wheo all had entered and were united in solemn prayer, wf 
returned, passing the grand mosqae. I stole ap to the doot, 
liflied the heavy carpet that hang before it, and looked in. 
There was a Mevlevi Dervish Btanding in the eatraace, but hii 
eyes were lifted in heavenly abstraction, and he did not see ma 
The interior was brilliantly lit by white and colored lampf 
snapended from the walls and the great central dome. It wu 
an imposing stmctnre, simple in form, yet grand frosa ita 
dimensions. The floor was covered with koeeUng figures, and 
a deep voice, coming from the other end of the mosqne, wu 
attering pious phrases in a kind of chant. I satisfied my cari- 
osity qnickly, and we then retnmed to the khan. 

Yesterday afternoon I made a more thoroogb extumnatjoa 
of the city. Passing throngh the bazaars, I reached the Serai, 
or Pasha's Palace, which Btaods on the site of that of the Sal- 
tans of looninm. It is a long, wooden building, with no pre- 
tensioua to architectural beaaty. Near it there is a large and 
ancient mosque, with a minaret of siognlar elegance. It i» 
about 120 feet h^h, with two hanging galleries; thewb<d« 
built of blue and red bricks, the latter projecting so as to 
form quaint patterns or designs. Several ancient bnilfUngs 
near this mosqne are snrmonnted with pyramidal towers, 
resembling Pagodas of India. Following the long, crot^ed 
lanes between mud bnildiogs, we passed these cnrions struc- 
tures and reached the ancient wall of the dty. In ont 
at the streets lay a marble lion, badly ezecnted, and aj^ 
rently of the time of the Lower Empire. In the wall «en 
hiaerted many similar figures, with firagmenta of firiezee and 
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oarnicQS. This is the work of the SelJo(A Kmga, who, m bnild 
ing the wall, took great pains to exhibit the tagmentA of the 
andeat dty. The number of altars they have preserved if 
qnite remarkable. On the square towers are Bonken tablets 
containing long Arabic inscriptions. 

The high walls of a mined boilding in the soathem part of 
the city attracted as, and on going thither we found it to b< 
an ancient mosqae, standing on an eminence formed apparently 
of the debris of other buildings. Part of the wall was also 
ancient, and in some places showed the marks of an earth- 
quake. A long flight of steps led up to the door of thi 
mosqae, and as we ascended we were rewarded by the most 
charming view of the city and the grand plain. £onia lay at 
oar feet — a wide, straggling array of low mad dwellings, 
dotted am over with patches of garden verdore, while its three 
saperb mosqnes, with the many smaller tombs and places of 
worship, appeared like baildings left horn some former and 
more magnificent capital. Oatside of this circle ran a belt of 
garden land, adorned with grorea and long lines of fruit trees } 
still farther, the plun, a sea of faded green, fle<^ed with the 
softest dond-shadows, and bey<Hid all, the beaatifdl oatlineg 
and dreamy tints of the different moantaln chains. It was in 
6T«ry respect a lorely landscape, and the dty is anworthy 
aocli aorronudings. The sky, which in this region is of a pate, 
•oft, delidous blue, was dotted witii scattered fleeces of white 
douds, and there was on ezqoimte play of light and shade over 
tbehOls. 

jjjiere were half a dosen men and boys about the door, 
MBodog Utemselres with bursting penmsaion caps on thi 
■torn. They addressed as as "kadn!" (pi^^rims), bt^^g 
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for more csps. I told them I was not a Turk, bat an Atmh^ 
which they believed at once, and reqaested me to enter tha 
mosqae. The interior had a remarkably fine effect. It waa t 
maze of arches, snpported hj colamne of polished black mai^ 
ble, forty in nnmber. In form it was nearly sqosre, and 
covered with a flat, wooden roof. The floor was covered with 
a carpet, whereon several persons were lying at fbll let^^tli, 
while an old man, seated in one of the moat remote cOTner% 
wa^ reading in a lond, solemn voice. It is a peculiar atmo- 
ture, which I shonld lie glad to examine more in detaiL 

Xot far firom this eminence is a remarkable leaning minaret, 
more than a hundred feet in height, while in diameter it cut- 
not be more than fifteen feet. In design it is light and ele- 
gaat, and the effect is not injured by its deviation from the 
perpendicular, which I should judge to be about ux feet 
From the mosque we walked over the mounds of old Iconiam 
to the eastern wall, passing another mosqae, wholly in min, 
but which must have once been more splendid than any now 
standing. The portal is the richest specimen of Suacenie 
Bcnlptnre I have ever seen : a very labyrinth of intricat« (Hut- 
ments. The artist mnst have seen the great portal of the 
Tomple of the Sun at Baalbec. The minarets have tnmbled 
down, the roof has fallen in, bat the walls are still covered 
with white and bine tiles, of the finest workmanshqi, resembliig 
a mosiHc irf ivory and lapis loznli. Some of the chamboi 
seem to be inhabited, for two old men with white beards Uy 
[n the shade, and were not a little startled by onr nicUai 
appearance. 

We retomed to the great moaqan, whioli we had vMted oa thi 
evening of our arrival, and listened for some time to the Toiet 
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3t a mollah who was preaching an aAernoon seniiou to » Bmall 
and hnngrj coogreganon. We then entered the court before 
the tomb of Hazret Mevlana. It was apparsDtl; fwbiddec 
grmmd to Christians, bat ae the Derrish^ did not seem to sa» 
pect OS we walked about boldl;, and were aboat to enter, when 
an indiscredOQ of my companion frnstrated oar plans. For 
getting his aseomed cliaracter, he went to the fonntun and 
drank, althoogh it was no later than the OMer, or afternoon 
prajer. The Derriahes were shocked and scandalized by this 
violation of the last, in the rery conrt-yard of their holiest 
moBqne, and we Judged it beat to retire by degrees. We sent 
this morning to request an interriew with the Faslia, bat he 
had gone to pass the daj in a country palace, abont three 
hours distant. It is a still, hot, bright afternoon, and the 
silence of the famished popolaee disposes na to repose. Our 
new is bounded by the mud walls of the khan, and I already 
long for the freedom of the great Earamanian Plain. Here, 
in the heart of Asia Minor, all life seems to stagnate. There 
is sleep everywhere, and I feel that a wide barrier separates 
me firom the living world. 

We have been detained here a whole day, through a chuD 
of accidents, all reeolting from the rascality of onr maleteera 
on leaving Aleppo. The lame horse they palmed upon as Was 
inable to go farther, so we obliged them to bay another ani- 
mal, which they succeeded in getting for 850 piastres. We 
advanced the money, althongh they were still in oar debt, 
hoping to work onr way through with the new horse, and thoj 
avoid the risk of loss or delay. But this morning at sunrise 
Ha^ji YoQssuf comes with a woeful fiice to say that the aew 
horse has been stolen in the night, and we, who are ready to 
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■tart, most dt down And wait till he is recovered. I suspected 
another trick, bat when, after the lapse of three hours, Fran- 
cois found the ha^ji sitting on the groand, weeping, and Achmet 
beating his breast, it seemed probable that the etoi7 was tmo. 
All search for the horse being T«n, Francois went with them 
to the shekh of the horses, who promised, in case it shoold 
hereafter be fbnnd, tA place it in the general pen, where they 
would be sore to get it on their retom. The man who sold 
diem the horse oBbred them another for the lame one and 156 
litres, and there was no other alternative but to accept it. 
But tM must advance the 150 piastres, and so, in nud-jonrne;, 
ire have already piud tbem to the end, with the risk of their 
horses breaking down, or they, horses and all, abBc<mt£ng tram 
at. Bat the k&aviah rarleta are hardly bold eaosgfi te tact 
a dfanaz of villus. 
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DCtii — A natunl Wsin Bklb— Thi Oid-TUM Isalo— A Donuntr Ijniliiiiin *k 
nalMiF— llu Bm* of SaltaD Dicb— Th* loanUlA ol WdM— A Drmnr Juwuv 
IhtTvwiiiit BoUwaaOa. 

■* to tlK IbTMla, lilm, and Amotkliu, 
^^™^ the muj-foldad monnteliii.* ^M2Mt, 

BouvABn.AilI'l.UM. 

Our men brought all the beostx into the coart-jard of tha 
khan at Konia, the evening before oar departure, so that no 
more were stolen daring the night. The odo-bashi, indefatiga- 
ble to the last in hia attention to ne, not onljr helped load 
the males bat accompanied as some distance on oar vaj. AH 
the merchants in the kbaa collected in the gallery to see ns 
start, and we made oar exit in some state. The morning was 
dear, fresh, and delightfal. Taming awij from the cltj walls, 
we Boon emeiged from the lines of ihiit-trees and interminable 
Gelds of tomb-fitonefl, and came oat npon the great bare plun 
of Karamania. A ride of three hoars brought ns to a long, 
doping bin, which gave na a view of tha whole plain, and it* 
drcnit of monntains. A dark line in the distance marked the 
gardens of Konla, On the right, near the centre rf the plain, 
13 



;d by Google 



166 iHi LUDs or nut uucmx. 

tlw Isk^ now contracted to very oairow limita, glimnwred in 
the son. NotwIthstoDding the waste and unfertile appeufum 
of the coanby, the soft, sweet sky that bangs orer it, the 
pare, transparent air, the grand sweep of the plain, and the 
railed forms of the different monntain chains that encCHnpaai 
it, make oar jonme; an inspiring one. A descent of the hills 
soon shot ont the view ; and the rest of the day's joamej la; 
imoDg them, skirthig the eastera base of AlUh Dagh. 

The conntry improTed in character, as we adrauced. The 
bottoms of the dry glens were covered with wheat, aod shmb- 
berjr began to make its appearance on tiie monntain-ddes In 
the afternoon, we crossed a watenhed, dividing Earamania 
from the great central plfun of Asia Minor, and descended to a 
village called Ladik, occapTing the site of the ancient Laodi- 
cea, at the foot of Allah D^h. The plain apon which we came 
was greener and more floniishing than that we had left Trees 
were scattered here and there in clnmpa, and the grassy wastes, 
stretching beyond the grain-fields, were dotted with herds of 
cattle. Emir Dagh stood in the north-west, Uoe and distant, 
while, towards the north and north-east, the pliun extended tc 
the horizon — a horizon fifty miles distant — ^without a break. 
In that du'ection lay the great salt lake of T&zler, and the 
strings of camels we met on the road, laden vrith salt, wert 
retnming from it. Ladik is snrronnded with poppy-fislds, bril- 
liant with white and pnrple blossoms. When the petals have 
fallen, the natives go carefully over the whole field and make 
bciBioas in every stalk, whence the opinm exudes. 

We pitched our tent under a large walnnt tree, which we 
fonnd standing in a deserted incloeure. The graveyard of the 
rfUage is studded with relics of the andent town. There an 
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[rfllui, cornices, entablatnra, Junbs, altan, mullioiu and 
■calptnred tablets, all of wliite marble, and manf of them » 
an excellent atate of preserratiou. They appear to date from 
Uie earlj time of the Lower Empire, and the cross has not jet 
been efiaced from some which serre as head-stones for the True 
Belieren. I was particnlarlj stmck with the abondance of 
altars, some of which contained entire and legible inscriptions. 
Id the town there is the same abondance of miQS. The lid 
of a sarcophagos, formed of a single block of marble, now 
serves as a water-trough, and the fbnntain is constmcted of 
aodent tablets. The town stands on a moand which appears 
to be composed entirely of the debris of the former place, and 
near the sammit there are many holes which the inhabitants 
have dng in their search for rings, seals and other relics. 

Tbe next day we made a jonmey of nine hours over a hilly 
country lying between the ranges of Allah Dagh and Emir 
Dagh. There were wells of excellent water along the road, at 
intervals of an boor or two. The day was excessively hot and 
sultry daring the noon hoors, and the flies were so bad as to 
give great inconvenience to oar horses. The animal I bestrode 
kicked so incessantly that I coold scarcely keep my seat His 
belly was swollen and covered with clotted blood, from their 
bites. The hodji's mule began to show symptoms of illneas, 
and wa had great difficalty in kpeping it on its legs. Mr. 
Harrison bled it in the month, as a last resonrce, and during 
the afternoon it partly recovered. 

Ad hour befive sanset we reached XlgOn, a town on the 
plain, at the foot ol one of the spnra of Emir Dagh. To tha 
wmt of it there is a lake of considerable size, which rec«vea 
the streams that flow through the town and water its fertile 
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gaideoB. We posBod through the town and pitched onr tont 
apOQ a beantifal grassj meadow. Oar CDatomarr pipe of 
refreshment was Dever mme hearti]^ enjoyed than at this place. 
Behind ne was a barren hill, at the foot of which was a natural 
hot bath, wherein a nnmber of women and children were 
amusing themseWes. The afternoon heat had passed away, tba 
ur WB8 calm, sweet, and tempered with the freshness of coming 
evening, and the loi^ shadows of the hilla, creeping over the 
meadows, had ahnost reached the town. Beyond the line of 
sycamore, poplar and fig-trees that shaded the gardens of 
Ilg&n, rose the distant chain of Allah Dagh, and in the pal» 
blue sky, not far above it, the dim face of the gibbous moon 
showed like the ghost of a planet. Oar horses were feeding 
on the green meadow; an ohi Tnrk sat beside as, silent with 
fiiisttDg, and there was no soond bnt the shouts of the children 
la the bath. Such hours as these, after a day's jonmey made 
m the drowsy heat of an Eastern summer, are indescribably 
gratcfdL 

After the women had retired from the bath, we were allowed 
to enter. The interior consisted of a mngle chamber, thirty 
feet high, vaulted and almost dark. la the centre was a largs 
basin of hot water, filled by four streams which ponred into it 
A ledge ran aionnd the sides, and niches in tbe wall supplied 
places for our clothes. The bath-keeper furnished us with 
towels, and we undressed and plunged in. The water wai 
agreeably warm (about 90°), had a sweet taste, and a very 
slight sulphury smell. The vaulted hall redoubted the alight 
est noise, and a shaven Turk, who kept us company, sai^ b 
his delight, that he might hear the echo of his own vtrfcA 
When we went back to the tent we found our visitor lytag <■ 
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the groand, trying to stay his banger It was ntlier too bao 
to as to light oar pipes, make a sherbet, and drink and amok« 
in his face, while we joked hinj about the Ramazan ; and he at 
last got up and walked off, the pictore of distress. 

We made an early start tbe next morning, and rode ol 
briskly over the rolling, grassy hills. A beaotifnl lake, mt\ 
an island in it, la; at the foot of Emir Dagli. After two hours 
we reached a gnard-^ionse, where oar leskeris were demanded, 
and the la^ gnardsman invited ns in to take coffee, that he 
might establish a right to the biicksheesh which he conld not 
demand. He had seen os afar off, and the coffee was smoking 
in the finjtms when we arrived. The sun was already terribly 
hot, and the large, green gad-flies came in sach qaantities that 
I seemed to be riding in the midst of a swarm of bees. My 
horse saffered very mnch, and struck ont his hind feet so 
violently, m his endeavors to get rid of them, that he racked 
every joint in my body. They were not content with suck- 
ling his blood, but settling on the small segment of my calf, 
exposed between the big Tartar boot and the flowing trowsers, 
bit throngh my stockings with fierce bills. I killed bandreda 
of them, to no purpose, and at last, to relieve my horse, tied a 
bnnch of hawthorn to a string, by which I swung it nnder his 
belly and against the inner side of his flanks. In this way I 
gave him some relief — a service which he R>]kDOwledged by a 
gratefbl motion of his bead. 

As we descended towards Ak-Sheher the country became 
exceedingly rich and luxuriant. The range of Sultan Dagh 
\the Monntiun of the Sultan) rose on our left, its sides covered 
with a thick screen of shrubbery, and its highest peak dotted 
with patches of snow; opposite, the lower range of Emir Dagb 
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(the Honntiuii of the Prince) lay blue and bare in tbfl su> 
Bhine. The base of Saltan Dagh was girdled with groreH of 
fruit-trees, stretching out in long lines on the pliun, with fiddt 
of ripeiUDg wheat between. In the distance the la^e lake of 
Ak-Sheher glittered in the son. Towards the north-west, th« 
plain stretched away for fifty miles before reaching the hills. 
It is evidently on a moch lower level than the plain of Konia ; 
the heat vraa not only greater, bnt the season was further 
advanced. Wheat was nearly read} for catting, and the 
poppy-fields where, the day provions, the men were making 
their first incisions for opinm, here had yielded their harvest 
and were fa^t ripening their seed. Ak-8heher is beaatifblly 
sitnated at the entrance of a deep gorge in the monnttuns. It 
is so bnried in its embowered gardens that little, escept the 
mosqne, is seen as yon approach it. It is a lai^e place, and 
boasts a fine mosqne, but contains nothing worth seeing. The 
bazaar, after that of Konia, was the largest we had seen since 
leaving Tarsus. The greater part af the shopkeepers lay at 
full length, dozing, sleeping, or staying their appetites till the 
sanset gnn. We found some superb cherries, and plenty of 
snow, which ia brought down &om the monntun. The 
natives were very friendly and good-humored, bnt setmied sur- 
prised at Mr. Harrison tasting the che ries, although I told 
them we were upon a journey. Our tent was pitched under a 
splendid walnut tree, outside of the town. The green monntain 
■ose between us and the fading sunset, and the yellow moon 
was hanging in the east, as we took onr dinner at the tent- 
door. Turks were riding homewards on donkeys, with loads of 
gram which they had been catting in the meadows. The gar 
was fired, and the ahouts of the children annoonced the doM 
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of tbe dafa taat, whQe the sweet, melancboly vdce rf b boy 
maezzin called na to suaset prayer, from tbe minant. 

Iiearing Ak-Sheher this moniing, we rode along the boM 
of Sultan Dftgh. The plain which we orerlooked waa magnifi- 
cent. The wilderneaa of ehrubbery wluch frmged the doper 
of tbe monntaiD gave place to great orchards and gardens, 
Interepersed with fields of grain, which extended br ont m 
the pl^n, to the wQd thickets and wastes of reeds sarronndiiig 
the lake. Tbe sides of Saltan Dagh were terraced and cnlti- 
rated wbererer it was practicable, and I saw some fields of 
wheat high up on the moontdn. There were many pe(^1e 
in the road or laboiiug in the fields ; and dnrii^ tbe forenoon 
we passed several la^e Tillages. Tbe coontry is more thickly 
inhabited, and has a more thrifty and prosperans air than any 
part of Asia Minor which I have seen. The people are better 
dad, have more open, honest, cheerful and intelligent &ces, 
and exhibit a gennine conrtesy and good-will in their demeanor 
towards ns. I never felt more perfectly aecore, or more certain 
of being among people whom I conid trost 

We passed under the Bmnmit of Saltan Dagh, which shone 
ont BO clear and distinct in the morning ann, that I could 
scarcely realize ita actual height above the pl^. From a trfr 
mendoos gorge, cleft between the two higher peaks, issaed a 
large atream, which, divided into a hundred channels, fertilizes 
a wide extent of plain. Abont two hours ^m Ak-Sheher we 
passed a splendid fountain of crystal water, gashing up beside 
tbe road. I believe it is the same called by some traveUen 
ttie Fountain of Midas, but am ignorant wherefore the name ll 
given it. We rode fbr several honrs through a succession of 
graod, rich laodscapea. A smaller lake succeeded to that of 
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Ak-Sheber, Emir Dttgb roae higher in the pale-bloe Aj, uid 
Saltan I)agb sbowed otber peaks, broken and striped witb 
snow ; bat aroand ns were the same glorioos orcbudi and 
gttrdeni, the same golden-green wheat and roBtting phalanxes 
of poppies — armies of vegetable Round-heads, beside the 
bristliag and Iwarded Oavaiiers. The sail was int«nBd7 hot 
daring the aftemom, as we crossed tbe plain, and I became so 
drowsed that it required an sgoaj of exertion to keep from 
tnmbling off mj horse. We here left tbe great post-road to 
Constantinople, and took a leas fraqnented track. Tbe pltun 
gradaaUy became a meadow, covered witb sbrab cypress, flags, 
reedB, and wild water-plants. There were vast wastes of Inzo- 
riant grass, wbereon tbonaanda of black bnifaloes were feedii^. 
A stone caaseway, containing man; elegant fragments of 
ancient sculpture, extended across this part of the plain, bat 
we ttiok a sammer path beside it, through beds of iris in bloom 
— a Ihigile snowy blossom, with a lip of the clearest golden 
bue. The causeway led to a bare salt plain, beyond which we 
came to tbe town of BolawadiLn, and terminated oar day's 
loamey of forty miles. 

Bolawadiin is a collection of mad boases, about a mile long, 
situated on an eminence at the western base of Emir Dagb. 
I went into the bazaar, which was a small place, and not very 
well supplied, thongh, as it was near sunset, there waa quit« a 
crowd of people, and the bakers were shovelling oat th^ 
freeh bread at a brisk rate. Every one took me for ■ 
good Egyptian Mohammedan, and I was jostled right and U6 
among tbe turbans, in a manner that certainly would not havi 
happened me had I not also worn one. Mr. H., wbo hai 
bUen behind the caravan, came np after we had e 



;d by Google 



278 

mud m^ht hare wandered wlang ttme wifiumt findiiiff u, bn* 
for the good-oatnred efforts of the Inhsbitanta to set him 
aright. This eTeniug he knocked oyer a hedgehog, mutaking 
It for a cat. The poor creature woe BeTerely hart, and its sobs 
of dlstreas, predself like those of a little child, were to punfiil 
to hear, that ve wen obliged to have it removed from tli' 
vfcdnttfoftlwlnt 
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CHAPTER XXII. 

THE FORESTS OF FHRTGIA, 

»fl>iy| l» A ll^llt(tB«ri«»»OdTMIlU— WtlnHf >h«PlD« > B l WW * 

M o( tti* Tonomut— PutonI Betatrf—i BwiiMwTB- 
!■(•— The Tinar o( tb* Tamte— Book SepiddirM at lh« PluTilu Kln^-^^ Iltu% 
Ounp— Till TkUer of EllmlHb— A Loud ot IV>wer>— Timomu Batptullif Tki 
SxDed Ifltadli — ^iv Old TDroDioaa— A GUmpH of An»dt^— A Li 
•Md Mmdaip-Tht Valler of Itaa PoTHk— AtHtiI Kt KiatalijB. 



Wb had now passed through the ancient proviacea of CHlicia, 
Cappadoda, sad Lycaonia, and reached the confines of Phrygia 
— a rade moantun region, which was nerer wholly penetrated 
by the Hght of Gredan civilization. It is atfll comparatively 
a wildemeaa, pierced bat by a single high-road, and almost 
anvisited by travellers, yet inclosing in its depths many cnriooi 
relics of antiquity. Leaving BolawadUn in the morning, w« 
ascended a long, treeless moantain-slope, and in three or foot 
honrs reached the dividing ridge — the watershed of Asia 
Minor, dividing the afllaeuta of the Mediterranean and the 
central lakes from the streams that flow to the Black Sea. 
Looking back, Saltan Dagh, alcmg whose base we had toarelled 
he previoDS day, lay high and blae in the backgronnd 
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flb«aked with flbining bdow, and far awKj beUnd It trow 
B Btill higher peak, hoarj with the lingeriag winter. We 
descended into a grassj plain, that in If a range of broken 
monntains, coTered to thdr Bnmmits with dark-green shrub- 
bery, throi^h which the strata of marble rock gleamed like 
patches of snow. The hills in front were scarred with old 
qnarries, once worked for the celebrated Phrygian marble 
There was neither a habitation nor a human being to be seen, 
and the landac^M bad a ^ngnlarlj wild, lonely, and picto- 
resqne tai. 

Taming westward, we crowed a high rolling tract, and 
entered a valley entirely covered with dwarf oaks and cedars. 
In spite of the dusty road, the heat, and the moltitade of gad- 
flies, the jonmey presented an agreeable contrast to the great 
pluns over which we had been trarelllng for many days. The 
opposite side of the glen was crowned with a tall crest of shat- 
tered rock, in which were many old Phrygian tombs. They 
were mostly simple chambers, with sqoare apertores. There 
were traces of many more, the rock haring been blown np or 
qnarried down — the tombs, instead of protecting it, only for- 
Dishing one facility the more for destruction. After an honr'a 
rest at a fonntidn, ve threaded the wiodii^s of the glen to a 
lower plain, qnite shut in by the hills, whose ribs of marble 
showed through the forests of oak, holly, cedar, and pine, whldi 
dotted them. We were now fully ratered into the hill-country, 
and onr road passed over heights and through hollows covered 
witl irfctnresqae cinmpe of foliage. It resembled some of the 
wild western downs of America, and, but for the PhiyglaB 
tunbs, whose doorways stared at ns from every rock, Monwd 
as little familiar' with the presence of Mao. 
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Ha4|i Tonasa^ in Btopping to arrange some ot the bsggige. 
lost his hold of his mnle, and in spite of every effbrt to secure 
her, the provoking beast kept her liberty for the rest of the 
day. In vain did we head her off, chase her, coax her, set 
tr&p« fw her : she was too conning to be taken in, and 
marched along at her ease, rnnning into every field of grain, 
stoppmg to crop the chdceat bunches of grass, or walking 
demnrely in the caravan, allowing the ha^ to come within 
arm's length beCore she kicked up her heels and dashed awav 
Bgun. We had a long chase through the clnmps of oak and 
holly, bnt all to no purpose. The great green gad-fiiea 
Bwarmed around ns, biting myself as well as my horse. 
Hecatombs, crushed by my whip, dropped dead in the dnst, 
bnt the ranks were immediately filled from some invisible 
reserve. The soil was no longer ban, bnt entirely covered 
with grass and flowers. In one of the valleys I saw a large 
patch of the crimson larkspnr, so thick as to resemUe a pocd 
of blood. While crossing a long, hot hill, we came npon a 
little arbor of stones, covered with pine branches. It incloaed 
an ancient sarcophagus of marble, nearly filled with water. 
Beeide it stood a square cnp, with a handle, rudely hewn out 
of a piece of pine wood. This was a charitable provision fta 
travellers, and constantlj supplied by the lAircomuis who lived 
Id the vidnity. 

The last two hoors of onr Journey that day were thnu^h a 
glorious tbrest of pines. The road lay in a windhig glen, greeo 
and grassj, and covered to the summits on both rides wiik 
oeaotifol phie trees, iutermized with cedar. The air had the 
true northern aroma, and was more grateful than wine. Ererj 
turn of the ^en disclosed a charming woodland view. It war 
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■ wild Tolley ot tlie nortlierc Mis, filled with the bornlng 
fatfitre of & sammer snn, and canopied b; the brilliant bine of 
a snminer sky. There were signs of the woodmaa's axe, and 
the charred embers of forest camp-fires. I thought of the 
IcTetf eafktdat in the pioe forests behind Monterey, and coold 
teaOf hare imagined myself there. Towards evening we reached 
a solitary goard-honse, on the edge of the forest. The glen 
here opened a little, and a stone fonntain of delicions water 
(hmisbed all that we wanted for a camping-place. The honsi 
WBB inhabited by three soldiers ; sturdy, good-hnmored fellows, 
who immediately spread a mat in the shade for ns and made as 
some excellent coffee. A Tarcomau encampment in the neiglt 
horhood snpplied ns with milk and eggs. 

The gnardsmen were good Massalmans, and took ns for the 
same. One of them asked me to let Mm know when the son 
was down, and I prolonged his fast nntil it was qnlte dark, 
when I gave him pemnsBion to eat. They all had tolerable 
stallions for their service, and seemed to live pleasantly enoi^h, 
in their wild way. The fat, stumpy corporal, with his enor* 
moosly broad pantaloons and automaton legs, went down tc 
the fountain with his musket, and after taking a rest and 
sighting foil five minntes, fired at a dove without hitting it 
He afterwards joined as in a social pipe, and we sat on a car- 
pet at the door of the goard-hoose, watching the splendid 
mooarise tbroogh the pine bonghs. When the pipes had 
burned oat I went to bed, and slept a long, sweet sleep nntil 
dawn. 

We knew that the tombs of the Phrygian Eings conld nut 
be far o(^ uid, on making inqoiries of the corporal, found that 
ke knew the plare. It was not four boars distant, by a by-road 
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Mid M it would be ImpoBsible to reach it without & guide, ht 
trould gin ns one of bia men, in conmderatioii of a fee of 
twenty piastres. The difficulty was eTident, in a hilly, woodod 
t»antry like this, traversed by a labyrinth of yalleys anJ 
rarineB, and so we accepted the soldier. As we were aboat 
leaving, an old Torcoman, whose beard was dyed a bright red, 
came op, sayii^ that he knew Mr. H. was a phymdan, and 
could core him of his deafoess. l^e morning air was sweet 
with the breath of cedar and pine, and we rode on throD^h the 
woods and over the open tnrfy glades, in high spirits. We 
were in the heart of a monntainoos country, clothed with ever* 
green forests, except some open upland tracts, which showed a 
thick green turf, dotted all over with pork-like clamps, and 
nngle great trees. The pines were noble trunks, often sixty 
to dghty feet high, and with bonghs disposed in all posdble 
{HCtnresqneness of form. The cedar frequently showed a solid 
white bole, three feet in diameter. 

We took a winding footpath, often a mere track, striking 
across the hills in a northern direction. Everywhere we met 
the Turks of the plnin, who are now encamped in the moan- 
Cains, to tend their flocks through the summer months. Herd^ 
of sheep and goats were scattered over the green paetorofilopes, 
and the idle herd-boys basked in the morning sun, playing 
lively airs on a reed flute, resembling the Arabic xitmarra , 
Here and there was a woodman, busy at a recently felled tree, 
and we met several of the creaking carta of the country, haot 
ing logs All that we saw had a pleasant mral air, a smadb 
of primitive and nuHophiBticated life. From the higher ridget 
over which we passed, we could see, far to the east and we«^ 
other ranges of pine-covered monntiuns, and in the distance 



;d by Google 



A TTBOOHUt TILLUl Sl9 

the doadjr Udos of loftier chuns. The tnmki of the ^dm 
wore nearl; bO charred, and many of the BmaQer trees dead, 
from the firea which, later io the ye&r, n^ m these foreatB. 

After toot honrs of Taried and most inspiring travel, m 
reached a district corered fbr the moat part with oak woods — a 
more open though still moiutalnons region. There was a anni- 
iner riDage of l^irks scattered over the nearest slope — proba- 
bly fifty houses in all, almost perfect connterparts of Western 
log'^nbins. They were bnilt of pine logs, laid crosswise, and 
covered with rough boarda. These, as we were told, were the 
dwellings of the people who inhabit the vill^e of Khoaref 
Pasha Khan dnring the winter. Great numbers of sheep and 
goats were browaing over the hills or lying aronnd the doors 
sf the honses. , The latter were beantiM creatnres, with heavy, 
CDTved homa, and long, white, ailky hair, that entirely hid their 
eyes. We stopped at a honse for water, which the roan 
broaght ont in a little cask. He at first proposed ^ving ns 
yaowrt, and his wife suggested kairnak (aweet cnrds), which we 
agreed to take, bat it proved to be only boiled milk. 

Leaving the village, we took a path leading weatward, 
mounted a long hill, and again entered the pEne forests. 
Before long, we came to a weU-buIt coantry-honse, somewhat 
reaembhi^ a Swiss cotti^. It was two stories high, and 
there was an upper balcony, with cushioned divans, overlook- 
ing a thriving garden-patch and some fruit-trees. Three or 
fooi men were weeding in the garden, and the owner came up 
and wdcomed ns. A fonntain of ice-cold water gushed into a 
■bme trongh at the door, making a tempting spot for oar 
iffeskfost, but we were bent on reachii^ the tombs. There 
were cwivenient ont-honses for fowls, sheep, and cattle, litt 
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herds wen oat, gnt^ng along the edges of the forest, aod w« 
heard the shrill, JoyooB melodies of the flutes blovn bjr tin 
herd-boys. 

We DOW reached a rii^, whence we looked down throogb 
the forest upon a loi^ valley, nearly half a mile wide, and Ixx- 
dered on the opposite side by ranges of broken sandsUne 
crags. This was th» place we sought — the Yalley of the 
Phrygian Tombs. Already we conld distingnish the hewn 
faces of the rocks, and the dark apertures to the chambert 
within. The bottom of the valley was a bed of glorious 
graas, blazoned with flowers, and redolent of all Temal 
Emells. Several peasants, finding it too hot to mow, had 
thrown their scythes along the swarthg, and were lyii^ 
in the shade of an oak. We rode over the nev-cnt hay, 
np the opposite side, and dismonnted at the face of the 
crags. As we approached them, the nomber of chamber! 
hewn in the rock, the doors and niches now open to the 
day, Bornioanted by shattered spires and turrets, gave the 
whole mass the appearance of a grand fortress in nuns. Hm 
crags, which are of a very soft, reddish-gray sandstone, 
rise a hundred and fifty feet &ora their base, and their sam- 
mita are worn by the weather into the most remarkable 
forms. 

The piindpal monoment is a broad, projecting cliff, one 
«de of which has been cnt so as to resemble the facade of a 
temple. The scolptnred part ia abont sixty feet high by sixty 
in breadth, and represents a solid wall with two pilasters 
tt the ends, apholding an architrave and pediment, which 
is Ecrmonnted by two lai^e volutes. The whole face of the 
wall is covered with ornaments resembling panel-wwk, not to 
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lepilu aqiures, bat a labyriatli of intricate dwigmi Ir 
the centn, at the bottom, ia a ahalloff sqnare recess, but 
roimded hj an elegant, though plain mooldmg, bnt there is m. 
appearance of an entrance to the aepolcbral chamber, which 
ma; be hidden in the heart of the rock. There is an inscrip- 
tioD in Oreek rnnning np one mde, bnt it is of a later date 
than the work itself. On one of the tombs there is an inscrip- 
tion : " To King Midas." These relics are supposed to date 
ttom the period of the Gordian Djaastj, abont seren centu- 
ries before Christ. 

A little in front of a headland, formed by the somndt walls 
of two meeting ralleTS, rises a mass of rocks one hundred feel 
high, cnt into sepulchral chambers, story above 8t4iry, with 
bhe traces of steps between them, leading to others still higher. 
The whole rock, which may be a hundred and fifty feet long 
by fifty feet broad, has been scooped ont, leaving bnt narrow 
partitions to separate the chambers of the dead. These cham- 
bers are all plain, but some are of very elegant proportions, 
with arched or i^ramidal roofe, and arched recesses at the 
sides, containing sarcophagi hewn In the solid stone. There 
are also many niches for cinerary nms. The principal tomb 
had a portico, supported by colnmns, bnt the front is now 
entirely hurled down, and only the elegant panelling and stone 
Jcnsts of the ceiling remun. The entire liill was a eaccession 
of tombs There is not a rock which does not bear traces of 
them. I might have counted several hundred within a stone's 
throw. The position of these cnrions remiuns in a lonely 
ralley, shut in on all sides by dark, pine-covered moonttuns— 
two of wliich are crowned with a natural acropolis of rock, 
TMembling a fortress — increases the interest with which thej 
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bapin the beholder. The valley od the western side, with hi 
bed of ripe wheat in the bottom, its tall walla, towers, and 
pinnacles of rock, and its distant vista of monntoin and forest, 
IB the most pictoresqne in Phrygia. 

The Turcoman reapers, who came up to see as and talk wiA 
ns, stud that there were the remains of walls on the summit of 
the prindpal acropolis oppOHite ns, and that, farther np the 
ralley, there was a chamber with two colnmns in front. 
Mr. Harrison and I saddled and rode off, passing along 
a wall of fiintastjc rock-turrets, at tba base of which was 
a natural colnmn, about t«n feet high, and five in diameter 
almost perfectly round, and upholding an immense r«ck, 
shaped like a cocked hat. In crossing the meadow we saw 
a Turk sitting in the sun beside a spring, and bnsily engaged 
in knitting a stocking. After a ride of two miles we found 
the chamber, hewn like the &;ade of a temple in an isolated 
rock, overlooking two valleys of wild meadow-land. The 
pediment and cornice were simple and beautiful, but the 
columns had been broken away. The chambers were perfectly 
plun, bnt the panel-work on the celling of the portico was 
entire. 

After passing three hours In ezamining these troibs, we 
took the track which onr guide ptnnted ont as the road to 
Kintahya. We rode two honrs throi^^ the forest, and cama 
ont opon a wooded hdght, overlooking a grand, open voUey , 
rich in gnun-fields and pasture land. While I was cratonplat- 
ting this lovely view, the road tamed a comer of tlu ridg^ 
and lo 1 before me there appeared (as I thought), abore tbi 
topi of the pines, high up on the mountain side, a line of enor 
ncm tenta. Those snow-white cones, uprearing tb^ dmr^ 
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tpint, ad Bpreading out their broad bases — what could the? be 
bnt an encampment of monster tents 7 Tet do ; they wen 
[dnimclai of white rock — perfect cones, from thirty to ODe hun 
dred feet In b^ht, twelve in all, and ranged side by side along 
the edgo of the clifT, with the predsion of a military camp. 
They wer« snow-white, perfectly smooth and fnll, and their 
bases touched. What made the spectacle more dngnlar, there 
was no other appearance of the same rock on the mountain. 
All aroond them was the dark-green of the pines, oat of which 
they rose like drifted horns of onbrokeD snow. I named thig 
ringnlar phenomenon — which seems to have escaped the 
notice of travellers — ^The Titan's Gamp. 

In another hour we reached a fountain near the village of 
Kftmbeh, and pitched our tents for the night. The village, 
which is half a mile in length, is bnilt npoa a singular crag, 
which shoots np abraptly firom the centre of the valley, rising 
at one extremity to a height of more than a hundred feet. It 
was entirely deserted, the inhabitants haying all gone off to 
the monntuDB with thor herds. The solitary mnezzin, who 
cried the taigkrA at the close of the fest, and lighted the 
Itunps on his minaret, went through with his work in most 
oDcIerical haste, now that there was no one to notice hun. We 
sent Achmet, the katwgte, to the mountain camp of the villo- 
gors, to procnre a supply of fowls and barley. 

We rose very early yesterday morning, shivering in the «old 
■ir of the monnt^ns, and just as the snn, bnrsdng through the 
(^W, looked down the little hollow where onr tents were 
^tched, set the caravan in motion. The ride down the valley 
WW eharmmg. The land was naturally rich and highly cnltt 
'•ted, which made its desertion the more singular. Ijeagnei 
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of wheat, lye and poppies spread aroand ns, left fbr the gnmmei 
warmth to do its sileat work. The dew sparkled on the fieldi 
as we rode throagh them, and the splendor of the flswera in 
bloBsom was eqnal to that of the plaips of Palestine, rhere 
were pnrple, white and ecarlet poppies ; the rich crimson lark- 
spur ; the red anemone ; the golden daisy ; the pink convolTO' 
Ins ; and a host of smaller blooms, bo intensely bright and 
dazzling in their hnes, that the meadows were richer than • 
pavement of precions jewels. To look towards the son, over 
a held of scariet poppies, was like looking on a bed of live 
coalB ; the light, striking through the petals, made them bnm 
aa with an inward Ore. Ont of this wilderness of goi^eoos 
GCdor, rose the tall spires of a larger plant, covered with great 
yellow flowers, while here and there the snowy blossoms of a 
dnmp of hawthorn sweetened the morning air. 

A short distance beyond Stlmbeh, we passed another groDp 
of ancient tombs, one of which was of cnrions decdgn. An 
isolated rock, thirty feet in height by twenty in diameter, was 
cat so aa to resemble a triangular tower, with the apex bcTelled. 
A. chamber, containing a sarcophagns, was hewn oat of the 
mterior. The entrance was ornamented with double colnnma 
in bas-relief, and a pediment. There was another arched 
chamber, cut directly throngh the base of the triangle, with ■ 
niche on each side, hollowed ont at the bottom so as to form a 
larcophagns. 

Leaving these, the last of the Phrygian tonbs, we stmci 
across the valley and ascended a high range of hills, covered 
with pine, to an upland, wooded region. Here we fonnd a 
nmmer village of log cabins, scattered over a grassy slope 
The people regarded ns with some cnrioeity, and the woma 
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hastdlf concealed their &ces. Mr. H. rode ap to a l&rge new 
hoDse, and peeped in between the Ic^. There were aeiera, 
women inside, who Htarted np in great confiision and tbroD 
3ver their heads whatever article vae moet convenient. An 
old man, with a long white beard, neatly dressed in a green 
Jacket and shawl tnrban, came ont and welcomed ns. I asked 
for luamai, which he promised, and immediately brought ont a 
carpet and spread it on the ground. Then followed a large 
basin of kaimak, with wooden spoons, three loaves of bread, 
and a plate of cheese. We seated oorselvee on the carpet, and 
delved in with the spoons, while the old man retired lest hif 
appetite ahonld be provoked. The milk was excellent, aoi 
were the bread and cheese to be despised. 

While we were eating, the Khowagee, or schoolmaster of the 
commonity, a genteel little man in a ronnd white torban, came 
op to inqaire of Fran9ais who we were. " That efl^ndi in the 
blue dress," said he, " is the Bey, is he not ?" " Yes," swd F. 
" And the other, with the striped shirt and white turban, is a 
writer V [Here he was not far wrong.] " Bat how is it that 
the effendis do not speak Turkish ?" he persisted. " Because," 
said Francois, " their fathers were exiled by Snltan Mahmond 
when they were small children. They have grown np in 
Aleppo like Arabs, and have not yet learned Tnrkish ; bat 
Qod grant that the Snltan may not tarn his face away from 
tbem, and that they may regain the rank their fathers once had 
in Stambool." " God grant it I" replied the Khowagee, 
greatly interested in the story. By this time we had eaten oar 
fall share of the kofmak, which was finished by Francois and 
the kato^ees. The old man now came np, mounted on a 
inn mare, stating that he was bound for Kintahya, and wai 
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veliglited with the proapect of trarelling In sncti good eompt^ 
I gave one of bis jODUg children some mone;, as the kalraak 
was tendered ont of pare hospitality, and so we rode oft 

Our new companion was armed to the teeth, having a long gm 
with a heavy wooden stock aad nondescript lock, and a sword 
of excellent metal. It was, in fact, a weapon of the old Greek 
empire, and the cross was still enamelled in gold at the root of 
the blade, in Bpite of all his efforts to scratch it oat. He wat 
BomethiDg of afaieer, having made a pilgrimage to Mecca and 
JemsaleoL He was very inqnisitive, plying Francois with 
questions about the government. The latter answered that 
we were not connected with the government, but the old fellow 
shrewdly hinted that he knew better — we were persons of raok, 
travellii^ incognito. He was very attentive to as, offering qs 
water at every fonntoin, although he believed ns to be good 
Husanlmang. We fonnd him of some service as a guide, short- 
ening our road by taking by-paths through the woods. 

For several hoars we traversed a beautiftilly wooded re^mi 
of hills. Gracefnl clamps of pine shaded the grassy knoUs, 
where the sheep and silky-hured goats were basking at rest, 
and the Mr was filled with a warm, snnuner smell, blown from 
the banks of golden broom. Now and then, from the thickets 
of laurel and arbntns, a shrill shepherd's reed piped some 
joyous woodland melody. Was It a Faun, astray among thft 
hills T Qreea dells, open to the snnehine, and beautifnl u 
dreams of Arcady, divided the groves of piue. The sky over 
head was pure and cloudless, clasping the landscape with itt belt 
of peace and silence. Oh, that delightfol region, haunted hj 
all the bright spirits of the immortal Oredon Song I Ohaaed 
away from the rest of the earth, here they have fonnd a boaH 
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— ben secret altan nnuia to tiiem ttom the tinm thtt an 
departedl 

Ont of these woods, we passed Into a lonely pltdn, iDclosed 
bj jHUf hills that brightened in the thin, pure ether. In the 
^stance were some shepherds' tents, and maaical goat-bells tin- 
kled dong the edges of the woods. From the crest of a loft; 
ridge beyond this plain, we looked back over the wild solitudes 
wherein we had been travelling for two days — long ranges of 
dark hills, fbding away behind each other, with a perspective 
tiiat hinted of the hidden gnlft between. From the western 
alop^, a still more extensive prospect opened before ns. Ovei 
ridges covered with forests of oak and pine, we saw the valley of 
the Pnrs^ the andent Thym'urins, stretching tat away to the 
misty liM of Eeshish Dagh. The monntuns behind Kintahya 
loomed np high and grand, making a fine feature in the middle 
distance. We canght bat fleeting glimpses of the riew through 
the trees ; and then, plnn^g into the forest ^^n, descended 
to ft cnltivated slope, whereon there was a little Tillage, now 
deterted. The grare-yard beside it was shaded with laige 
r-odar-trees, and near it there was a fonntain of excellent water. 
" Here," siud the old man, " yoa can wash and pray, and then 
rest awhile onder the trees." Francis excased ns by saying 
that, while on a jonmey, we always bathed before praying ; 
but, not to slight his faith entirely, I washed my hands and face 
htihn sitting down to onr scanty breakfast of bread and 
wator. 

Oar path now led down through long, winding glens, over 
grovn with oaks, from which the wild yellow honeyanckles Mi 
hi a shower of blossoms. As we drew near the valley, the old 
man b^aa tc Unt that his presence had been of great service 
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to n^ and deaerred recompense. " Ood knows," said bo to 
Fran^oiB, "in what comer of the moontauie you might now be 
if I had not accompanied jon." " Oh," replied Francois, " there 
are always plenty of people among the woods, who would hare 
been equally as Und as yooraelf in Bhowing na the way." Ke 
then spofce of the robbers in the neighborhood, and pointed oat 
lome graTes by the road-side, as those of persons who had 
been murdered. " Bnt," he added, "eyerybody in these porta 
knows me, and whoeTer is in company with me is always safe." 
The Greek assnred him that we always depended on oorselvei 
for om- safety. Defeated on these tacks, he boldly affirmed 
that his seiricea were worthy of payment. " Bnt," sud Frao- 
90is, " yon told as at the Tillage that yon had business in Kin- 
tahya, and «Jnld be glad to join as for the sake of hani^ 
company on the road." " Well, then," rejoined the old fellow, 
making a last effort, " I leare the matter to your politeness. 
" Certwnly," replied the impertorbable dragoman, " we conia 
not he BO impolite as to offer money to a man of yonr wealth 
and station ; we conld not inanlt yon by giving yon alma," 
The old IhiTcoman thereupon gave a sfamg and a gmnt, made 
a Bnllen good-by salntation, and left ns. 

It was nearly six o'clock when we reached the Forsek. 
There was no sign of the city, bnt we conld barely discern an old 
fortress on the lofty cliff which commands the town. A long 
stone bridge crossed the river, which here separates into half a 
dozen channels. The waters are swift and clear, and wind 
away in devions mazes throngh the broad green meadows. We 
harried on, thinking we saw minarets in the distance, bnt they 
proved to be poplars. The san sank lower and lower, and 
finally went down before there waa any token of onr being Id 
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ihe viamtj of the city. Soon, howeTer, a line of tiled rooft 
appeared along tbe alope of a hill on oar left, and tarning; its 
baxe, ve b&w the city before us, filling the moath of a deep 
valley or gorge, vhich opened from the monntarins. 

Bat the horses are saddled, and Fran^oiH tells me it is time 
to put ap my pen. We are off, over the monntains, bl the old 
Greek dtj of (Ezani, m the TsUey of the Bhyndacoa 
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Oh entering Kintohya, we passed the barracks, wiiich^ were 
tie reddeDce of Koeanth and his companions in exile. Bejond 
them, we came to a broad street, down which flowed the rilest 
stream of filth of which even a Turkish dty conid ever boast. 
The honses on either side were two stories high, the upper 
part of wood, with hanging balconies, over which shot tha 
eaves of the tiled rools. The welcome cannon had jost 
Bonnded, annonndng the close of the day's fast. The coOb^ 
■hops were abeadj crowded with lean and hoogry costomera, 
the inpes were filled and lighted, and the co9be smoked in the 
finjam. In half a minate snch whiffs arose on all ndea as it 
woold bave'cbeered the heart of a genuine smoker to behold. 
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Out of the« cheerftal places we passed into othw street* which 
were entirely deserted, the inhabitants being at dinner. It 
bad a weird, nncomfortable effect to ride throogh streets 
wbere the clatter of onr horses' hoofs was the only BOnad of 
life. At last we reached the entrance to a bazaar, and near it 
a khan — a new khan, Tery neatly built, and with a spare room 
so mnch better than we expected, that we congratolated onr- 
seWes heartily. We unpacked in a hurry, and Francois ran 
off to the bazaar, from which he speedily retnmed with some 
roast kid, encumbers, and cherries. We lighted two lamps, I 
borrowed the oda-bashi's narghileh, and Frangois, learning that 
it was onr national anniyeraary, procured as a flask of Greek 
wine, that we might do it honor. The beverage, however, 
resembled a mixtnre of vinegar and sealing-wax, and we con- 
tented onrselves with drinking patriotic toasts, in two fliyans 
of excellent coffee. Bat in the midst of our enjoyment, hap- 
pening to cast my eye on the walls, I saw a sight that turned 
all our boney into gall. Scores on scores — nay, hundreds on 
hundreds — of enormous bed-bugs swarmed on the plaster, and 
were already descending to our beds and baggage. To sleep 
there was impossible, bnt we succeeded in getting possesuon of 
one of the outside balconies, where we made onr beds, after 
search in g them thoroughly. 

In the evening a merchant, who spoke a little Arabic, came 
op to me and asked : " Is not your Excellency's friend the 
buUn patha?" (chief physican). I did not venture to assent, 
bnt replied ; " No ; he is a tmeakh." This was beyond hia 
eomprehensiOD, and he went away with the impression that 
Mr. H. was much greater than a Aakim pasha. I slept soundly 
on my outdoors bed, bnt was awakened towards morning by 
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two tremendoua dape or thunder, eduring In the gorge, and tbt 
rsttlii^ of rain on the roof of the khan. 

I spent two or three honrs next morning in taking a Bnrrej 
of Kiotahfa. The town is moch larger than I had Bnppoeed ; 
I should jndge it to contun from fifty to nxty thoosand inhabi 
tanta. The sitnatjon is remarkable, and ^res a pictnresqae 
effect to the place when seen from abore, wUch makes one 
forget its internal filth. It is built in the month of a gorge, 
and aronnd the bases of the hU!a on »ther side. The lofty 
monntains which rise behind it supply it with perpetual springs 
of pure water. At every dozen stepa you come upon a fono- 
taiu, aud every large street has a brook in the centre. The 
honaes are all two and many of them three stories high, with 
han^g balconies, which remind me much of Switzerland. 
The bazaars are very extensive, covering all the base of the hiQ 
on which stands the andent dtadel. The goods displayed were 
mostly European cotton fabrics, qumcaiUerie, boots and slippers, 
pipfr-sticks and silks. In the parts devoted to the prodace <rf 
the country, I saw very fine cherries, cocombers and lettuce, 
and bundles of magnificent dover, three to four feet high. 

We climbed a steep path to the dtadel, which covers tin 
inmndt of an abrupt, isolated hill, connected by a shoulder 
with the great range. The walls are nearly a mile in circoi^ 
consisting almost wholly of immense circular bnttresses, placed 
BO near each other that they almost touch. The connecting 
walls are broken down on the northern side, so that from below 
the buttresses have the appearance of enormous shattered 
edunms. ^ey are boilt of rough atones, with regular layers 
rf fiat, bomt bricks. On the highest part of the hill standi 
Uie fivtress, or stronghold, a place which mnat have be«E 
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■InuMt Impregnable bef<Hv the indention of canDon. Tb» struc 
tnre probably dates from the ninth or tenth centnry, but it 
baQt on the foondationa of more ancient edifices. The old 
Qreek dty of Cotysom (whence Kintahja) probably stood 
apon thia hiU. Within tha citadel is an npper town, contain- 
ing about a hundred hooses, the residence, apparently of poor 
families. 

From the lurcnit of the walls, on every side, there are grand 
rieva over the plain, the city, and the gorges of the monn- 
tiuas behind. The railley of the Pnrseh, freshened by the last 
night's shower, spread ont a sheet of viTid green, to the pin»- 
covered moontuns which bounded it on all sides. Aronnd 
the dty it was adorned with groves and gardens, and, in the 
direction of Brousa, white roads went winding away to other 
gardens and villages in the distance. The mountains of 
Phrygia, throngh which we had passed, were the loftiest in 
the circle that inclosed the valley. The city at onr feet pro- 
Rented a thick array of red-tiled roofs, ont of wluch rose here 
and there the taper shaft of a minaret, or the dome of a 
mosque or bath. From the sontheru side of the dtadel, we 
looked down into tha gorge which supplies Kintahya with 
water — a wild, desert landscape of white crags and shattered 
Make of gray rock, hanging over a narrow winding bed of the 
greenest foliage. 

Instead of taking the direct road to Brousa, we dedded ti 
make a detour of two days, in order to visit the mins of the old 
Greek dty of (Ezani, which are thirty-six miles south of Kin- 
tahya. Leaving at noon, we ascended the gorge behind the 
litj, by deli^tfnlly embowered paths, at first under the eaves 
at inperti walnut-trees, and then through wild thickets <^ wil 
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fanr, buel, priret, and other ahniba, tangled together with tbt 
odorona white honeysackle. 2?ear the city, the monntoiiMddea 
were bare white masses of gypaum and other rock, in hudj 
places with the pirest clirome-fellow hoe ; bat u we advanced, 
thej were clothed to the Bommit with copsewood. The streanu 
that foamed down these perennial heights were led into buried 
channels, to come to light again in sparkling fonntajna, ponring 
into erei^aU stone basins. The day was cool and clondj, and 
the heavy shadows which hung on the great sides of the moun- 
tain gateway, heightened, by contrast, the glory of the snnlit 
plain seen through them. 

After passing the sommit ridge, probably 5,000 feet abore 
the sea, we come npon a wooded, hilly r^on, stretching away 
m long misty lines to Morad Dagh, whose head was spotted 
with snow. There were patches of wheat and rye in the hol- 
lows, and the bells of distant herds tinkled occasionally among 
the trees. There was no village on the road, and we were op 
the way to one which we saw in the distance, when we came 
npon a meadow of good grass, with a small stream mnning 
through it Here we encamped, sending Achmet, the kator- 
gee, to the village for milk and e^is. The ewes had jut been 
milked (or the soppers of their owners, bnt they went over the 
flock agun, stripping their adders, which greatly improved 
the qnality of the milk. The night was so cold that I coold 
scarcely sleep daring the morning hoars. There wu a chill, 
ksavy dew on the meadow ; bnt when Francois awoke me at 
annrisr, the sky was splendidly clear and pnre, and tiw eariy 
beams had a little warmth in them. Oar coffee, before start 
ing, made with sheep's nulk, was the richest I ever drank. 

After riding for two hoora across broad, wild ridges, ooreiad 
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with cedar, ire reached a height overlooking the valle; at thf 
RbyndacoH, or nther the plain whence he draws hia goorcea — 
ft circnkr level, tea or twelve mileg in diameter, and contnut 
ing towards the west into a narrow dell, through which hil 
Wfttere find outlet ; several villages, each embowered in go- 
dens, were scattered along the bases of the hills that inclose it 
We took the wrong road, bnt were set aright bj a herdsman, 
and after threading a lane between thriving grain-fieldii, were 
cheered bj the sight of the Temple of (Esaoi, lifted on its 
acropolis above the orchards of ChavdiLr, and standing on' 
iharp and clear i^ainst the purple ot the hills. 

Oor approach to the citj was marked bj the blocks of sculp- 
Inred marble that lined the way : elegant mouldings, cornices, 
and eatablatnres, thrown together with common stone to make 
walls between the Gelds. The village is baUt on both mdes of 
the Rbpdacna ; it is on ordinary Tarkish hamlet, with tiled 
roofs and chimneys, and exhibits very few of the remains of 
the old city in ite composition. This, I snspect, is owing to 
the great size of the hewn blocks, especially of the pillars, 
cornices, and entablatures, nearly all of which are from twelve 
to fifteen feet long. It is &om the size and nnmber of these 
scattered blocks, rather than from the bnildings which still 
partially exist, that one obtains an idea of the size and splen- 
dor of the ancient CBzani. The place is filled with fragments, 
especnally of colnmns, of which there are several hundred, 
nearly all finely Anted. The Bhyndacns ia etiil spanned by an 
ancient bridge of three arches, and both banks are lined with 
fitm of hewn stone. Tall poplars and massy walnuts of tha 
richest green shade the clear waters, and there are many jniy 
tarenqne combinations of foliage and min — death and life — 
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which would charm a painter's eye. Near the bridge wi 
■topped to examine a pile of immeDse fragments which hava 
been thrown together by the Tnrks — ^pillars, cornices, altar^ 
[riecea of a fHeie, with balls' beads bonnd together hj hanging 
garlands, and a large square block, with a l^ble tablet. It 
resembled an altar in form, and, from the word "ArtaMdonm," 
appeared to hare belonged to some temple to Diana. 

Passing throngh the village we came to a grand artifitnai 
platform on its western side, called the Acropolis. It is (rf 
solid masonry, fire hnndred feet sqaare, and arer^ing ten feet 
in height. On the eaatera side it is supported on rade thongh 
massiTC arches, resembling Etrnscan workmanship. On the 
top and aronnd the edges of this platform lie great nambers of 
Anted colomns, and immense fragments of cornice and archi- 
trave. In the centre, on a fonndation platform abont eight 
feet high, stands a beaatifnl Ionic temple, one hnndred feet in 
length. On approaching, it appeared nearly perfect, except 
the roof, and so many of the colamns remain standing that its 
rained condition scarcely injures the effect. There &re seventeen 
colmnns on the aide and eight at the end, Ionic in style, Anted, 
and fifty feet in height. About half the cella remuns, with an 
elegant frieze and cornice along the top, and a series of tablets, 
set ID panels of ornamental scnlptnre, running along the ddes. 
The front of the cella includes a small open peristyle, with two 
composite Corinthian colamns at the entrance, making, with 
those of the onter colonnade, eighteen columns standing. The 
tablets contam Greek inscriptions, perfectly legible, where the 
(tone has not been shattered. Under the temple there arelugc 
vaults, which we found filled np with young kids, who had 
(one in.-thete to esO^ the heat of the sun. The porticft wsi 
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octiopled bj iheep, which at first refiued to make Toom for tu, 
Mid gare Btrong olfactor; evidence of tli^ pivtanlity tor thi 
temple as a regting-place. 

On the side of a Iiill, abont three hundred yards to the 
north, are the remains of a theatre. Orogaiiig some patches of 
barley and lentils, we entered a stadinm, forming an exteoBion 
of the theatre — that is, it took the same breadth and direction, 
BO that the two might 1m considered aa one grand work, more 
than one thousand feet long bj nearly fonr hundred wide. 
The walls of the stadium are hnrled down, except an entranct 
of five arches of massive masonry, on tlie western side. We 
rode np the artificial valley, between high, grassy hills, com- 
pletely covered with what at a distance resembled loose boards, 
bnt which were actually the long marble seats of the stadinm. 
Urging oar horaes over piles of loose blocks, we reached the 
base of the theatre, climbed the fragments that comber the 
main entrance, and looked on the spacious arena and galleriea 
witliin. Although greatly mined, the materials <rf the whole 
strnctnre remain, and might be pnt together agun. It is a 
grand wreck ; the colossal fragments which have tumbled from 
the arched prosceniam fill the arena, and the rows of seats, 
thoDgh broken and disjointed, still retf^n their original order. 
It is somewhat more than a semicircle, the radins beiI^; about 
one hundred and eighty feet. The original height was upwards 
of fifty feet, and there were fifty rows of seats in all, 
each row capable of seating two hundred persons, so that 
the number of spectators who conld be accommodated was 
dght thousand. 

The fh^fmenta cumbering the arena were eno rmous, and 
highly interesting frvm thoir chu^irt^^^^^^ltMriet 
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Uocis at cornice, ten feet long ; fluted and reeded plllm 
great arcs Of beavilj-carTed Bcnlptare, wtiich appeared to ban 
lerred as architraTeH from pillar to pillar, along tbe face of 
the proscenimn, where there was eveij trace of having been a 
colonnade ; and other blocks Bcalptnred with Glares of ani- 
malB in alto^elievo. There were generally two figures on each 
block, and among those which could be recognized were the 
dog and the lion. Doors opened from the prosceniom ioto the 
retiring-rooms of tbe actors, under which were the ranlts 
where the beasts wrre kept. A young fox or jackal started 
from his siesta as we entered the theatre, and took refng« 
under tbe loose blocks. Looking backwards throagh tbe 
stadinm from tbe seats of the tbeatre, we bad a lovely view of 
the t«mple, standing out clear and bright in the midst of tiie 
summer plwn, with the snow-atreaked eoinmitg of Morad Dtigb 
in the distance. It was a picture which I shall long remen> 
Der. The desolation of the magnificent ruins was made aU 
the more impreamre by the silent, solitary air of the r^on 
aroimd them. 

Leaving GbavdtLr in the afternoon, we strock northward, 
down the valley of the Bbyndacns, over tracts of rolling land, 
interspersed with groves of cedar and pine. There were so 
manjr branch roads and crossings that we conld not fail to go 
wrong ; and after two or three honrs found ourselves in 
the midst of a forest, on the broad top of a mountain, withoat 
any road at alL There were some herdsmen tending their 
flocks near at hand, but they could ffve us no satisfactory 
direction. We thereupon took our own course, and won 
brought up on the brink of a predpice, overhanghig a deep 
raHey. Away to tbe eastward we caught a f^pu of tlw 
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BhfndacnB, and the wooden minaret of a little village on mi 
banks. Following the edge of the predpice, we came at last 
to a glen, down which ran a rongh footpath that finallj 
fondnctbd US, b; a long road through the foreste, to the 
fOlage of Daghje Kfii, where we are now encamped. 

The place aeema to be devoted to the making of flints, and 
the streets are filled with piles of the ctiipped fragments. Onr 
tent is intched on the bank of the river, in a barren meadow. 
rbe people tell ns that the whole region roond about has Jnst 
been visited hj a plagae of grasBhoppers, which have destroyed 
their crops. Our beasts have wandered off to the hills, 
in search for grass, and the disconsolate Hadji is hunting 
them. Achmet, the katnrgee, lies near the fire, sick ; Mr. 
Harrison compltuns of fever, and Frangois moves abont lan- 
giddlj, with a lUamal countenance. 80 here we are in thi soli- 
tudes of Bithjnia, but there is do God but Qod, and that 
whidi is destined emnes to post. 
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of Grmhoppon— A I>e«U»— »e Tcwn cf fto 
:e»e toa Blg^dMos— Tbt Baiw ot Oljmp»- 
— BoeneiT of tbe Bamnitl— Foivte of Bwdi- 
Skw-HUH— IleweDt of the Moantilp—The View ot Olrmpas— HotdIdb— He Lud of 
HiirToil— AlneghLBl— A Bhoirei7 Ride— The PJnlo of Broii»— The Blnictiire of Oljm 
fW— Wa KMb B«iu»— The Tool i> FnrlEiL 



From Daghje KCi, there were two roads to Tanstanlll, bat tbe 
people infOTiDed na that the one which led across the monn- 
tains was difficult to find, and almost impractiCBble. We 
therefore took the riTcr road, which we fonnd pictoresqne in 
the h^heat degree. The narrow dell of the Bhyndacns wound 
throngh a labyrinth of mountains, Bometimes tnrnlng at sharp 
angles between cra^y buttresses, covered with forests, and 
BometimeB broadening ont into a sweep of valley, where the 
villagers were working in companies among the gnun and 
poppy fields. The banks of the stream were lined with oak, 
willow and sycamore, aud forests cf pine, descending from tha 
mountains, frequently overhung thf road. We met nmnberf 
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at peaeonts, going to and from the flelda, and ODce a company 
of some twenty women, who, on seeing ns, closteied together 
h'ke a flock of frightened sheep, aud threw their mantles orei 
their heads. They had carioaitj enongh, howerer, to peep at 
na as we went bj, and I made them a salatation, which thej 
returned, and then burst into a chorus of hearty laughter. All 
this region was rar^^ by a plague of grasshoppers. Tha 
earth wai black with them in many places, and our horses 
ploughed up a Uving spray, as they drove forward through the 
meadows. Every spear of grass was destroyed, and the wheat 
and rye fields were terribly cut up. We passed a large crag 
where myriads of starlings had built their nests, and ever; 
Btarhug had a grasshopper in hia month. 

We crossed the river, in order to pass a narrow defile, b; 
which it forces its way through the rocky heights of Dumanidj 
Dagh. Soon after passing the ridge, a broad and beautiful 
valley expanded before us. It was about ten mfles in breadth, 
nearly level, and surroauded by picturesque ranges of wooded 
mountains. It was well cultivated, principally in rye and pop- 
pies, and more thickly populated than almost any part of 
Europe. The tinned tops of the minarete of Tanshanlil shone 
over the top of a hill in front, and there was a large town 
neariy opposite, on the other bank of the Khyndacus, and 
i>eTen small villages scattered about in various directions. Most 
of the latter, however, were merely the winter habitations of 
the herdsmen, who are now hving in tents on tha mountain 
tops. All over the valley, the peasants were at work in the 
harvest-fields, cutting and binding grain, gathering opium from 
the poppies, or weeding the yonng tobacco. In the south, ovei 
the rim of the hills that shut in ttis pastoral solitude, rose tbf 
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kmg bine aammits of TJras Dagb. We rode into 1 
vhidi is a long town, filling np & hollow betireeo two tUaij 
hilla. The honses are bU of atone, two sUmea high, with tiled 
loofo and chimneTs, so that, but fior the clapboardod and 
shingled minaretB, it wonld answer tar a Iforth-QennaB 
Tillage. 

The streeta were nearly deserted, and even in the bazaar^ 
which are of some extent, ne fonnd bnt few persons. Those 
few, howerer, showed a laudable corijsit/ with r^ard to as, 
clnstenng aboat as whenever we stopped, and staring at 
OH with prorohing pertinadty. We bad some diScnltj in 
procuring information concerning the road, the directjona beii^ 
BO contradictory that we were as ranch in the dark as erer. 
We lost half an hour in wandering among the hiUs ; and, after 
trareHing four honrs over pin; uplands, without finding the 
rill^e of Kara KGi, encamped on a dry plain, on the western 
bank of the river. There was not a spear of grass fbr the 
beasts, eTerything being eaten np by the gra8sho|q)erB, and 
there were no TurcomaDs new who could supply ns with food. 
So we dined on hard l>read and black coffee, and our forlorn 
beasts walked languidly about, cropping the dry stalks of weeds 
and the Jniceless roots of the dead grass. 

We crossed the river next morning, and took a road fbllow 
ing its coorae, and shaded with willows and sycamores. The 
lofty, wooded ranges of the Mysian Olympus lay befi»e us, 
and our day's work was to pass them. After passing the Til- 
lage of Kara K&i, wc left the valley of the Bhyudacna, and 
commenced ascendii^ one of the long, projecting spurs throat 
oat from the main chun of Olympus. At first we rode 
through thickets of scrubby cedar, but soon oame to mapdfi 
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cent pine forests, that grew taller and Btnrdier the bigher we 
elomb. A superb moontain landBcape opened behind ns. Th« 
TaQeys sank deeper and deeper, and at last disappeared behind 
the great rii^s that heaved themBelrefl oat of the wfldemeei 
of smaller hills. All these ridges were covered with forests ] 
and BB we looked backwards oat of the tremendoos gnlf up the 
sides of which we were climbing, the scenery was wholly wild 
and ancnltivated. Oar path hong on the imminent side 
of a chasm so steep that one slip might have been destmction 
to both horse and rider. Far below ns, at the bottom of the 
chasm, roared an invisible torrent. The opposite side, vapory 
^om its depth, rose like an immense wall agiunst Heaven. 
Fhe pines were even grander than those in the woods of 
Fhry^a. Here they grew taller and more dense, bating 
tbrar dondy bonghs over the giddy depths, and clntching with 
desperate roots to the ahnost perpendicular udes of the gorges. 
In many places they were the primeval forests of Olympos, 
and the Hamadryads were not yet firightened fi^nn their haunts. 
l^os, slowly toiling np through the sublime wilderness, 
breathing the cold, pnre air of those lofty regions, we came at 
last to a little stream, slowly trickling down the bed of the 
gorge. It was shaded, not by the pine, bnt by the Northeni 
beech, with ito white trunk and close, confidential bonghs, 
made for the talks of lovers and the meditations of poets. 
Here we stopped to breakfast, bat there was nothing for the 
poor beasts to eat, and they waited for as droopingly, with 
thdr heads thrnst together. While we sat tiiere three 
CMitds descended to the stream, and after them a goard witli 
ft kng gun. He vrai a well-made man, with a brown tact, 
kem, black eye, and pratical air, and wonld have made a goai 
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hero <X modem romance. Higher ap we came to a goard 
honse, on a little deared space, sarroanded bj Iwech foiesti 
II was a rough stone hnt, with a white flag planted on a pidt 
before it, and a miniature water-wheel, ronning a nuniaton 
raw at a most destmctire rate, beside the door. 

Gontiniiing oar waj, we entered on a re^on sach as X had 
no idea could be found in Asia. The mountains, from the 
bottoms of the goi^es to th^ topmost summits, were oorered 
with the most superb forests of beech I ever saw — masses of 
impenetrable foliage, of the most brilliant green, touched ber« 
and there by the darker top of a pine. Oar road was throogh 
a deep, dark shade, and on either side, np and down, we saw 
bat a cool, shadowy solitude, sprinkled with dots of emerald 
light, and redolent with the odor of damp earth, moss, and 
dead leaves. It was a forest, the counterpart of which could 
only be found in America — such primeyal magnitude of growth, 
such wild luxuriance, sacb coraplete solitude and silence I 
Through the shafts of the pines we had caught gloriooi 
glimpaea of the blue mountain world below ns ; but now the 
beech folded us in its arms, and whispered in our ears the 
legends of Our Northern home. There, on the ridges of the 
Myaian Olympus, sacred to the bright goda of Grecian song, I 
found the inspiration of oar darker and colder dime and age. 
" Ogloriosi spiriti degli hoseM P' 

I could scarcely contain myself, from sarprise and jojr. 
Fran9oiR failed to find French adjectives sufBcient for his admi- 
ration, and even our cheating katui^es were touched by the 
spirit of the scene. On either side, whenever a glimpse coald 
be had through the boughs, we looked apon leaning walls cX 
treea, whose tall, rounded tops basked in the sunshine, wUk 
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flidr baaes were wrapped in the ab&dowa cart b; themaelTeb' 
TbvB, folded over each other like scales, or feathers on a 
Ucon's wing, they clad the monntun. The trees were taller, 
•nd had a darker and more glossy leaf than the American 
beech. By and by patches of bloe shone between the bongha 
before ns, a sign that the summit was near, and before one 
o'clot^ we Btood upon the narrow ridge forming the crest of 
the monnt^n. Here, althongh we were between five and six 
thousand feet abore the sea, the woods of beech were a 
hundred feet in height, and ahat oat all view. On the 
northern aide the forest scenery is even grander than on the 
BOnthem. The beeches are magnificent trees, straight as an 
arrow, and from a hondred to a hundred and fifty feet in height. 
Only now and then could we get any view beyond the sbadowj 
depths sinking below ns, and then it was only to see similai 
mountain ranges, bnried in foliage, and rolling hr behind each 
otbn into the distance. Twice, ld the depth of the gorge, we 
WW a saw-mill, turned by the snow-cold torrents. E^es of 
{ane and beechen boards were heaped around them, and the 
lawyers were bnsily plying their lonely business. The axe of 
ttie woodman echoed but rarely through the gnl&, though many 
large trees lay felled by the roadside. The rock, which 
occadonally cropped out of the soil, was white marble, and 
there was a shining precipice of it, three hundred feet high, on 
the opposite side (tf the gorge. 

Aft<r four hours of steady descent, during the lart hour of 
wbkA we passed into a forest entirely of oaks, we reached tiie 
Int terrace at the base of the mountaia Here, as I wai 
riding in advance of the caravan, I met a company at l^irkiit 
nOcers, who saluted me with an inclination of the moat pro 
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found nrereiice. I replied with dae Oriental gravitj, wUek 
seemed to Jnatify their lespect, for wiien thej met Fran^oi^ 
who is ercrywhere looked upon as a Tarkish janissary, tlx^ 
asked: "Is not jour master a Shtk\ d-ItUimV "Youwt 
right ; he is," answered the unscrapnlaDB Greek. A SheUi 
cl-Islam is a sort of high-pneat, corresponding in dignity to a 
Cardinal In the Roman Catholic Chnrch. It is rather Bingnkr 
that I am generally taken for a Secretary of some kind, or a 
Moslem priest, while my companion, who, by this time, has 
asGnmed the Oriental expression, is supposed to be dther medi- 
cal or miUtary. 

We had no sooner left the forests and entered the copB» 
wood which followed, than the bine bnlk of Olympna suddenly 
appeared in the west, towering for into the sky. It ia a magiii> 
Scent monnttun, with a broad though broken summit, streaked 
with snow. Before us, stretching away almost to his base, lay 
a grand mountain slope, covered with orchards and golden 
harrest-fields. Throngh lanes of hawthorn and chestnut trees 
in blossom, which were overgrown with snowy clematis and 
made a shady roof above our heads, we reached the little 
Tillage of Orta E5i, and encamped in a grove of pear-trees. 
There was grass for onr beasts, who were on the brink of 
starvation, and fowls and encumbers for onrselves, who had 
been limited to bread and coffee for two days. But as one 
necessity was restored, another disappeared. We had smoked 
the last of oor delicious Aleppo tobacco, and that which tbt 
villagers gave us was of very inferior quality. Neverthdes^ 
the pipe which we nmoked with them in the twilight, beidde thi 
marble foQutain, promoted that peace of mind which ii tbs 
weeteet preparative of sinmber. 
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Fnui^ia was determined to finish oar journey to-daj. He 
bad a presentiment that we ahoiild reach Brooaa, althongb I 
expected nothing of the kind. He called as long before tha 
lOTelj pastoral valley in which we lay had a soapicion of the 
son, bat jnst in time to see the first rays strike the high head 
of Olympos. The long lines of snow blnahed with an opaline 
radiancfl against the dark-bine of the morning sky, and all the 
forests and fields below lay still, and cool, and dewy, la|^>ed ic 
dreams yet nnrecalled by the Ming moon. I bathed my foce 
in the cold well that perpetually poured orer its full brim, 
drank the cotfee which Frau9ois had already prepared, sprang 
iato the saddle, and began Ae last day of onr long pilgrimage. 
The tent was folded, alas I for the last time ; and now fore- 
well to the freedom of onr wandering life I Shall I ever feel 
it agun f 

The dew glistened on the chestants and the walnats, on the 
wUd grape-nnes and wild roses, that shaded onr road, as we fol- 
lowed the coarse of an Olympian stream throagb a charming 
dell, into the great plain below, Ererywhere the same boanti- 
fol soil, the same snperb orchards, the same ripe fields of wheat 
and barley, and ailTer rye. The peasants were at woA, meo 
and women, catling the grain with rode scythes, binding it into 
sbearefl, and stacking it in the fields. As we rode over the 
plain, the boys came rnnning ont to ns with handfbls of grun, 
saluting OB from abr, bidding as welcome as pilgrims, wishing 
OB as many years of prosperity as there were kernels in thni 
theaves, and kissing the hands that gare them the harrest-tolL 
The whole landscape had an air of plenty, peace, and content- 
ment. The people all greeted as cordially; and once a MerleTi 
Derrish and a stately Tnrk, riding in company, sainted me K 
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re^ectfully, atop|uug to speak with me, that I quite ngnttet 
being obliged to assaine an air of dignified TOBerre^ and ridt 
awaj (ironi them. 

Ere long, we saw the two white minarets of Aln^hiid, 
above the line of orchards in front of as, and, in three hoon 
after starting, reached the place. It ia a mat-il town, not par 
ticnlarlf clean, bat with brisk-looking bazaars. In one of the 
honeea, I saw half-a-jozen pairs of snperb antlers, the spoili 
of Olympian stags. The bazaar is covered with a tmllised 
roof, overgrown with grape-vines, which hang enormous bonchefl 
of jonng grapes over the shop-boarda. We were cheered bj 
the news that Brooaa was onlj eight boors distant, and I now 
began to hope that we might reach it. We jogged on aa fast 
as we conld ni^ our wear; horses, passed another belt of 
orchard land, p^d more harvest-tolls to the reapers, and com- 
menced ascending a chain of low hills which divides the plain 
of AineghiSl from that of Bronaa. 

At a foantain called the " mid-day konndk," we met soma 
travellera coming from Bronsa, who informed ns that we conld 
get there by the time of atxr prayer. Rounding the north- 
eastern base of Olympos, we now saw before ns the long head- 
land which forms his sonth-western eztrenuty. A storm waa 
arising from the sea of Marmora, and heavy white clonds set- 
tled on the topmost summits of the monntain. The wind b^an 
to blow freah and cool, and when we had reached a height 
overlooking the deep valley, in the botton of which lies the 
[uctaresqne village of Ak-sn, there were long showery iiiwa 
coming np from the sea, and a filmy sheet of gray nSn 
teoendod between ns and Olympos, throwing hia vast bulk br 
hito the background. At Ak-an, the first shower met as, poor 
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lag mt &8t and thick that we were obliged to pnt on onr capote^ 
and halt mider a walnat-tree for shelter. Bat it hooq passed 
orer, Ujiug the dmt, for the time, and making the air sweet 
Bod cooL 

We pushed fwwsrd orer heights covered with ^ ouDg forests 
of oak, which are protected by the goTemment, in order that 
they may faruish stiip-timber. On the right, we looked down 
into magnificent Talleys, opening towards the west into the 
the plain of Bronsa ; bnt when, in the middle of the afternoon, 
we reached the last height, and saw the great plain itself, the 
climax was attuned. It was the crown of all that we had yet 
seen. This snperb plain or valley, thirty miles long, by fiye in 
breadth, spread away to the westward, between the mighty 
mass of Olympns on the one side, and a range of lofty monn- 
tains on the other, the aides of which presented a charming 
mixture of forest and cultivated land. Olympus, covered with 
woods of beech and oak, towered to the clonds that concealed 
his snowy bead ; and far in advance, ander the last cape he 
threw ont towards the sea, the hundred minarets of Bronsa 
stretched in a white and glittering line, like the masts of a 
navy, whose halls were bnried in the leafy sea. No words can 
describe the beauty of the valley, the blending of the richest 
cultivation with the wildest natural lasuriance. Here were 
gardens and orchards ; there groves of snperb chestnutr-trees 
in blossom ; here, fields of golden gr^ or green pasture-land ; 
there, Arcadian thickets overgrown with clematis and wild 
cose ; here, lofty poplars growing beside the streams ; there, 
ipiry cypresses looking down from the slopes : and all blended 
in one whole, so rich, so grand, so gorgeous, tlat I ■caroelj 
oreatbed whea it first bnnt upon me. 
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And ninr we descended to its level, and rode westwwd «laiig 
ihe base of Oljmpns, grandest of Adas monnt^ni. nk 
kfter-storm viev, althoogh his head was shronded, was snbliiiH 
His base is a Tost sloping terrace, leagnes in length, teebio- 
bGog the flights of steps bj wMch the ancient temples weit 
approached. From this fonndation rise four might; p^nunida, 
two thoosand feet in height, and compietelj mantled with 
forests. They are very nearly regnlar in their fi>rm and size, 
Skod are flanked to the east and west by headlands, or abut 
mentfl, the slopes of which are longer and more gradual, as it 
to strengthen the great stractnre. Piled npon the four pyT» 
mids are others nearly as large, above whose green pinnaclei 
appear still other and higher ones, bare and bleak, and cluster- 
ing thickly together, to uphold the great central dome of snow. 
Between the bases of the lowest, the streams which drun the 
gorges of the monntain issne forth, cutting their way through 
the fonndation terrsee, and widening their beds downwards to 
the plain, like the throats of bngles, where, in winter runs, 
they poor forth the hoarse, grand monotone of their Olympian 
mosic. These broad beds are now dry and stony tracts, dotted 
^ over with clnmps of dwarfed sycamores and threaded by 
the summer streams, ahrnnken in bulk, but still ewifi;, cold, aixl 
clear as ever. 

We reached the city before night, and Frany<^ is ^ad to 
find his presentiment fulfilled. We have safoly passed throng 
the untravelled heart of Asia Minor, and are now almost in 
nght of Enrope. The camp-fire is extingnished ; the tent ii 
fiirlod. We are no longer happy nomads, masquerading in 
Modem garb. We shall soon become prosaic Christiana, and 
me^y hdd oat onr wrists for the handcuffs of CSviliiatian 
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AJi, pnte M we wQI of the progresB of the nw , we an but 
forging additioaal fetters, onleea we preserre that liealthj phj^ 
(ncol deTelopment, those pore pleaameB of mere iniiiul exist- 
ence, which are now onljr to be fbnnd among otu Ami-barbaric 
brethren. Our pK^resi is nerrona, when it d xild be nnu- 



^dbvGoOQlc 



THK Uin>S or THK Ol&lCBN. 




BBOUB 



TbtOtrofBi 
B>lh— A lontuta of Pindiia— Ths StrMM u 
Tbt Tomba «f ths OCUuuu BoUui*— IHi^ipHmioa of tlu Kktu^oM— W* lUit n* 
Mondinl i — T ho Bra of Hsrmark— Uoodaalk— Pauport DlOoiiltlt*— A OtsA OkLiii* 
— Bnskful witli ths FUhermea— ATonid Vorags— ^le Prlssis' lilul*— Piinklta- 
Dtatut now of Oolulutlniiiat— W< enter (hs OoldeD Horn. 

"man glDde m>t a'ei a pdlucld platn 
or WHlen, uan with the asoDtlde nr. 
■thenal mounl&fDi ihoae Kronad— a fane 
Stood Id On mldat, beyond green lilu wfaiob lay 



OranUTncau, Vowtov, A^ U. UIK 

Bktork entering BroaBa, we passed the whole length of tha 
town, which is bnilt on the aide of Olympns, and on three 
bloib or spars which project from it. The sitnation ig more 
pictaresqne than that of DamaecDS, and from the remarkabli 
number of its white domes and mbiarets, shooting upward fron. 
the groves of chestnut, walnut, and cypress-treea, the city ii 
even more beantifal. There are large mosqnes on all the moet 
prominent points, and, near the centre of the dty , the mins of 
an andent castle, bnilt npon a crag. The place, aa we rode 
along, presented a shifting diorama of deligbtftal views, lite 
hotel la at the extreme western end of the city, not far from hi 
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cdebrated hot baths. It is a new biulding, in Eiirq>eui ftgrla, 
Mid being bnilt high ' on the slope, commands one of the most 
gloriona proBpects I ever enjoyed from windows made with 
hands. What a comfort it was to go up stairs into a clean, 
bright, cheerful room ; to drop at foil length on a bread divan ; 
to eat a Christian meal ; to smoke a narghileh of the softest 
Persian tobacco ; and finally, most exquisite of all luxnries, to 
creep between cool, clean sheets, on a cnrtaioed bed, and find 
•t impossible to sleep on account of the delidons norelty of the 
sensation ! 

At night, another storm came np from the Sea of Mannora. 
Tremendous peals of thnnder echoed in the gorges of Olympus 
and sharp, broad flashes of lightning gave ns blinding glimpses 
of the glorious plain below. The rain fell in heavy showers, 
bnt our tent-life was jnst closed, and we sat securely at our 
windows and enjoyed the sublime scene. 

The Ban, rising over the distant monntains of Isnik, sh<»is 
full in my face, awaking me to a morning view of the valley, 
which, freshened by the night's thunder-storm, shone wondei^ 
fully bright and clear. After coffee, we went to see the baths, 
which are on the side of the mountwn, » mile fW>m the hoteL 
The finest one, called the Kalpntcha Hammara, is at the base 
of the hilL The entrance hall is very large, and covered by two 
lofty domes. In the centre is a large marble urn-shaped fonn- 
tun, ponring ont an abundant fiood of cold water. Out of 
this, we passed into an immense rotunda, filled with steam and 
traversed by long peninls of light, falling from holes in the roof. 
A small but very beautifol marble fountain cast np a jet of cold 
water m the centre. Beyond this was still another hall, of the 
.ame size, bnt with a circulw basin, twenty-fiTe feet iu diam& 
U 
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ter, fn the centre. The floor was marble mosaic, and the hutt 
WH lined with brilliantly-colored tiles. It was kept constantly 
foU bj the nstoral hot streanui ot the monutun. There wen 
a nnmber of persons in the pool, bnt the atmosphere was h 
hot that we did not long dislnrb them by our carioaty. 

We then ascended to the Armenian bath, which is the 
neatest of all, bat it was given up to the women, and we were 
therefore obliged to go to a Turkish one adjoining. l%e room 
into which we were taken was so hot that a nolent perspira- 
tion immediately broke oat all over my body, and by tbe tome 
tbe ddiiit were ready to rasp me, I was as limp as & wet towel, 
and as plastic as a piece of putty. The man who took me was 
sweated away almost to nothing ; his very bones appeared to 
bare become soft and pliable. The water was slightly solphn- 
reons, and the paitAilB which he dashed orer my head were bo 
hot that they produced the effect of a chill — a violent nerrous 
shudder. The temperature of the springa is 180° Fahrenhdt, 
and I suppose the tank into which he afterwards plunged me 
must hare been nearly up to the mark. When, at last, I was 
laid on the coach, my body was so parboiled that I perspired 
at all pores for fall an hour — a feeling too warm and unpleasant 
at first, bat presently me^ng into a mood which was wholly 
rapturous and heavenly. I was like a soft whi.e cloud, that 
reats all of a aunimer afternoon on the peak of a distant mono- 
tun. I felt the couch on which I lay no more than the doud 
might feel the clifb on which it lingers so airily. I saw 
nothing but peacefnl, glorious sights ; spaces of clear Um 
sky ; stretches of quiet lawns ; lovely valleys threaded by the 
gentlest of streams ; aznre lakes, nnroffled by a IvMth ; 
calms far ont <m mid-ocean, and Alpine peaks bathed in ths 
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ioA ct sn antnimial aiuuet. Uj mind retraced all ooi jonr- 
Mj from Aleppo, and there was a balo oTer every spot I bad 
TUted. I dwelt with raptnre on the pin;^ hills of Phrjrgia, m 
the gorges of Tanms, on the beechen eolitndes of Ol^pns. 
Would to bearen that I might describe those scenes as I thea 
(bit tbem I AD was revealed to me : the heart of Xatare laj 
bare, and I read the meaning and knew the inspiration of ha 
erery mood. Then, as mj frame grew cooler, and the fri^^nl 
donds of the nargbileh, which had helped my dreams, dimin- 
ished, I was like that same snmmer clond, when it feels a 
gentle breeze and is lifted above the hills, floating along inde- 
pendent of Earth, bnt for its shadow. 

Broosa is a verj long, straggUng place, extending for three 
or four mOes along the side of the moontain, bat presenting a 
very pictnresqoe appearance from every point. The honses 
an nearly aH three stories high, bnilt of wood and nnbnmt 
bricks, and each stoiy projects over the other, after the manner 
of German towns of the Middle Ages. They have not the 
han^g balconies which I have fonnd so qnaint and pleasing 
in Kiutahya. Bnt, especially In the Greek quarter, many of 
them are plastered and painted of some bright color, which 
^ves a gay, cheerfol appearance to the streets. Besides, 
Bronsa is the cleanest Turkish town I have seen. The moan- 
taio streams traverse moat of the streets, and every heavy rain 
wadiea them ont thoroughly. The whole dty has a brisk, 
active air, and the workmen appear both more skUfnl and 
non Isdnatrions than in the other parts of Ada Minor. I 
noticed a great many workers in copper, iron, and wood, and 
u extensSre mannfitctory of shoes and saddles. Bronsa, how- 
cnr, ti prindpaDy noted fin its silks, which are produced to 
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tbifl rallef, and others to the Soatfa and East. The mano&o 
toriea are near the city. I looked over sgme of the fabrics ta 
the bazaars, bnt fonnd them nearly all imitations of Eiir<^>ean 
stn^ woven in mixed ailk and cotton, and even more coat^ 
than the silks of Damascus. 

We passed the whole length of the bazaars, and then, 
turning ap one of the side streets on oor right, croesed a 
deep rarine by a high stone bridge. Above and below 
na there were other bridges, under which a stream Bowed 
down from the moaotainB. Thence we ascended the height, 
whereon stands the largest and one of the oldest moeqaes in 
Bronsik The position is remarkably fine, commanding a view 
of nearly the whole city and the plain below it. We entered 
the conrt-yard boldly, Fraa<^ia taking the precantion to speak 
to me only in Arabic, as there was a Tnrk within. Hr. H. 
went to the foontain, washed his hands and bee, bat did not 
dare to swallow a drop, pntting on a most dolorous ezpresdra 
of conntenance, as if perishing with thirst. The moeqne was 
a plaia, sqnare building, with a large dome and two minarets. 
The door was a rich and carious specimen of the ttaiaetUu 
style, so frequent in Saracenic bnildinga. We peeped into the 
windows, and, although the mosque, which does not appear to 
be in common use, was darkened, saw enongh to show that the 
Ulterior was qaite plain. 

Just above this edifice stands a lai^ octagonal tomb, sat- 
mounted hy a dome, and richly adorned with arabesque comicea 
and coatjngg of green and bine tiles. It stood in a small gap- 
den iudosnre, and there was a sort of porter's lodge at the 
entrance. As we approached, an old gray-bearded man in i 
green tnrban came out, and, on Francois requesting Biitraiwe 
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for ■», took s key and condneted ns to the bnHding. He imi 
not the slighteat idea of onr being GbrUtians. We took off 
oar slippers before touching the lintel of the door, as the place 
was particnUrly holy. Then, throwmg tupea the door, the ola 
man lingered a fev moments after we entered, so as not to dis- 
turb oar prayers — a mark of great respect. We advanced to 
the edge of the parapet, tamed onr faces towards Mecca, and 
unitated the nsual Mohammedan prayer on entering a mosqae, 
by holding both Rrms outspread for a few moments, thei bring 
ing the hands together and bowing the face apon th^dt This 
done, we leisarely examined the bnilding, and the oli man was 
ready enough to satisfy oar curiosity. It was a r'eh and ele- 
gant stmcture, light«d from the dome. The wa'Js were lined 
with brilliant tUes, and had an elaborate comir«, with Arabic 
inscriptions in gold. The floor was covered with a carpet, 
whereon stood eight or ten ancient cofQns, surrounding a larger 
one which occnpied a nused platform in the centre. They were 
all of wood, heavily carved, and many of them entirely covered 
with gilded inscriptions These, according to the old man, 
were the cof&ns of the Ottoman Sultana^ who had reigned at 
Bronaa prerions to the taking of Constantinople, with some 
members of their families There were four Sultans, among 
whom were Mahomet I., and a certain Acbmet. Orchan, the 
fbnnder of the Ottoman dynasty, is buried somewhere in 
Broosa, and the great central coffin may have been his. Fran- 
^cAb and I talked entirely in Arabic, and the old man asked : 
" Who are these Hadjis 7" whereupon T immediately answered : 
"They are Effendis firom Baghdad." 

We had intended making the ascent of Olympos, but the 
loamit was too thickly covered with clouds. On the morning 
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(rf Ute woond dBj, therefore, we det«mlned to take ap the Hot 
ot march fbr Cotutantinople. The last scene of odt sbmige, 
erentfiil historj with the katnrgeee had joHt tranapirsd, fagr 
th^ deaertiiig ns, bebg two hundred piastres in oar debt 
Ibtj left their khan on the ^lemoon ^er our arrival, oBten^ 
biy for the purpose of taking thoir beasts out to pasture, and 
were never heard of more. We let them go, thankfol that 
Ihej had not played the trick sooner. We engaged fntit 
horses fbr Mondania, on the Sea of Marmora, and dispatched 
Fran$<^ in adTance, to procure a c^'qne for Constantinople, 
while we wdted to have oar passports signed. But after 
w^ting an hoar, as there was no ^pearance of the predooa 
documents, we started the baggage also, under the cbai^ of a 
Mwmttdftt, and remained alone. Another hour passed by, and 
yet another, and the Bey was still occupied in sleeping off his 
hunger. Mr. Harrison, i^ desperation, went to the office, and 
after some delay, received the passports with a visi, bat not, ai 
we afterwards discovered, the necessary one. 

It was four o'clock by the time we left Bronsa. Our honet 
were stift^ clamsy pack-beasts ; bat, by dint of whips and the 
sharp shovet-etirraps, we forced them into a trot and made 
them keep it. The road was well travelled, and by asking 
everybody we met : "Boft yil MintdoMa yedtrtA V (" Is this 
the way to Moudaniar), we had no difBcolty in finding it. 
The plain in many places is marshy, and traversed by several 
■creams. A low range of hills stretches across, and neailj 
dMM it, the united waters finding their outlet by a narrow 
vaU^ to the north From the tqi of the hill we had a grand 
riew, looking back over the plain, with the l<»g line of Broosa'a 
Rdnarets glitt^ng through the interminaUe groves at the foo* 
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of the moantain Olympus now iboired a gnperb oatlinfl >, tb* 
donds hnng aboat his shonlden, bat bin sdowj head wu 
bare. Before ns la; a broad, rich valley, extending in front to 
the moantaius of Moadania. The coantiy was well cultivated 
with la^^ farming establishments here and there. 

The San was setting as we reached the snmmit ridge, where 
stood a little gnard-house. As we rode over the crest, Olym- 
pna disappeared, and the Sea of Marmora lay before ns, spread- 
ing out fhinj the Gnlf of Mondania, which was deep and bine 
among the hills, to an open line against the snnaet. Beyond 
that misty tine lay Earope, which I had not seen for nearly 
nine months, and the gnlf below me was the bonnd of my tent 
and nddle life. Bnt one bonr more, old horse I Have pati- 
ence with my Ethiopian thong, and the sharp comers of my 
Tarkisb stlmips : bnt one honr more, and I promise never to 
molest yon tgwn 1 Onr path was downward, and I marvel 
that the poor bmte did not sometimes tunble headlong witii 
me. He had been too long nsed to the pack, however, and his 
hatdts were as settled as a Turk's. We passed a beantdfnl 
Tillage in a valley on the right, and came into olive groves and 
vineyards, as the dnsk was creeping on. It was a lovely 
conntry of orchards and gardena, with fonntaini <pouting by 
the wayside, and country honaea perched on the iteeps. In 
another h3nr, we reached the sea-shore. It was now nearly 
daA, bnt we coold see the tower of Moudania scnnr distuice te 
the west 

Btill in A eontinnal trot, we rode on ; and as we 4rew near, 
Ur. H. fired hia gon to annonnce onr approwV. At the 
entnoce of the town, we fbnnd the sonrmdjee w^tiHc to ooft' 
doct ns. We clattered through the roogb streetf for what 
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■eemed an endloss length of time. The Rmnazfln gan tad jott 
fired, the minareta were OlamiDated, and the coffee-houses wen 
filled with oeople. Finally, FraD^oIs, who h^ been olmoat is 
despair at onr noa-appearance, haUed as with the welccxnt 
news that he had engaged a calqae, and that our baggage wai 
alread;^ embarked. We only needed the vis6s of the anthori- 
ties, in order to leaTe. He took onr tesker^s to get them, and 
we went npon the balcony of a coffee-house overbanging the 
sea, and smoked a nargbileh. 

But here there was another history. The teskerSs had not 
been properly vised at Bronsa, and the Govemor at first 
decided to send ua back. Taking Fran9oia, however, for a 
Tnrk, and finding that we hod regularly passed qaarantine, he 
ngned them after a delay of an hoar and a half, and we left 
the sLore, weary, impatient, and wolfish with twelve bonr^ 
fasting. A. cap of Bronsaa beer and a piece of bread brought 
OB into a better mood, and I, who began to feel sick &Dm the 
rolling of the cf^qne, lay down on my bed, which was spread 
at the bottom, and foand a kind of aneasy sleep. The sail was 
hoisted at first, to get ns across the month of the Quif, bat 
soon the Qreeks took to their oars They were silent, how- 
ever, and though I only slept by fits, the night wore away 
rapidly. As the dawn was deepenii^, we ran into a little 
bight in the northern ^de of a promontory, where a pictaresqite 
Gredt viQage stood at the foot of the monatuns. The hoosei 
were of wood, with balconies overgrown with grape-vines, and 
there was a fonnttun of cold, excellent water on the very beach. 
Some Qreek boatmen were smoking in the portico of a a& od 
diore. and two fishermen, who had been oat before dawa to 
catct sardines, were emptying their nets of the spoil. Oni 
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men kindled a fire on the sand, and roasted tu a dish of tbt 
Aflh. Some of the last night's hnnger remained, and the meal 
had enough of that seaaoning to be delidons. 

After giving onr men an hour's rest, we net off fbr the 
Princes' Islands, which now appeared to the north, over the 
glassy pl^D of the sea. The Golf of Iskmid, or Nicomedia, 
opened away to the east, between two mountain headlands, 
rhe morning was intei^sely hot and sultry, and bnt for the pro- 
tection of an umbrella, we should have suffered greatly. There 
was a fiery bine vapor on the sea, and a thnnder-clond hid the 
shores of Thrace. I4ow and then came a light pnfF of wind, 
whereupon the men would ship the Uttle mast, and crowd on 
an enormous quantity of sail. So, sailing and rowing, we 
neared the islands with the storm, bat it advanced slowly 
enongh to allow a sight of the moaqnea of St. Sophia and Sul- 
tan Achmed, gleaming far and white, like Icebergs astray on a 
torrid sea. Another cloud was pouring its rain over the Asian 
■bore, and we made haste to get to the landing at Frinkipo 
before it could reach us. From the south, the group of islands 
is not remarkable for beauty. Only fonr of them — Prinkipo, 
Chalki, Prote, and Antigone — are inhabited, the other five 
being merely barren rocks. 

There is an ancient convent on the summit of Prinkipo, 
where the Empress Irene — the contemporary of Charlemagne — 
is buried. The town is on the northern side of the island, and 
eonsists mostly of the snmmer residences of Greek and Anne- 
luai. merchants. Many of these are large and stately honses 
■arronnded with handsome gardens. The streets are shaded 
irith sycamores, and the nomber of coffee-honsea shows that 
Uie place is much frequented on festal da^ A company of 
14* 
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dniukea Greeks were sin^ng in Tiolation of all metre luid lur 
toon; — a discord the more remarkable, since mytMng oonld be 
motb affectionate tban their condact towards each other. 
Xearly everjljody was in Frank costome, and onr Orientd 
habits, especially the red Tartar boots, attracted icnch obser 
vatioD. I began to feel awkward and absurd, and longed to 
show myself a Ghristlaa once more. 

Leaving Frinkipo, we made for Constantinople, whose l<mg 
array of marble domes and gilded spires gleamed like a Gu 
mirage over the waveless sea. It was too faint and distant 
and dazzling to be snbstantial. It waa like one of those ima^^ 
nary cities which we build in a eland fnsed in the light of the 
setting SQD. Bat as we neared the point of Ghalcedon, miming 
along the Asian shore, those ury piles gathered form and sab- 
stance. The pinnacles of the Seraglio shot ap firom the midst 
of cypress groree ; fantastic kiosks lined the shore ; the mina- 
rets of St. Sophia and Sidtan Achmed rose more clearly ogunst 
the sky; and a fleet of steamers and men-of-war, gay with flags, 
marked the entrance of the Golden Horn. We passed the 
little bay where St. Chrysostom was buried, the point of C!ha^ 
cedon, and now, looking up the renowned Bosphoms, saw the 
Maiden's Tower, opposite Scatari. An enormons pile, the 
barracks of the Anatolian soldiery, hangs orer the high bank, 
and, as we row abreast of it, a fneh breeze comes np from tin 
Sea of Marmora. The prow of the caique is turned acrms the 
stream, the sail is set, and we glide rapidly and noiselessly oret 
Ihe Bosphoras and into the Golden Horn, between the banb 
of the Frank and Moslem — Pera and Stambonl. Where on 
the earth shall we find a panorama more magnificent T 

The lur was filled with the shoots and noises of the gtmt 
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Oriental metropdis ; the water vu aUve with caiques and 
little Bteamars ; and all the world of work and trade, which 
had grown almost to be a foble, welcomed us back to its rest- 
less heart. We threaded oar rather periloiu way over the 
popnlons waves, and htnded in a throng et Onstoin-HoiM 
oCixn and porten, on the wb«f at GsbU 
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CoirarANTiNOPLK, dnriog the montb of Kamazan, presents a 
ver7 different aspect from ConstantiDople at other timeB. The 
cit^, it is true, is rnncb more stem and serLons daring the day; 
there is none of that gay, carelesB life of the Orient which yon 
see in Smyrna, Cairo, and Damascns ; but when once the ann- 
set gun has fired, and the painful fast is at an end, the picture 
changes as if by magic. In all the outward symbols of their 
religion, the Massnlmans show their joy at being relieved &om 
what they consider a sacred duty. Daring the day, it is qaite 
a science to keep the appetite dormant, and the people not only 
•bstiun &om eating and drinking, bnt as much as possible from 
the sight of food. In the bazaars, yon a^e the famished racr- 
ehanta either sitting, propped back (gainst their cushions, with 
the shawl abont their stomachs, tightened so as to prevent the 
roid onder it from being so sensibly felt, or lying at fhll length 
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In the Tain attempt to aleep. It is whiBpered here that man; 
of the Turks will both eat and smoke, when there is no chanv 
Ot dotection, bat no one would dare infringe the fast in pnblic. 
Wtmi of the mechanics and porters are Armenians, and the 
boatmen are Greeks. 

I have endearored to ascertain the orij^n of this fast month. 
The Syrian GhristianB say that it is a mere imitation of an 
incident which happened to Mahomet The Prophet, having 
lost his camels, went day after day seeking them in the Desert, 
taking no nonrishmest &om the time of his departure in the 
morning nntil his retom at snnset. After having songht them 
thos daQy, for the period of one entire moon, he found them, 
and in token of joy, gave a three days' feast to the tribe, now 
imitated in the festiral of Bairam, which lasts for three days 
after the close of Bamazan. This reason, however, seems too 
trifling for such a rigid fast, and the Turkish tradition, that the 
Koran was sent down from heaven daring this month, offers a 
more probable explanation. During the fast, the Hosenhnans, 
as is qnite natural, are much more fanatical than at other 
times. They are obliged to attend prayers at the mosque 
every night, or to hare a moUoA read the Koran to them at 
their own houses. All the prominent features of thdr religion 
are kept constantly before their eyes, and their natural aver 
itm to the QIaonr, or Infidel, is increased tenfold. I have 
heard of several recent instances in which strangers have been 
apoaed to insults and indignities. 

At dusk the minarets are illuminated ; a peal of camuKi from 
the Aisend, echoed by others from the forta along the Bos- 
phsms, reUeves the suffering followers of the Prtqihet, and afta 
u hoar of silence, during which they are all at home, feasi 
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Ing, the BtreetB are filled with noisy crowds, and ever; ctrflte' 
■hop is thronged. Erer; night there are illDininations along 
the water, which, added to the cfowdb of light sparklii^ ob 
the hundred minarets and domes, gire a magical effect to ths 
night view of the city. Towards midnight there ia again a 
season <tf comparative qniet, most of the inhabitants haviag 
retired to rest ; bnt, about two hours afterwards a watchman 
comes along with a big drum, which he beats Instil; before tbe 
doors of the Faithfitl, in order to aroose them in time to eat 
agfun before the daylight^nn, which annoonces the c(HDmeno» 
ment of another day's fast. 

Last night was the holiest night of Islam, being the twen^ 
erth of the last. It is called the Leilet-d-Sadr, or Night ot Uh 
Predestination, the annirersarj of that on which the Koran was 
miracoloDsIy commonicated to the Prophet. On this night 
tbe Sultan, accompanied by his whole snitn, attends aerrice at 
the moaqne, and <m his return to the Seraglio, the Snltana 
Valide, or Sultana-Mother, presents him with a virgin from one 
of the noUe families of Constantinople. Formerly, St. Sophir 
was the theatre of this celebration, bet this year the Saltan 
diose the Mosi^ne of Tophaneh, which stands on the shore^ 
probably as being nearer to his impenal palace at Beshiktaahe, 
on the Boapboms. I consider myself fortunate in having 
reached Constantinople in Beason to witness this ceremony, and 
the illumiuatioa of tbe Qolden Horn, which accompanies it. 

After sunset the mogqneg crownii^ the hills of Stamboul, the 
moeqne of Tophaneh, ou this side of the water, and the TnrUd 
meiK>f-war and steamers afloat at the mouth of the Golden 
Horn, began to blaze with more than thiur nsoal briUiaooe. 
The outlines of the minarets and domes were drawn iu H^t «■ 
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dw deepening gloom, and the maata and yards of tlie Tuarf 
wen hnng with colored lanterns. From the batterj in fh>it 
of the moaqne and arsenal of Tophaneli a blaze of intense light 
streamed out over the water, iUnminating the gUding forms of 
a thooeand c^nes, and the dark hnlle of the Tesaels lying at 
anchor. The water is the best place from which to view the 
iUamination, and a party of ns descended to the landing-place. 
The streets of Tophaneh were crowded with swarms of Turks, 
Qre^fi and Armenians. The square aronnd the fonntuii was 
brilliantly lighted, and renders of sherbet and kaimak were 
ranged along the sidewaiks. In the neighborhood of the 
moeqne the crowd was so dense that we conld with ditBcnIty 
make oar way through. All the open space next the water was 
filled up with the clumsy art^a*, or carriages of the Tnrks, in 
which sat the wires of the Pashas and other dignitaries. 

We took a colqne, and were soon polled ont into the midst of 
a multitude of other calqaes, swarming all over the Eorface of 
the Golden Horn. The view from this point was strange, 
fantastic, yet inconceirably gorgeous. In ^nt, three or four 
large Turkish frigates lay in the Boepborus, their hulls and 
■pars outlined in fire against the dark hills and distant twink- 
ling lights of Asia. Looking to the west, the shores of the 
Ctolden Horn were equally traced by the multitude of lamps 
that covered them, and on either side, the hills on which the 
ci^ is built rose fhnn the water—masses of dark buildings, 
doHed all over with shafts and domes of the most brilliant 
light. The gateway on Sen^lio Point was Ulnminated, as weU 
as the quay in front of the mosque of Tophaneh, all the can- 
nons of the battery being covered with lamps. The commoneal 
objects riiared in the splendor, even a large lever need fbt 
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faoistiog goods being bung with lanterns from top-to bottom 
The mosque was a ciasB of light, Aud between the tall miimiet: 
flanking it, bnmed the inscription, in Arabic characters, *' Lon^ 
life to yon, onr Sovereign I" 

The discharge of a cannon announced the Saltan's departore 
(mm his palace, and immediately the guns on the fi%fttes and 
the batteries on both shores took up the salute, till the grand 
echoes, filUng the hollow throat of the Qolden Horn, crashed 
from side to side, strikiiig the hills of Scntari and the point ot 
Chalcedon, and finally dying away among the summits of the 
Princes' Islands, out on the Sea of Marmora. The hulls of the 
frigates were now light«d up with intense chemical fires, and 
an abandance of rockets were sponted from their decks. A. 
lai^ Dmmmond light on Seraglio Point, aud another at tbe 
Battery of Tophaneh, ponred their rival streams across the 
Golden Horn, rerealing the thonsandH of caiques jostling each 
other from shore to shore, and the endless variety of gay cos- 
tumes with which they were filled. The smoke of the cannon 
ban^g in the air, increased the effect of this illumination, and 
became a screen of auroral brightness, through which the 
superb spectacle loomed with large and unreal features. It 
was a picture of air — a phantasmagoric spectacle, built of 
luminous vapor and meteoric fires, and banging in the dark 
round of space. In spite of onrselves, we became eager and 
excited, half fearing that the whole pageant wonld dissolve the 
next moment, and leave no trace behind. 

Meanwhile, the cannon thundered from a doien batteries, aad 
the rockets burst into glittering rain over onr heads. Qranda 
discharges I never heard ; the earth shook and trembled nndei 
ttte mighty bursts of tcund, and the reverberation which ni 
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tied along the hiQ of Golata, broken bj the scattered bnOdlngt 
into innumerable fragments of aoand, resembled the crash of ■ 
thousand falling hoosea. The distant echoes from Asia and the 
islands in the sea filled ap the pauses between the nearer peals, 
and we seemed to be in the midst of some gieat naral engage- 
ment. Bat now the calqae of the Snltan is discerned, ^proacb- 
ing from the Boephoms. A signal is ^ven, and a snnrise of 
intense rosy and golden radiance saddenl; lights ap the long 
arsenal and stately mosque of Tophaneh, plays over the tall 
bnildingB on the hill of Fera, and falls with a funter lustre on 
the Genoese watch-tower that orerlooiu Galata. It is impos- 
sible to describe the effect of this magical illnminatiou. Th« 
mosqae, with its taper minarets, its airy galleries, and its great 
central dome, is bnilt of compact, transpHrent flame, and in the 
shifting of the red and yellow fires, seems to flicker and warer 
!n the air. It ib as lofty, and gorgeona, and nnsnbstantial as 
the clondy palace in Cole's picture of " Yonth." The long 
white front of the arsenal is fosed in crimson heat, and bnma 
against the dark as if it were one mass of liTing coal. And 
over all hangs the luminons canopy of smoke, redoubling its 
lustre on the waters of the Qolden Horn, and mingling with 
the phosphorescent gleams that play around the oars of the 
ca'iqnes. 

A long barge, propelled by gixteen oars, glides around the 
dark comer of Tophaneh, and shoots into the clear, brilliant 
space in front of the mosque It is not lighted, and passes 
with great swiftness towards the brilliant landing-place. There 
are sereral persons seated ander a canopy ia tlie stern, and we 
are trying to decide which is the Sultan, when a second boat, 
driven by twenty-four oarsmen, comea in sight. The men riw 
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np ftt Mch stroke, and the long, sharp craft fli^s over the ma- 
fitc« of the water, rather than forces its way through il A 
{^ed crown nrmoiutts the long, cnrred prow, and a light 
thoogh snperb canopy covers the stem. Under this, we cati^ 
a glimpse of the Saltan and Grand Timer, as they appear for aa 
InstaDt like black silhouettes against the barst of light on shore. 
After the Snltan had entered the mosqne, the Sres dimiit 
istied and the cannon ceased, thoagh the illnminated maet^ 
minarets and gateways still threw a brilliant gleam orer the 
scene. After more than an honr spent in devotion, he again 
entered his calqoe and sped away to greet hia new wife, amid a 
fresh discharge from the flrigates and the batteries on both 
shores, and a new dawn of anroral splendor. We made haste 
to reach the landing-place, in order to aroid the crowd of 
Gt^qnes ; bnt, although we were among the first, we came near 
bting precipitated into the water, in the straggle to get ashore. 
The markelrplace at Topbaneh was so crowded that nothing 
bat main force brought ns through, and some of our party had 
*'iitii pockets picked. A number of Turkish soldiers and police- 
nob were mixed up in the mel^e, and they were not sparing of 
blows when they came in contact with a Qiaoor. In making 
my way through, I found that a collision with one of the sol- 
diers was inevitable, bat I managed to pinmp against him with 
ench force as to take the breath oat of his body, and was oat 
of his reach before he had recovered himself. I saw several 
Turkish women stiiking right and left in their endeavors to 
escape, and place their hands against the faces of those who 
opposed them, pushing them an^e. This crowd was contrived 
by thieves, for the purpose of plunder, and, from whftt I h**ff 
dnce learned, must have beei very successful 
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I rUted to-daj the College of the MeTlevl DenlsliM ol 
Pen, and witnessed their peculiar ceramoDieB. They oBBembie 
Ib a Ittge hall, where they take their ac&ta In a eemi-circle^ 
bdng the shekh. After going throngh seTeral times with tha 
nsnal Uodetn prayer, they more in slow march aronud the 
room, while a choir in the gallery chants Arabic phrases in a 
manner rery nmilar to the maes in Catholic chnrchea. I coold 
diBtingoish the sentences " God is great," " Prdse be to God,' 
and other similar ejaculations. The chant was accompamtd 
with a dmm and Ante, and had not lasted long before the Der- 
vishes set themselves in a rotary motion, spinning slowly aroand 
the shekh, who stood in the centre. They stretched both arms 
oat, dropped their heads on one side, and glided aronnd with a 
steady, regular motion, their long white gowns spread oat and 
floating on the air. Their steps were reij similar to those of 
the modern waltz, which, it is possible, may have been derived 
from the dance of the Mevlevis. Baron Ton Hammer finds 
io this ceremony an imitation of the dance of the spheres, in 
the anaent Samothracian Mysteries ; bat I see no reason to 
go BO far back fbr its ori^n. The dance lasted for about 
tweaity nunutes, and the Dervishes appeared very much 
ezhansted at the close, as they are oUiged to obaerre tht hai 
jvj fltrictfy. 
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TBI BOLKHHITIXa OF BAIBAM 

Rm AppMnua cT the Neir lloaa~-Tbt fuUral ot Bitmn— The Interlur ot tbe 

Mr»^l«-^The Pfliii]i if Oie Boltso'i Ooiirt— BmoIiU PMha— The Boltui'i Dnif— 
Aiablui BliilUDiie— Tbe ImperUl QDird— Appuranct of the SolUut— Tbe Inner Omrt 
— Baton or the Proouilaa— The Bultui on hli Threii»-^rh« Hsnuce gf tbt PMbaa 
—An OrleaUl Ple>iu»— Klwlnf Uie Bovf^-Ibe Staekb el-liluu— The DuoeDdaat ol 



g^TUBSAT was tlie last day of the fast-month of Ramazan, and 
yesterday the celebration of the solemn festival of Bairam 
took place. The moon changed on Friday morning at 11 
o'clock, bat as the Tarks have no faith in astronomy, and do 
not believe the moon has actnuUy changed until they see it, ail 
good Massnlmen were obliged to fast an additional day. Hod 
Saturday been cloady, and the new moon inviMble, I am no 
snre but the fast wonld have been still farther prolonged. A 
good look-oat was kept, however, and about four o'clock on 
Saturday afternoon some sharp eyes saw the young crescent 
above the snn. There is a hill near Qemlik. on the Gulf of 
Moadauia, aboat fifty miles from here, whence the Tarki 
believe the new moon can be first seen. The hmiliea who lire 
on this hUl are exempted from taxation, in consideratJon of 
their keepinf; a watch for the moon, at the close of I 
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A. series of Bignals, &oid hill to hill, is in readiuess, and die 
news is trftosmitted to Constantinople in a very short tame 
Then, when the maezzin proclaims the atser, or prayer two 
honra before suneet, he proclaims also the close of Bamazan. 
All the batteries fire a salute, and the big guns along the 
water announce the joyfnl news to all parts of the city. The 
forte oa the Bosphorns take up the tale, and both shores, trou 
the Black Sea to the Fropontis, shake with the burden of 
their rqoicing At night the mosques are illuminated for the 
last time, for it is only during Bamazan that they are lighted, 
or open for night service. 

After Ramazan, comes the festival of Baii&m, which lasts 
three days, and is a season of unboonded rejoicing. The 
bazaars are closed, no Turk does any work, but all, clothed in 
their beat dresses, oi in an entire new suit if they can afford it, 
pass the time in feasting, in paying visits, or in malting excQF> 
sioDS to the shores of the Bosphorus, or other favorite spots 
aroQud Constantinople The festival is inangnrated by a 
Bolenm state ceremony, at the SeragUo and the mosque of 
Snltan Achmed, whither the Sultan goes in procession, accom* 
pauied by all the officers of the Qovernment. This is the last 
remaining pageant which has been spared to the Ottoman 
monarctiB by the rigorous reforming measores of Sultan Mah> 
mood, and shorn as it is of much of its former splendor, it 
proliably siirpasses in brilliaat effect any spectacle which any 
other Snropean Court can preeeut. The ceremonies wliich take 
place inside of the Seraglio were, until within three or foul 
years, prohibited to Prank eyes, and travellers were obliged to 
content themselves with a view of the procession, a<s it passed 
to the mosque. Throngh the kindness of Utt, Brown, of the 
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Ajmrlcan Embassy, I was enabled to witneee tlie tntire aoten: 
litj, In ftli !tB detculB. 

As the procession leaves the Seraglio at snnrise, we rose witb 
the first streak of dawn, descended to Tophaneh, and crossed 
to Seraglio Point, where the ^Tass of the Embassy was in 
wfuting for ns. He condncted ns through the gnards, into thr 
garden of the Seraglio, and up the hill to the Palace. The 
Capndan Pasha, or Lord High Admiral, had joat arrired in a 
splendid calqne, and pranced Dp the hill before ns on a muni- 
ficent stallion, whose trappings blazed with jewels and gold 
lace. The rich uniforms of the different officers of the armj 
sod marine glittered far and near under the dense shadows of 
the cypress trees, and down the dark alleys where the moruiog 
twi%ht had not penetrated. We were nshered into the great 
onter conrt-yard of the Seraglio, leading to the Sublime Ftvte. 
A double row of marines, in scarlet jackets and wMt« 
trowsers, extended from one gate U> the other, and a very 
excellent brass band played " Suom la tromba" with mnch 
B[Hrit. The gronps of Pashas and other ofGcers of high rank, 
with their attendants, gave the scene a brilliant character of 
festivity. The costumes, except those of the secretaries and 
servants, were after the European model, but covered with a 
' lavish profosion of gold lace. The horses were all of the 
choicest Eastern breeds, and the broad housings of their sad- 
dles of blue, greeu, purple, and crimson cloth, were enriched 
with gold lace, rabies, emeralds and tnrqnoises. 

The cavass took us uito a chamber near the gate, and Dsm- 
uanding a view of the whole court. There we found Mr 
Brown and his lady, witb several ofGcers from the U. & 
steamer San Jacmto. At this moment the mi, appearing 
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abOTs the hill of Bnlgnrla, behind Scntari, threw his ea^eflt 
nys i^n the gfflded pinnadee of the Senf^o. l^e comm» 
Uon in the long couzt'j&rd below iDcroased. The marines wen 
fiffmed into exact line, the horses of the officers clattered on 
the rough pavement us ther dashed abont to expedite the 
urangementa, the crowd pressed closer to the line of the pro- 
cession, and in fire minntes the grand pt^ant was set in 
motion. As the first Pasha made his appearance under the 
dB?k archway of the interior gate, the band struck np the 
MiwMillaite (which is a farorite ur among the Turks), and the 
soldiers presented arms. He coort-yard was near two hnn- 
dred yards long, and the line of Pashas, each snrronnded with 
the officers of his staff, made a most dazzling show. The lowest 
in rank came first. I cannot recollect the precise order, nor the 
Aames of all of them, which, in fact, are of little consequence, 
while power and place are such uncertain matters in Turkey 

Each Pasha wore the red fbz c* Ms head, a firock-coat of 
blue doth, the breast of which was entirely covered with gold 
lace, whQe a broad buid of the same decorated the skhrts, and 
white pantaloons. One ot the Ministers, Mehonet Ali Pasha, 
the brothei4D>law of the Snltan, was formerly a cooper's 
apprentice, bnt taken, when a boy, by the late Snitan Mah- 
mond, to be a playmate for his son, on account of Ids extraor- 
dinary beanty, Beschid Pasha, the Grand Tidai, is a man of 
about sixty years <g age. He is fteqnently called Giaour, o 
Infidel, by the TuAs, on account of bis liberal policy, which 
has made him many enemies. The expresdon of his fiu» 
^tonotes intelligence, bat locks the energy necessary to accom^ 
pBah great ntoratM. His son, a bo; of about seTenteen, alreadj 
I the rank of Pasha, and is affianced to the Bnltan*! 
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daughter, a child of ten or twelve years old. He is » ftt^ 
nandaome youth, with a eprigbtly face, and acted his part in 
the ceremonies with a nonchaiaace which made him appimi 
graceful beside his stil^ digniSed elders 

After the Pashas came the entire honsehold of the Snltan. 
inclnding even hig eonachs, cooks, and constables. The Kislax 
A ga, or Chief Ennnch, a tail AMcaa in resplendent costome, 
is one of the most important personages connected with the 
Coart. The Snltan's favorite dwarf, a little man abont forty 
Tears old and three feet high, bestrode his horse with aa coose 
qaeotial an air as any of them. A few years ago, tttis man 
took a notion to marry, and applied to the Sultan for a wife. 
The latter gave him permission to go into his harem and take 
the one whom he conid kiss. The dwarf, like all short men, 
was ambitious to have a long wife. While the Saltan's five hns- 
dred women, who knew the terms according to which the dwarf 
was permitted to choose, were laaghing at the amoroos man- 
nikin, he went up to one of the tallest and haodfiomest of them, 
and strnck her a sudden blow on the stomach. She cidlapeed 
with the pain, and before she could recover he canght her by th« 
neck and gave her the dreaded kiss. The Sultan kept his word, 
and the tall beauty is now the mother of the dwarfs children. 

The procession grows more brUliaot as it advances, and the 
prcfonnd inclination mdhde by the soldiers at the further end t4 
the conrt, annonoces the approach of the Sultan himselt 'Fint 
come three led horses, of the noblest Arabian blood — gtorioof 
(Veatores, w<»thy to represent 

"The horse tbat guide tlie golden eye of heavao, 
And mort the morning i^om their noetrila, 
Hiking tbeir fiery gait atrave the jclades." 
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'flHnr eyes were more keen and laetroas than the diamoDda 
wliicb stadded their head-stalls, and the wealth of emeralds, 
ntbies, and sapphires that gleamed on their trappings would 
hare bought the possesalous of a Gennan Prince. After them 
came the Saltan's body-gaard, a company of tall, strong men, 
in crimBon tonics and white trousers, with lofty plnmes of pea- 
cock featherfl in their bats. Some of them carried crests of 
green feathers, listened npon long staves. These superb horses 
and showy goarda are the only rehcs of that barbaric pomp 
which characterized all State processions during the time of the 
Janissaries. In the centre of a hollow square of plame-hearing 
gnards rode Abdul-Medjid himself, on a snow-white steed 
Every one bowed profoundly as he passed along, bnt he neither 
locked to the right or left, nor made the slightest acknowlei^- 
ment of the salutations. Turkish etiquette exacts th« most rigid 
indifference on the part of the Sovereign, who, on all public 
occasions, never makos a greeting. Formerly, before the chaise 
of costnme, the Sultan's turbans were carried before him in the 
processions, and the servants who bore them inclined them to one 
tide and the other, in answer to the salutations of the crowd. 

Sultan Abdnl-Medjid is a man of alraat thirty, though he 
looks older. He has a mild, amiable, weak &ce, dark eyes, a 
prominent nose, and short, dark brown mustaches and beard. 
His face is thin, and wrinkles are already making their appea^ 
amce about the comers of his month and eyes. Bnt for a cer- 
tun vacancy of expression, he would be called a handsome 
man. He sits on his horse with mnch ease and grace, tboi^h 
there is a slight stoop in his shoulders. His 1^ ore crooked, 
awing to which canse he appears awkward when on his feet, 
though he wears a long cloak to conceal the deformity. Sen 
15 
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suai indulgence has weakened a constitution not naturally 
strong, and increased that mildness which has now become a 
defect in his character. He is nut stern enough to be just, and 
his subjects are less fortunate under his easy rule than under 
the rod of his savage father, Mahmoud. He was dressed in a 
style of the utmost richness and elegance. He wore a red 
Turkish fez, with an immense rosette of brilliants, and a long, 
floating plume of bird-of-paradise feathers. The diamond in 
the centre ofthe rosette is of unusual size; it was picked up 
some years ago in the Hippodrome, and probably belonged to 
the treasnry of the Greek GmperorB. The breast and collar 
of his coat were one mass of diamonds, and sparkled in Hif 
early sno witli a thonsand rainbow gleams. His mantle (d 
dark-bine cloth hnng to his knees, concealing the deformity of 
his legs. He wore white pantaloons, wb-te kid gloves, and 
patent leather boots, thmst into his goldpn atirrnpg. 

A few officers of the Imperial honseholi followed behind the 
Sultan, and the procession then terminated. Inclnding the 
soldiers, it cont^ned from two to three thousand persons. The 
marines lined the way to the mosqae of Saltan Acbmed, 
and a great crowd of spectatot^ filled np the streets and the 
square of the Hippodrome. Coffee was served to ns, attat 
which we were all condncted into the inner court of the Serag- 
lio, to await the retnm of the cortege. This court is not man 
thac half the size of the onter one. but is shaded with large 
sycamores, embellished with fountains, and snrronnded wiUi 
light and elegant galleries, in pnre Saracenic style. The p(o 
tare which it presented was therefore far richer and nwra 
charscteristic of the Orient than the outer court, where tlw 
uchitectnre is almost wholly after Italian models. The portoli 
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at either end rested oq slender pillars, over which prqjected 
brood eaves, decorated with elaborate carved aod gilded work, 
and abore all rose a dome, snnnoiiDted by the Orescent. On 
tbe right, the tall chimaeTS of the Imperial kitchens towered 
abore the walls. The sycamores threw their broad, coo) 
shadows orer the conrt, and groaps of servants, in gala dreesei, 
loitered about the corridors. 

After waiting nearly half an honr, the sound of nmsio and the 
appearance of the Saltan's body-gnard proclaimed the retnrn 
of the procession. It came in reversed order, headed by the 
Snltsn, after whom followed the Grand Tizier and other Minis- 
ters 4rf the Imperial Conndl, and the Pashas, each anrroanded 
by his staff of officers. The Saltan dismounted at the entranoo 
to the Seraglio, and disappeared through the door. He was 
abnnt for more than half an honr, daring which time he 
received the congratulations of his fiunily, his wives, and the 
principal personages of his household, all of whom came to kias 
his feet, Meanwhile, the Pashas ranged themselves in a semi- 
circle around the arched and gilded portico. The servants of 
the Serogho brought ont a large Persian carpet, which they 
spread on the marble pavement. The throne, a la^^ sqnare 
seat, richly carved and covered with gilding, was placed in the 
centre, and a dazzling [nece of cloth-of-gold thrown over the 
back of it. When the Snltan re-appeared, he. took his seat 
thereof pladug his feet on a small footstool The ceremony 
of kissing his feet now oommenced. The first who had thii 
honor was the Chief of the Emirs, an old man in a green robe, 
embroidered with pearls. He advanced to the throne, knelt, 
kissed the Sultan's patentJeather boot, and retired backward 
&om the presence 
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The IGnlsters and Pashas followed in mngle file, asd, altci 
the; hod made the salatation, took their Btatiins on the tigM 
band of the throne. Most of them were &t, and their ^tter- 
]ng frock-coats were hnttoned so t^htly that they seemed ready 
to barst. It reqnired a great effort for them to rise lh>tn their 
kneea. Dnring all this time, the band was playing operatdo 
urs, and as each Pasha knelt, a marshal, or master of ceremo- 
nies, with a silveT wand, gave the signal to the Imperial Guard, 
who shouted at the top of their voices ; " Prosperity to our 
Sovereign 1 May he lire a thonsand years I" This part of tha 
ceremonj was really grand and imposing. AH the a^nncti 
were in keeping: the portico, wrought in rich arabesque 
designs ; the swelling domes and ennlit crescents above ; the 
sycamores and cypresses shading the conrt ; the red tnnics and 
peacock plnmes of the gatad ; the monarch himself, radiant 
with Jewels, as he sat in his chur of gold — aQ these featoret 
combined to form a stately pictnre of the lost Orient, and for 
the time Abdnl-Me^jid seemed the tme representative of 
Caliph Haroaa Al-Baschid. 

After the Pashas had finished, the inferior officers of tha 
Army, Navy, and Civil Service followed, to the nnmher of at 
least a thonsand. They were not considered worthy to tonch 
the Snltan's person, bnt kissed his golden scarf, which was held 
oat to them by a Pasha, who stood on the left of the thrmie. 
The Grand Tizier had his place on the right, and the Chief of 
the Ennnchs stood behind him. The kissing of the scarf occu- 
pied an hour. The Saltan sat quietly daring ai' this time, hii 
face expressing a total indifierence to ail that was going on. 
Hie most skilful phyriognomist could not have found in it tha 
■hadow of an expression. If this was the etiquette prescribed 
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The loDg line of officers at length came to an end, and 1 
foncied that the Bolemnities were now over ; but after a paoM 
appeared the SitJch tt-Itlam, or High I^est of the Mahometan 
religion. His anthority in religions msttera transcends that of 
the Snitan, and is final and irrerocable. He was a very 
Tenerable man, of perhaps aeTeDty-fire years of age, and hia 
tottenng steps were supported by two mollahs. He wag 
dressed m a long green robe, embroidered with gold and pearls, 
over which his white beard flowed below his waist. In his 
tnrban <^ white cambric was twisted a scarf of cloth-of-gold. 
He kissed the border of the Snltan's mantle, which salntatlon 
was also made by a long line of the chief priests of the mosqnei 
of Constantinople, who followed him. These priests were 
dressed in long robes of white, green, bine, and violet, many 
of them with collars of pearls and golden scarfs wound about 
their tarbans, the rich fringes falling on their shooldera. They 
were grave, stately men, with long gray beards, and the wis- 
dom of age and stady in their deep-set eyes. 

Among the last who came was the most important personage 
of all. This was the Qovernor of Mecca (as I believe he is 
called), the nearest descendant of the Prophet, and the sncces- 
Hor to the Caliphate, in case the family of Othman becomes 
extinct. Saltan Hahmoud, on his accession to the throne, wa< 
the last descendant of Orchan, the founder of the Ottoman 
Dynasty, the throne beii^ inherited only by the male hwrs. 
He left two sons, who are both living, Abdul-Medjid having 
departed from the practice of his predecessors, each of whom 
^tnw ids brothers, in order to make his own sorerugnty secure 
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Hfl bu one aon, Mnzad, who is abont t«n years old, so thm 
there are now three males of the familj of Oichan. In case 
of their death, the Governor of Mecca wonld become Oalipl^ 
and the sorerugnt; wonld be established in his family. He is 
a swarthy Arab, of abont fifty, with a bold, fierce face. Hs 
wore a superb dress of green, the sacred color, and was f<d- 
lowed by his two sons, yoang men of twenty and tweaty-two 
As he advanced to the throne, and was about to kneel and kisa 
the Saltan's robe, the latter prevented him, and asked politely 
after his health — the highest mark of respect in his power to 
show. The old Arab's face gleamed with Bach a sadden gosh 
of pride and satisfaction, that no flash of li^tniog could have 
iUamined it more viridly. 

The sacred writers, or transcribers of the Koran, dosed the 
procession, after which the Snltan rose and entered the Sera^ 
lio. The crowd slowly dispersed, and in a few minntes the 
grand reports of the cannon on Sert^lio Point announced tha 
departure of the Snltan for his palace on the Bosphorus. The 
festival of Bajram was now fairly inaagnmted, and all Stara- 
bonl was given np to festivity. There was no Tnrk so poor 
that he did not in some sort share in the rgoidng. Our 
Fonrth conld scarcely show more i^ga, let off more big gnns 
or send foxtii greater crowis <rf ezoarcionists than this Motion 
boVday. 
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CHAPTER XXVin. 

IHS MOBQDSS OF 00 IT BT AHTIM OPLI. 



(uu* to 8t SopliUi— MagDillceDOB of the Interior— Ths Uuretlinu Ddsw— Bh 
lloaqM of Snltui Aohmsd— The BnlBiniiiTe— Orest Oosflifntlaiu-^olUloil Haub 
kfl «f Hie Hn*— Tnrtlih Progren Decij of Uie Ottsmui Fdwot. 

*■ li tlul [ndud eDpIilii>e ftir-fUned ic 



rHK length of mj et&j in Constantinople haa enabled me to 
Tint many interesting spots Id its vicinity, as well u to fami- 
liarize myself with the pecoliar featorea of the great capital. 
I have seen the beaatifnl Bosphoros fivm Bteamen and cal* 
qnes ; ridden np the valley of Bnynkdere, aod throagh the 
cheBtnnt woods of Belgrade ; bathed in the Black Sea, nnder 
the lee of the Symplegadee, where the marble altar to Apollo 
fltill invites an oblatioa from passing mariners ; walked ovef 
the flowery meadows beside the " Heavenly Waters of Asia ;" 
gan(^>ed arotmd the ivy-grown walls where Dandolo and Maho- 
met II. conqnered, and the last of the Palteologi fell ; and 
dreuned away many an aftemoon-honr nnder the fanerea] 
Typreasea of Pera, and beside the Delphian tripod in the Hip 
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podrome The historic interest of these spots is bmiBar t< 
H\, nor, with one exception, have th^ natural beantiee been 
exf^gerated by trayellers. This exception ia the village of 
Belgrade, over which Mary Montagne went into raptares, and 
set the fashion for tourists ever since. I most confess to having 
been wofnlly disappointed. The village is a miserable clnster 
of rickety houses, on an open piece of barren land, snrroonded 
by the forests^ or rather thickets, which keep alive the spriDgs 
that supply Constantinople with water. We reached there 
with appetites sharpened by our morning's ride, expecting to 
find at least a vender of kibabs (bits of tried meat) in so 
renowned a place ; bat the only things to be had were raw salt 
mackerel, and bread which belonged to the primitive geolt^cal 
formation. 

The general features of Constantinople and the Bosphorni 
are so well known, that I am spared the dangerous task of 
painting scenes which have been colored by abler pencils. Ton 
Hammer, Lamartine, Willis, Miss Pardee, Albert Smith, and 
ihoD, moat inimitable Thackeray I have made Pera and Scutari, 
the Bazaars and Baths, the Seraglio and the Golden Horn, as 
familiar to oiir ears aa Cornhill and Wall street. Besides, 
Constantinople is not the true Orient, which is to be found 
rather in Cairo, in Aleppo, and br^htest and most vital, in 
Damascus. Here, we tread Enropean soil ; the Franks are 
fast crowding out the followers of the Prophet, and Stambool 
itself were its mosqnes and Seraglio removed, would differ little 
in outward appearance f^om a third-rate Italian town. The 
Saltan lives in a palace with a Qrecian portico ; the p<Mnted 
Saracenic arch, the arabesque scalptnres, the latticed balconies 
give place to clnmsy imitations of Falladio, aiid every fire th*t 
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■weepa away a recollectioa of the palmy times of Otlomiti 
role, sweeps it away forever. 

Bnt the Mosqne — that blossom of Oriental archltectiue, 
with its crowning domes, like the inverted bells of the lotos, 
and its reed-like minarets, its foootains and marble courts — can 
only perish with the faith it typifies. I, for one, r^oice that, 
«> long as the rel^on of Islam exists (and yet, may its time 
be short I), no Christian model can shape its booses of worship 
The minaret most still lift; its airy tower for the mnezzin ; the 
dome must rise tike a gilded heaven above the prayers of the 
Faithful, with its starry lamps and emblazoned phrases ; the 
fonntmn most coutinae to pour its waters of purification. A 
reformation of the Moslem faith is impossible. When it begins 
to give way, the whole fabric mnst falL Its ceremonies, as 
well as its creed, rest entirely on the recognition of Mahomet 
as the Prophet of God. However the Torks may change in 
other respects, in all that concerns thur religioa they mnst 
continue the same. 

TTDtil within a few years, a visit to the mosqaes, espetdallj 
the more sacred ones of St. Sophia and Saltan Achmed, was 
attended with mncb difficulty. Miss Fardoe, according to her 
own account, risked her life in order to see the interior of St. 
Sophia, which she effected in the di^^e of a Turkish Bffendi. 
1 accomplished the same thing, a few days ance, bnt withoot 
recourse to any snch romantic expedient. Mr. Brown, the 
interpreter of the ligation, procnred a firman from the Grand 
Tizier, on behalf of the officers of the San Jaduto, and kindly 
hivited me, with several other American and English travellers, 
to join the party. During the month of Bamasan, no finnaof 
are given, and as at this time there are few travellers in Con- 
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Btantinople, ve should otheiwiee hare been subjected to a bMT) 
eiqMnse. The cost of a Grman, inclDding bM^heesh to tbt 
priostB and doorkeepera, is tOO piaetres (about $3S). 

We isoBsed the Golden Horn in cuqaes, and firat fluted th« 
gardens and palaces oa Seraglio Point. The Sultan at present 
resides in hie snmmer palace of Beshiktashe, on the Bosphoros, 
and onlj occnpies the Serai Bornon, as it is called, daring the 
winter months. The Seraglio cotbtb the extrenUty of the 
promontory on which Constantinople is bsOt, and ia nearly 
three miles in circnit. The scattered buildings erected by dif' 
ferent Sultans form in themselTee a small city, whose domes 
and pointed turrets rise from amid groves of cypress and pine 
The sea-wall is lined with kiosks, &om whose cushioned wior 
dows there are the loveliest views of the European and Asian 
shores, ^e newer portion of the palace, where the Saltan 
now receives the ambassadors of foreign nations, shows the 
inflnence of European taste in its plan and decorations. It i> 
by no means remarkable for splendor, and anSers by contrast 
with many of the private hooses in Damoacns and Aleppa 
The boildiag is of wood, the valla ornamented with deteatablg 
frescoes by nuidem Qre^ artists, and except a small but 
splendid collection of anus, and some wonderful q>ecunens of 
Arabic chirography, there is nothing to int«rest the visit<». 

In ascending to the andeut Seraglio, which was founded by 
Mahomet II., on the site of the palace of the Palmolt^ wa 
passed the Oolnma of Theodosias, a plaia Corinthian shaft, 
about fl^ feet high. The Seraglio is now occupied entirely 
by the servant* and goards, and the greater part of it shows « 
u^ect amoonting almost to dilapidation. The Sanoenic cor 
ridors sLTTonuding its coorts are s^ipptMted by piUais (rf mar 
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DlB, gruite, and porphTry, the spoils of tbe Chriatian capital 
We were idlowed to walk about at leisore, and inspect the dif 
ferent compartments, except the library, vhich onfortanately 
iras locked. This library was for a long time sopposed t« 
conluD maoj lost treasures of ancient literature — among other 
things, the missing booKs of liiry — bnt the recent researches of 
Xiogothetos, the Prince of Samoa, prove that there is little of 
valne among its mouuscriptSL Before the door hongs a wooden 
globe, which is snppoeed to be efficacioos in DentralizlDg the 
influence of the EtU Eye. There are many andent altars and 
fragments of pillars scattered about the courts, and the Turks 
hare even commenced making a collection of antiquities, which, 
with the exception of two immense sarcopha^ of red porphyry, 
contains nothing of ralue. They show, however, one of the 
brazen heads 6[ the Delphian tripod in the Hippodrome, which, 
Ihey say, Mahomet the Conqueror struck off with a shig^e blow 
ai his sword, on entering Constantinople, 

The most interesting portion of the Seraglio is the andent 
thron^room, now no longer need, but still guarded by a com- 
pany of white eunuchs. The throne is an immense, heary 
bedstead, the posts of which are thickly incnisted with mbies, 
tnrqnoises, emeralds, and sapphires. There is a fonnel-shaped 
chimney-piece in the room, a master-work of BeneTennto Gel- 
lim. There, half a century ago, the foreign ambaasadon 
were presented, after baring been bathed, fed, and clothed witli 
% rich mantle in the outer apartments. They were nshereo 
into the imperial presence, supported by a Turkish ofBdal on 
rither aide, in order that they might show no signs of breaking 
tarn nndor the load at awe and rerereue they were supposed 
Id feaL Id the outer Oourt, attaining the Sublime Pcrte, la 
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the Chapel of the Empress Ireae, now converted into ■» 
BTmoiy, which, for ite size, is the most taatefd and pictnroEqiH 
collectiOD of weapons I have ever seen. It is especially rich !■ 
Saracenic armor, aitd contains many superb caaqaes of inlaid 
gold. In a large pittas case in the chancel, one sees the kejp 
of some thirty or forty cities, with the date of their capture. 
It is not likely that another will ever be added to the list 

We now passed out through the Snblime Porte, and direct- 
ed our steps to the famous Aya Sophia — the temple dedicated 
by Jostinian to the Divine Wisdom. The repurs made to the 
onter waUs by the Turks, and the addition of the fonr nun» 
rets, have entirely chained the character of the bnilding, with- 
ont injuring its effect. As a Christian Ohnrch, it must have 
been less imposing than in its present form. A prieat met us at 
the entrance, and after reading the firman with a very discon- 
tented &ce, informed ns that we could not enter nndl the mid- 
day prayers were concluded. After taking off oar shoes, how- 
ever, we wrae allowed to ascend to the galleries, whence we 
looked down on the bowing worshippers. Here the majesty 
of the renowned edifice, despoiled as it now is, bursts at once 
npon the eye. The wonderful flat dome, glittering with iti 
golden mosaics, and the sacred phrase from the Eoran : Ood 
it the lAght of the Heaveiu and tAe Earth," swims in the air, 
one hundred and eighty feet above the marble pavement On 
the eastern and western sides, it rests on two half domes, 
which Ag^n rise from or rest upon a group of three small bait- 
domes, so that the entire roof <^ the mosque, unsupported by a 
pillar, wems to have been dropped from above on the walls; 
nther than to hare been bnilt up from them. Around the 
sdifloe mo an npper and a lower gallery, which alone pxawn 
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the peculiar. ties of the Bjzantiae style. These galleriei are 
mpported by the most precious columns which aocient art 
could afford ; amoog them eight shafts of greefa marble, from 
the Temple of Diana, at Ephesos ; eight of porphyry, fh>m the 
Temple of the Snn, at Baalbek ; besides Egyptian granite. fhrni 
the shrines of Isis and Osiris, and Pentelican marble &om the 
sauctnary of Pallas Atheua. Almost the whole of the int& 
rior has been covered with {pldii^, bat time hag softened its 
brilliancy, and the rich, sabdaed gleam of the walls is in pw- 
fect harmony with the raried coloring of the ancient marbles. 

Under the dome, font Christian seraphim, ezecated in 
mosaic, hare been allowed to remain, bnt the names of the four 
archangels of the Moslem faith are inscribed nnderneath. 
The bronze doors are still the same, the Turks having taken 
great pains to obliterate the crosses with which they were 
adorned. Aronnd the centre of the dome, as on that of Sul- 
tan Achmed, may be read, in golden letters, and in all the 
intricacy of Arabic penmanship, the beantifiil "eree : — " God 
is the Light of the Hearens and the Earth. Bis wisdom ia 
a light on the wall, in which barns a lamp covered with glass. 
The glass shines like a star, the lamp is lit with the oil of a 
blessed tree. Ho Eastern, no Western oil, it shines for who- 
ever wills." After the prayers were over, and we had descend- 
ed to the floor of the mosque, I spent the rest pf my time 
under the dome, fascinated by its marvellous ligbtnesB and . 
beaaty. The worshippers present looked at ns with cnrioatj, 
bat without ill-will ; and before we left, one of the priests came 
dyly with some fragments of the ancient ^ded mosaic, wMch 
be was heathen enough to sell, and we to bay. 

Vrota St. Sophia we went to Sultan Acluned, wbicb bow 
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Ihe Hippodiome, and is one of the stateticBt p lea of OooiUiitf 
aople. It if ftTowedlf an imitation of St Sophis, and tiw 
Itirkfl PTOiHw it a. more woudetM work, becaofie tbe dome it 
■eTen feet higher. It has six minaretB, exueeding in ibia 
respect all the moeqnes of Asia. The dome reati <m four 
immense pillars, the bulk of wUcb qntte op pr w w n tbtt U^t 
galleries rnnnii^ aroond the walls. This, and the tmifiwin 
white color of the interior, impairs the eSfoct which its bold 
stjle and imposiDg dimensions would otherwise prodnce. ^a 
ontside view, with the groap of domes swelling grandly abore 
the rows of broad-amted sycamores, is mnch more satis&ctorj. 
In the tomb of Saltan Achmed, in one corner of the court, W9 
saw his cof&n, tnrban, sword, and jewelled harness. I had 
just been reading old Sandys' account of his visit to CongUut- 
lanf^le, in 1610, durii^ this Saltan's reign, and conld onlj 
think of him as Sandys represents him, in the title-page to hia 
book, as a fat man, with bloated cheeks, in a long gown and tug 
tnrban, and the words ondemeath : — " Achmed, tive 7)fr(Miuu.' 
The other noted mosqnes of Constantinople are the Tent 
Pjam, or Mosque of the Saltana Talide, on the shore of the 
Golden Horn, at the end of the bridge to Qalata ; that cC 
Sultan Bajazet ; of Mahomet II., the Conqueror, and of hia 
son, Suleyman the Magnificent, whose superb mosque well 
deserves this title. I regret exceedingly that onr time did not 
allow ns to Tiew the interior, for outwardly it not only ■at^ 
passes St. Sophia, and all other mosques In the city, bat It 
undoubtedly one of the pnreet specimens of Oriental wdutectore 
extant. It stands on a broad terrace, on one of the WTOn hilli 
of Stamboul, and its exquisitely proportioned domes and min*- 
>cts shine as if crystolized ir the bine of the lur. It ie » typi 
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of OrieiitfJ, as the Parthenon is of Qreciui, ai-d fht Cologne 
Cathedral of Qothic art. As I saw it the other night, lit h] 
the flames of a conflagration, standing ont red and clear against 
the darkness, I felt inclined to place it on a level with eithei 
of those renowned stmctnrea. It is a prodact of the rich 
fhncj of the East, splendid!; ornate, and not withoat a high 
d^ree of symmetry — yet here the symmetry is that of orna- 
ment alone, and not the pore, absolnte proportion of forms, 
vhich we find in Grecian Art. It requires a certun degree of 
ty, a slight inebriation of the inu^^inative facot 
n order to fed the sentiment of this Oriental Architeo- 
tnre. If I rightly express all that it says to me, I touch ths 
re^^ of rapsodj. The East, in almost all its aspects, is so 
essentially poetic, that a true picture of it must be poetic in 
spirit, if not in form. 

Constantinople has heen terribly ravaged by flres, no lew 
than fifteen having occurred during the past two weeks 
Almost every night the sky has been reddened by burning 
liouses, and the minarets of the seven hills lighted with vi 
illumination brighter than that of the Bairam. All the space 
from the Hippodrome to the Sea of Marmora has been swept 
away ; the lard, honey, and oil magazines on the Qolden Horn, 
with the bazaars adjoining ; several large blocks on the hill of 
Qalata, with the Collie of the Dandng Dervishes ; a part of 
Scutari, and the Collie of the Howling Dervishes, all have 
disappeared ; and to-day, the ruins of 3,100 houses, which wera 
destroyed lost night, stand smoking m the Qreek quarter, 
behind the aqueduct of Yaleus. The entire amount of build- 
fa^ consumed in these two weeks is eetmiated at between ji« 
and m tko»tand ! The fire oi the hill of Qalata threatened t« 
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destroy a great part of the Bnbarb of Fera. It cune, sweep 
ing over the brow of the hil], towards my hotel, taming tki 
tall i^presaes k the bnrial ground into shafts of angiy Same, 
and eating away the crackling dwellingH of hordes of haplon 
Tarks. I was in bed, firom a sadden attack of fever, bnt secui^ 
the other gneatB packing np their effecte and preparing U 
leave, I was obliged to do the same ; and this, in m; weak 
state, brought on snch a perapiration that the Eulment left me 
The officers of the United States steamer San Jadnto, and 
the French frigate Charlemagm, came to the rescue with thdr 
men and fire-engines, and the flames were finally qn^ed. The 
proceedings of the Americans, who cut holes in the roots and 
played tbrongh them upon the fires within, were watehed by 
the Turks with stnpid amazement. " U&ahallah 1" said a fat 
Bimbashi, as he stood sweltering in the heat ; " The Franks 
are a wonderful people." 

To those initiated into the mysteries of Turkish politics, 
these fires are more than accidental ; they hare a most we^falj 
significance. They indicate either a general discontent with 
the existing state of affau-a, or else a powerfbl plot against the 
Saltan and hia Ministry. Settuig fire to hooses is, in fact, the 
Turkish method of holding an " indignation meeting," and from 
the rate with which they are increa^ng, the political crima 
most be near at hand. The Saltan, with his nsaal kindness at 
heart, has sent large quantities of tents and other sapplies to 
the gniltless enfferers ; bat no amount of kindness can softMi 
the rancor of these Turkish mtrigaes. Keschid Pasha, tlia 
present Grand Yizier, and the leader of the party of Progress 
is the person against whom tins storm of t^podtioD ia nam 
gathering. 
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In gpite of aHl efforts, the Ottoman Power is rapidly wuting 
away. The life of the Orient is ner?ele§fi and effete ; the 
native strength of the race has died oat, and all attempts to 
resuscitate it by the adoption of Enropean, ioBtitntions produce 
mere galranic spasms, which leave it more exhausted than 
before. The rosy-colored acconnte we have had of Tnrkish 
Progress are for the most part mere delaEdoas. The Saltan is 
a well-meaniDg bnt weak man, and tyrannical throagh his very 
weakness. Had he strength enoagh to break throi^h the 
mesheB of falsehood and venality which are woven so close 
about him, he might accomplish some solid good. Bat Tnrkish 
rale, from his ministers down to the lowest eadi, is a monstroos 
system of deceit and corrnption. These people have not . the 
most remote conception of the trne aims of government ; they 
only seek to enrich themselves and their parasites, at the 
exjiense of the people and the national treasury. When we 
odd to this the conscript system, which is draining the pro 
vincea of their best Moslem sabjects, to the advantage of the 
Christians and Jews, and the blindness of the B«venae Laws, 
which impose on domestic maoafactnres doable the duty levied 
on foreign products, it will easily be foreseen that the next 
balf-century, or less, will completely drain the Tnrkith Empire 
of its last lingering energies. 

Already, in effect, Turkey exists only through the Jealousy 
of the European nations. The treaty of TTukiar-iskelessi, in 
1S83, threw her iato the hands of Russia, although the inSu' 
ence of England has of late years reigned almost exclnaively 
In her cooncils. These are the two powers who are loweritig 
at each other with sleepless eyes, in the Dardanelles and the 
Boaphonu. The people, and most probably the govEmment, 
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Il itrongl; prepoaeSBed in bror of the Engliab ; bnt toe Bn* 
daD Bear has a heavy paw, and when be pats tt into the scale, 
all other trelghte kick the beam. It will be a long and wan; 
straggle, and do man can prophecy the reanlt. 'Rie Turks an 
a people easj to govern, were even the imperfect laws, now in 
existence, fairly administered. They wonld thrive and improve 
under a bettor state of things ; bnt I cannot avud the ooovie 
tion that the r^eueration of the Bast wHI never be cAbcted at 
bbairh«ii4f. 
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T« wood! and Mshiud^ 
Whoa bamodwd; 

T«MM*nd UUote, 
Wanwtat WmwSiP' 



At laet, beliold me furly embarked for Chriatian Ean^e, to 
which I bade aiUea in October last, ei^er for the nnknown 
wondera of the Orient. Since then, nearly ten months have 
passed away, and those wonders are now fomiliar as ererj^day 
experiences. I set ont, determined to be satisfied with no 
slight taste of Eastern life, bnt to drain to the bottom ill 
beaker of mingled snnshine and deep. All this has been 
accomplished ; and if I have not wandered so for, nor enriched 
myself with each varied knowledge of the relics of andent 
history, as I might hare purposed or wished, I have at least 
learned to know the Turk and the Arab, been soothed by tbe 
pataeuce insiured by their fatalism, and warmed by the gorg^ 
aus gleams at fitncy that animate their poetry and religio*. 
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Tlww ten monttis of m; life form an epi§ode which ieems tt 
belong to a separate existence. Jost reBned enoogh to ba 
poetic, and Just barbaric enough to be freed from all codtmi 
tiocal fetters, it is as grateful to hiaia and sool, ae an Eastero 
bath to the body. While I look forward, not withoat pleasure, 
to the loznTies and conveniencea of Europe, I relinquish with • 
sigh the refreshing indolence of Asia. 

We hare passed between the Castles <f the two Coatinenta, 
gnarding the month of the Dardanelles, and are now entering 
the Grecian 8ea. To-morrow, we shall touch, for a. few 
hours, at Smyrna, and then torn westward, on the track of 
UlysaeB and St Panl. FareweU, then, perhaps forever, to the 
bright Orient I Farewell to the gay gardens, the spicy bazaani, 
to the plash of fonntains and the gleam of golden-tipped mina- 
rets I Farewell to the perfect morns, the balmy twilights, the 
still beat of the bine noons, the splendor of moon and stars t 
Farewell to the glare of the white cn^, the tawny wastes of 
dead sand, the valleys of oleander, the hills of myrtle and 
spices I Farewell to the bath, agent of parity and peace, and 
parent of deticions dreams — to the shebook, whose fragrant 
fames are breathed from the lips of patience and contentment 
— to the narghileh, crowned with that blessed plant which 
grows in the gardens of Shiraz, while a foantoin more delight- 
fol than those of Samarcand babbles in its crystal bosom 1 
Farewell to the red cap and slippera, to the big tnrban, the 
flowing tronsera, and the gaudy shawl — to squatting on broad 
diTans, to sipping black cofTee in acorn caps, to grave faces and 
talaam alakoomt, and touching of the lips and forehead I Fare- 
well to the evening meal in the tent door, to the coach on the 
friendly earth, to the yells of the muleteers, to the delibwat*. 
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« of the plodding horse, and the endless rocking of the 
dromedary that koowetli his master ! Farewell, finally, t« 
wmoyaoce without anger, delay withoat vexation, indoleDce 
without eoDui, endurauce without Eatigne, appetite without 
tntemperauce, enjoyment without pall I 



My last Tiew of Stamboul was that of the moaqnes of St 
Sophia and Saltan Achmed, shining faintly in the moonlight, 
as we steamed down the Sea of Marmora. The Cain left at 
nine o'clock, freighted with the news of Reechid Fasha'g 
deposition, and there were no signs of conflt^ation in all the 
long miles of the city that lay behind us. So we speculated 
no more on the exciting topics of the day, bnt went b^ow and 
took a rapor bath in our berths ; for I need not assure you 
that the nights on the Mediterranean at this season are any- 
thing but chilly. And here I most note the bet, that the 
French steamers, while dearer than the Anstrian, are more 
cramped in their accommodations, and filled with a set (tf most 
uncivil aerrants. The table is good, and this is the only thing 
to be commended. In all other respects, I prefer the Lloyd 
resaels. 

Early next morning, we passed the promontory of Cyticns, 
and the Island of Marmora, the marble qnarries of which give 
name to the sea. As we were approaching the entrance to the 
Dardanelles, we noticed an Anstrian brig drifting in the car- 
rent, the whiff of her flag indicating distress. Her rudder was 
ottirely gone, and she was floating helplessly towards the Thr*- 
eiu coast. A boat was mmiediately lowered and a hawaer 
iMrried to her bows, by which we towed hei a short diitaooe ; 
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but otir steam engine did not like this drndgery, and mmotpti 
the rope repeatedly, so that at last we were obliged to lean 
her to her fate. The lift we gave, however, had its effect, and 
bj dexterous mancBaTering with the sails, the captain bronglit 
her safely into the harbor of Oallipoli, where she dropped 
anchor beride m. 

Beyond Gallipidi, the Dardaaellee contract, and the <qipoidiig 
continents rise into lofty and barren hills. In point of nataral 
beauty, this strut is greatly inferior to the Bosphoms. It 
lacks the streams and wooded valleys which open npon the 
latter. The country is but partially cnltiTated, except aroond 
the town of Dardanelles, near the month of the sbrut. llie 
site of the brii^ of Xerxes is easily recognized, the coiifonn» 
tim of the diiferent shores secoading the decision of anti- 
qnarians. Here, too, are Sestoe and Aliydos, of pasdonate 
and poetic memory. Bat as the san dipped towards the seM, 
we passed oat of the narrow gateway. On oar left lay Um 
plain of Troy, backed by the blue range of Moant Ida. l%e 
tnmalns of Patroclns crowned a low Unff looking on the sea. 
On the r^;ht appeared the long, irr^^nlar island of Imbroa, 
and the peaks of misty Samothrace over and beyond it. Teno- 
dos was before as. The red flash of smiaet tinged the grand 
Homeric landscape, and lingered and lingered on tiie aatnmit 
ot Ida, as if loth to depart. I paced the deck nntil long aftet 
it was too dark to distingnish it any more. 

The next morning we dropped anchor in the hatttor of 
Smyrna, where we remained fire honrs. I engaged a doak^, 
and rode oat to the CaravaD Bridge, where the Qreek drinr 
and I smoked narghileha and drank coffee in the shade ot tfai 
icacias. I contrasted my impresraons with those of my 8nt 
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lirit to BrnTTiia last October — my first glin^ae of Oriental 
ground. Then, ererj dog barked at me, and all the horde of 
ham&u creatures who prey apon innocent travellers ran at mj 
heels, bnt now, with my brown face and Turkish aspect Ol 
grare indifference, I was suffered to pass as quietly as my 
donkey-driTer himself. Nor did the latter, nor the ready 
eafidp, who filled oar pipes on the banks of the Meles, attempt 
to overcharge me — a sore sign that the Orient had left its seal 
on my face. Returning through the city, the same mishap 
befel me which travellers osaally experience on their first 
arrival. My donkey, while dashing at fall speed through ■ 
crowd of Smymiotes in their Sunday dresses, slipped op in ■ 
little pool of black mod, and came down with a crash. I flew 
over his head and alighted firmly on my feet, bnt the spnioi 
joang Greeks, whose snowy fhstanellea were terribly bespat 
tered, came off much worse. l%e donkey shied back, lereUed 
his ears and twisted his head on one aide, awaiting a beating, 
bnt his bleeding 1^ saved him. 

We left at two o'clock, touched at 3do in the evenii^, and 
the next morning at sonrise lay-to in the harbor of Syra. The 
Pineos was only twelve hoars distajit ; bnt after my riaitatiOD 
of fever in Oonstandnople, I feared b> encounter the pestilei^ 
tial summer heats of Athens. Bemdes, I had reasons fbr 
hftstening with all speed to Italy and Germany. At ten 
o'clock we weighed anchor again and steered sonthwards, 
between the groups of the Oyclades, nnder a cloudless sky and 
9TBr a sea of the brightest blue. The days were endurable nnder 
«be c«iTa* awning of our quarterdeck, bnt the nights in om 
bertha were sweat-baths, which left ns so limp and exhausted 
*Jut we were almost fit to vanish, like ghosts, at daybreak. 
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Our last gUmpse of the Morea — Cape Matapao — faded avaj 
In the moonlight, and for two dajB we travelled westward orei 
the bnrnuig eea. On the evening of the lltb, the long, low 
outline of Malta rose gradoallj against the last flnsh of sunset, 
tind ia two honrs thereafter, we came to anchor in QuarantiDa 
Harbor. The quarantine for tr&rellers returning &om the 
East, which formerly varied from fourteen to twenty-one days, 
is now reduced to one day for those arriving &om Greece or 
Tnrkey, and three days for those from Egypt and Syria. In 
our case, it was reduced to sixteen honrs, by an official 
courtesy. I had intended proceeding directly to Naples; bat by 
the contemptible trickery of the agente of the French steamers 
—» long history, which it is unnecessay to recapitulate — am left 
Dere to wait ten days for another steamer. It is enough to say 
that there are six other travellers at the same hotel, some 
coming ^m Constantinople, and some from Alexandria, in the 
same predicament. Because a aiogte ticket to Naples costs 
some thirty or forty francs less than by dividing the trip 
into two parts, the agents in those cities refnse to give tickets 
farther than Malta to those who are not keen enongh to see 
through the deception. I made every effort to obtain a second 
ticket in time to leave by the branch stoamer fbr It^y, bat in 
vain. 

La Vflletta is, to my eyes, the moat beaatifiil small dty in the 
world. It is a jewel of a place; not a street but ia full ofpictn 
rwque efiecte, and all the look<outs, which you catch at every 
torn, let yoor eyes rest either upon one of the beautiful harbwi 
3a each side, or the distant horizon of the sea. The streets an 
BO dean that you might eat your dinner off the pavement ; thi 
wldte balcomes and cornices of the houses, all cleanly cat in tbt 
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■oft Mihew stoae, stand out in intenae relief against the iky, 
and from the manifold reflections and coonCer reflections, tha 
■hadows (vfaere there are auj) become a sort of milder light 
The Bteep tadx of the promontory, on which the city is built, 
tire tnmed into staircases, and it is an inexhanstible pastime to 
watch the gronpa, composed of all nations who inhabit the 
shores of the Mediterranean, ascending and descendiog. The 
Anbtrges of the old Knights, the Palace of the Grand Hastor, 
the Cbnrch of St. John, and other relics of past time, bnt more 
especially the fortifications, invest the place with a romantic 
interest, and I snspect that, after Venice and Granada, there 
are few dties where the Middle Ages hare left more impressiTe 
traces of their history. 

The Maltese are contented, and appear to thrive under the 
English adnunistration. They are a pecnliar people, reminding 
me of the Arab even more than the Italiao, while a certain 
ludeness in their build and motions snggests their Fnnic ances- 
ijy. Their langnage is a cnriona componnd of Arabic and 
Italian, the former being the basts. I find that I can onder- 
Btand more than half that is said, the Arabic terminations being 
applied to Italian wwds. I believe it has never been snccess- 
Lvily reduced to writing, aod the restoration of pure Arab! : 
bas boeii proposed, with mnch reason, as preferable to an at- 
tempt to improve or refine it. Italian is the language naed in 
the courts of justice and polite society, and is spoken here with 
au:h more purity than either in 14'aplea or Sicily. 

The heat has been so great since I landed that I have not 

ventured outside of the city, except last evening to an am^ 

tear theatre, got up by the nou-commissioned officers and jgi- 

yates in the garrison. The performances wnre quite brferaUiv 

16 



;d by Google 



161 THX LANDS OF THK UKAGIK. 

azoeptk IOT»«ick joangdamaelwho spoke with r rough masea 
line voice, and made long strides across the stage when she rasbed 
Into her loTsr^ arms. I am at a loss to acconnt for the exlxanat 
tog character of the heat. The thermometer shows 90° by daj, 
and 80° to 86° bj night — a mach lower temperature than I 
hare found quite comfortable in Africa and STria. In the 
Desert 100° in the shade is rather bracing than otherwise ; 
here, 90° readers all exercise, more serere than smoking a pipe, 
impoafflble. Even in a state of complete inertia, a shirt-collar 
will fall starchless in fire minates. 

Bather than waste eight more days in this glimmering half 
existence, I have taken passage in a Maltese »pero%ara, wbic^ 
suls this evening for Catania, in Sicily, where the grand fexti- 
Tal of St. Agatha, which takes place once in a hundred years, 
will be celebrated next week. The trip promises a new exp^ 
rieuce, and I shall get a taste, slight thongh it be, of the golden 
Trinacria of the ancients. Perhaps, after all, this delay which 
so rexes me (bear in mind, I am no longer in the Orient I) may 
be meant solely for my good. At least, Mr. Wiuthrop, om 
Gonnd here, who has been exceedingly kind and conn«oaE to mc^ 
tidokt ft a rare good tortaof, that I ihall see the f 
festB 
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Wltb Tf Tml dUiii< 



!• roll of holldir. l<nd bdti 

led miule dies and mD* 

a out Ukfl ^Dtj toppifit of flre.*^— SlAll. 



I mm on board the tperonara In the harbor of La Taletta at 
the appointed hoar (6 f. v.), and found the remaining sixteen 
passengers already embarked. The captain made his appear- 
ance an honr later, with onr bill of health and pansports, and 
u the Ban went down behind the brown hills of the island, ws 
passed the wave-worn rocks of the promontory, dividiiig the 
two harbors, and slowly moved oflf towards Sicily. 

The Maltese iperimara resembles the andent Roman galley 
more than any modern craft. It has the same high, cnrved 
poop and stem, the same short masts and broad, square saila. 
'nie hnll Is too broad for speed, bnt this adds to the security 
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of the TMsel in a gaU. With a fur wind, it rarely makes mon 
than eight koots an hoar, and in a calm, the sailora (if not too 
lazy) propel it forward with six long oars. The hall is painted 
in a fancifiil stjle, generally bine, red, green and white, with 
bright red masta. The balwarks are low, and the deck of such 
a convexity that it is quite impossible to walk it in a heavy sea. 
Snch was the vessel to which I fonnd myself consigned. It wai 
not more than fifty feet long, and of leas capacity than a Nile 
doAabiyeh. There was a sort of deck cabin, or crib, with two 
berths, but moat of the passengers slept in the hold. For a 
passage to Catania I was obliged to pay forty francs, the 
owner swearing that this was the regular price ; bat, aa I 
afterwards discovered, the Maltese only paid thirty-six francs 
for the whole trip. However, the Captun tried to make np 
the money's worth in civilities, and was incessant in his atten- 
tions to " your Lordships," as he styled myself and my com- 
panion, Cesar di Cagnola, a young Milanese. 

The Maltese were tailors and clerks, who were taking a 
holiday trip to witness the great festival of St. Agatha. With 
two exceptions, they were a wild and senseless, though good- 
natnred set, and in spite of sea-sickness, which exercised them 
terribly for the first two days, kept np a constant jabber Id 
their bastard Arabic from morning till night. As is osnal in 
snch a company, one of them was obliged to serve as a bntt fof 
the rest, and " Maestro Paolo," ag they termed him, wo« sndi 
a profoundly serious face all the while, from his sesrsickness, 
that the fhn never came to an end. As they were going to a 
reli^ons festival, some of them had brongbt their hrevivlM 
along with them ; bnt I am obliged to testify that, after tba 
Srst day, prarers were totally forgotten. The sulor^ boir 
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ever, wore Unen bags, printed with a figure of the Madonna, 
aronnd their necks. 

The Bea wae rather rough, but Oteur and I fortified oai 
stomachs with a bottle of English ale, and as it was dark b; 
this time, sought our resting-places for the night. As we had 
paid double, ^aca were assured na in the coop on deck, but. 
beds were not included iu the bargain. The Maltese, who had 
brought, mattresses and spread a lai^e Phalansterian bed in 
the hold, fared much better. I took one of m; carpet bags 
for a pillow and lay down on the planks, where I succeeded in 
getting a little sleep between the groans of the helpless land- 
lubbers. We had the ymentt, or west-wind, all n^ht, but the 
speronara moved slng^sblj, and in the moruii^ it changed to 
the grtco^eeante, or north-east. No land was in sight ; but 
towards noon, the sky became clearer, and we saw the southern 
coast of Sicily — a bold mountain-shore, looming phantom-like 
in the distance. Cape Passaro was to the east, and the rest of 
the day was spent in beating up to it. At sunset, we were 
near enough to see the villages and olire-groves of the beanti- 
TdI shore, and, far behind the nearer monntains, ninety miles 
distant, the solitary cone of Etna. 

The second night passed like the first, except that our 
bruised IJmbs were rather more sensitive to the texture of the 
planks. We crawled out of our coop at dawn, expecting to 
behold Gatdtaia in the distance ; but there was Cape Passaro 
etui staring us in the face. The Maltese were patient, and wo 
did not complain, though Ceesar and I began to make nice ca)- 
cnlatious as to the probable duration of our two cold fiiwls 
kdA three loaves of bread. The promontory of Syracuse was 
barely visible forty miles ahead ; bit the wind was against na, 
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and BO uiother A&j pawed in beating np the easteni eoatit 
At daak, we orertook another speronara which had left Malts 
two hoars before us, and this was quite a triomph to oar cap 
tun. All the oars were shipped, the sulois aod some of the 
more courageous passengers took hold, and we shot ahead, 
BCadding rapidlj along the dark shores, to the sound of the 
wild Maltese songs. At length, the promontory was gained, 
and the restless current, rolling down from Scylla and Charyb- 
dis, tossed our little bark from wave to wave with a reckless- 
ness that would hare made any one nervous bat an old sailor 
like myself. 

"To-morrow morning," said the Captain, "we shall sail into 
Catania ;" but after a tiiird night on the planks, which were 
now a little softer, we rose to find ourselves abreast of Syra- 
cuse, with Etna as distant as ever. The wind was light, and 
what little we made by tacking was swept away by the ear- 
rent, so that, after wasting the whole forenoon, we kept a 
straight course across the month of the channel, and at sunset 
saw the Calabrian Mountains. This more only lost us more 
ground, as it happened. Cssar and I monmfnlly and silently 
consumed our last fragment of beef, with the remaining dry 
iTosts of bread, and then sat down doggedly to smoke and see 
whether the captain would discover onr situation. But no ; 
while we were supplied, the whole vessel was at oar Lordshipi^ 
command, and now that we were destitute, he took care to 
make no rash offers. Cosar, at last, with an imperial dignity 
becoming his name, commanded dinner. It came, and the pork 
and maccaroni, moistened with red Sicilian wine, gave ai 
patience for another day. 

The fourth morning dawned, and — Qreat Neptune bt 
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pniaed! — we were actu&llj' within the Gulf of Catanis. Elnt 
IcMxned up in all hia aublime bnlk, unobacured by cloud or mbt, 
while a sleoder j«t of amoke nsing from hia crater, was alowlj 
i^rling its wreaths in the clear ur, as if happy to receive the 
£rat beam of the Bun. The towera of Syracuse, which bad 
mocked us all the preceding day, were no longer visible ; the 
land-locked little port of Angntita lay behind ua ; and, as the 
wind continued favorable, erelong we saw a faint white mark 
■t the fbot of the mountain. Tiiia waa Catania. The shores 
of the bay were enlivened with olive-groveii and the gleam of 
the villageii, while here and there a single palm dreamed of iti 
brothers across the sea. Etna, of course, had the monarch'i 
j^ce in the landscape, but even his large, magnificent outlines 
could not usurp all my feeling. The purple peaks to the west- 
ward and farther inland, had a beauty of their own, and in the 
gentle curves with which they leaned towards each other, there 
was a promise of the flowery meadows of Enua. The smooth 
blue water was speckled with fishing-boats. We luuled one, 
inquiring when the fetta was to commence ; but, mistaking onr 
question, they answered : " Aachoviee." Thereupon, a waggish 
Maltese informed them that Maestro Paolo thanked them 
heartily. All the other boats were hailed in the name of 
Maestro Paolo, who, having recovered from his sea-sicknes^ 
took his bantering good-humoredly. 

Caiania presented a lovely picture, as we drew near the 
harbor. Planted at the very foot of Etna, it has a background 
snch as neither N^lee nor Genoa can boast The hills :iezt 
the sea are covered with gardens and orchards, spiinkled with 
Uttle Tillages and the country palaces of the nobles — • rich, 
mltared laodscape, which gradually merges into the fbresti «/ 
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oak and chestnut that girdle the wust of the great vtdcano 
Bnt all the wealth of Boathern T^etation cannot hide the 
footsteps of that Rain, which from time to time vrnta the soil. 
Half-way np, the monntain-eide is dotted with cones of ashes and 
dnders, some covered with the scanty shrnbbeiy which centoriee 
hare called forth, some barren and recent ; while two dark, 
winding streams of sterile lara descend to the verj' shore, 
where they stand congealed io ragged needles and pyramids. 
Part of one of these black floods bas swept the town, and, 
tumbling into the sea, walls one side of the port. 

We glided slowly past the mole, and dropped anchor a few 
yards lironi the shore. There was a sort of open promenade 
planted with trees, in front of ns, aarroanded with high white 
honses, above which rose the dome of the Cathedral and the 
spires of other chnrches. The magnificent palace of Fnnce 
Biscari was on onr right, and at its foot the Customs and 
Bevenne ofGces. Every roo^ portico, and window was Uned 
with lamps, a triomphal arch spanned the street before the 
palace, and the landing-place at the offices was festooned with 
crimson and white drapery, spangled with gold. While we 
were waiting permission to land, a scene presented itself which 
recalled the pagan days of Sicily to my mind. A procession 
came in sight from under the trees, and passed along the shore. 
In the centre was borne a stately shrine, hnng with garlands, 
and contaimng an image of St. Agatha. The sonnd of Antes 
and cymbals accompanied it, and a band of children, bearing 
orange and palm branches, danced riotonsly before. Had the 
image been Pan instead of St. Agatha, the ceremonies would 
have been qnite as appropriate. 

The q>eronara'a boat at last took as to the gorgeons luring' 
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place, where ve were carefully coanted hj a fat SicQiaD official, 
u>d declared free from qnaraDtine. We were then called into 
the Passport OfSce, where the Maltese anderweat a searching 
ezaminBtiOQ. One of the officers sat with the Black BooV, oi 
list of snspected persona of all nations, open before him, and 
looked for each name as it was called oat. Another scanned 
the foces of the fnghtened tailors, as if comparing them with 
eertun reTolntionaiy visages in his mind. Terrible wtts the 
keen, detectire glance of his eye, and it went straight throngh 
the poor Maltese, who vanished with great rapidity when they 
were declared free to enter the city. At last, they all passed 
the OTdeal, but Cnsar and I remained, looking in at the door. 
" There are still these two Frenchmen," said the captain. " 1 
' am DO Frenchman," I protested ; " I am an American." " And 
I," said Cmsar, "am an Aastrian sabject." Tberenpon we 
received a polite invitation to enter ; the terrible glance softened 
bto a benign, respectfnl smile ; he of the Black Book ran 
lightiy over the Cs and T's, and said, with a courteous inclina- 
tk>D ; " There is nothing against the signori." I felt quite 
relieved by this ; for, in the Mediterranean, one is never safe 
from spies, and no person is too insignificant to escape the ban, 
if once snspected. 

Calabria was filled to overflowing with strangers fi^nn all 
parts of the Two Sicilies, and we had some difficolty in finding 
very bad and dear lodgings. It was the first day of theywfo, 
and the- streets were filled with peasants, the men in black 
rdvet jackets and breeches, with stockings, and long white cot- 
ton o^ hanging on the shonlders, and the women with gay 
■ilk shawls on their heads, after the manner of the Hexicac 
ftboxa. In all the pnblic sqnares, the market scene in JUasa 
16* 
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vmHo ma aetod to tli« life. The SidUan dialect it hanh and 
barbaroDB, and the original Italian ia so disguiaed hj ttie admij.- 
tnre or Arabic, Spanish, French, and Greek worda, that eTcii 
107 imperial friend, who waa a bom Italian, had great difflcnlt] 
In nnderatanding the peojrie. 

I purchased s guide to the feata, whkh, among other thii^i^ 
contained a bii^aphj of St. Agatha. It if a beantifol speci- 
men of pions writing, and I regret that I bare not apace to 
translate the whole of it. Agatha was a beautiful Oat&niaa 
vir^n, who secretlj embraced Christianity during the reign of 
Nero. Oatania was then governed by a pnstor named Qnin 
tianns, who, becoming enamored of Agatha, naed the most 
brntal means to compel her to submit to his desires, bat with- 
out elfect. At last, driren to the crueleat extremes, he cat oEF 
her breasta, and threw her into prison. But at midnight, St. 
Peter, accompanied by an ai^l, appeared to her, restored the 
maimed parts, and left her more beaatifol than erer. Qnin- 
tianns then ordered a fnmace to be heated, and cast her 
therein, A terrible earthqaake shooli the dtj ; the sun was 
eclipsed ; the sea rolled bat^wards, and left its bottom dry ; 
:he pnetor's palace fell in rains, and he, pnrsned by the ven- 
^nce of the pcpulace, fled till he reached the rirer Simeto, 
where he was drowned in attempting to cross. "The thondera 
of the vengeance of Ood," says the bi(^;raphy, " strack bim 
down into the profonudest Hell 1" This was in the jaat 
858. 

The body was carried to Constantinople in 1040, **Blthosf^ 
the Cataniana wept incessantly at their loss ;" but is 1136, two 
E'rench knights, named Gilisbort and Goseiin, were mored fa} 
angelic inSuences to restore it to its natire town, «hich (h(fy 
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with joy." The miracles eSbcted hj the aaint are nnmberleafl, 
and her power is especially efficadons in preventing earth- 
quakes and eruptions of Monnt Etna. Xevertheless, Catania 
has suffered more from these caaseB thao any other town in 
Bidly. Bat I would that all saints had as good a claim to 
canonization as St. Agatha. The honors of each a festival aa 
this are not ont of place, when paid to such jonth, beanty, 
and " heavenly chastity," as she typifies. 

The guide, which I hare already consulted, |^res a full 
account of the festa, in advance, with a description of Catania. 
The anthor says : " If thy heart is not inspired by gazing on 
this lovely dty, it is a fatal sign — thou wert not bom to feel 
the sweet impnlses of the Beautiful I" Then, in announcing 
the iUuminatdons and pyrotechnic displays, he ezclaims : " Oh, 
the amazing spectacle 1 Oh, how happy art thou, that thou 
b^holdest it 1 What pyramids of lamps 1 What myriads of 
rockets 1 What wonderfiil temples of flame 1 The Uonnttun 
himself is astomsbed at snch a display." And farnly, except 
the illumination of the Oolden Horn on the Night of Predes- 
tinatJOQ, I have seen nothing equal to the spectacle presented 
by Catania, daring the past three nights. The dty, which has 
been bmlt up from her ruins more stately than ever, was in a 
blaze of light — all her domes, towers, and the long lines <rf her 
beautifnl palaces revealed in the varying red and golden flames 
of a hondred thousood lamps and torches. Pyramids of ftn^ 
transparendes, and illuminated triumphal arches flUed the fonr 
pHn^pal streets, and the fountain in the Cathedral square 
gleamed like a Jet of molten silver, spinning up from one of the 
pcves of Etna. At ten o'dock, a gorgeous display of fire-workf 
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closod the A&fe fesdrities, but the lamps remuned bonuitg 
nearly aU night 

Od the second night, the grand Procession of the Yul took 
place. I witnessed this imposing spectacle &om the balcony 
of Prince Gessina's palai». Long lines of waxen torches led 
the way, followed by a military band, and then a company of 
the liighest prelates, in their most brilliant costumes, surroand 
ing the Bishop, who walked nnder a canopy of silk and gold, 
beuing the miracnlons veil of St. Agatha. I was blessed with 
a distant view of it, bnt conld see no traces of the rosy has 
left upon it by the flames of the Saint's martyrdom. Behind 
the priests came the Intmdenie of Sicily, Qen. Filangieri, th« 
same who, three years ago, gave np Catania to sack and 
slaoghter. He was followed by the Senate of the City, who 
have jnst had the cringing cowardice to offer him a ball on 
next Sunday night. If ever a man deserved the vengeance of 
an ontr[4;ed people, it is this Filangieri, who was first a Iiiberal, 
when the canse promised success, and then made himself the 
Bcoarge of the vilest of kings. As he passed me last night in 
his carriage of State, while the masic pealed in rich rejmcing 
strains, that solemn chant with which the monks break npoa 
the revellers, in " Lncrena Borgia," came into my mind : 

"La gicdm del profuil 

[the n^i^dng of the profane is a transitory mist] I heud, 
onder the din of all these festiTltiee, the voice of that Retriba- 
tjon which even now lies in wait, and will not long be delayed. 
To-night Signor Scavo, the American Yice-Oousol, took m« 
U) the paIaG« of Prince Biscari, overlooking the harbor, ii 
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acder to behold the graad display of Sreworks from the end of 
the mole, The showers of rockets and colored stars, and the 
templea of blue and silver fire, were repeated in the dark, qaiet 
boeom of the sea, prodacing the most dazzliog and startling 
effects, irbere was a lai^ number of the Oatanese nobilitj- 
present, and among them a Marchesa Oioveni, the descendant 
of the bloodf house of Anjou. Prince Biscari is a benign, 
courtly old man, and greatly esteemed here. His son is at 
present in exile, on acconnt of the part he took in the late 
revolntion. Daring the bm^ of the city nnder Filangieri, the 
palace was plondered of property to the amonnt of ten thoa- 
sand dollars. The museum of Qreek and Roman antiqaitief 
attached to it, and which the house of Biscari has been collect' 
Ing for many years, is probably the finest in Sicily. The state 
apartments were thrown open this evening, and when I left, aE 
boar ^0, the greater potion of the gnests were going through 
mazy quadrilles on the mosaic pavements. 

Among the antiquities of Catania which I have visited, are 
the Amphitheatre, capable of holding 15,000 persons, the old 
Greek Theatre, the same in which Alcibiades made his noted 
faarangae to the Gatanians, the Odeon, and the andent Baths. 
The theatre, which is in tolerable preservation, is built of lava 
like many of> the modern edifices in the city. The Baths 
proved to me, what I had supposed, that the Oriental Bath of 
the present day is identical vrith that of the Ancients. Why 
80 admirable an institution has never been introduced into 
En>ope (except in the Bains Chinou of Paris) is more than I 
tan tell From the pavement of these baths, which is nearly 
twenty feet below the surface of the earth, the lavs of tat«r 
•mptioQB has burst np, in places, ic hard black jets. The most 
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ironderftil token of that flood which whelmed GstaidA tuo 
handred years ^o, is to be seen at the Grand BeoeiUctiiM 
Convent of San Nicola, in the npper part of the dtj. Hen 
the stream of lava diridea itself just before the Convent, and 
Sows past on both sides, leaving the boilding and gardens 
ontooched. The marble conrts, the fonntoins, the splen^d 
galleries, and the gardens of richest aonthem bloom and fra- 
grance, stand like an epicnrean island in the midst of the terri- 
ble stonj wares, whose edges bristle with the thorny aloe and 
cactns. The monks of San Nicola are all chosen fr«Hn tbs 
Sicilian nobility, and lire a comfortable life of Inznry and rice. 
Each one has his own oomage, horses, and servants, and each 
his private chambers ontside of the conrent walls and his kept 
concnbinee. These facts are known and acknowledged by tiie 
Cataniani, to whom tbey are a lasting scandal. 

It is past midnight, and I mnat close. Cnsar started thit 
afternoon, alone, for the ascent of Etna. I woaM have acoiHi^ 
panied him, bnt my only chance of reaching Meemna in tima 
for the next steamer to Nt^Iee is the dUigence which leaves 
here to-morrow. The mountain hae been covered with clondi 
for the last two days, and I have had no view at all oompai»- 
bie to that of the morning of my arrivaL To-morrow the 
grand procesaon of the Body of St. Agatha takes place, bat 
1 am qnite Batisfied with three days of processions and bom 
races, and three nights of illnminatdoui. 

I leftve in the morning, with a Sicilian passport^ mj own 
ntdSJag me notiiing, after landing. 
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Naw OntN^Ws LoH 8tl>it of ths H> 




Thi noises of the feBtiral had not ceased when I dosed mj 
letter at midnight, on Friday last. I slept aonndly through 
the night, bat was awakened before sunrise bj mj Sicilian land- 
lord. " 0, Excellenza I have jon heard the Monntain T He in 
going to break oat again ; may the holy Santa Agatha protect 
ns 1" It is rather ill-timed on the part of the Monntain, was 
my involnntary first thought, that he shoald choose for a new 
emptitMi precisely the centennial festival of the only Sunt who 
is enpposed to ba?e any power over him. It shows a disregard 
of ftenale inflnence not at all soited to the present day, and I 
•carcely believe that he serionely means it. Next came along 
the jabbering landlady : " I don't like his looks. It was jost 
M the last time. Come, Excellenza, yon can see him from the 



;d by Google 



ITS TBt UMDS 07 THK tARAOtM. 

back temce." The bod wtts oot yet riseo, bat the east nat 
bright with his coming, and there was not a cload in the skj 
All the features of Etna were aharpiy Bcnlptored iu the cleai 
air. From the topmost cone, a thick stream of white smoke 
was alowlf puffed ont at abort intervals, and rolled lazily down 
the eastern tdde. It had a heavy, languid character, and .' 
should have thought nothing of the appearance bat for th. 
alarm of my hosts. It was like the slow fire of Earth'a 
incense, bnrning on that grand mountain altar. 

I hnrried off to the Post Office, to await the arrival of th« 
diligence from Palermo. The office is in the Strada Etnea, 
the main street of Catania, which mns straight through thp 
city, ^m the sea to the base of the mountain, whose peak 
closes the long vista. The diligence was an hour later than 
Qsnal, and I passed the time in watching the smoke which con- 
tinued to increase in volume, and was mingled, from time to 
time, with jete of inky blackness. The postilion said he bad 
seen fires and heard loud noises during the night, According 
to his account, the disturbances commenced about midnight. 
[ could not but envy my friend Casar, who was probably at 
that moment on the summit, looking down into the seeUung 
Sres of the crater. 

At last, we rolled out of Catania. There were in the dili- 
gence, besides myself, two men and a woman, Sicilians of the 
secondary class. The road followed the shore, over rugged 
tracts of lava, the different epochs of which could be distinctly 
traced in the chariicter of the vegetation. The lost great flow 
(of 1619) stood piled in lot^ ridges of terrible sterility, barely 
allowing the aloe and cactus to take root iu the hollows betweea 
The older deposits were sufficiently decomposed to i 
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the oUtb Euid Tine ; bat even here, the orchards were studded 
with pTTamids <^ the harder fn^j^onts, which are laboriooslj 
jollected b^ the husbandmen. In the few fovored spots which 
hftve been ontottched for so many ages that a tolerable depth fit 
toil has accumulated, the regetatton has all the richness and 
brilliaDCj of tropical lauds. The palm, orange, and pome- 
granate thrive Inznriantly, and the Vines almost break under 
their heavy clnsters. The villages are frequent and well built, 
and the hills are stndded, far and near, with the villas of rich 
proprietorB, mostly bmldings of one story, with verandahs 
extending thdr whole length. Looking np towards Etna, 
whose base the road endrcles, the views are gloriously rich and 
beantifaL On the Other hand is the bine Mediterranean and 
the irregular ontllne of the shore, here and there sending forth 
promontories of lava, cooled by the waves into the most fan- 
tastic forms. 

We had not proceeded for before a new sign called m; 
attentloa to the mountain. Not only was there a perceptablfl 
jar or vibration in the earth, bnt a doll, groaning sonnd, like 
the mnttering of distant thnnder, began to be heard. The 
smoke increased in volume, and, as we advanced further to the 
eastward, and much nearer to the great ccme, Z perceived that 
it consisted of two jets, issuing ftvm different months. A 
broad stream of very dense white smoke still flowed over the 
tip of the topmost crater and down the eastern side. As its 
breadth did not vary, and the edges were distinctly defined, it 
was no doubt the solpbareous vapor rising from a nver of 
molten lava. Perhaps a thousand yards below, a mnch stronger 
oolnmn of mii^^ed black and white smoke gushed np, in regular 
beats or pants, from a depression in the moontun side, beiweev 
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two ntall, BJCtinct conea. All this put of Etna wu teami 
irith deep chBBms, aod in the bottoms of those nearest ths 
losing, I Gonld see the red gleam of fire. The air was per 
fectly *tIU, and as jet there was no clond in the ikj. 

When we stopped to change horses at the town at Ad 
Reale, I first felt the Tiolence of the tremor and the awful 
Iternuess of the sonud. The smoke bj this time seemed to be 
gathering on the side towards Oatuiia, and hnng in a dark 
mass abont half-waj down the monntun. Gronps of the Tit 
lagera were gathered in the atreets which looked upwards to 
Etna, and discnsmng the chances of an emption. " Ah," said 
an old peasant, " the Mountain knows how to make himself 
respected. When be talks, arerjrbody listens." The sound 
was the most awfol that ever met mj ears. It was a hard, 
painfiil moan, now and thm fluttering like a suppressed sob, 
and had, at the same time, an ezpreadon of threatening and of 
agonj. It did not come from Etna alone. It had no fixed 
location ; it perraded all space. It was iu the ur, in the 
depths of the sea. In the earth under mj feet— ererjwbere, in 
bet ; and as it continued to inereose in riolence, I experienced 
a sensation of podliTe piun. Hie people looked anxions and 
alarmed, although thej said it was a good thing tor all Sicilj ; 
that last year the; had bew in constant fear from earthquakes, 
and that an eruption invariablj left the Island quiet for sereral 
f ean. It ta true that, during the past jear, porta (tf Sicilj 
and Oalabria hare been vimted with severe shocks, oocashnhig 
much damage to property. A merchant ot this ci^ infwmed 
Bw Testerdaj that his whole family had slept for two uonthi 
In the ranlta of his warehouse, fearing that thefr wahfa n w 
■ddit be shakitn down in the id^L 
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Am we rode along from Aci Reale to Tttsnnina, all the rat- 
tBng of the dQigence orer the roogh road conld not drown 
Ae awftil noise, l^ere was a strong smell of solphar in th« 
Mr, and the thick pants of smoke from the lower crater Mn 
tinned to increase in strength. The san was fierce and hot, 
and the edges of the snlplmreons clonds shone with a dazzling 
whiteness. A mounted soldier overtook us, and rode beside 
the diligence, taUdng with the postilliou. He had been np to 
the mountain, and was taking his report to the Governor ol 
the disMct The heat of the day and the continued tremor 
of the ur lulled me into a sort of don, when I was snddenlj 
aroneed bj a cry from the soldier and the stopping of the dili- 
gence. At the same time, there vae a tertific peal of sound, 
followed bj a Jar which ranst have shaken the whole island. 
We looked np to Etna, which was fortnnatelj in fall view 
before ns. An inunense mass of snow-white smt^e had burst 
np from the crater and was rising perpendicularly into the air, 
its rounded rolmnee rapidly whirling one over the other, yet 
nif^ with BQCh impetus that they only rolled ontwards after 
they had ascended to an immense height. It might have been 
one minute or five — for I was so entranced by this wonderful 
qwctacle that I lost the sense of time — ^but it seemed instant 
aneoDS (so raind and violent were the effects ot the explodcn), 
when there stood in t^e ur, based on the summit of the monn- 
t^n, a mass of smoke fbor or Ato miles high, and shaped pi»- 
dsely tike the Italian pine tne. 

Words cannot pahit the grandeur of this migbty tree. Its 
trunk rf columned smoke, one side of which was nlvered by the 
tmij whUe the other, in shadow, was Inrid with red flame, rose 
lor mm tliwi a mile before it tent ont its clcndy boughs. Then 
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parting into a thoiuaud Btreams, each of vhich agnin threw 
oat its branching tofts of smoke, roQing and wftving in the ^, 
it stood in intense relief against the dark bloe of the akj. It* 
rounded masses of foliage were dazzlingly white on one std^ 
while, ID the shadow; depths of the branches, there was a con- 
stant plaj of brown, yellow, and crunsoa tints, revealing the 
f«ntral abaft of fire. It was like the tree celebrated in the 
Bcandinarian s^aa, as seen by the mother of Harold Har- 
drada — ^that tree, whose roots pierced through the earth, whose 
trunk was of the color of blood, and whose branches filled the 
uttermost corners of the heavens. 

This ontborst seemed to have relieved tlie mountain, for the 
tremors were now leas violent, though the t«Trible noise still 
droned in the air, and earth, and sea. And now, from the 
base of the tree, three white streams alowly crept into as manj 
separate chasms, against the walls of which played the flidter' 
iag glow of the bnming lava. The column of amoke and flame 
waa still harled npwarda, and the tree, after standmg abont 
ten minntea — a new and awfnl revelation of the active fbrces 
of Natnre — gradually rose and spread, lost its form, and, 
slowly moved by a light wind (the firat that disturbed the dead 
calm of the day), bent over to the eastward. We resumed 
our course. The vast belt of smoke at laat arched over the 
strait, here about twenty milea wide, and sank towards the 
distant Calabrian shore. As we drove nuder it, for some milei 
<rf oor way the eqd was totally obscured, and the sky pre- 
sented the singnlair spectacle of two hemispheres of clear blue, 
with a broad belt of darkness drawn between them. There 
was a hot, snlphureons vapor in the air, and showers of white 
mbes fell, fn»n time to time. We were distant abost twelve 
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mflce, Id k straight line, from the crater ; but the air waa ao 
dear, eveo Dnder the shadow of the smoke, that I could dis 
tiactly trace the downward movement of the rivers of lara. 

This was the emption, at last, to which all the phenomena 
of the moming had been only preparatory. For the first time 
in ten years the depths of Etna had been stirred, and I thanked 
God for my detention at Malta, and the singular hazard of 
travel which had brought me here, to hia very base, to witness 
a scene, the impression of which I shall never lose, to my dyii^ 
day. Although the eruption may continae and the mountain 
poor forth fiercer fires and broader tides of lava, I cannot bat 
think that the first upheaval, which lets ont the long-imprisoned 
forces, will not be equalled in grandeur by any later spectacle. 

Aiter pasung Taormina, our road led ns under the hOls of 
the coasi, and although I occasionally caught glimpses of Etna, 
and saw the refiection of fires from the lava which was filling 
up his savage ravines, the smoke at last encircled nis w^t, 
and be was then shut out of sight by the iuterrening moun- 
tains. We lost a bolt in a deep valley opening on the sea, and 
during oar stoppage I conld still hear the groans of the Monn- 
ta4n, ihoi^h farther off and less painful to the ear. As 
evening came on, the beantifnl hills of Calalnia, with white 
towns and villages on their sides, gleamed in the purple light 
of the setting sun. We drove around headland after headland, 
tHi the strait opened, and we looked over the harbor of Mesidua 
to Capo Faro, and the distant islands of the Tyrrhene Sea. 



I leave this afternoon for Naples and Leghorn. I have loit 
ilready so mnch time between Constantinople and this place, 
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that I cannot ^re np ten dafs more to Etna. Beildes, Z as 
BO thorooghlf satisfied with what I have seeo, that I fear u 
aecood view of the eraptlon could equal it Etna canuot ba 
seen from here, nor from a nearer point than a moonttun six (» 
eight miles distant. I tried last evening to get a horse and 
ride oat to it, in order to see the appearance of the eraption 
hj night ; but every horse, mnle and donkey in the place was 
ei^aged, except a miserable lame mole, for which fire dollars 
was demanded. However, the oig^t happened to be chxidy; 
■0 that I could hare seen ncthing. 

My paaaport is finally m ri^ It has cost the labors ol 
myself and an able-bodied ralet-dfrfilace mnce yesterday mMiung, 
and the expenditure of five dollars and a half, to accomplish 
this great work. I have just been righteonaly abosing the 
Ne^KiIitan Government to a native merchant whom, from hii 
name, I took to be a Frenchman, bnt as I am off in an hoar oi 
hns hope to escape arrest Ferdititm to all Tjnaay ! 
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OHAPTEB XXXIL 

elBBALIAB. 

B BoBtliuiptm— Tte Bar ef ItaMr— Oinn 



id GOnltar, (n>d and fr^.* 



wt na, a bantw bload-r 

III illiMirt ■nitli Hit itli 



I iMAvt unrecorded the links of travel which connected Me» 
rinft uid Oibraltar. The; were over the well-trodden fields oi 
Europe, where little ground is left that is not familiar. In 
leaving Scily I lost the Saracedic trail, which I had been fol- 
lowing through the East, and first find it again here, on the 
rock of Caipe, whose name, DjeM el -Tank (the Mountain of 
Tarik), still speaks of the fiery race whose role extended from 
the aaknown ocean of the West to " Ganges and Hydaspes, 
Ini£an itreama." In Malta and Sicily, I saw their decaying 
wateit-towers, and recognized their aign-mannal in the deep, 
gnttnral, masculine words and expressions which they have 
left behind them. I now design following their footstepi 
Ummgh the beantifdl Btldd^Andabtz, which, to the eye d 
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the Helek Abd-flr-rabmlLii, was onlj less IoTel7 than the plalu 
of DnmaecoB. 

While in CoDstantiot^Ie, I received letters which opened t« 
me wider and richer fields of travel than I had already tr* 
versed. I saw a possihilit; of exploring the far Indian realoH, 
the shores of farthest Cathay and the famed Zipango of Marco 
Polo. Before entering on this new sphere of experiences, how- 
ever, it was necessary for me to visit Italy, Germany, and 
England. I sailed from Messina to Leghorn, and travdled 
thence, by way of Florence, Venice, and the Tyrol, to Manich 
After tlit«e happy weeks at Qotha, and among the valleys of 
the Thtlringian Forest, I went to London, where bnsineuB and 
the preparation for my new Jonmeys detained me two or three 
weeks longer. Although the comforts of Enropean civilizatiou 
were pleasant, as a change, after the wild life of the Orient, the 
antnmnal iiuns of England soon made me homesick for the 
SDnshine I had left. The weather was cold, dark, and dreary, 
and the oppressive, sticky atmosphere of the bitnmioons metro- 
polis w^hed upon me like a nightmare. Heartily tired of 
looking at a snn that conld show nothing brighter than a red 
copper disk, and of breathing an air that peppered my face 
with particles of soot, I left on the 28th of October. It was 
one of the dismalest days of antnmn ; the meadows of Berk- 
shire were flooded with broad, mnddy streams, and the woods 
on the hills of Hampshire looked brown and sodden, as if 
slowly rotting away. I reached Sonthtunpton at dosk, bnt 
there the sky was neither warmer nor clearer, so I spent thfl 
evening over a coal fire, all impatience for the bright beloved 
SoDth, towards which my face was turned once more. 

The MaArat lefl. on the next day, at 2 p.h , in the mUrt <tf 
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a dieerless rain, which half blotted oat the pleasant ahoree of 
BonthamptoQ Water, and the Isle of Wight. The Madrat 
waa a dngnlarlj appropriate ressel for one bound on each a 
jonrnej as mine. The surgeon vas Dr. Mnngo Park, and ooe 
of mj room^iuttes was Mr. R. Crusoe. It was a Friday, 
which boded no good for the voyage ; bat then my Jooroey com- 
meoced with my learing lioodon the day preTions, and Thurs- 
day is a locky day amoi^ the Arabs. I canght a watery view 
of the gray cliSs of the 14'eedles, when dinner was aanonaced, 
bat many were those (and I among them) who commeaced 
that meal, and did not stay to finish it. 

Is there any piece of water more niireasonably, distressingly, 
dtsgustiogly roogh and perverse than the British OhannelT 
Tes : there is one, and bat one — the Bay of Biscay. And as 
the latter succeeds the former, without a panse between, and 
the head-winds never ceased, and the rain continually poured, 
I leave yon to draw the climax of my misery. Foor days and 
four nights in a berth, lying on yonr back, now dozing dnil 
boor after hour, now making faint endeavors to eat, or reading 
the feeblest novel ever written, because the mind cannot digest 
stronger aliment— can there be a greater contrast to the wide- 
awake Ufe, the liery inspiration, of the Orient f Hy blood 
neoame so sluggish and my mind so cloudy and befogged, that 
I despaired of ever thinking clearly or feeling vividly ^ain. 
"The winds are rnde" in Biscay, Byron says. They are, 
tDdeed ; very rude. They must have been raised in some most 
disorderly quarter of the globe. They pitched the waves right 
orer oar bulwarks, and now and then dashed a bucketfol of 
Tktcr down the cabin skylight, swamping the ladies' cabin, and 
trttfag iOoreB of bandboxes afloat. Not that thne was tb« 



;d by Google 



S86 tn UMM or rac BJUoKit. 

loMt Mtul dat^w ; but Mjb. would not be p 

that wt irere not on the biink of destrnction, and wroto to 
friends at home a volnminoos accoont of her feelings. Tbta* 
Tu an Iriahman on board, bound to Italy, with hia elster. It 
waa hie first tonr, and when asked why he did not go direct, 
throogh France, he replied, with brotherly concern, tiiat ht 
was anzions his sister should see the Bay of Biscay. 

This youth's perceptions were of such an emer^d hne, that 
a lot of iricked Englishmen had their own fan oat of him. 
The other day, he was trying to shave, to the great danger of 
slicing off his nose, as the vessel was rolling fearfhlly. " Why 
dont yon have the ship headed to the wind f " aud one of the 
Englishmen, who heard his complaints ; " she will then lie 
steady, and yon can share beaatifaUy." Therenpon the Irisb- 
man sent one oS the stewards npon deck with a polite measage 
to the captain, begging him to pat the vessel abont for five 



Towards noon of the fifth day, we saw the dark, m^^ed 
monntdns that guard the north-western comer of the Spanish 
Peninsala. We passed the Bay of Coronoa, and roocdii^ tin 
bold headland of Finisterre, left the Biscayan billows behind 
ns. But the aea was atHl roi^h and the sky clonded, althongfa 
the next morning the mildness of the air showed the change in 
our latitude. About noon that day, we made the Boriings, a 
clnster of rocks forty nulea north of Lisbon, and jnst before 
lunset, a traasient lifting of the clouds revealed the Ro(A of 
Ointra, at the month of the Tagus. The tall, perpeodicnlar 
cliA, and the mountain slopes behind, covered with garden^ 
ncliards, and scattered villas and hamlets, made a gvwrf 
though dim picture, which was soon hidden from oar view. 
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On the 4th, w« wen ndulj all iaj cxoaing the mootb ot 
the Bxf of Gadii, and only at snoaet saw Oape Trafalgar afat 
OK, glimmering through the reddiab base. I remiuned on deck, 
M there were patches of starUght in the Ay. After paaaing 
the ligbt-honse at Taiih, the Spanish shore cootinned to be 
Tiaible. In another honr, there was a dim, cloody ootline high 
above the horizon, on onr right This was the Lesser Atlas, 
in Morocco. And now, right ahead, distinctly viuble,' though 
fifteen mOea distant, la; b. colossal lion, with his head on hia 
outstretched paws, looking towards Africa. If I bad been 
bronght to the spot blindfolded, I should have known what it 
was. The resemblance ia certainly very striking, and the ligbt- 
honse on Enropa Point seemed to be a lamp held in his paws. 
The lights of the dtj and fortifications rose one by one, ot- 
tering along the base, and at oddoigbt we dropped anchor 
before them on the western side. 

I landed yesterday morning. The mists, which had fdlowed 
me from England, had collected behind the Rock, and the san, 
■till hidden by its bnge bnlk, shone upwards tbrongh them, 
making a Innunoas background, against which the lofty walls 
and jagged ramparts of this tremendous natural fortification 
were clearly deGned. I announced my name, and the length 
at time I designed remaining, at a little oiBce on the qnay, and 
was then allowed to pass into the dty. A nomber of fomihar 
white tmbans met me on entering, and I could not resist the 
lemptatioD of cordially saluting the owners in their own Ian- 
gaage, The town is long and narrow, lying steeply against 
the Bock. The houses are white, yellow and pink, as in 
Spanish towns, but the streets are clean and well paTed. 
nure is a square, about the size of an jrdinaty bnildin^tot 
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when « tort of market of di7 goods and sioall artidea is held 
The "Clab-Hoose Hotel" occnjuM one Eode of it; and, as ] 
Ifxk ont of my window apon it, I see the topmost cli& o( the 
Rock aboTe me, tiireateniog to topple down from a height of 
1,600 feet 

My first walk in Gibraltar was in seucb of a palm-tree 
&.fter threading the whole length of the town, I foond two 
imall ones In a garden, in the bottom of the old moat. The 
son was shining, and his rays seemed to &11 with double 
warmth on ih^ feathery crests. Three brown Spaniards 
barfr«rmed, were drawing water with a pole and bucket, and 
suing the little channels which coDveyed it to the distant Tege- 
tables. The sea glittered bine below ; an Indian fig-tree 
shaded me ; but, on the rock behind, an aloe lifted its blossom- 
tng stem, some twenty feet high, into the sunshine. To 
describe what a weight was lifted from my heart wonld seem 
foolish to those who do not know on what little things the 
whole tone of onr spirits sometimes depends. 

But if an eren balance was restored yesterday, the opposite 
scale kicked the beam this momii^. Not a speck of rapor 
blurred the spotless crystal of the sky, as I walked along the 
hanging paths of the Alameda. The sea was dazzling ultra- 
marine, with a purple lustre ; erery crag and notch of the 
monntaios across the bay, every shade of brown or gray, ta 
the green of grassy patches, was drawn and tinted with a 
pencil so exquisitely delicate as almost to destroy the perspect- 
ire. The white houses of Algedras, five miles off, appeared 
elose at hand ; a little toy-town, backed by miniature hilla. 
kpea Hill, the ancient Abyia, in Africa, adranced to meet 
Oalpe, its opposing pillar, and Atlas swept away to the eut 
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wttA, its blae becoming paJer and paler, till the powen d 
vinon fioally &iled. From the top of the sonthern pcrict of 
the Bock, I saw the monntain-sbore of Spam, as far as Malaga, 
and the mow; top of one of the Sierra Ifevoda. Looking 
eaatward to the horizon line of the Mediterranean, m; sight 
extended bo Ear, in the wonderfiil clearness of the air, that thq 
couTexit; of the earth's snrfiwe was plainly to be seea Tlie 
sea, instead of being a plane, waa slightly conrez, and the sky, 
instead of resting apon it at the borizon, carved down beyond 
it, as the apper side of a horn corves over the lower, when one 
looks into the mooth. There is none of the many aspects of 
Nature more grand than this, which is so rarely seen, that I 
believe the only person who has ever described it is Hnmboldt, 
who saw it, looking &om the Silla do Caraccas over the Carib- 
bean Bea. It g^ves yon the impression of standing on the edgo 
of the earth, and looking off into space. From the mast-bead, 
the ocean appears either flat or slightly concave, and leronants 
declare that this apparent concavity becmnes more marked, the 
higher th^ ascend. It is only at those rare periods when the 
ur is BO miracnlonsly clear as to prodace the effect of no air — 
rendering impossible the slightest optical illosioa — that our 
eyes can boo things as they really are. So pnre was the atmo- 
aphere today, that, at meridian, the moon, although a thin 
■jcUe, tiuee days distant from the sun, shone perfectly white 
•Bddear. 

As I Itntered In the Alameda, between thick hedges of ever 
Uoondi^ geraninma, clnmpe of heliotrope three feet high, and 
buEnriant masses of ivy, aronnd whose warm flowers the beei 
doftered and hammed, I conld only think of the voyage u a 
UdMM dream. Hie fog and ^oom had been in my own vjm 



;dbvGoo'^lc 



8M THl USDS or THE BIBACEN 

wtd in my awn brain, and now the blessed san, Bhinin^ fbll h 
my bee, awoke me. I am a worshipper of the Sua. I took 
off my bat to him, as I stood there, in a wildemeas of vhit^ 
crimson, and pnrple flowers, and let him blaze away in my Cm« 
for a quarter of an bonr. And as I walked hcHne with my 
back to him, I often turned my face from side to side that I 
might feel his tonch on my cheek. How a man can lire, who 
is sentenced to a year's imprisonment, is more than I can 
anderBtand. 

But an this (yon will say) gives yon no picture of Q-ibra] 
tar. The Bock is so famiUar to all the worid, in prints and 
deecriptionB, that t fin 5 nothing new to say of it, except that 
it is by no means so barren a rock as the island of Halts, 
being dothed, In many places, with beantifdl groves and tha 
greenest tnrf ; besides, I have not yet seen the rock-galleriee, 
having taken passage for Cadiz this afternoon. When I 
ntnm — as I hope to do in twenty days, aft« visiting Seville 
Mtd Granada — t shell procure permission to view all the fertf- 
fidfttfams, sad Ukeiriw to ascend to the summit. 
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HnrlDa*— Mr but Inatiia Is Btrnia. 

" Thi Tilli «f 0»dli Aval lb* ahoi*. 



Of wkkk Fn dnuwd, mna I nw I 



I LER CKlvaltu on the evening of the 6th, In the steamer 
Iberia. He punge to Cadiz waa made in nine boors, and we 
came to anchor in the harbor before day-break. It was • cheer- 
ful plctnre that the tiring snn presented to as. The long white 
front of the tatj, &cing the East, glowed with a bright toey 
lustre, on a ground of the clearest bine. The tongne of land 
on which OatUs stands is low, bnt the honaes are lifted bj the 
aeaTj sea-wall which encompasses them. The main4and COD- 
dsts ot a range of low bnt gracefol hills, while in the sontb> 
eut the mountains of Bonda rise at some distance. I went 
fannedlatetj on shore, where my carpet-bag was seized npoo 
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bj * bqj, with the rich browD complexion of one al 
Unrillo'B beggars, who tradged off with it to the gate 
After some little detention there, I was coadncted to a long, 
deserted, bam-Iifce bailding, where I waited half an hour h^on 
the proper officer came. When the latter had taken his privfttf 
toll of my contraband dgars, the brown Imp conducted me to 
Blanco's English Hotel, a neat and comfortable bonee on the 
Alameda. 

Cadiz is soon seen. Notwithstanding its renerable age of 
three thousand years — having been foonded by Hercnles, who 
fignres on its coat>of-annB — it is pnrely a commercial city, and 
has neither antiquitJee, nor historic associations that interest 
any but Englishmen. It is compactly bnilt, and covers a 
onaUer space than accords with my ideas of its former splen- 
dor. I first walked aronnd the sea-runparts, eiyoying the 
glorioos look-off over the blue waters. The city is almost in- 
sulated, the triple line of fortifications on the land side being 
of but trifling length. A rocky ledge stretches out into the 
sea from the northern point, and at its extremity rises the ma»> 
■ire l^ht-honse tower, 170 feet high. The walls toward the sea 
were covered with companies of idle anglers, fishing with cane 
rods of enormous length. On the open, waste spaces between 
the bastions, boys had spread their limed cords to catch sii^ng 
Urds, with chirping decoys placed here and there in wicker 
cages. Xnmbers of boatmen and peasants, in their brow* 
|acketB, studded with tags and bugles, and those round block 
caps which resemble smashed bandboxes, loitered abont the 
walls or lounged on the grass in the sun. 

Except along the Alameda, which ^nts the bay, the axts- 
rior of the city has an aspect of n^Iect and deKitioB He 
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interior, bovenr, atmies for this in the gay and HtsI; ur of iti 
■tneta, vhicb, tbongh narrow, are regular and channinj^y 
clean. The small plazas ore neatness itself, and one is too coi^ 
tent with this to ask for strildng architectnral effects. The 
bouses are tall and stately, of the most dazzling whiteness, and 
though yon conid point oat no one as a pattern of style, the gene- 
ra, effijct is chaste and hanncniooB. In fact, there are two or 
three streets which yon would abnost pronounce faultless. The 
nnmbers of hanging balconies and of coort-yards paved with mar- 
ble and snrroiuided with elegant corridors, show the inflnenca of 
MocMish taste. There is not a mean-looking house to be seen, 
and I hare no donbt that Cadiz is the best bnilt city of its size 
in the world. It hes, white as new-fallen snow, like a cluster 
(rf ivory palaces, between sea and sky. Blue and silv>^r are iU 
colors, and, as everybody knows, there can be no more charm- 
ing contrast. 

I visited both the old and new cathedrals, neither of which 
id particularly interesting. The latter is nnfioished, and might 
hare been a fine edifice had the labor and money expended on 
its construction been directed by taste. The interior, rich as 
It is in marbles and sculpture, bos a heavy, confused effect. 
The pillars dividing the nave fh>m the side-aisle< .^re enormous 
composite masses, each one consisting of six Corinthian columns, 
stuck around and against a central shaft. More satisfactory 
to me was the Opera-House, which I visited in the erenii^, 
and where the dazzling array of dark-eyed Gaditanaa put a 
tbof to architectural criticism. The women of Cadiz are noted 
for their beanty and their graceful gait. Some of them are 
very beautiful, it is tme ; but beanty is not the role among 
them. Tbrar gait, however, is the most gracefhl poauble 
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tag^naid who nlki the streets of Oadiz would pnt to shams a 

whole MOra of oar mmciug and wriggliag belles. 

Honeat old Blanco prepared me a cnp of chocolate bj amf 
rtoe next morning, and accompanied me down to the qnay , to 
embark tar SeTille. A. fnrions wind was blowing from tha 
■onth-eaat, and the large green waves raced and chased ooe 
another inceesanti; over the sorfoce of the baj. I took ■ 
heavy craft, which the boatmeo poshed along nnder cover of 
the pier, antil thej reached the end, when the sail was dropped 
Id the &ce of the wind, and awa^ we shot into the watny 
tamnlt. The boat rocked and bounced over the e^tated Boi^ 
bee, numing with one gnnwale on the waves, and sheets of 
briny spray broke over me. I felt considerably relieved when 
I reached the deck of the steamer, bat it was then diverdon 
enon^ to watch those who followed. The crowd of boats 
pitching tnmnltnonsly aronnd the steamer. Jostling agunst each 
other, their halls gleaming with wet, as they rose on the beiyl- 
ctdored waves, striped with long, corded lines of wind-blown 
foam, would have made a fine subject for the pendl of Achen- 
bach. 

At last we poshed off, with a crowd of passengers fore and 
aft, and a pyramid of loggage piled aroand the smok^-pipe. 
There was a party of four Englishmen on board, and, on mak- 
ing their acqnaintance, I fonnd one of them to be a friend to 
KHue of my fiiends — Sh- John Potter, the pn^reedve ex- 
Mayor of Manchester. The wind being astern, we ran rapidly 
along the coast, and in two honrs entered the month of tht 
Oaadalqnivlr. [^lis name comes from the Arabic imA 
•Uikcr— literaHy, the Great Tal'ey.] The shores ar« a dead 
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Sat Tlw right bank is a dreary forest of Btnnted pines, abound 
bg with deer and other game ; on the left ia the dila|ndated 
town at San linear, whence Magellan set sail on his first voj- 
tigp aroond the wwld. A mOe farther is Booiuuia, the port 
of Xens, where we touched and took on board a &eah lot of 
paBungers. ^niencefbrth, for CiHir hours, the scener; of the 
Gnadalquirir had a moat diatresung sameness. The banks 
were as flat as a board, with here and there a straggling 
growth at marshjr thickets. Now and then we passed a herds- 
man's hut, but there were uo human beings to be seen, except 
the peaaanta who tended the la^e flocks of sheep and cattle. 
A sort of breakfast was served in the cabin, but so great was 
the number of guests that I bad much difficultj in getting 
suTthing to eat. The wuters were models of calmness aod 
deliberation. 

As we approached Seville, some low hills appeared on the 
left, near the lirer. Dazzling white villages were planted at 
their foot, and all the slopes were covered with olive orchards, 
while the banks of the stream were bordered with silver; birch 
trees. This gave the landscape, in spite of the African 
warmth and Inightness of the day, a gray and almost wintry 
aspect. Soon the graceful Giralda, or fomons Tower of 
Seville, arose in the distance ; but, ih>m the windings of the 
rivar, wa were half an hour in reaching the landing-place. 
One sees nothing at the far-famed beauty of Seville, on 
approaching it. The boat stops below the Alameda, where 
tbe pasaengers ore received by Onstom-Honse officers, who, in 
my case, did not verify the stories told of them in Oodis. I 
gave my carpet-bag to a boy, who conducted me along the hot 
and duHty banks to the bridge over the Qnadalquivir, where 
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be tnnied into the citj. On passing the gato, two loaf»-6b 
guards stopped mj baggage, QotwithBtaading it had alreadj 
been ezamiued. " What I" said I, " do yoa examiiie twice on 
eoteriDg Seyille V " Yea," answered one ; " twice, and eve* 
three times ;" but added in a lower tone, "it depends entirelj 
on yonrself," With that be slipped behind me, and let (me 
hand fall beside my pocket. The transfer of a small coin was 
dexteroasly made, and I passed on without farther stoppage 
to the Fonda de Madrid. 

Sir John Potter engaged Antonio Ballli, the noted guide of 
Seville, who professes to hare been the cicerone of sU distin 
gtdsbed traTelters, from Lord Byron and Washington Irriag 
down to Owen Jones, and I readily accepted his invitation to 
join the party. Bailli is recommended by Ford as " fat and 
good-humored." Fat he certainly is, and very good-hnmored 
when speaking of himself, but be has been rather spoiled 
by popularity, and is mnch too profuse in his critical remarks 
on art and architecture. Kevertheless, as my stay in Seville 
Is limited, I have derived no slight advantage &om his ser- 
vices. 

On the first morning I took an early stroll throogh the 
streets. The houses are glaringly white, like those of Cadiz, 
but are smaller and have not the same stately exteriors. The 
windows are protected by iron gratings, of florid patterns, 
and, as many of these are painted green, the general effect is 
pleasing. Almost every door opens opon a patio, or court 
yard, paved with black and white marble and adorned with 
flowers and fountains. Many of these remain from the time of 
the Moors, and are still snrronnded by the delicate arches and 
briUiant tile-Work of that period. The populace in the streeb 
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an entinilj Spanub — the Jaunty wujo in his queer black cap. 
Bash, and embroidered jacket, and the nat-brown, dark-eyed 
damsel, Bwimming along in her mantills, and armed with the 
imoBtible fan. 

We vent first to the Cathedra, built on the site of the 
great moeqae of Aboo TooBsnf Yakonb. The tall Giralda 
bet^oned to os over the tops of the intervening bnildings, and 
flnail/ a torn in the street brongbt ns to the ancient Moorish 
gateway on the northern side. This is an admirable specimen of 
the horseshoe arch, and is covered with elaborate tracery. It 
originally opened into the conrt, or haTtun, of the moeqne, 
which still remuns, and is shaded by a grove of orange trees. 
The Giralda, to my eye, ie a more perfect tower than the Cam- 
panile of Florence, or that of San Marco, at Yenice, which is 
evidently an idea borrowed from it. The Moorish strnctnre, 
with a base of fifty feet sqnare, mes to the height of two hun- 
dred and fifty feet. It is of a light pink color, and the sides, 
which are broken here and there by ezqniaitely proportioned 
double Saracenic arches, are covered from top to bottom with 
arsbesqne trat^ery, cut in strong relief. Upon this tower, a 
^>anish architect has placed a tapering spire, one handred feet 
high, which fortnnatel; harmonizes with the general design, 
and ^ves the crowning grace to the work. 

The Cathedral of Seville may rank as one of the grandest 
Gothic piles in Europe. The nave lacks but five feet of being 
as high as that of St Peter's, while the length and breadth of 
the edifice are on a commensurate scale. The ninety-tlinM 
drindowB of stoned glass fill the interior with a soft and richly- 
tinted %ht, mellower and more gentle than the sombre twi 
Bgnt of the Gothic CathedMl^^ p^^jy^^r^^a wealth 
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tiriihod m the tmaller chapels and Bluioefl is prodi^ooa, saC 
the liif^ alt»r, incloud within a gilded railing fifty feet fai^ ii 
probabl; the moBt enonnonB mass of woodrcarriug in ezistenos. 
The Cathedral, in &ct, is encumbered with its richesL Wliib 
thej bewilder joa as monmnents of bomon labor aod patience, 
they detract from the grand sunplidtj of the building. Th« 
great naye, on each aide of the transept, is quite blocked np, so 
that the choir and magnificent royal chapel behind it have 
almost the effect of detached edifices. 

We returned again this morning, remaning two hoars, and 
■ncceeded in making a thoroogh survey, inclnding a number of 
trashy pictures and barbaronsly rich shrines. Mnrillo's 
" Goardian Angel" and the " Yision of St. Antonio " are the 
only gems. The treaenry contuns a nnmber of sacred vessela 
of silver, gold and jewels — among other things, the keys of 
Moorish Seville, a cross made of the first gold bronght firora 
tiie Xew-World by Golnmbos, and another from that robbed 
In Mexico by Cortez. The Cathedral won my admiration 
more and more. The placing of the nnmerons windows, and 
their rich coloring, produce the most glorious effects of light in 
the lofty aisles, and one ia constantly finding new vistas, new 
combinations of pillar, arch and shrine. The building is in 
itself a treasury of the grandest Gothic pictures. 

From the Cathedral we went to the Alcazar (.£t£ur), m 
I ilftf e of the Moorish Eings. We entered by a long passage, 
with round arches on either side, resting on twin pillars, placed 
at right angles to the line of the arch, as one sees both ia 
Saracenic and Byzantine strnctnres. Finally, old Bailli 
brought us into a dull, deserted conrt-yard, where we w»a 
nrpriBed by the sight of an entire Moorish &9ade, with iti 
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pointed arches, its prcjectin^ roof, its rich scnlptored (auiDenta 
Kad Its illammations of red, blae, green and gold. It has beea 
latelj restored, and now riraU in freshnees and brilliancy any 
of the rich hooBea of Damaecus. A doorway, entirely too low 
and mean for the splendor of the walls above it, admitted ns into 
the first court. Od each ude of the passage are the rooms of 
the goard and the Moorish nobles. Within, all is pure 
Baracenic, and absolatety perfect in its grace and richness. It 
is the realization of an Oriental dream ; it is the poetry and 
faunry of the East in tangible forme. Where so much depends 
on the proportioii and harmony of the different ports — on those 
owrespondences, the onion of which creates that nameless soul 
of the work, which cannot be expressed in words — ^it is useless 
to describe detculs. From first to last — the chambers of state ; 
the finnged arches ; the open tracery, light and frail as the 
frost^stars crystallized on a window-pane ; the courts, fit to be 
reetdbnles to Paradise ; the audience-hall, with its wondroos 
SGolptiires, its colmnns and pavement of marble, and its gilded 
dome ; the garden, gorgeous with its palm, banana, and 
orange>trees — all were m perfect keeping, all jewels of equal 
lostre, forming a diadem which still lends a royal dignity to the 
phantom of Uoorish power. 

We then passed into the gardens lud oat by the Spanish 
ffiouarchs — trim, mathematical designs, in box and myrtle, 
with concealed fouutams sprin^g up everywhere unawares 
in the midst of the psven walks ; yet still made beantifol 
bj the roaes and jesaamineB that hung in rank dontera over th( 
marble balnstrades, and by the clamps of tall orange trees, 
bending to earth nnder the weight of their fruitage. Wc 
i visited Pilate's House, as it is called— a 6ne Span 
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iib-Moresco palace, now belonging to the Duke of JbdhM 
Cnli. It is very rich and cl^ant, bnt stands in the BsnM 
idatton to the Alcazar as a good copy dcee to the original 
picture. The grand staircase, nevertheless, is a marvel of tile 
work, unlike asTthing else in Seville, and ezhibitA a genins id 
the invention of elaborate ornamental patterns, which is trol; 
ffonderfhl. A number of workmen were bnsj in restoring the 
palace, to fit it for the residence of the yoong Dnke. The 
Moorish acnlptnres are reproduced in plaster, which, at least, 
has a better effect than the fotal whitewash under which the 
original tints of the Alcazar are hidden. In the courts stand a 
number of Roman basts — Spanish antiquities, and therefore 
not of great merit — singalarly out of place in niches sor- 
rounded by Arabic devices and seDtences from the Eoran. 

This morning, I climbed the Qiralda. The sun had jost 
risen, and the day was fresh and crystal-dear. A little door 
in the Oathedral, near the foot of the tower, stood (q>en, and I 
entered. A rather slovenly Serillana had jost completed her 
toilet, bat two children were still in andress. However, she 
opened a door in the tower, and I went np without hindrance. 
The ascent is by easy romps, and I walked four hundred yards, 
or nearly a quarter of a mile, before reaching the top of the 
Moorish part. The panoramic view was superb. To the east 
and west, the Great Yalley made a lerel hue on a faiHlistanL 
horizon. There were ranges of hills in the north and south, 
and those rising near the city, clothed in a gray mantle of olive- 
trees, were picturesquely crowned with villages. The Quodat- 
qnivir, winding in the most sinnons mazes, had no longer a 
torbid hue; he reflected the blue morning sky, and gleamed 
brii^tly between bis border; of birch and willow SeviDc 
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qmrkled white and &ir nnder my feet, her painted towers and 
tiled domes rising thickly oat of the masa of hnildings. The 
lerel son threw shadows into the nomberless coorts, permitting 
the mixture of Spanish and Moorish architecture to be plainly 
diacenied, even at that height. A thin golden rapor softenei) 
the featares of the landscape, towards the snn, whUe, on the 
(qiposite Bide, every object stood ont in the sharpest an<> 
clearest ontlines. 

On our waj to the Mnsto, BaiUi took oe to the honse of a 
Mend of his, in order that we might taste retd Manzanilla 
wine. This is a pale, straw-colored vintage, produced in the 
vaQe; of the Quadalqoivir. It is flavored with camomile 
UosKHns, and is said to be a fine tonic for weak stomachs 
Tbe master then produced a dark-red wine, which he declared 
to be thirty years old. It was almost a syrnp in consistence, 
and tasted more of sarsapariUa than grapes. None of as 
rdished it, except Bailli, who was so inspired by the draught, 
that he sang us two Moorish songs and an Andalueian catch, 
fhli of fan and drollery. 

The Hos^O contains a great amount of bad pictures, but it 
also contiuns twenty-three of Mnrillo's works, many of them 
of bis beat period. To those who have only seen his tender, 
t[nritual "Conceptions" and "Assumptions," his "Vision of 
St. Francis" in this gallery reveals a mastery of the higher 
walks of his art, which they wonld not have anticipated. Bnt 
Lt is in hii " Ohernbs" and his " Infant Christs" that he excels. 
No cme ever painted infantile grace and beauty with so true a 
pendL There is bnt one Yelasqnez in the collection, and the 
Daly thing that interested me, in two halls filled with rnbt^sh, 
WM ft ''Conception'' by Mnrillo's mulatto pupil, taSA by ioim 
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to liare beoi Ui Miwn. Althongli on imitation of the great 
manter, it li a plctnn ot much sweetness and beoa^. Then 
tt no other vmk of the artist in existenco, and this, as tha 
onlj prodnction of the kind b^ a painter of mixed A&icaa 
blood, ought to helong to the Republic of Liberia. 

Among the other gneats at the Fonda de Madrid is Mr. 
Thomas Hohbonse, brother of Byron's friend. We had a 
pleasant partj in the Coart this evening, listening to bUad 
P6p6, who sang to his gnitar a medley of merry AndalnsiBii 
refhuns. Singing made the old man conrageona, and, at tha 
dose, he gare ns the radical song of Spain, which is now 
strictly prohibited. The air is charmu^, bnt too gay ; one 
would sooner dance than fight to its measnres. It doet taH 
bring the hand to tliG sword, like the prions 1 

Adioi, beantiftil Seville 1 
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OHAFTEB XXXIT. 

IT IX A BFAKIBH DILlaXH3l. 



OkiMiu, Jfj—iftir 14, UM. 

It ii sn niTiabla Benution to feel for the first time that jaa 
tn In Oruadft. No omonnt of travelling can weaken th« 
romantie interest wMcb cSnga abont this storied place, or take 
vnj aught ftvm the fireshnesa of that emotion with which jmi 
firat behold It I rit ahnost at the foot of the Alhambra, 
whoM walls I can see from my window, quite satisfied for to- 
day with being here. It has been riuning since I arrived, the 
Ihnnder is crashing overhead, and the moontiuns are oov»ed 
with donda; so I am kept in-doors, with the luxury of knowing 
tiiat aD tiie wonders of the place are within my reach. And 
now let me b^nile the dull weattter by giving yon a sketch of 
mj jonrney from Serflle hither. 

l%ere are three lines of stages from Seville to Madrid, and 
dtcir oompetitioQ has rednced the fare to $1 2, which, for a ride 
ot 850 miles, is remarkably cheap. The trip is nsoally made 
In three days and a half. A branch line from Baylen — near^ 
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half-way — strikes sonthward to Qranoda, and as (here is ac 
oompetition on this part of the road, I was charged $15 for ■ 
through seat in the eoupi. On acconnt of the lateaeas of the 
Mason, and the limited time at mj command, this was prefer 
able to taking horses and riding acroee the conntry f^m 
Seville to Cordova. Accordingly, at an early honr oa 
Thnreday morning last, famished with a travelling tit^et 
inscribed : " Don Yaltar de Talor (myself 1), I took leave of 
my English friends at the Fonda de \Eadrid, got into as 
hnmense, Inmberii^ yellow vehicle, drawn by ten molee, and 
started, tmsting to my good lock and bad Spamsh to get safelj 
tbroogb. The commencement, however, was nnpropitiODs, and 
very often a stumble at starting makes the whole jonmey limp. 
The near mnle in the foremost span was a horse, ridden by onr 
postillion, and nothing conld prevent that horse bom darting 
into all sorts of streets and alleys where we had no demre to 
go. As all mntes have implicit faith in horses, of coarse th« 
rest (rf the anunals followed. We were half an honr in getting 
out of Seville, and when at last we reached the open road and 
dashed off at foil gallop, one of the moles in the traces fell and 
was dragged in the dnst some twenty or thirty yards before 
we oonld stop. My companions in the conp6 were a yoong 
Spanish ofBcer and his pretty Andalnaian bride, who was mak- 
ing her flrat jonmey from home, and after these nusn^w waa 
in a state of constant fear and anxiety. 

Ibt first stage across the valley of the Onadalqnivir took 
ns to the town of Alcaic, which lies in the lap of the hilli 
ftbove the beantifnl little river Gnadaira. It is a pictoreaqnt 
q>ot ; the naked cliffs overhanging the stream have the rich, 
nd hoe of cinnabar, and the bees and shmbbtry in thi 
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, and on the hiil^sides are ready gronped to thi 
utist's hand. The town is called Mcaik de loe Paitadoreii 
(<^ the Baken) from its handreda of flonr mills and balco- 
orens, which supply Seville with those white, Gne, delidoui 
tirists, of which Spain may be justly prond. They should 
have been Bent to the Exhibition last year, with the Toledo 
Idades and the wooden mosaics. We left the place and its 
mealy-headed popolation, and torned eastward into wide, roll- 
ing tracts, scattered here and there with gnarled oUve trees. 
The soil was loose and sandy, and hedges of aloes lined the 
road. The country is thinly populated, and very little rf it 
under cnltivation. 

About noon we reached Carmona, which was founded by 
the Romans, as, indee<I, were nearly all the towns of Southern 
Spain. It occupies the crest and northern slope of a high 
hill, whereon the ancient Moorish castle still stands. The 
Alcazar, or palace, and the Moorish walls also remain, 
though in a very ruinous condition. Here we stopped to 
dinner, for the " Nneva Peninsular," in which I was embarked*, 
has its hotels all along the roote, like that of Zurutnza, in 
Mexico. We were conducted into a small room adjoining the 
stables, and adorned with colored prints illustrating the 
history of Don John of Austria. The table-cloths, plates and 
other appendages were of very ordinary quality, but indispu- 
tably clean ; we seated ourselves, and presently the dinner 
appeared, f^t, a vermicelli ^laff, which I found palatable, 
then the national oUa, a dish of enormous yellow pea^ 
■prinkled with bits of bacon and flaroied witb oU ; then three 
soccesaive courses of chicken, boiled, stewed and roasted, but 
to erary case done to rags, and without a pwticle of the origi 
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iwl flavor. This was the usual style of onr meals on the rokd, 
whether breokfiut, dinner or si^er, except that kid wai 
■ometimes subatdtated for fowl, and that the oil eiaployed, 
being more or less randd, gave different flaron to the 
dishes. A coarse of melons, grapes or pomegranates wound 
Dp the repast, the price of which varied from ten to twelve 
reals — a real being aboat a half-dime. In Seville, at the 
Fonda de Madrid, the cooking is really excellent; bnt forthM 
In the interior, jnd^ng from what I have heard, it is even 
wwse than I have described. 

Oontinning our journey, we passed around the sonthern 
Iwow of the hill, under the Moorish battlements. Here a 
■operb view opened to the south and east over the wide Yega 
of Oarmona, as far as the mountain chun wliich separates it 
from the plain of Clranada. The city has for a coat of arms a 
■Over star in an azure field, with the pompous motto : " As 
Ludfer shines in the morning, bo shbes Cumonn in And»- 
Ineia." If it shines at all, it is becanse it is a city set npon a 
hOl ; for that is the only splendor I could find aboat the place. 
fRie Vega of Garmona is partially cultivated, and now wears a 
sombre blown hne, from its tracts of ploughed land. 

Cultivation soon ceased, howeTer, and we entered on a , 
delitta, a bonndlese pliun of waste land, covered with ihicketii 
of palmettos. Flocks of goats and sheep, gnarded by shep> 
herds in brown clo^s, wandered here and there, and except 
their huts and an isolated honse, with its groap of palm-tnes, 
there was no sign of habitation. The road was a deep, red 
sand, and onr mules toiled along slowly and p^nfhUy, vrjpaA 
by the tnceasant cries of the moi/eral, or condoctor, and his 
■W20. As the mayoral'g nhip could only reach the nooBd 
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^NUi, the boflliieM ot the Iatt«r wu to Jiunp down erery tec 
mfamtw, run obetd and belabor the BankB of the foremoet 
mnlei, nttering at the lame time a series of sharp howls, whidi 
seemed to strike the poor beuts with quite as much Beveiitjr 
as hia whip. I defy ereo a Spanish ear to distinguish the 
Import of these cries, and the great wonder was how thej 
conld an come out of one small throat. When it came to a 
bard pnll, the; oracked and exploded like rcllejs of musketry, 
and flew like hail-iitones abont tbe ears of the maehoi (be- 
mnlea). The postOlion, having only the care of the foremost 
span, is a sileat man, bnt be has contracted a habit of sleeping 
in the saddle, which I mention for the benefit of timid 
travellers, as it adds to the interest of a. joarnej bj nigfat. 

The donds which had been gathering all iaj, now settled 
down upon the plain, and night came on with a dntl rain. At 
eight o'clock we reached the City of Ecija, where we had two 
hoars' halt and snpper. It was so dark and ninj that I 
saw nothing, not eren the clasmc Xenil, the river of Granada, 
which flows throngh the dty on its way to the Gnadalqnivir. 
The night wore slowly away, and while the nozo drowsed on 
his post, I cangbt snatches of sleep between his cries. As the 
landscape began to grow distinct Id the gray, clondy dawn, we 
saw Man ns Cordova, with the dark range of the Sierra Mo- 
rena rising behind it. This city, once the glory of Moorish 
Spidn, the capital of the great Abd-er-Babman, containing, 
when in its prime, a million of inhabitants, is now a melancholy 
wreck. It has not a shadow of the art, science, and taste 
wUdi then distingmsbed it, and the only interest it now pot- 
MHW is ftom these associations, and the desp^led remaant of 
tts renowned Moeqoe. 
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We croned the Guadatqiiivir on a fine bridf^ bDQt fia 
Boman fonndatjons, and drove slowly down the one long, 
rough, crooked street The diligence stops toe an hour, to 
allow pasaengers to breakfast, bat mj first thought wao for the 
Gathedral-moaqae, la Mezquita, as it is still called. " It is 
ctoBed," said the ra^ed crowd that coDgregated aboat ns ; 
"70a cannot get in tmtil eight o'clock." Bat I remembered 
that a silver key will open anything in Spain, and taking a 
mozo as a guide we hurried off as fast as the rough pavements 
would permit. We had to retrace the whole length of the city, 
but on reaching the Cathedral, found it open. The exterior is 
low, and quite pl^n, though of great extent. A Moorish gate- 
way admitted me into the original conrt-yard, or Aaram, of the 
mosque, which is planted with orange trees and contains the 
fountain, for the ablutions of Moslem worshippers, in the centre. 
The area of the Moeque proper, ezclosive of the court-yard, ui 
about 400 by 350 feet. It was built on the plan of the great 
Mosque of Damascus, about the end of the eighth century. 
Fhe materials — including twelve haudred colmuus of marble, 
jasper and porphyry, from the mina of Carthage, and the 
temples of Asia Minor — belonged to a Christian basilica, of 
the (Jothic domination, which was built upon the foundations 
3f a Boman temple of Janus ; so that the three great creeds 
of the world have here at different times bad their seat The 
Moors considered this mosque as second in holiness to the 
Kaaba of Mecca, and made pilgrimages to it from all parts nf 
Moslem Spain and Barbary. Even now, although shorn of 
much of its glory, it surpasses any Oriental moeque into wfalcb 
I have penetrated, except St. Sophia, which is a ChriatlM 
tdUce. 
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AD the uiueteeD origiQal cntiances — beautifal hone^liM 
arcbeB — are cloeed, except the central one. I entered bjr a low 
door, in one corner of the corridor. A wilderness of colnmni 
connected bf donble arches (one springiog above the other, 
frith an opening between), spread their dnskj aisles before me 
in the meaning twilight. The eight hnndred and fifty shafts 
of this marble forest formed labyrinths and mazes, which at 
that early hoar appeared boundless, for their long vistas disap- 
peared in the shadows. Lamps were barning before distant 
tbrinee, and a few worahiopeTB were kneeling sUently here and 
there. The sound of my own footsteps, as I wandered throngh 
the ranks of pillars, waa all that I heard. In the centre of 
the wood (for snch it seemed) rises the chmr, a gandy and 
tasteless excrescence added by the Christians. Even Charles 
v., who laid a merciless hand on the Alhambra, reproved the 
Bishop of Cordova for this barbarons and onneceesary dia- 
figorement. 

The saeristan lighted lamps in order to show me the Moorish 
eb^>els. Nothing bnt the predoas materials of which these 
flxqninte strnctores are composed could have saved them from 
the holy hands of the Inquisition, which intentionally destroyed 
all the Bomaa antiquities of Cordova, Here the Imged 
arches, the lace-like filigrees, the wreathed inscriptions, and the 
domes of pendent stalactites which enchant too in the Alcazar 
of Seville, are repeated, not in stucco, bat in purest marble, 
wlifle the entrance to the " holy of holies " is probably the most 
glorions inece of mosaic in the world. The pavement of the 
Intorior is deeply worn by the knees of Jic Moslem pilgrims, 
who oompaased it seven times, kneeling, as they now do in the 
Eaaba. at Mecca. The sides are embroidered with sentenoei 
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from tbe Eonn, in Cnfic characters, and the roof is in the 
bnn of a flated shell, of a single piece of pore white ooarble, 
fifteen feet in diameter. The roof of the veaUbnle is a w(»- 
derfol piece of workmanship, formed of pointed arches, wreathed 
und twined throagh each other, like basket-work. No peoplt 
ever wronght poetry into stone so perfectly as the Sarac«n& 
In looking on these predona relics of an elegant and refined 
race, I cannot help feeling a strong regret that their kingdom 
ever passed into other hands. 

LeaTuig OordoTa, onr road followed the Gnadalqainr, ahing 
the foot of the Sierra Morena, which rose dark and stem, a 
barrier to the central tablfr-Iands of La Mancha. At Alcolea, 
we crossed the river on a noble bridge of black marble, ont of 
all keeping with the miserable road. It rained incessant] j, 
and the scenery through which we passed had a wild and 
gloomy character. The only tree to be seen was the olive, 
which covered the hills far and near, the profosion of its fruit 
showing the natural richness of the soil. This part of the 
road is sometimes infestfid with robbers, and once, when I saw 
two individnals waiting for ns in a lonely defile, with gnn-bar 
rels throfit ont from under their black cloaks, I anticipated a 
recarrence of a former unpleasant experience. Bat they proved 
to be m^nbers of the gnardta eMl, and therefcve oar i^o- 
tecton. 

The ruts and qnagmires, made by the nun, retarded onr pr» 
gresB, and it was dark when we reached Andijar, Ibnrteei 
leagues from Cordova. To Baylen, where I was to qnit the 
diligence, and take another coming down from Madrid to 
Qranada, waa finir leagaefl Ihrther We Journeyed on in the 
dtA, in a pouring rain, np and down hiD tor mob hoon 
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vhen kll «t once the cries of the mozo ceased, and the diligenw 
Mune to a dead stop. There vas some talk between odt con- 
dootOTB, and then the mayoral opened the door and invit«d na 
to get out. The poBlillioa had fallen asleep, and the mules bad 
taken ns into a vrang road. An attempt was made to tnm 
the dOigenct, bnt fiuled, leaving It standing pinmp against a 
Ug^ bulk of mad. We stood, meanwhile, BhiTering in the 
eold and wet, and the &ir Andalnsian shed abundance of tears. 
Fortnnately, Bayleu was close at hand, and, after stHne delay, 
two men oame with lanterns and escorted as to the gotada, ot 
inn, where we arnTsd at midnight. The diligence from Madrid, 
which was dne six boors before, had not made its appearance, 
and we passed the rest of the night in a cold room, fasting, 
for the meal was only to be served when the other passengers 
came. At day-break, finally, a single dish of oily meat was 
Tonchs^ed to ns, and, as it was now certain that some acci- 
dent had happened, the passengers to Madrid requested the 
Mmwittrntivr to send them on in an extra conTeyaoce. This 
he refbsed, and they began to talk aboat getting np a pronnn 
damento, when a messenger arrived with the news that the 
diligence had broken down at midnight, abont two lei^es off. 
Tools were thereupon dispatched, nine honn after the accident 
happened, and we might hope to be released from oar imprison- 
BWnt in fonr or five more. 

Baylen is a wretched place, celebrated for having the first 
pihii-tree which those see who come from Madrid, and for the 
fietofy gained by CaataSos over the French forces nnder 
INipont, which occasioned the flight of Joseph Bnonaparte 
fenm Madrid, and the temporary liberation of Spain frwn the 
Vnoch yoke. Caetafios, who rec^ved the title of Dake df 
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Bft7leii, and is compared by the Sp.iQiacda to Wollington, ffied 
ibont three moathB ago. The battle-field I passed in the 
night ; the palm-tree I found, bnt it ie now a mere Btnnqi, 
the leaves hsTing been stripped off to protect the honsea of 
the inhabitants from %htuing. Our posada had one of theig 
hoDg at the window. At last, the diligence came, and at three 
P.M., when I onght to have been in eight of Granada, I left the 
forlorn walls of Bajlen. My fellow^>as8eDgers were a j'onng 
sprig of the Spanish notnlitj and three chnbbj-faced nans. 

The rest of the Joamey that afternoon was through a wide, 
hilly region, entirely bare of trees and habitations, and bnt 
partially cnltjrated. There was something snblime in its very 
nakedness and lonelbess, and I felt attracted to it aa I do 
towards the Desert. In foot, although I have seen little fine 
scenery since tearing Seville, hare had the wt^st of weather, 
ud no very pleasant trarelling experiences, the coontry has 
exercised a bsisnatioD over me, which I do not quite -onder- 
ttand. I find myself constantly on the point of making a tow 
to retoro again. Mach to my regret, night set in \)«ton we 
reached Jaen, the capital of the Moorish kingdom of that 
name. We halted for a short time io the large plasca of th( 
town, where the dash of fonntains mingled with the soond of 
the nin, and the black. Jagged ontline (^ a monntaiD OTer- 
hanging the place was visible through the storm. 

AD night we jonmeyed on throogh tbe mountains, some- 
times splashing through BwoUeo streams, sometimes coming 
almost to a halt in beds of deep mnd. When this morning 
dawned, we were ascending through wild, stony hills, over- 
grown with ahrubbory, and the driver said we were six leognef 
Iran Granada. Still on, through a lonely country, with now 
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and tlien ft large vMa, or conotry inn, by the road-dde, and 
ftbont nine o'clock, u the sky becBme more clear, I saw in 
[hint of ns, high ap nivder the cloads, the snow-fields of the 
Sierra Nevada. An honr afterwards ve were ritUng between 
gardens, vineyards, and olive orchards, with the munificent 
Vega of Qranada etretcIuDg far away on the right, and the 
Vermilion Towera of tha Alhiunbra crowning the heights 
befonoi. 
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LaBDuniT on raddng here, I wss set npon bj an <M 
gentlemsQ wlio vaated to act aa guide, bat the moEo of 
the hotel put Into jdj hand a card inscribed "Don Mateo 
XimeneE, Guide to the celebrated Washington Irring," and I 
diamiBBed the other applicant. The next morning, as the ibobo 
bronght me my chocolate, he said ; " Befior, ri dim ia waiting 
tar joa." The "little one" tnmed oat to be the b<» (^ old 
Hateo, "honeet Mateo," who still lives up in the Alhambr^ 
but is now rather too old to continae his bnunesB, except oi 
giMt occasions I accepted the young Mateo, who qioke wiA 
the greatest eothasiasm of Mr. Irving, avowing that the whok 
bnllj wu devoted to him, in life and death. It waa itil 
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mining fbrioosl^, and the golden Duro, which nwn fn 
front of the hotel, was a Rwollen brown flood. I ioaft 
wonder tlut he sometiines threatens, as the old couplet aajs, 
to bonrt np the Zacatin, and bear it down to his bride, the 
XeniL 

Towarda noon, the clonds broke awaj a little, and we sallied 
onL ^snng tiirongh tlie gate and aqnare of Tlvarrambla 
(maj not this name come from the Arabic bob et-ramt, the 
" gate fd tbe sand T"), we aoon reached the GaUiedral, This 
maadTe itractu:«, which makes a good feature in the distant 
Tiew of Ctranada, Is not at all Impomng, near at hand. The 
Interimr is a mixture of Gothic and Boman, glaring with white- 
waih, and broken, like that of Seville, by a wooden chirir and 
two grand organs, blocking np the nave. Some of the side 
ehapels, nerertheless, are splendid masses of earring and Rid- 
ing. In one of them, there are two full-length portraits <A 
Ferdinand and Isabella, anpposed to be by Alonzo Cano. tha 
Cathedral contaiuB some other good pictures by the same 
masta, but all its former treasures were carried off bj the 



We next went to the Picture Gallery, wMch is In the Fran- 
dscan Oonvent There are two small Murillos, much damaged, 
■ome tolerable Alonzo Ounos, a few common-place pictures 
by Juan de Sevilla, and a hundred or more by snthors whose 
luunefl I did not inquire, foe a more bideoos collection of trash 
Derer met my eye. One of them representA a miracle per> 
formed by two stunts, who cut off the diseaeed leg of a oA. 
white man, and replace it by the sound leg of a dead negro^ 
whose body is seen lying beside the bed. Judging from the 
^Mstiy f^ of the patient, the operation is rather pdofbL 
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thongh the story goes that tlie black 1% grew fast, and Uh 
mail recoTend. The pictnre at least Qlaatrates the absence ot 
" prejudice of color" among the Saints. 

We went into the adjoining Chnrcb of Santo Domingo, 
which haa HeTeral itsrj rich ahriDes of marble toA gold. A 
sort of priestly aacriatan opened the Charch of the Madonni 
del Boaario — a gLttering miztnre of marble, gold, and looking 
glaases, which haa rather a rich effect. The beautiful yellow 
and red reined marbles are from the Sierra Nerada!, The 
sacred Madonna— a big doll with staring ^es and pink cheeki 
—has a dress of cdlTer, shaped like an eztingaiaher, and 
encnuted with rabies and other precioDs stones. The attei 
absence of taate in most Catholic shrines is an eztraordlnaiy 
thing. It seems remarkable that a Church which has produced 
so many gloriooa artista should so constantly and grossly vio- 
late the simpleBt rules of art. The only shrine which I hare 
Been, which was in keeping with the object adored, is that of 
the Virgin, at Nazareth, where there is neither jncture nor 
Imi^, but only vases of fragrant flowers, and perfnmed oil in 
golden lampB, burning before a tablet of spotless marble. 

Among the decorations of the chapel, there are a host of 
cherubs frescoed on the ceilmg, and one of them is represented 
in the act of firing off a blunderbass. " Is it true that the 
angels carry blnoderbnEsesf I asked the priest. He ehragged 
his shoulders with a aort of half-smile, and said nothing. In 
the Cathedral, on the plinths of the columns in the ontei 
wsles, are several notices to the effect that " whoever speaks 
to women, either in the nave or the aisles, thereby puts Mm- 
■elf In danger of excommunication." I could not help laugh 
liig, as I read this monkish and yet most wimonk-like statute 
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'*Oli,'' said Uateo, " all that vas in tho AxepaHe timM It ii 

Mt BO DOW." 

A ielnge of rain pnt a stop to my sight-aeeiag until tlie next 
fflotniag, when I set oat with Mateo to risit the Rojrat Ghspel. 
A murder had been committed in the night, near the entrance 
of the Zacatin, and the paving-stones were still red with the 
blood of the Tictim. Afwrudon of some sort was going on in 
the Chape], and we went into the sacristy to wait. The priests 
and choristers were there, changing their robes ; they saluted 
me good-hnmoredly, though there was an expression in their 
Eacea that plainly said : " a heretic I" When the eerrice was 
Goncladed, I went into the chapel and examined the high altar, 
with ita mde woodn^trvings, representing the sarrender of 
Oranada. The portraits of Ferdinand and Isabella, Cardinal 
Ximenez, Gonzalro of Cordova, and Kmg Boabdil, are very 
enrions. Another tablet represents the baptism of the con- 
quered Moora. 

In the centre of the chapel stand the monnments erected to 
FertUnand and Isabella, and their successors Philip I., and 
Uaria, by Charles T. They are tall catafolqnes of white 
marble, saperbly sculptured, with the full length effigies of the 
monarchs npon them. The figures are admirable ; that ctf 
Isabella, especially, tbongb the features are settled in the 
repose of death, expresses all the grand and noble traits which 
oelonged to her character. The sacristan removed the mat- 
ting from a part of the floor, disclosing an iron grating undei^ 
Death. A damp, monldly smell, significant of death and 
decay, came up through the opening. He lighted two long 
waxen tapers, lifted the grating, and I followed hun down th4 
WROw steps into the vaalt where lie the colBns of the Catho 
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He SorerdgDi. Ihej were bronght here from the Alhsmbn, 
In 15S6. Tba leaden sarcophagi, containing the bodieB ct 
Ferdinaud and Isabella, lie, side bj side, on etone slabs ; and 
as I stood between the two, resting a hand oc each, the sacri» 
tan placed the tapers in apertures in the stone, at the bead 
and foot. Tbej sleep, as thej wished, in their belored Gra- 
UEtda, and no profane hand has ever disturbed the repose of 
their ashes. 

After risitliig the Ohnrch «tf San Jeronuno, founded by Qe» 
ealTO of Oordora, I went to the adjoining Chorch and Hospl 
tal of San Jnan de Sios. A fat priest, washing Iiis hands in 
the sacristy, aent a boj to show me the Chapel of Sao Juan, 
and the relics. The remauis of the Saint rest in a silTer chest, 
standing in tiie centre of a richly-adorned chapel. Among 
the relics is a thorn from the crown of Christ, which, as any 
botanist may see, most haye grown on a di^rent plant from 
the other thorn they show at Seville ; and neither kind 
is foond in Palestine. The trne $pma cArM, the nebbnk, has 
very small thorns; but nothing coold be more cnel, as I 
foond when ridii^ through patches of it near Jericho. He 
boy also showed me a tooth of San Lorenzo, a crooked brows 
biaupit, from which I should infer that the sunt was rather an 
ill-favored man. The gilded chapel of San Jnan is in singular 
contrast with one of the garments which he wore when living 
—« cowl of plaited reeds, looking like an old fish basket — 
which is kept in a glass case. His portrut is also to be seen ■ 
a mild and beaatifal face, tmly that of one who went aboat 
d<^ good. He was a sort of Spanish John Howard, and 
Jewrved canonization, if anybody ever did. 

I ascended the street of the Darro to the Albaydn, wUoti 
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we euteed bjr «w tt the ondent gatM. This snboib b itiD 
rarroonded bj the mginal brtjfications, and undermined ligr 
the capacioDs cietenu of the Moors. It looks down on Qn> 
nada ; and from the cnunbling parapets there ore superb riewi 
over the dtj, the V^a, and its inclosing monntains. Tha 
Alhambra rose opposite, agtunst the dark-red and purple bat^- 
groond of the Sierra Nevada, and a canopy of heavy rain- 
doods rested on all the hdghts. A fitfal gleam of Bnnshmt 
now and then broke throngh and wandered over the plain, 
tonching np white towers and olive groves and reaches of the 
windings Xenil, with a brilliancy which snggested the sp1end<ff 
(rf the whole picture, if once thus restored to its proper light 
I conld see Santa F6 in the distance, toward Loxa ; nearer, 
and more eastward, the Sierra de Elvira, of a deep violet 
ctdor, with the woods of the Soto de Roma, the Dnke of Wel- 
lington's estate, at its base ; and beyond it the Mountain of 
Farapanda, the weathei^^uage of Granada, still covered with 
ctonds. There is an old Qranodian proverb which says ; — 
"When Farapanda wears his bonnet, it will rain whether God 
wills it or no," From the chapel of San Miguel, above the 
Albaydn, there is a very striking view of the deep goi^ of 
the Darro, at one's feet, with the gardens and white walls <A 
the Qeneralife rising beyond, and the Silla dd Moro and the 
Mountdn of the Snn towering above it. The long, irregular 
lines of the Alhambra, with the huge red towers ridng here and 
Utere, remmded me somewhat of a distant view of Kamak ; 
ud, like Kamak, the Alhambra Is plctareeqne baa whatever 
point it is viewed. 

We descended throngh wastes of cactns to the Duio^ b 
riun turbid stream a group of men were washbig fbr gold. 1 
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WBitdied (me of them, u be twirled his bowl in preoBelj 
tbe Cftlifbniia style, but got nothing for his pains. Hatec 
uja that thej often make a dollar a daj, each. Passing nndn 
the Tower of Comares and along the battlements of tiw 
AUuunbra, we climbed up to the Generalife. This diarmii^ 
Tilla is still in good preserration, thongh its exquisite flligrca 
and s(aoll-work hare been greatly iiyored by whitewasL 
The el^^t colonnades sorronnd gardens rich in roses, 
myrtles and cypresses, and the fonntoins that lolled the Moor 
Ish Kings in their snmmer idleness still pour their fertilizing 
streams. In one of the rooms is a small and bad portr^t gal- 
lery, containing a sopposed portrait of BoabdiL It is a mild, 
amiable face, bat wholly lacks strength of character. 

Tfr^ay I devoted to the AlhAmbra. The storm, which, as 
the people say, has not been equalled for several years, showed 
no s^;nB of breaking np, and in the midst of a driring shower 
I ascended to the Termilion Towers, which are sopposed to 
be of Fhcenician origin. They stand on the extremity of a 
long, narrow ledge, which stretches out like an arm from the 
hill of the Alhambra. The jxueo lies between, and is shaded 
by beantifal elms, which the Moors planted. 

I entered the Alhambra by the Gate of Jnstice, wMdi is a 
fine specimen of Moorish architecture, though of common red 
brick and mortar. It is singular what a grace the horseshoe 
arch ^Tes to the moat heavy and himbering mass of masonry. 
The round arches of the Christian edifices of Granada seem 
tame and inelegant, in comparison. Over the arch of the ves- 
tibule of this gate is the colossal hand, and over the inner 
entraoce the key, celebrated in the tales of WasUngton Irving 
■ad the superstitions of the people. I first ascended tin Torre 
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d« k Tela, where the Christian flag was first planted on tbe 
U otjmmij, 1492. The view of the Yega and City of Or* 
DBdA was OTen grander than from the Albaycin. Parapanda 
waa etiU bonneted in clonde, but patches of bine sky began U 
npai abore the moantains of Loxa. A little boy accompanied 
ns, to gee that I did not poll the bell, the sonnd of which 
woold can tc^tber aO the troops in the city. While we 
stood there, the funeral procession of the man murdered two 
nights before came np the street of Gomerez, and passed 
around the hill under the Termilion Towers. 

I made the circuit of the walls before entering the Palace 
In the Place of the Cisterns, I stopped to take a drink of the 
Gool water of the Darro, which is brought thither by subterra 
nean channels from the hills. Then, passing the OBtentatious 
pile commenced by Charles T., but which was never finished, 
and nerer wiU be, nor ought to be, we walked along the 
southern ramparts to the Tower of the Seven Floors, amid the 
rains of which I discerned the top of the arch by which the 
unfortunate BoabdS quitted Oranada, and which was thence- 
forth closed for ever. In the Tower of the Infantas, a number 
of w<ffkmen were bnsy restoring the interior, which has beer 
eruelly damaged. The brilliant azvlejo, or tile-work, the deli- 
cate arches and filigree scnlptnre of the walls, still attest its 
former elegance, and give some color to the tradition that it 
»M tbt rendence of the Moorish Princesses. 

As we passed through the little village which s^ uists 
■mrag the mins of the fortress, Mateo invited me to step in 
■ad see his &Uier, the genuine " honest Mateo," imjnortalieed 
b the " Tales of the AUuunbra." The old man has taken vf 
Ibt trade at silk-weaving, and had a number of ^j^eelm/ 
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ribbon <m bis loom. He is more thao sixty years <dd Mid 
DOW quite gray-headed, but tuu tbe same simple mamiera, the 
same honest (isce that attracted his temporary master. He 
spoke with great enthusiasm of Mr. Irving, and brought oat 
from a place of safety the "Alhambra" and the "Glironiclea 
of the Conqaest," wliich he has carefully preserved. He then 
produced an Andaladan sash, the work of his own handi^ 
which he insisted on binding around my w^t, to see how it 
would look. I most nezt take off my coat and hat, and pat on 
his Sunday jacket and jaunty sombrero. "Por Dint !" he 
azclumed: "qve Inun mozol SeQor, you are a le^timate 
AmlolasiBn 1" After this, of course, I could do no lees than 
buy the sash. "You must show it to Washington Irving,'' 
Mid he, " and tell him it was made by Mateo's own hands ;" 
which I promised. I must then go into the kitchen, and eat a 
pom^ranate from his garden — a glorious pomegranate, with 
kernels of crimson, and so full of blood that yon conld not 
tonoh them but it trickled tfarongh your fingers. El Marques, 
ft sprightly dog, and a great slate-coiored cat, took possesaiOB 
of my l^S, and be^ed for a share of every moathfol I took, 
while old Mateo sat beside me, r^oldng in the flavor of a 
Oibraltar dgar which I gave him. Bat my time was precious, 
and so I let the " Son of the Alhambra " go ba<^ to his loom, 
and set out for the Palace of the Moorish Kings. 

This palace is so hidden behind the ambiUons shell of that 
of Charles T. that I was at a loss where it could be. I 
thooght I bad compassed the hill, and yet had seen no indica- 
tions of the renowned magnificence cf the Alhambra. Bat a 
little door in a blank wall ushered me into a true Mowisk 
Malm, the Ooort of the Fishpond, or of the Myrtles, aa It li 
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I caned. Uere I saw again the slender i»Dan, tin 
tHoged ftod embroidered arches, and Che perforated, lac»Vk( 
tracery of the biij corridors. Here, hedges of roses and mjr 
ties still bloomed around the ancient tank, wherein inndreda Ot 
gold-fish disported. The noises d the hill do not penetratfl 
liere, and the solitary porter who admitted me went bacfa 
to Iiis post, and snffered me to wander at will through the 
enchanted halls. 

I passed oot of this court by an opposite door, and saw, 
throngh the vistas of marble pillars and the wonderful iiet- 
work which seems a thing of air rather than of earth, the 
Fountain of the Liona, Thence I entered in snccession the 
Hall of the Abencerrages, the Hall of the Two Sisters, the 
vpartments of the Snltanas, the Moaqne, and the Hall of the 
Ambaasadora. These places — all that is left of the renowned 
palace — are now well kept, and carefully guarded. Restora- 
tions are going on, here and there, and the place is Bcmpii> 
loosly watched, that no fbreign Tandal may farther injore 
what the natire Goths have done their best to destroy. The 
mbbish has been cleared away ; the rents in the walls hare 
been filled np, and, for the first time since it passed into 
Spanish hands, there seems a hope that the Alhambra will be 
allowed to stand. What has been already destroyed we can 
only partially conjecture ; but no one sees what remuns with- 
out completing the picture In his own imf^nation, and placing 
it among the most perfect and marvellous creations of human 
(Renins. 

Nothing can exceed the richness of invention wMch, is this 
mieB of halls, corridors, and courts, never repeats the same orn&- 
mcota. but, from the Amplest primitive forms and colors, i»odacea 
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ft thoosand combinations, not one of which U m discord with Uk 
gnnd design. It is useless to attempt a detailed description of 
thiB arcbitectore ; and it is so onlike anything else in the world, 
that, like Earnak and Baalbec, those only know the Alhambn 
who Bee it. When yon can weave stone, and hang joor haOi 
with marble tapestry, yon may riral it. It is nothing to me 
that these ornaments are stncco ; to scnlptnre them in marble 
ia only the work of the hands. Their great excellence is in the 
deugn, which, like all great things, soggeste even more than it 
girea. If I conld create all that the Conrt of Lions suggested 
to me for its tMunpletion, it wonid folfil the dream of King 
Sheddad, and surpass the palaces of the Moslem Paradise. 

The parilions of the Court of Lions, and the balls which 
ofoa into it, on either side, approach the nearest to their origi- 
nal perfection. The floors are marble, the wainscoting oi 
piuntod tiles, the walls of embroidery, still gleaming with the 
softened Instre of their oiiginal tints, and the I<rfty conical 
domes seem to be huge sparry crystalizations, hong with drop- 
pli^ stalactites, rather than any work of the bumaa hand. 
Each of these domes is composed of five tbonsand s^tarate 
pieces, and the pendent prismatic blocks, colored and ^ded, 
gradually resolve themselves, as yon gaze, into the most intri- 
cate and elegant designs. But yon mnst study long ere yon 
have w(m all the secret of their beanty. To comprehend them, 
one should spend a whole day, lying on his back, under each 
one. Mateo spread his cloak for me m the fountain in the 
Hall of the Abencerrages, over the blood-stains made by the 
decapitation of those gallant chiefs, and I lay half an hotn 
looking npward : and this is what I made out of the doma 
fma its centra pinnacle hnng the chalice of a flower wHk 
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temiberj petals, like the " crape myrtle " of our Soothem States 
Oatdde (f tliU, branched downward the eight raya of a large 
■tar, whose points toached the base of the dome ; yet the star 
was itself composed of flowers, while between its rays and 
anmnd its points fell a shower of blossoms, shells, and span;* 
drops. From the base of the dome hnng a gorgeous pattern 
of lace, with a fringe of bibles, projecting into eight points so 
B8 to form a star <^ drapery, hanging from the points of the 
flowery star in the dome. The spaces between the angles were 
filled with masses of stalactites, dropping one below the other, 
till they tapered into the plain square sides of the hall. 

In the Hall of the Two Sisters, I lay likewise for ft cod- 
dderaUe time, reeolnng its misty glories into sh^M. The 
dome was still more saggestive of flowers. The highest and 
central piece was a deep trumpet-flower, whose month was 
cleft into eight petals. It hong in the centre of a aaperb 
lotus-cap, the leaves of which were exquisitely veined and 
chased. Still further below swung a mnas of mimosa blossoms, 
intermixed with pods and lance-like leaves, and aronnd the 
base of the dome opened the bells of sixteen gorgeous tulips. 
These pictures may not be very intelligible, bat I know not 
how else to paint the effect of this ftary architecture. 

In Granada, as in Seville and Cordova, one's sympathies are 
wholly with the Moors. The few mutilated traces which still 
rniuuD <tf their power, taste, and refinement, surpass any of the 
monuments erected by the race which conquered them. The 
Hooiish Dynasty in Spsjn was truly, as Irving obserrea, a 
^tleadid exotic, doomed never to take a lasting root in the mH 
It UBS choked to death by the native weeds ; and, in plooe of 
•an^ richly cnltivatnd and teeming with plenty, wr now have 
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bBTTen sod almost depopulated vastee — in place of ednatkML, 
iadoMtrj, and the cnltiration of the arts and aciencm, •■ 
enslaTod, ignwaat and degenerate race. Ajidalosia woold bi 
br more prosperooB at this daj, bad ehe remuned in Moaleii 
hands. Trne, she vonld not have recmred that Futh which 
is jet destined to be the redemption of the world, but the doc- 
trines of Mahomet are more acceptable to God, and more 
beneficial to Man than those of that Inqniaition, which, in 
Spain alone, has shed ten times as mach Ghriatiaii blood as all 
the Moslem races together for the last six ceutnries. It is not 
from a mere romantic interest that I lament the fate of Boab- 
dU, and the extinction of his dynasty. Had he been a king 
worthy to reign in those wonderfnl halls, he never would have 
left (hem. Had he perished there, fighting to the lost, he 
would hare been freed from forty years of weary exile and an 
obscnre death. Well did Oharles T. observe, when speaking 
at him : " Bettn a tomb in the Alhamhra than a palaca ia the 
A^q^ias 1" 
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Thi clouds broke away before I had been two hours in the 
Alhambra, and the sunshine fell broad and warm into ita 
coortB. Thej must be roofM with blue skj, in order to gire 
the fan impression of their brightness and beaatj. Mateo 
procured me a bottle of vitw ranao, and we drank it together 
in the Court of Lions. Six hours had passed awaj before I 
knew it, and I relnctaatlj prepared to leave. The clonds by 
this time had disappeared ; the Vega slept in brilliaat Buosbiae, 
and the peaks of the Sierra Nevada shone white and cold 
against the sky. 

On reaching the hotel, I fonnd a little man, nicknamed 
Napoleon, awaiting me. He waa deairoos to furnish me with 
horses, and, baring a prophetic knowledge of the weather, 
promised me a bright sky as far as Qibrsltar. " I fonush aX 
the seBors," said he ; "they know me, and never complun of 
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me or my hones ;" bat, bj waj of secnrity, on makiDg tlie bar 
gun, I threatened to pat np a card in the hotel at Gibraltar, 
■raniiiig all traTellera a^inst him, in case I was not satisfied. 
Uf contract was for two horses and a gnide, who were to be 
reodj at Bnnrifle the next morning. Xapoleon waft as good as 
bis word ; and before I had finished an early cnp of chocolate, 
there was a little black Andalasian stallion awaiting me. The 
alforjas, ta saddle-bags, of the guide were strengthened b7 
stock of cold prOTisions, the leathern bota hanging beside it 
was filled with ripe Granada wine ; and now behold me ambling 
over the Vega, accootred m a gay Andalnsion jacket, a sasb 
woven by Mateo Ximenes, and one of those bandbozy som- 
breros, which I at first tboaght so nngaioly, bat now consider 
qaite pictareaqne and elegant. 
Hy gnide, a short bat sinewy and well-knit son of the moniv 
. tains, named Joad Garcia, set off at a canter down the banks 
of the Darro. " Don't ride so fast P cried Napoleon, who 
watched onr setting oat, from the door of the fonda ; bat 
3oB& was already out of hearing. This gnide is a companion 
to my liking. Althongh he is only twenty-seven, he has been 
for a nnmber of years a eorreo, or mail-rider, and a guide for 
travelling parties. His olive compleziOD is made still darker 
by e^Kienre to the snn and wind, and bis coal-black eyes shine 
with Soatbem beat and fire. He has one of those rare mouths 
wbicb are bom with a broad smile in each corner, and which 
seem to laugh even in the nudst of grief. We had not been 
Iwo honre together, before I knew bis history from banning 
to end. He had already been married eight years, and hii 
only trouble was a debt of twenty-four dollars, which the illnesi 
of his wife had caused faim. This morey was owing to tbi 
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pawnbroker, who kept his best clothes iq pledge nntil he could 
pay it. " Sefior," e^d he, " if I had ten milliDn dollars, I 
would raUier i^ve them all awaj' than hare a nek wife." He 
had a brother in Puerto Principe, Caba, who sent orer money 
eno^h to pay the rent of the house, bat he found that child 
ren were a great expense. " It is ntost astonishing," he said, 
" how much children can eat From morning till night, the 
bread is never out of their months." 

Jos6 has recently been travelling with some Spaniards, one 
of whom mode him pay two dollars for an umbrella which was 
lost on the road. This nmbrella is a thorn in liis side. At 
every renta where we atop, the story is repeated, and he is not 
sparing of his maledictions. The ghost of that nmbrella is 
continually raised, and it will be a long time before be can shut 
it. " One reason why I like to travel with foreign Sefiors," 
raid he t» roe, " is, that when I lose anything, they never make 
me pay for it." " For all that," I answered, " take care yon 
dont lose my nmbrella : it cost three dollars." Since then, 
nothing can exceed Josh's attention to that article. He is at 
his wit's end how to secure it best. It appears sometimes 
before, sometimes behind him, lashed to the saddle with innn- 
merable coids ; now he sticks it into the alfoija, now carries 
it In his hand, and I verily believe that he sleeps with it in his 
arms. Every evening, as he tells his story to the mnleteera, 
around the kitchen fire, he always winds np by triumphantly 
appealing to me with : " Well, Sefior, hare I lost yowr nmbrella 
yetr 

Onr bargain la that I shall feed him on the way, and as we 
travel in the primitive style of the conntry, we always sit down 
together to the same t^b. To his snperrision, the oUa is 
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oftn Indebted for an additional flavor, and do " thorough-bred ' 
gentleman could behave at table with more et^e and propriety. 
He ii aa moderate aa a Bedouin in hig wants, and never tonchei 
the burning aguardiente which the muleteers are accnsttxned 
to drink. I asked him the reason of this. " I drink wine 
SeBor," be replied, " becanse that, jon know, is like meat and 
bread ; bnt I have made a vow never to drink aguardiente 
again. Two of us got drnnk on it, four or five years ago, in 
Granada, and we quarrelled. My comrade drew his knife and 
stabbed me here, in the left shoulder. I was farioas and cut 
him acroas the breast. We both went to the hospital — I for 
three months and he for six — and he died in a few days after 
getting out. It cost my poor father many a thousand reals ; 
and when I was able to go to work, I vowed before the Tir^ 
that I wonid never touch aguardiente agiun." 

For the first leagne, our road lay over the rich Tega of 
Granada, but gradually became wilder and more waste. Pass- 
ing the long, desert ridge, known as the " Last Sigh of the 
Moor," we struck across a region of low hills. The road was 
very deep, from the recent rains, and studded, at short inter' 
vals, by rude crosses, erected to persons who had been mnr* 
dered. Jos6 took a grim delight in givii^ me the history d 
each. Beyond the village of Lam&la, which lies with its salt- 
pans in a basio of the hills, we ascended the mountain ridge 
which forms the sonthern boundary of the Y^a. Granada, 
nearly twenty miles distant, was still visible. The Alhambra 
was dwindled to a speck, and I took my last view of it and the 
magnificent landscape which lies spread out before it. The 
Kerra Nevada, rising to the height of 18,0D0 feet above tbi 
aea, was perfectly free from clouds, and the whole range wai 
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visible at one glance. All its chasms were Giled with anow 
■sd for nearly half-way down its aides there was not a speck 
itf any other color. Its sunmiitB were ahuost wholly devoid 
of shadow, and their notched and jagged oatlines rested 
flatly against the sky, like ivory inlaid on a table of lapis- 

From these waste hills, we descended into the valley of 
Oada, whose poplar-fringed river had been so swollen by the 
rune that the torrta from Mal^a had only succeeded in pasS' 
ing it that morning. We forded it withont accident, ani^ 
crossing a loftier and bleaker range, came down into the valley 
of the Marchan. High on a cliff over the stream stood 
Alhama, my resting-place for the night. The natural warm 
baths, on accoont of which this spot was so beloved by the 
Moors, are still resorted to in the summer. They lie in the 
bosom of a deep and rugged gorge, half a mile further down 
the river. The town occupies the crest of a narrow promon- 
tory, bounded, on all sides bnt one, by tremendous precipices. 
It is one of. the most picturesque spots imaginable, and 
reminded me — to continue the comparison between Syria and 
Andalusia, which I find so striking— of the gorge of the Ba^ 
rada, near Damascus. Alhama is now a poor, insignificant 
town, only visited by artists and muleteers. The population 
wear long brown cloaks and slouched hats, like the natives of 
La Maiicha. 

I fbund tolerable quarters in a house on the plaza, and took 
tiM remaining hoor of dayUgbt to view the town. The people 
looked at me with cnrioeity, and some boys, walking on the 
•dge of the iajo, or predpice, threw over stones that I mi^ 
jee how deep it was. The rock, in some places, quite ovar 
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hung th« led of the Marchan, wliich balf-^irdles its base. Tbt 
oloae Bcn. iuj to which I was anbjected hj the crowd in Hkt 
plasa called to mind all I had heard of Spanish spiea aud rob 
bers. At the venta, I was well treated, bnt received aach an 
exorbitant bill in the moroing that I was readj to exdoitn, 
with King Boabdil, " Woe is me, Alhama V On comparing 
notes with Joh6, I foond that he had been obliged to pay, in 
addition, for what he receiTed — a discorei; which so exaspe- 
rated that worthy that he folded his hands, bowed his head, 
made three kisses io the air, and cried oat : " I swear befon 
the Virgin that I will nerer again take a traTeller to that 
Inn." 

We left Albania an hoar before daybreak, tat we had ■ 
rough jonmey of more than for^ miles before as. ^Hie bridlo 
path was barely visible in the darkness, bnt we continaed 
ascending to a height of probably 5,000 feet above the sea, 
and thns met the Bunrise half-way. Crossing the Bano of Ace 
faraya, we reached a tremendous natural portal in the nwnn 
tains, ^m whence, as from a door, we looked down on all the 
Gomitry lying between ns and the sea. The valley of the 
River Yelez, winding amoag the hills, pointed oat the coarse 
(tf onrroad. On the left towered over na the barren %erra 
Ttyeda, an isolated group of peaks, abont 8,000 feet In height. 
For miles, the road was a rocky ladder, which we Bcrambled 
down on foot, leading oar horses. The vegetation grodnally 
became of a warmer and mors Inxaiiant cast ; the sonthem 
•lopet were planted with the vine that produces the fomoof 
Malaga raisins, and the orange groves in the ennny depths of 
the vaUeys were as yellow as antnmnal beeches, with thdi 
aooRDOiH loads of fruit. As the bells el Y^lcs Malaga wen 
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ringing noon, we emerged from the moantaina, near the month 
of the ri¥er, and rode into the town to breakfast. 

We baited at a qneer old Iqd, more like a Tarkish khan 
tbati a Christian bostleiy. It was kept by a fat landlady, who 
made ns an olla of kid and garlic, wiiich, with some coarm 
bread and the red Malaga wine, eoon took off the sharp ed^ 
tit our monotain appetites. While I was washing mj handt 
at a well in the coort-jard, the mezo noticed the pi^rim-seal 
of JeroBalem, which is stamped iadelibly on my left arm. Hii 
admiration and reverence were so great that he called the fa 
landlady, who, on learning that it had been made in JeniRalem, 
and that I bad visited the Holy Sepalchre, summoned her chil- 
dren to see it. " Here, my children I" she said ; " i^oss yoar' 
selTea, kneel down, and kiss this holy seal ; for, as long as you 
live, yon may never see the like of it again." Thos I, a Pro- 
testant heretic, became a Catholic shrine. Tbi children knelt 
and kissed my arm with touching sunplicity ; and the seal will 
henceforth be more sacred to me than erer. 

The remaining twenty miles <a more of the road to Malaga 
follow the line of the coast, passing headlands crowned by the 
atalatfoi, w watch-towers, of the Moors. It is a new road, and 
practicable for carriage, bo that, for Spain, it may be con- 
sidered an important achievement The late rains hare, how- 
ever, dready nndermined it in a nnmber of places. Here, aa 
among the moantaina, we met crowds of mnleteers, all of whom 
greeted me with: "Vaya tuUd am Diet, aUtaittrof" — ("Hay 
yon go with God, cavalier 1") By this time, all my forgotten 
Spanish had come back again, and a little experience of the 
^mpln ways of the people made me quite at home among them. 
In almost every instance, I was treated precisely aa a Spaniard 
19 
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woold bxn been, and less uinajed by the cariosity cf Uk 
■atiTOs than I hare been in Qennany, and eren America. 

We were still two leagnes from Malaga, at annset. The 
fishermen along the coast were banliog in their nets, and we 
soon began to orertake companies of them, cariTing tbeir fish 
to the city on dcnkeys. One stont, straitplng fellow, with 
flesh as hard and yellow as a sturgeon's, was seated sidewayf 
on a Tery small donkey, between two immeuse panniers of fish. 
As he trotted before as, shouting, and slapping the flankx of 
the stnrdy little beast, Jos6 and I began to langh, whereupon 
the fellow broke oat into the following monologue, addressed 
to the donkey : " Who lai^hs at this burrico ? Who says he's 
not fine gold from head to foot ? What is it that he can't do t 
If there was a moontain erer so high, he would gallop over it. 
If there was a rirer ever so deep, he would swim through it 
If he could bat speuk, I might send him to market alone with 
the fish, and not a eiavo of the money would he spend on the 
way home. Who Bays he can't go as far as that limpng 
horee f Arrrre, bnrrico I puilate — ar-r-r-r-r-&« 1" 

We reached Malaga, at last, our horses sorely fagged. At 
the Fonda de la Alameda, a new and very elegant hotel, I 
found a bath and a good dinner, both welcome things to a tired 
traveller. The winter of Malaga is like spring in other lands 
and on that account it is much visited by inralids, especially 
Glnglish. It ifl a lively commercial town of about 80,000 
inhabitants, and, if the present schmne of railroad commaoica- 
tion with Madrid is carried oat, most contiaae to increase in 
site and importance. A number of manofactoriDg establishments 
hare lately been started, and in thia department it bids fair to 
rival Barcelona. The harlxir is small, bat good, and the 
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cotiatTj aFonDd rich La all the prodactions of temp«»te an^ 
eren tropical climatea. The city conttdns little to iaterest tha 
toarist. I Tisited the Cathedral, an immenae anfiniBhed mass, 
witboat a particle of architectnral taste ontwardly, though the 
interior has a fine effect from its large dimenaionB. 

At DOOQ to-day, we were agoia in the saddle, and took the 
road to the BathH of Caratraca. The tall i^ictory chimneys of 
Malaga, Tomitiag forth streams of black smoke, marred the 
serenity of the sky ; but the distant riew of the city is very 
fine. The broad Yega, watered by the Gnadayorce, is rich and 
well cultivated, and now rqoices in the verdare of spring. 
The meadows are clothed with fresh grass, bnttoismpe and 
daises are in blossom, and larks sing in the olive-trees. Now 
and then, we passed a c<ua dd eawpo, with ita front half baried 
Id orange-trees, over which towered two or three sentinel 
palms. After two leagaea o* this delightful travel, the conn- 
try became more hilly, ana the groups of mountains which 
inclosed us assumed the most picturesque and enchanting 
forms. The soft haze in which the distant peaks were bathed, 
the lovely violet shadows filling up their chasms and gorges, 
and the fresh meadows, vineyuds, and olive groves below, 
made the landscape one of Hie most beantifbl I have seen in 
SpauL 

As we were trotting along through the palmetto thickets, 
Joae asked me if I should not like to hear an Andalusiau story. 
"Xothing would please me better," I replied. "lUde doss 
beside me, then," said he, " that yon may nnderstand every 
word of it." I complied, and be gave me the following, j>)st 
as I repeat it : " There was once a very rich man, who had 
thoQsands vtt cattle in the Sierra Nevada, and hnndreds of 
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hoasea Id the citj. WeH : thia man pnt a piste, witb hu Mm 
«i it, OD the door oT the great hoase in which he Bred, aaS 
the name wu this : Don Pedio, without Fear and withoat 
C&re. Xow, when the King was nuUdDg his poMio, he hap- 
pened to ride by this hooae in his carriage, and saw the plata 
OQ the door. 'Read me the name <m that plate I* said he to 
his officer. Then the officer read the name : Don Pedro, with- 
out Fear and without Care. ' I will see whether Don Pedni 
is withoat Fear and without Care,' said the King. The next 
daj came a meaaenger to the hosse, and, when he saw Don 
Pedro, said he to him ; ' Don Pedro, without Fear and without 
Care, the King wants 700 I' ' What does the King want with 
me r taii Don Pedro. ' He emia 70a four qneations which 
fOD mnst answer within fonr daja, or he will liare jou shot ; 
Eind the qnestions are : — How can the Sierra Nevada be cleared 
af snow I How can the sea be made smaller? How many 
arrobas does the moon weigh ? And : How man; leagues 
from here to the Land of Heavenly Olory V Then Don Pedro 
withont Fear and withont Oare b^an to sweat from fright, 
and knew not what he should do. He called some of his anie- 
roB and loaded twenty moles with money, and went up into the 
Siena If^evada, where his herdsm^j tended bis flocks ; for, aa 
I said, lie had many thousand cattle. ' Qod keep yon, my 
mastei I' said the chief herdsman, who was young, and fru«t 
moxo, and had as good a head as ever was set on two shonlden. 
'Awia, homhrtP said Don Pedro, ' I am a dead man ;' and sc fae 
VM the herdsman all that the King bad said. ' Oh, is that 
■nr sud the knowing mozo. 'I can get yon out of th* 
tcniM. I<et me go and answer the qnestionH in yoor name, mj 
mutw V ' A\i, you fool 1 what can you do V nud Dob pgdn 
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without Fesr tmd without Care, throwiog liimself upon th« 
Mith, Mill ready to die> 

" Bat, QOTerthelew, the herdsman dressed himself up u ■ 
eaiaUtTo, went down to the city, and, on the fourth d&y, pr^ 
lentcd himself at the King's palace. ' What do yon want t 
Raid the officers. ' I am Don Pedro without Fear and withonl 
Care, come to answer the qnestions which the King sent to me, 
' Well,' said the King, when he was brought before him, 'let 
me bear your answers, or I will bare yon shot this day.' 
' Tour Majesty,' said the herdsman, ' I think I can do it. If 
yon » ere to set a million of children to playing among the 
snow of the Sierra ffevada, they would soon clear it all away ; 
and li yon were to dig a ditch as wide and as deep as all 
Spain, yon would make the sea that much Bmaller.' ' Bat,' 
said the King, ' that makes only two qnestions ; there are two 
more yet.' ' I think I can answer those, also,' aoid the herds- 
man : ' the moon contains fonr qnarters, and therefore weighs 
imly one arroba ; and as for the last qaestion, it is not eren i 
■ingle league to the Land of Heavenly Glory — for, if y^mr 
Miyesty were to die after breakfast, yon would get there betwe 
you bad an appetite for dinner.' ' Well done I' said the King ; 
and be then made him Count, and Marqnez, and I don't know 
how many other titles. In the meantune, Don Pedro without 
Fear and witbont Care bad died of bis h%bt ; and, as he left 
no family, the herdsman took possession of all his estates, and, 
ontti the day of big death, was called Don Pedro witbont Feoi 
ud witbont Care " 

I write, sitting by the grated window of this lonely hm, 
looking out on the meadows of the Gnadatjorce. The chain 
a moantuns which riscB to the west of Malaga is purpled b; 
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(be light of the Mtting sim, and the honses and Caatle of Csi 
tama hang on ita aide, in foil view. Further to the right, I ew. 
the smoke of Mouda, where one of the greatest battles of anti- 
qaity vas fooght — that which overthrew the sous of Fompey, 
and gave the Roman Empire to Cnear. The moio of tht 
venta is boij, preparing my Idd and rice^ and Job& is at hit 
elbow, gently suggesting ingredients which may give the dish 
S richer flavor. The landscape is soflcned by the hnsh of 
coming evening ; a ftw birds are still twittering among tha 
boshes, and the half-moon grows whiter and clearer in mid< 
heaven. Hie people about me are hnmble, but appear hcneat 
and peacefdl, and nothing indicates that I am in the wild Str- 
raitw de Arnda, the cosntiy of robben, contrabsiidiitaa, utd 
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I PASSED an uncomfortable night at the Tenta de Tillalon, 
Ijiiig upon a bag etnffed with equal qaantilies at wool and 
fleas. Starting before dawn, we followed a path which led 
into the monntains, where herdsmen and boys were taking oot 
their shef^ and goats to psetnre ; then it descended into the 
falley of a stream, bordered with rich boitom-landa. I never 
saw the orange in a more flonrishing state. We passed several 
orchards of trees thirtj feet high, and every bongh and twig 
so completer laden with frait, that the folii^ was hardly to 
be seen. 

At the Ywta del Vicario, we found a nnmber of soldiers 
Jut setting ont for Bonda. They appeared to be escorting a 
eouToy of goods, for there were twenty or thirty laden mnlei 
gathered at the door. We now ascended a most difScolt and 
•tony path, winding through blenk wastes of gray rock, till w« 
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reached a lofty pass in the mooiitaiD range. The wlod swept 
throagh the narrow gateway with a force that almost unhoraed 
OB. From the other aide, a snblime bat most desolate land- 
■cape opened to mj view. Opposite, at ten miles' distance, 
rose a loft; ridge of naked rock, orerhnng with cloads. Tbe 
coontry between was a chaotic jamble of atony hills, separated 
bj deep chasms, with jost a green patch here and there, to 
show that it was not entirely forsaken by man. NeTerthelesa, 
as we descended into it, we fonnd Talleya with vineyards aad 
olive groves, which were invisible from above. As we were both 
getting hungry, Jos6 sb^ped at a Tentorillo and ordered two 
enps of wine, for which he insisted on paying. " If I had as 
many horses as my master, Napoleon," said he, "I would 
regale the Sefiors whenever I travelled with them. I would 
have puTvt, and sweetmeats, with plenty of Malaga or Talde 
pefias In the bota, and they should never complun of their 
bre." Part of onr road was studded with gray cork-trees, at 
a distance hardly to be distinguished from olives, and Jos4 di»- 
mounted to gather the mast, which was as sweet and palatable 
H Ghestnnta, with very little of the bitter qnerdne flavor. At 
eleven o'clock, we reached El Bnrgo, so called, probably, from 
Its ancient Moorish fortress. It is a poor, starved vilkge, 
built on a barren bill, over a stream which is still spaooed 
by a lofty Moorish bridge of a single arch. 

The remaining three leagnes to Ronda were exceediu^y 
rough and difficult Climbing a barren ascent of newly a 
leagne in length, we reached the Fuerto dd VxeiUo, or Gate of 
the Wind, throagh which drove snob a corrent that we were 
obdged todismonnt ; and even then it required all my strength 
to move against it The peaks aronnd, far and near, faced 
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with predpitoas dif&, wore the most savage and feibtdAig 
Mpect : in fact, tlua region is almost a counterpart of the 
wilderness lying between Jerosalem and the Dead Sea. Yetj 
soon, we touched the skirt of a cloud, and were enTel<^)ed ic 
massefl of chill, whirling vapor, through which we travelled fot 
three or four miles to a similar gate on the western side of tha 
chfun. Descending again, we emerged into a clearer atmo- 
■phere, and aaw below ns a wide extent of monntaiu conntry, 
but of a more fertile and cheerful character. Olive orchardi 
and wheat-flelds now appeared ; and, at four o'clock, we rode 
Into the streets of Bonda. 

No town can surpass this in the grandanr and pictoresque- 
Dua of its position It ia built on the edge of a broad shelf 
<o{ the monntains, which (alls away in a sheer precipice c^ fhm 
ffix to eight hundred feet in height, and, firom the windows of 
many of the houses 70U can look down the dizzy abyss. Hill 
shelf, ^un, is divided in the centre by a tremendoos chasm, 
three hnudred feet wide, and from fonr to six hundred feet in 
depth, in the bed of which roars the Onadalvin, boiling in foao^ 
hig whirlpools or leaping in sparkliig cascades, till it reaches the 
valley below. The town lies on both udes of the chasm, which 
is spanned by a stone bridge of a single arch, with abutmeuta 
nearly fonr hundred feet in hdght. The view of this wonder- 
ful cleft, either from above or below, is one of the finest of its 
kind in the world. Bonda is as far superior to Tivoli, as TivoL 
]b to a Dutch village, on the dead levels of Holland. The 
panorama which it commands is on the grandest scale. The 
valley below ia a garden of fruit and vines ; bold yet .nltivated 
UIIb succeed, and in the distance rise the lofty sununHa ot 
another chain oi the Serrania de Rouda. Were these subliiiw 
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I'Mb, tbew eharming cascsdes of the QnadelTm, and this duipg 
bridge, in Italy Instead of in Spain, thef wonld be sketched 
«nd painted erery day in the year ; but I have yet to knov 
yhere a good picture of Bonda may be foand 

In the bottom of the chasm are a number of conHnills as 
old u the time of the Moors. The water, gashing ont trom 
the arches of one, drives the wheel of that beIow,'Bo that a 
single race supplies them all. I descended by a rery steep Bg 
lag path nearly to the bottom. On a little point or promon- 
tory orerbanging the black depths, there ia a Moorish gateway 
■tni standing. The sunset threw a lovely glow orer the brown 
cliflb and the airy town abore ; bat they were far grander when 
the cascades glittered in the moonlight, and the golf oai at 
which they leap was lost in profoond shadow. The window 
of my bed-room hung over the chasm. 

Ronda was wrapped in fbg, when Jos6 awoke me on th« 
iMrning of the 29d. As we had bnt about tventy-tbv miles to 
ride that day, we did not leave until snnriBe. We rode acrosa 
the bridge, throogh the old town and down the hill, passing 
the triple lines of the Moorish walls by the original gateways. 
The road, stony and mgged beyond measure, now took to the 
monntaios. From the opposite height, there was a fine view 
of the town, perched like an eagle's nest on the verge of its 
tremendous cliflb ; but a curtain of run soon fell beftev it, and 
the dense dark clonds settled around us, and filled up the 
gorges on either hand. Honr after hour, we toiled along the 
slippery paths, scaling the high ridges by rocky ladders, ap 
which our horses climbed with the greatest difficulty. As 
sesnery, whenever I could obtain a miaty glimpse of iX, wu 
saUime. Lofty monutain ridges rose on either hand ; bkak,. 
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jftgged aimimitB of naked rock pierced the cloadB, and tihe de^ 
AoKTOs which separated them sank far below ns, durk and 
Indistinct through the rain. BometimeB I canght sight of i 
little hamlet, hapging on some almost inaccesBible ledge, tha 
home of the lairless, semi-Moorish moontaiLeers who inhabit 
ctus wild region. The faces of those we met exhibited marked 
traces ot their Moaleni ancestry, especially in the almond- 
■haped eje and the doskj olire complexion. Their dialect 
ret^ns manjr Oriental fomiB of expresnon, and I was not • 
little surprised at finding the Arabic " dwa " (yes) in general 
nse, instead (^ the Spanish "ri." 

Aboot eleren o'clock, we reached the rnde Tillage cS Ata- 
Jate, where we procured a rety good breaJcfast of kid, eggs, 
and white Ronda wine. The wind and rain increased, bat I 
had no thne to lose, as every hour swelled the moantwn floods 
and made the Jonmey more difficolt. This lUs^t Is in the 
worst repnt« of any in Spain ; tt is a rery nest of robbers and 
contrabandistas. At the renta in Atf^ate, they n^^ ns to 
take a guard, bnt my valiant Job£ declared that he had nerer 
taken one, and yet was never robbed ; so I trusted to his good 
lock. Ths weather, however, was onr best protection. In 
BDch a driving rain, we coold bid defiance to the flint locks <tf 
thcjr efoi^tt«8, il^ hideed, any could be fonnd, so fond ot tbxii 
tnd^ M to i^ it in a storm 



The Uon and Hie fa«Il7-phuiliad wolf 
KMp dielr tan irj." 

I, I aotioed that each of tiit tow convoys of hdso 
boIm wUeb we net. had cme w more af the jwintti dvil 
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uoompMtyliig It. Besides these, the only penoni a]»oad wen 
■ome wild-lootdng indiTidnals, armed to the teeth, and mnffled 
ID loDg cloaks, towards whom, as they passed, Jos6 would give 
his head a alight toss, and whisper to me ; " more cODtrabao- 
distas." 

We were soon !n a conditfon to deiy the weather. Tlie raiit 
' beat fariomiljr in onr focea, especially when threading the 
wind-blown paasea between the higher peaks. I rused mj 
umbrella aa a defence, bnt the first blast snapped it in twain. 
The monntun-iides were reined with rills, roaring downward 
into the hollows, and smaller rills soon began to tricUe down 
my own sides. Dnrii^ the last part of onr way, the path was 
notched along precipitoos steeps, where the storm was so thick 
that we could see nothing either above or below. It was like 
riding along the outer edge of the world. When onca yon are 
thoronghly wet, it is a great satisfactioa to know that f on can 
be no wetter ; and eo Joed and I went forward in the best 
poadble hnmor, finding so mnch direraion [n onr plight that 
the dreary leagnes were considerably shortened. 

At the venta of Qancin, where we stopped, the people 
received as kindly. The honse consisted of one room — stable, 
kitchen, and dining-room all in one. There was a small apartr 
ment in a windy loft, where a bed (mnch too short) was pre- 
pared for me. A. fire of dry heather was made in the wide 
flre-plece, and the mddy flames, with a change of clothing and 
a draagbt of the amber Tint^e of Estepona, soon thawed oat 
the chill of the jonrney. But I received news which caosed 
319 a great deal of anxiety. The River Gnadiaro was so high 
that nobody coold cross, and two forlorn muleteers had bea 
waithig eight days at tlic inn. f<H- the waters to subside. Ai^ 
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meDted by the rain which h&d fallen, and which seemed to 
mcrease as night came on, how could I hope to crosa it on tlx 
moiTow t In two days, the India steamer would be at Gibral- 
tar ; mj paBsafte was already taken, and I mtut be there. Th« 
matter was discussed toi some time ; it was prononnced impos 
■ibie to travel by the nEmal road, bnt the landlord knew a path 
among the hills which led to a ferry on the Qnadiaro, where 
there was a boat, and from thence we coold make onr way ta 
San Roqne, which is in sight of Qibraltar. He demanded 
rather a lai^e fee for accompanying me, bnt there was nothing 
else to be done. Job£ and I sat down in great tribnlation to 
onr aocDstomed olla, bnt neither of as coold do justice to it, 
and the greater part gladdened the landlord's two boys — bean- 
tifhl little imps, with faces like Mnrillo's chembs. 

IfeverthelesH, I passed rather a merry eTening, chatting with 
some of the Tillagere orer a brader of coals ; and one of the 
aforesaid boys, who, althoogh only e^t years old, already 
performed the dnties of mozo, lighted me to my toft. When 
he had pnt down the lamp, he tried the door, and asked me : 
"Have yon the key?" "No," said I, "I dont want one j I 
am not afraid." " Bnt," he rejoined, " perhaps yoa may get 
afraid in the night ; and if yon do, strike on this part ot tiu 
wall (suiting the action to the word) — /sleep on that idde." 
I willingly i^omised to call him to my aid, if I should get 
alarmed. I slept bnt UtUe, for the wind was howling aronnd 
the tiles over my head, and I was bnsy with plans for con- 
Stmcting rafts and swimming currents with a rope aronnd my 
waiKt Finally, I foand a littie obliTion, bnt it seemed that I 
had scarcely closed my eyes, when Joad pushed open the door, 
''lliauks be t^ Ood, seftorl" said be, "it b^int ta dun 
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ud the skj h dear : we Bliall certidnlj get to Gibnltai 

The landlord was ready, so we took some bread and a bas- 
ket of olivea, and eet ont at once. LeaTing Qandn, we eoB- 
meuced descending the mooDtaln staircase by wHch the 
Seiranla of Bonda is scaled, aa the tdde towards Qibraltar. 
"The load," says Mr, Ford. " seems made by the Evil One in 
a hanj^ garden of Eden." After (bar miles of Erightfolly 
nigged descent, we reached an orange grove on the banks of 
the Xenar, and then took a wild path leading along the hill^ 
on the right of the stream. We overtook a few muleteers, 
who ware tempted oat by the fine weather, and befi>re Iimg the 
mmo, at miul-rider from Bonda to San Boqoe, joined bm. 
Uler eight miles more of toilsome travel wd reached the val- 
ley of the Qoa^aro. The river was not more than twenty 
yards wide, flowing with a deep, strong cnrrent, between high 
banks. Two ropes were stretched across, and a large, clonury 
boat was moored to the shore. We called to the ferrymen, 
bat tiiey hesitated, saying that nobody had yet been able to 
cross. However, we all got in, with onr horses, and two ot 
the men, with moch reloctance, drew ns over. The cnrrent 
was very powerful, althongh the riv« had bUen a littlo 
daring the night, bat we reached the <^ponte bank without 
Boeident. 

We had sdU another river, the Onargante, to pass, boi 
we were cheered by some peasants whom we met, with the 
news that the ferry-boat had resmned opwatirau. After thii 
oorrent lay behind ns, and there was now nothing bnt firm 
tand aH the way to Gibraltar, Jos6 declared with mncb 
s that ha was qnite as glad, fbr my sake, as If boim 
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bod; had pna him % million of doHan Oor horMs, too 
■Mmed to feel that aomethlog had been achieTed, and ihowed 
■esh a fresh spirit that we looeeoed the reina and let them gat 
lop to thdr hearts' content orer the green meadows. Tht 
Monotaiu were now behind at, and the Hoorish castle of 
ChHKJn crested a peak bloe with the distance. Over hilli 
eorered with broom and heather in blossom, and through hol- 
lows grown with oleander, arbntna and the tnasUo shmb, we 
lode to the cork-wood forests rf San Boqne, the sportii^ 
groiind <^ Gibraltar officers. The baitii^ of dogs, the erack- 
ing of wh^ and now and then a distant halloo, annonnced 
that a hnnt was in progress, and soon we came upon a company 
</ thfrt; m tertf horsemen, in c^m, white glores and top-boots, 
■eattond ahing the oreat of a bill. I had no desire to stop 
and witness t^ sport, for the Mediterranean now la; before 
me, and the hnge gnj mass of " The Bock" loomed in the 



At Ban Boqne, which oocnpies the amnmit of a conical hin, 
•bout half-waj between Gibraltar and Algedras, the landlord 
left lu, and hnmediateljr started on his retnm. HaTing now 
exdiaiiged the rugged bildlfrpaths of Bonda for a smooth 
carriage^oad, Jos£ and I dashed on at fidl gallop, to the end 
<tf onr Jonmey. We were both bespattered with mnd 
from head to foot, and oar jackets and sombreros had lost 
■omething eS their sproce air. We met a great man; mddy, 
deaalj-shaTen Enf^ishmen, who reined np on one ^de to let ni 
pass, with a look of wonder at onr Andalorian impodenca. 
NotUng direrted Jos6 more than to see one of these Engfiah- 
man iWng hi Ids itirropa, as he went b; on a trot ** Look, 
look, BeflOT I" he ezchdined ; " lUd yon erer see the Bka T 
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and ikm broke Into a fresh ezpkwhHi of Unghter. Passing 
the Sptuilsh LlaeB, which stnteh across the neclc of the sandj' 
little peninsula, connectjng Gibraltar with the main land, t6 
rode under the terrible batteries which snarl at Spain frviL 
this aidfl of the Bock. Bow after row of enormous gnnf 
bristle the walls, or look ontfrom the galleries hewn in the sides 
of inaccessible clilb An artifimal moat is cnt along the base of 
the Bock, and a simple bridge-road leads into the fortr^s and 
town. After fpring ap my passpOTt I was allowed to entw, 
Itmi harlng abeadj obtained a permit from the Spuiish nthorfr 
ties. 

I clattered np the long street of the town to the Club 
House, where I fonnd a company of English Mends. In the 
evening, Jos6 made his appearance, to settle onr accounts and 
take his leare of me. While scrambling down the rocky stai^ 
way of Qaocln, Job6 had scud to me : " Look yon, Sefior, I 
am very fond of English beer, and if I get you to Gibraltar 
to^ay you must g^ve me a glass of it." When, therefore, he 
came in the evening, his eyes sparkled at the aght of a bottle 
of Alaop'a Ale, and a handful of good Gibraltar dgsrs 
"Ah, SeSor," said he, after onr books were squared, and he 
had pocketed his grat^cation, "I am sorry we are going to 
part ; for we are good friends, are we not, Sefior V " Yea, 
Jos^," said I ; " if I ever come to Qranada again, I shall take 
no other guide than Jos6 Garcia ; lud I will have yon for a 
longer jonmey than this. We shall go over all Spain together, 
M amigo .'" "May God grant it 1" responded Jos£, crosstnff 
himself ; " and now, SeBor, I must go. I shall travel back tm 
Granada, sMty truU, SeSor, vuiy triste." The faithful fellowt 
•yci were fnU of tears, and, as he lifted my hand twice to hM 
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QpB, some warm drops fell npon it. Ood bless his boueBt heart, 
whererer he goes I 

And now a word as to traTelling in Spahi, wbicb Is not 
attended with half the difficolties and annoyaaces I had beeo 
led to expect, lij experience, oT course, is limited to the 
[worincee of Andalnsia, bnt m; rente indnded some o! the 
ronghest roads and moat dangerous robber- districts in the 
Peninsola. The people with whom I came in contact were 
invariably friendly and obliging, and I was dealt with mncb 
more honestly than I shonid have been in Italy. With every 
disposition to serve yon, there Is nothing like servility among 
the Spaniards. The native d^ity which characterizes theii 
demeanor prepossesses me very strongly in their favor. There 
is bnt one dialect of conrtesy, and the muleteers and common 
peasants address each other with the same grave respect as the 
Dons and Qrandees. My friend Jos6 was a model of good- 
breeding. 

I had little trouble either with passport-officers or custom- 
hosses. My pasqtort, in fact, was never once demanded, 
although I took the precaution to have it visM in all the lai^ 
dtiea. In Seville and Malaga, it was ^^ined by the American 
OiHisuls, without the usual fee oi two dollars — almost the only 
instances which have come under my observation. The regula- 
tions of the American Consular System, which gives the Con- 
suls no salary, bat permits them, instead, to get their pay out 
of travellers, is a disgrace to our government. It amounts, in 
effect, to a direct tax on travd, and &Ils heavily on the huif 
dreds (rf young men of limited means, who annually visit 
Enrt^ f(» the purpose of completing their education. Ever; 
Amtclcaa dtiien who travels in Italy pays a passpwt tax of 
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ttn dcdbtti. Id k11 the porta of the Mediterranean, there it ■■ 
American Tioe-OonBiil, who does not even get the postage pabt 
OQ hit dispatches, and to whom the advent of a trareUer ia of 
oonrae a welcome sight. IGsled by a false notion of economy, on 
go7enunent ia fest becoming prorerbial for its meanness. D 
(hose of onr own dtizeos who represent ns abroad only worked 
aa they are p«d, and if the foreigners who act as Yice-Conrali 
wilhont pay did not deriTe some petty trading adrantagea 
tram their fioAtioa, we sboold be ahnost without proteetiim. 



Witfi n^ departure ttom Bpaln cloaea the reoord of n^' 
journey in the Lands of the Saracen ; tot, although I after- 
wards beheld more perfect types of Saracenic Art on the banks 
of the Jomna and the Oangea, they grew np nnder the great 
Umpire of ^sa descendants of Tamerlane, and were the crea- 
tions of artists ftveign to the soil. ' It would, no donbt, be 
Interesting to contrast the remains of Oriental civilization and 
refinement, as they still exist at the extreme eastern and 
western limits of the Moslem sway, and to show how that Ar^ 
which had tta birth in the capitals of the Oaliphs— Damascoi 
and Baghdad — attained its most perfect derelopment In Spair 
and India ; bnt my visit to the Utter conntry connecta itsdf 
natnrally with my voyage to China, Loo-Ghoo, and J^wn, 
forming a separate and distinct field of traveL 

On the STth of November, the Overland Hail Steamet 
arrived at Oibraltar, and I embarked in her for Alexandria, 
nterii^ Vfoa another year of even more varied, strange^ and 
advttttOKMiB txftnmieai, than that which had olosed. I an 
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dmoBt a&aii to lA thou patieat readers, who hare acoompfr 
Died me thus &r, to trarel wUh me throagh another TOlanM ; 
bni next to the pteason of aedng &.o world, cornea the plet- 
snre oS tdHiig of % and I moat needi fluiah mj etarj. 
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